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A NOTE FROM TILLIE

he purpose of this booklet is to share with the you the many ways
God has used all of us in this community to express love and hope to
people in need.

Mission Arlington®/Mission Metroplex® has been “taking church to the
people” for 33 years. There is no way truly to capture this past year of events
and activities on the pages of this booklet, but I would encourage you to read
each page and to participate with us. Take your time, and let the experiences
recorded here bless you and your family.
I have often said if every person in our community could come and spend at
least one day with us that their life would be changed.

FOUNDATIONAL
SCRIPTURES

Our prayer always is that when you, your friends & family, or your team come
to the Mission that you would experience God’s presence in this place.

1. John 3:16-17 - “for
God so loved the
world;”

If you would, please take this booklet and enjoy every event. See the faces of
the children. Take note of the teenagers, and notice how many people have
surrounded them with love. You will smile and thank God like we do daily for
the way HE has guided and directed us. We also thank God for you.

2. Matthew 28:19-20
- “Commissioned to
make disciples. .”

This week, a family (five children) all came by - pretty excited about bringing
their donations. The dad got out of his car and wanted us to meet his family.
He said that many years ago they came to our city with nothing. They came to
Mission Arlington,® and he expressed that within a few hours his home was
filled with furniture and food.

3. Matthew 25:40 providing care for
the “least of these;”
and
4. Acts 1:8 - “starting at home, take
the message to the
whole world.”

He had never experienced anything like this before. He told us that his family
was quickly accepted into our community.
He was able to get work pretty quickly, his children in school, and he almost
couldn’t believe how fast their lives had turned around. “II FELT GOD,”
GOD he
said. On that day, he brought donations and signed his family up to volunteer
so “they could help someone else” like they had been helped.
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TESTIMONIAL: BY KIRK FRANKLIN
Downtown Arlington Roots Podcast. Episode 6: “Rooting for Each Other.”
Interview with Maggie Campbell: President, Downtown Arlington Mgmt. Corp; Published May 28th, 2020

“That’s why beautiful people like Ms. Tillie and her associates are here, because she has been giving so much,
and for years, she has been on the front line, and just doing for the ‘least of these.’
Last Christmas, we pulled up our trucks, and we got bikes, and we took them to apartments and to homes. It’s
just very important for me, especially in front of my children, for them to be connected to something bigger
than themselves. It’s necessary if I want to raise good people, if I want to raise young men and women that
can be great contributors to society.
Mission Arlington® has given many parents the opportunity to do that, and I think that that is why they are not
only historic, but they are successful, because they have a track record of making sure that there is a level of
integrity that goes behind humanity.
Ms. Tillie and Mission Arlington® – they have never made people ever feel like that they were not human,
just because they may not pull up in a six-figure car, that they are just as meaningful as the person that runs
the touchdown at the stadium, that they have just as much value in life, and so, she’s given value to life. And,
that matters!
Some people are dealing with situations that life didn’t always add up to be what they were hoping it was
going to be. Some people failed in difficult times and lost everything, and I know what it feels like to lose
everything.
When my mother, the lady that adopted me, passed, I mean, we were low-income and had nothing. I remember being 21-years old and being left with all the tax bills, and everything for the house, and had to pawn her
lawn mower and different things just to be able to get something to eat.
So, it’s very important when you still want to feel like you’re a human being, even at your lowest. So, Mission
Arlington® has always done that with great care, with great dignity, and great elegance, and that makes me
very proud, because I was just only one song away from being in need as well. So, salute to her.”
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ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY

