
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
The Lenten Rose 
April 2, 2010 

Your April To-Do List 

  1. Continue cleaning and clearing. Pick up winter debris, rake lawn of any remaining leaves and 
remove matted layers of leaves from beds. Trim and tidy flower beds. 

  2.  Finish pruning trees and shrubs. Remember to cut out all dead wood as well. 

  3. Spray dormant oil on fruit trees and other shrubs such as roses before flower buds set in. Used in 
different strengths for different trees and shrubs, the oil works by smothering the eggs of a number of 
pests. 

  4. Set up stakes for peonies and other plants. They may be just emerging, but these plants have a habit 
of sprinting and before you know it, it is hard to set up the stakes through all that growth. Likewise, if 
your roses need propping up later in the season, set up the stakes now before the thorny limbs get too 
long and make the process painful. As a general rule of thumb, stakes should be about two-thirds of the 
final height of the plant. Keep it looking natural. 

  5. Fertilize lawns and beds with compost and organic products only. 

  6. Deadhead bulbs as they get done. Leave the foliage alone! 

  7. Set up rain barrel. Get the organic mosquito dunks to prevent mosquitoes from breeding in the water. 
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  8. Make it a priority to set up a composter. You will be very hip in doing so. No gardener worth 
anything should be without a compost bin. There are even options for apartment dwellers. 

  9. Prepare vegetable beds. Sow cool weather vegetables. Protect them when weather gets too cold. 

  10. Think replacements for lost trees and shrubs. (More on this subject next week.) 

  11. When trimming hedges, watch out for nesting birds. 

  12. Get outdoor furniture ready. Clean, repair, repaint. 

  13. Keep a garden journal. It is not difficult and is tremendously useful. Take lots of photos as well. 

  14. Mark your calendars. On April 22, renowned gardener, garden writer and blogger Margaret Roach 
will be speaking at the Chappaqua Library. The topic is “Nonstop Plants – a Garden for 365 days.” This 
event is part of the highly popular Rocky Hills Lecture series and is sponsored by the Friends of Rocky 
Hills. It starts at 7:30 pm and is free. You really cannot afford to miss it. 

  15. Get your 2010 copy of the Open Days Directory. Better yet, join the Garden Conservancy and get 
the directory for free. The Open Days makes it possible to visit select private gardens in America. As 
you well know, gardeners love to share advice, plants and their own gardens. This wonderful and 
valuable program offers the chance for just that and at the same time supports worthy causes, most 
specifically the preservation projects of the Garden Conservancy. Visitors get to see what is possible and 
every visit teaches something to both veterans as well as novice gardeners.  It is a win-win situation for 
all. In Chappaqua, my garden is open May 8. Rocky Hills is open May 29. To learn more, join or 
purchase directory, visit www.gardenconservancy.org. 
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