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August 5, 2011 

Our August To-Do List 

1. Stay on top of those weeds! No matter how high the temperature, how dry or rainy, the weeds thrive. 
Do this task in the early morning hours when it is still relatively cool. 
2. Mulch wherever you can to reduce weeds and keep in moisture.  
3. Keep up with harvesting the vegetables. 
4. Deadhead flowering plants to maintain a neat look. Some plants will also send out a second wave of 
blooms. 
5. Take an inventory of how the plants have come through this past heat wave. Consider replacing those 
that have succumbed with hardier alternatives. Undoubtedly our climate has changed and we need to 
keep up by planting suitable choices. Think hardy natives. 
6. Remember to keep adding to compost bin. Give it a regular stir. 
7. Water judiciously. Here too, pay attention to how often and how much water is being consumed. 
Drought tolerance is going to be a significant trait one wants in plants. We might as well accept this fact. 

Side note about watering: I myself water only plants in pots. Grass, trees and perennial beds must 
tolerate the given conditions. I also collect rainwater, which is used to water the pots. If the lawn begins 
to look brown and dry, I still don’t water. It is what it is and should not be indulged at the expense of 
copious quantities of precious water. The only exception is the vegetable bed, which requires regular 
and thorough watering. 

8. Mow less frequently when the weather is hot and dry. Let grass remain at a height of four or five 
inches. Grass clippings left on the lawn will mulch and enrich the soil. 
9. Cut back out-of-control vines.  
10. Look around and stake what needs support. 
11. Order bulbs for fall planting and winter forcing. 
12. Take time to sit and relax in the garden. Listen to the cicadas, watch the fireflies, inhale the perfume 
of the lilies. These memories will sustain you through those bitterly cold winter months to come. 
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