1. We are faith-based and consider ourselves responsible to the Lord for our
work. John 3:16; Matthew 25:40; 28:19-20, and Acts 1:8 are key scriptures
for us.
2. We have a local and well-respected Board of Directors who meet monthly to
pray, to support, and to watch over our work.
3. We submit our finances each year to a local CPA firm who is experienced in
evaluating non-profit ministries. We receive strong reviews each year.
4. We voluntarily submit to, and we are in good standing with, multiple charity
watchdogs. We have been recognized with a 4-star rating for 14 years in a
row by Charity Navigator, placing us in the top 1% of charities they rate.
5. In 2019, our administrative overhead was marked at 1.7 percent. This means
that 98.3 percent of every dollar you give directly ministers to people in
need.
6. We do not sell or re-sell anything you provide. You give, and we give it
away.
7. We do not charge for any service provided through Mission Arlington®.
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2020: A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
As you peruse this overview of 2019, we are well past the half-way mark of 2020. As
the global pandemic of COVID-19 crossed our world, and reached Arlington, it has
had its affects on how we do ministry together in this time and place. You will notice
throughout this overview of 2019 the crowds of people gathered together, without
masks or gloves. That scene is certainly different in 2020.
The picture above right is more representative of this year. The mom and dad pictured
here brought their four and a half (the half was very important) year-old daughter
to the Mission in June. They helped their daughter collect food, and together they
brought it here. They showed her the food pantry and spoke with her lovingly about
other children who didn’t have food. All three were wearing masks, careful to protect others from the possibility of catching a virus which is rampant in our day. This
family is easily representative of the community which supports the work of Mission
Arlington®.
Since day-one of the COVID-19’s impact on our community, the people all across our city, county, and
region have poured into Mission Arlington® with gifts of love for people in need. We would publish the
need for food on FACEBOOK, for example, and within hours, car after car, family after family, would bring
in what they had, or make special efforts to purchase something and bring it by - just so struggling families
could have the help they need. We serve a great God, and He has placed us in a wonderfully generous community.
In our 2020 report, (to be published in 2021), we will share more about the many ways the Lord helped us to
adjust our approach to ministry in 2020. The great news is that we never closed - not even for one day. We
were able to be here to share God’s love every day. Now, we hope you enjoy the report from 2019.

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS
Helping students to be successful with their education is important to the Mission Arlington® family. In
2019, 1,982 students a week worked on their homework in 36 different locations. Nearly 4 thousand
students (3,964) received homework help. Attendance over 26 weeks topped 52,535 students.
Reading

Science Class
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360 BIBLE STUDIES AND CONGREGATIONS
3,800 people gather weekly for Bible study and worship in 360 locations across Arlington, Grand Prairie, and other places around the Metroplex. Nearly 8,000 people joined together on Easter Sunday.

Worship

Families

Children’s Music

Adult Ministry

Outdoor activities

Baptisms

Children’s
Outings

Bible Study Fellowships

Crafts

Praying together

Carnivals

Outreach
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FOOD, CLOTHING, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
50,771 families (191,802 people) received help in 2019. Each family received a multiple-day
supply of food, clothing, household items, & furniture. That’s 177 families (688 people) a day.
Pictured below: volunteers help us to receive, organize, & distribute items to families in need.

FURNITURE AND APPLIANCES
3,628 families (13,569 people) received furniture & appliances in 2019.
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MEDICAL CLINIC
10,555 office visits occured in 2019. We provided $4.6 million of free medical care and medicines.

Physical therapy

General practice

Optometry/Opthomology

DENTAL CLINIC

59 volunteer dentists treated 1,621 patients 3,575 times. We provided $1.1 million of free dental care.

COUNSELING

Local counselors volunteer time & resources to help families, adults, teenagers, and children who cannot easily
afford these services. Hundreds of people received counseling help in 2019.
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VOLUNTEER TEAMS

52,517 people from 1,009 unique groups served here 1,722 times in 2019.

Arlington Collegiate High School

Bank of America

Novartis

Allstate

UT El Paso

Walnut Ridge Academy

Oakridge HS Football

LULAC

Rowdy & Tillie
CowboysHuddle for100
UTA Super-Service Saturday
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VOLUNTEER TEAMS

UTA Softball

Chick-Fil-A

American Airlines

Baylor Health

Sterling, Barnette, Little Architects

Central Bible Church

Brownies

Garland Christian Academy

Santander

Dallas Baptist University

UTA Social Work Council

Seguin HS Football Team
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TRANSPORTATION
We transported students to school and adults to job interviews & doctors 22,354 times in 2019.

RAINBOW EXPRESS®
23,861 children and youth attended Rainbow Express® in 335 locations. 507 people accepted Christ.
3,297 students from 150 different teams (7 States/19 Texas Cities) came to lead Rainbow Express®
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SUMMER CAMPS
7 summer camps in 3 sections (K-3rd, 4th-6th, Youth): 1,019 students heard god’s word.

