
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
December 23, 2011 

‘Tis the Season! 

Still looking for gifts for gardeners and garden-lovers? Here are some ideas. 

  I think there’s something for every type of gardener as well as for different budgets.  Do remember that 
above everything else, gardeners adore being complimented on their efforts. So be lavishly generous 
with nice, sincere praise all through the year. 

1. Give a tree or shrub that you know the gardener covets. Order your selection and give the recipient a 
gift card stating details like type of tree, expected time of delivery etc., In addition, you can offer help 
with the planting. 

2. For an avid vegetable grower, a collection of seed packets from the Seed Saver’s Exchange makes for 
a much desired present. Seedsavers.org. 

3. Garden sculpture. This one takes some careful thinking. It must be tasteful and something you know 
the gardener will really like. Alternatively, you can consult with that person and choose something 
together. It might take away the element of surprise ( or shock) but you’ll be certain that the gift is right. 
Depending on how generous you are feeling, get something from established artists or find an up and 
coming ( struggling) one. 

4. Give a gardener a push reel mower or a compost bin. Or build the composter yourself. Encourage 
people to do the right thing! 

Page 1 of 3

usd16005
Typewritten Text
(c) 2011 Shobha Vanchiswar



5. Hours of general or specific work in the garden. This can be a hired service or one’s own time. Here’s 
something children can give to an adult – an hour or two per week of weeding, raking leaves, an offer to 
water regularly, etc. 

6. Memberships to the New York Botanical Garden, Wave Hill and the Garden Conservancy. 
Nybg.org, wavehill.org and gardenconservancy.org respectively. 

7. You can sign up to take a class together at the NYBG or make dates to visit gardens in 2012 through 
the Garden Conservancy’s Open Days Program. 

8. Garden tools. Look for the sturdy, reliable choices. Felco clippers, stainless steel spades and trowels, 
bamboo rakes etc., Cute does not cut it. Thats for wannabe gardeners. 

9. Gift certificates to local nurseries. 

10. Make a date for lunch and a visit to the High Line gardens in Manhattan next spring. 

11. Get tickets for the two of you to the Philadelphia or New England Flower Shows and make a trip of 
it. 

12. Gift the services of a garden designer. 

13. Books. This year, I select : The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. It is a well written 
fictional story and not about horticulture at all but gardeners will like the reference to flowers. This was 
originally recommended to me by my friend Wendy N who insisted I give her that credit should I 
mention the book in this column.  Other books I loved: 

Slow Love by Dominique Browning 
Embroidered Ground by Page Dickey 
Founding Gardeners by Andrea Wulf, about our founding fathers who were also passionate and 
accomplished gardeners 
Gardening for a Lifetime by Sydney Eddison 

And… 

On DVD – BBC’s Rosemary and Thyme series. About a duo of garden designers who solve murder 
mysteries. Good comfort viewing for long winter evenings.  

14. Botanical artwork. Again, choose what you are certain the recipient will appreciate. 

15. Offer to plant/garden-sit the next time the “giftee” is out of town. 

16. Gift certificates for massages and manicures are fairly useful to the muscle-weary, hardworking 
gardener with torn, dirt encrusted nails. 

  For myself, on the off chance somebody might be interested, I’ll take any of the above. Except #s 4, 6, 
12 and 13 as I’ve already got those covered.  

  A word of caution: Just because a person is mad about gardens, do not assume she/he loves house 
plants. To grow plants indoors requires certain necessary conditions that the gardener might not want to 
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deal with or have available. 

Wonderful suggestions, Shobha.  You should be syndicated!    

By Kathleen Williamson on 12/23/2011 at 8:20 am  

Wonderful ideas.  I will start dropping very broad hints to my children today!  

Happy winter solstice Shobha.    By julie gaughran on 12/23/2011 at 8:56 am     
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