
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
Open Day tomorrow, Saturday, May 8, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
May 7, 2010 

Welcome to my garden!  

I’m getting ready for my Open Day. It is a very good reason to get me doing whatever needs doing. By 
that I mean, while I may normally be prone to procrastinate, I now have to get busy.  Otherwise, the 
beautiful weather calls me to sit outside and before I know it, a book is read and a nap is had.  

The unusually warm days have brought forward the bloom times of the plants. For a while, I was 
worried. The splendid display of apple and pear blossoms along the length of the espalier is all done. 
The mid-to-late tulips are already open. Wondering how it will look on May 8 has given me some 
anxious moments. But then, common sense has prevailed. I can’t be responsible for the weather. There 
will be plenty of other blooms; didn’t I plan it that way? And people are aware. They are dealing with 
the same issues too.   

Don’t just admire, come to be inspired  

Typically, I want the garden to look it’s best, but at the same time I want it to inform. By surveying my 
work, I’d like the visitor to be inspired and empowered. I’d like him or her to take time to notice the 
details and subtle effects. Whatever I do, you can do too but in your own style. In turn, when I meet 
visitors, I invariably gain valuable nuggets of information from their experience and insight. When I 
visit another garden, I am always glad to see it. I’m not looking for weeds and problems. Which garden 
is without same? Instead, I search for the gardener’s vision. No matter the type or size of garden, there is 
so much to see, enjoy and study. Of the hundreds of gardens that I’ve visited, all have instructed me in 
some way. To come away so enriched is priceless.   

Now that it is my turn to share my garden with the world, I’m aware of the responsibility. Hence, I’m 
not interested in making the garden “ready for guests.” There is no overhauling or redoing just for the 
occasion. I want the visitor to see the real beauty as I see it.   

I do indeed weed, stake and tidy. I try to get everything in order. Things I would be doing anyway. Just 
not at double time. For those who read this column each week, I’d like them to see that I try to walk the 
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walk. I want the garden looking it’s finest but still be true to itself. After all, this is not a museum but an 
extension of my home.   

We live in the garden as one does in any interior room. We eat al fresco at every opportunity; homework 
gets done in the tree house. Aforementioned reading and napping occur here. We visit with friends, play 
games, listen to music and even paint outdoors. And somewhere in the midst of all this, gardening is 
done. In other words, gardening is part of a life style.   

And when the visitors leave, I hope they take with them ideas for their own gardens and a memory of 
having been someplace pleasurable.   

If you missed Margaret Roach’s talk last Thursday, here’s my summary                              

For anyone who missed Margaret Roach’s talk last Thursday, I feel bad for you.  But I do know how 
stretched you are and that you cannot do it all. So I thought I’d give a summary.   

Margaret in essence conveyed how gardening is all in the doing. Mistakes happen; lessons are learned; 
happy accidents are common. Most particularly, each garden is unique and a gardener has free rein to 
express herself or himself in any way he or she wants.   

When speaking of color, she emphasized that it is not just about flowers. Leaves, bark, stems and 
structures all contribute tremendously.  

Views from inside the house matter and guide the gardener in planning and designing. Every season has 
plenty to see and enjoy. The key is to be attentive and present.   

I wish I could show you the beautiful slides and have Margaret’s terrific sense of humor come through. 
She informed and inspired, amused and advised. One could not ask for more in a speaker.   

I know I speak for many when I say a big thank you to Henriette Suhr and Friends of Rocky Hills for 
making this lecture series possible. Merci beaucoup.  
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See NCNOW’s article last week by Ron Kirkwood, “Garden Conservancy Open Day: Shobha’s 
Vanchiswar’s gem-of-a-garden on view Sat., May 8.”  
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