Zip Lines

High Five Tunnels

Picnic Style Lunch

Swimming

Slip-n-Slide

Poolside diving platforms

Teachers/Leaders

Friendships
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SUMMER MISSIONARIES

22 students from 4 States, multiple Texas cities, and 1 foreign country.

High school &
college students
from Alabama,
Mississippi,
South Carolina, Texas, and
South Korea
served here as
volunteers in
2019.
These hard-working young people
had other opportunities to work,
further their education, or to rest, but
they chose to invest their Summer in
the children & youth of our community. They made a difference here!

16 of 22 students pictured at the start of the Summer

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 10,000 STUDENTS

Volunteers work hard to collect supplies. Then they organize those supplies into age-levels for distribution.

This is the end result - thousands of students (young and old) receiving what they need to start the year right.
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SPORTS LEAGUES AND TRAINING EVENTS
100s of students participated in our Baseball Academies / Basketball Leagues / Competitive Wrestling / Gym
Nights and more. Exercise, team building, Bible study and prayer time were all part of the learning experience.

HOLIDAYS AND SEASONS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
More than 1,000 volunteers set apart this day to serve - making a difference in their community.
Moving food across
campus using two big
lines of people.
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HOLIDAYS AND SEASONS: EASTER
THE EASTER EGG HUNT- 5,254 children had so much fun at this family-friendly event.

Arlington Fire
Dept. & Kids

Bible study leaders
bring children.

Food for everyone!

A great time
for families.

Big Bouncy Houses

Everyone hears
the “Easter story.”

Over 100,000 Eggs

THE EASTER STORE

208 Families (904 people) receive Spring
Clothes, Easter baskets & more!

Mission Arlington® / Mission Metroplex®: A Year in Review - 2019

17

HOLIDAY AND SEASONS: FALL FESTIVAL
2,000 children & youth (with their families) attended our annual Fall Festival.

Bouncy Houses & Slides

Country Hay Ride

Carnival Games

Face Painting

Happy Children

Fire Truck Tours

Carnival Games

Fun for Everyone

Mission Arlington® / Mission Metroplex®: A Year in Review - 2019

18

HOLIDAY AND SEASONS: THANKSGIVING
24,398 people (5,814 families) received food from 6,000 volunteers on Thanksgiving Day.
More than 6,000 turkeys were delivered. The Mission Arlington® family works all year long, getting ready for
this big day. We are so grateful for the constant, faithful support of this community.
Thousands of volunteers

Unloading Trucks filled
with Thanksgiving food

The fun starts here!

Putting together
hot plates.

Cars in line to pick up
food for delivery to
people in need.

Thanksgiving Day at the
Mission is so much fun!

Bible study leaders take
food to the community.

Mayor Jeff Williams opened
the morning with prayer.

Families receive this
Thanksgiving food.
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HOLIDAYS AND SEASONS: CHRISTMAS
32,691 children received Christmas gifts in 2019. 5,000 children received bikes. Our community provided the
Christmas gifts, and 7,000+ volunteers to run the store. We shared the “Christmas Story” from Luke 2 in six
different languages, and 1,543 people accepted Christ or rededicated their lives to the Lord.

Community Gifts . .

Volunteers . . .

make their way . . .

organize gifts, . . . .

into . . . .

wrap gifts, . . . .

the Christmas Store.

and care for children

7,000 volunteers came to help!

The Christmas Store

Brand New Bikes
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SPECIALTY MINISTRIES
FISHING AND LEGOS

MARY S TABLE

Cooking & Recipe Classes

2019: A YEAR OF GREAT BLESSING, THANK YOU.

“M

ission Arlington® has been near and dear to my heart since I was a child. They would pick us up for
church every week. My father became homeless at a point in his life & Mission Arlington® helped him
immensely. Ms. Tillie is an Angel on Earth. I could never repay them for all they have done for my family over
the years, but I give back to them every chance I get.” [Jennifer - Facebook Review: November 2019]

Serving Together - Thanksgiving Morning.

403,645 ministry
touches in 2019

