
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

November 21, 2008

Amaryllis bulbs found and chrysanthemum show experienced

My quest for fat, healthy, reasonably priced amaryllis bulbs, led me to the shop
at the New York Botanical Gardens

. I found them! Splendid bulbs at the right price. However, I did not buy any.
I’m going to do that this weekend when members of the Botanical Garden are
treated to 20% off all purchases. Even better that just finding them reasonably
priced! There are many advantages to being a member, not the least of which
is supporting a valuable institution.

I had gone to the Botanical Garden to see the annual chrysanthemum show
“Kiku.” This year, it was also open on some evenings when one could walk
around sipping Japanese beer and listen to live Japanese music. I must say this
added to the overall experience. Some visitors were in kimonos and that made
it even more beautiful. For an hour or so, I was convinced that I was in a
garden in Japan.

I’m more fascinated than inspired by Kiku. I go each year and view it as I
would any worthy work of art. The amount of time, patience and skill required
to create Kiku is nothing short of impressive. Seeing it at dusk added a
mystical quality . If you haven’t seen Kiku before, do make it a point to go next
year, in the day and in the evening.
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Recap of Bob Hyland’s talk on how to add color to your winter garden    
                               

For those who could not attend, I thought I’d recap Bob Hyland’s talk “Color
Your Winter Garden.” He owns Loomis Creek Nursery near Hudson, New York.
His vast knowledge and experience came through very well and was much
appreciated by the audience comprised largely of enthusiastic and savvy
gardeners.

Following the plant and tree list handed out prior to the talk, we were treated
to slides showing various ways one can enjoy color in the winter garden. To
many gardeners, the concept itself may not be new, but seeing the images
reminded and reiterated the need to think about making appropriate
introductions and additions. But first, as Hyland said, one must learn to accept
dormancy. And recognize that brown is a color too.

Colorful fruits, evergreen foliage, tree bark, colored stems, tree silhouettes,
grasses, seed receptacles, interesting twigs and buds, everlasting foliage and
fruits, late winter color, garden ornaments and structures are all factors to be
considered. Taking the time to look is important. There is indeed plenty to see
even in the depths of winter. If anyone is interested in the list, you may request
it. I’ll e-mail it to you.

I was particularly struck by the sculptural quality of Corylus avellana
“contarta” (Harry Lauder Walking Stick) grown in a large pot. If Hyland can
grow it that way in his Zone 5 garden, then I must try it! Later, when I had a
chance to spend some time with him, I asked him to reserve his best young
specimen of this deciduous shrub/dwarf tree to be picked up when I visit him
at his nursery next spring. Can’t wait.

Since I don’t spend as much time outdoors as I do indoors during winter, I’m
going to enjoy more garden color by some additional means. I shall putter in
the greenhouse, gaze at the forced bulbs in bloom all over the house and
salivate over the numerous garden and nursery catalogs. Travel and flower
shows are also eagerly anticipated.
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