
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

December 11, 2009

Winter scapes

The first snowfall arrived gently. As though not to shock us too much. And with
that, we knew after all the prevarication, winter had finally arrived. The
garden was now properly tucked in for its long slumber and my time to dream
about next spring and summer was here.

As I walked around the morning after the snowfall, the bright sun lit the scene
with a clarity any photographer would appreciate. The lawns shimmered and
the bare tree limbs looked strung up with sparkling crystal beads. It felt as
though Nature was showing us how to decorate for the holidays, with
simplicity and good taste. 

Learning from Mother Nature, a kind teacher

I’ve learned a lot by taking my cues from Mother Nature. She has been an
excellent teacher because she shows rather than tells. My many mistakes have
been tolerated kindly and I’ve always been allowed to do it over. I’ve learned
you cannot rush and do a good job. With patience and perseverance comes just
rewards and immense satisfaction. An hour of hard work in the garden will get
all the negative energy of anger and frustrations out of one’s system. 

Attitude is everything. When my mind is open and I’m in a good mood, I see
the many wonders that exist all the time in the garden. Likewise, when I’m
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grumpy and my heart feels tiny, all I see are weeds and pests. Nature has a
way of demonstrating that one should let things run their course. And beauty
is everywhere, you just have to look. To create that beauty is not difficult –
simply do the right thing.

I’m reminded of Robert Fulghum’s popular book: “All I Needed to Know I
Learned in Kindergarten.”

In my case, all I need to know I learned from my garden. 

Here’s a short list of what I’ve learned:

Always be curious and you’ll never be bored.

Banish the word bored from your vocabulary. There’s always plenty to do.

Be ready to make mistakes. Learn from them.

Share what you have and know.

Stay humble. Otherwise your prize rose will die.

Be authentic. Nobody likes pretentious people or gardens.

Be kind.

Everyone is responsible for making the world a better place. Do your bit.

Be clean and tidy. That applies to borders as well as fingernails.

Happy is better than grumpy.

Be patient.

Don’t put off till tomorrow what you can do today. There’ll be that much less to
weed.

You are not the boss of anyone.

Honest, hard work never hurt anyone. Well, just your back sometimes.

Don’t be too quick to judge.

Know thine enemy/weed.

All those facts in math and science that we thought were useless are actually
handy to know. Fibonacci numbers, probability, gravity, capillary action, exo-
and endothermic reactions, refraction, genetics, catalysts, thermodynamics,
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etc., all come into play in the garden. So pay attention.

And finally, don’t fool with Mother Nature; she’ll give you detention in the
weediest part of the garden, on the hottest days.

I could go on but I’m late for today’s lessons. It’s on the insulating property of
snow.
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