
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
June 3, 2011 

Things we’ll do in June. The watchword is “regularly.” 

1. Prune back spring flowering shrubs and trees, i.e. those plants that flower on old wood. These include 
lilacs, azaleas, rhododendrons, forsythia and such. Not only is this important to the health of the plant, 
but it ensures blooms for next year. The pruning also makes for a tidier look, as most of these plants can 
look nondescript once flowering is over. 
2. Plant out warm weather vegetables such as zucchini and other squash, peppers, eggplants, tomatoes, 
etc. Water regularly. 
3. Mow the grass regularly and keep the blade high. Grass clippings should be left to mulch and further 
enrich the soil. I know this can sometimes look messy but it is a healthier, greener practice. 
4. Keep “feeding” the compost heap. Turn it over regularly. 
5. Make it a regular and even compulsive habit to weed. It’ll save you from doing it for hours at a time 
and will also keep the garden looking well tended. 
6. Harvest cool weather greens such as Swiss chard, mesclun and other lettuces regularly. Otherwise the 
plants will bolt. That is, they get leggy, start flowering and the leaves can be tough and /or bitter. 
7. Deadhead as flowers are spent. Again, this gives the garden a neat appearance and certain plants will 
put out repeat blooms if deadheaded regularly. 
8. Fertilize plants in pots weekly or bi-weekly as appropriate. Organic fertilizers only, of course. 
9. Keep vigilant for any pests or disease. Act promptly. Use organic treatments. 
10. Stake plants that get top heavy with large blooms or simply need propping up. 
11. Pay attention to the weather. As soon as rain is imminent, harvest peonies, irises, roses and similar 
blooms and enjoy them indoors. Rain makes them soggy and sorry looking. This is also a good time to 
share your bounty of blossoms with those without such plants or any garden at all. 

Page 1 of 2

usd16005
Typewritten Text
(c) 2011 Shobha Vanchiswar



 

Page 2 of 2

usd16005
Typewritten Text
(c) 2011 Shobha Vanchiswar




