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April 8, 2011 

When plant shopping for the season, consider our local nurseries  

I am confident that every type of gardener is busy this month getting their gardens in good shape. 

There’s lots to do and certainly several trips to the nurseries are in order. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to encourage all of you to please shop at our area nurseries. Because of the current economy as well as 
the long, harsh winter, these businesses have taken a real hit.  

I’m aware that big box stores give better prices, but in my experience they typically cannot match the 
variety of plants offered by a local nursery. Nor can the knowledgeable and helpful nursery staff be 
topped.  If you’re just looking for a bunch of generic plants, sure, go get the bargains at the big, 
impersonal stores. But if you are looking for specific types of plants such as antique climbing roses or 
want to start growing a collection of hellebores, then you need the services of a proper nursery.  

They can suggest ways to solve garden dilemmas like how to treat a sick tree or create a new hedge. If 
you take in a sample of a leaf or bug, they will help you identify it. Whether you are a beginner or a 
seasoned gardener, visiting a helpful nursery is not only a treat, but also a truly rewarding experience. 
With every visit, I invariably learn something or make a new discovery. Over the years, I’ve also made 
some enduring friendships.  

Enjoying the first tiny bulbs of spring 

Spring is slowly making her presence felt with the small bulbs that are currently in bloom. They are 
simply precious as they light up the garden. My “meadow” is providing me with much delight as these 
bulbs glow like strewn jewels. The bigger, showier bulbs have yet to bloom. But right now, these little 
ones rule. I’m really grateful for what they do to an otherwise still dreary background.  

Adding these bulbs to any lawn would enhance it. The flowers bloom when the grass has yet to awaken. 
Once the flowers are spent, the leaves blend in with the grass. By the time the first mowing occurs, those 
leaves have mostly died back. The bulbs are so small that planting a few hundred is really not too 
arduous, and they are not too harsh on the pocketbook either. Winter aconites, snowdrops, crocus mixes, 
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scillas, iris reticulata and grape hyacinths are all suitable for this purpose. Do think about adding them to 
your garden. 

Rocky Hills Lecture Series brings authors Susan Lowry and Nancy Berner on April 21 

On Wednesday, April 21, the highly popular Rocky Hills Lecture Series makes its spring return. Authors 
Susan Lowry and Nancy Berner have put together a rather sumptuous book titled “Gardens of the 
Hudson Valley.” Going through this book made me feel rather pleased about living in this beautiful part 
of the country where there so many lovely gardens to visit. How fortunate we are to have Henriette 
Suhr’s Rocky Hills in our own backyard and enjoy the extensive benefits of her continuing generosity. 

The talk is at 7:30 p.m. at the Chappaqua Library and it is free to all comers. A representative from 
Pleasantville’s Village Bookstore will be on hand with copies of the book for purchase. (Hint: Mother’s 
Day is coming up.) The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days Directory will also be available. And as 
always, our own Susan Lawrence will provide sweet treats. 

Page Dickey’s latest gardening book: Embroidered Ground 

 
I just finished reading celebrated gardener and author Page Dickey’s latest book. “Embroidered Ground” 
lives up to all that I’ve come to expect of her books. It is interesting, entertaining and informative. 
Page’s first book, “Duck Hill Journal,” written twenty years ago was about how she went about creating 
her now famously beautiful garden. This newest book revisits Duck Hill so many years later. Page 
reviews it with more experienced eyes and understanding. She considers changes that make better sense 
from both the environmental viewpoint as well as from the perspective of a gardener who now wants to 
simplify her work and efforts in the garden. And being a died-in-the-wool plantswoman, she plans for 
the future in new and exciting ways. I cannot wait to see how this garden evolves.  

The book is a great way to pass a rainy spring day when you are compelled to stay indoors. You will 
think you’re at Duck Hill! To actually see this garden, mark June 5 on your calendar. That’s when it will 
be open through the Garden Conservancy’s Open Day Program. You will get to meet Page and ask her 
questions that she will answer with characteristic humility. Take your copy of her book along; I’m sure 
she’ll be happy to sign it! 

FYI – On page 233, there is a description of a certain garden meadow. You can see said meadow at the 
rear section of my garden on May 7 at Open Day!! Rain or shine. Do come. 
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