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Experiments in garlic and considering meadows instead of lawns

Here we are transitioning into November and the vegetable garden is still
offering up produce for the table. This past week, we harvested the last of the
tomatillos and garlic, but the collard greens, Swiss chard and Brussel sprouts
continue to thrive. There is something so sublime about harvesting the
vegetables and cooking them right away. Food couldn’t be fresher, healthier or
tastier.

The garlic, if you remember (and I fully expect you to), was an experiment.
When some peeled garlic cloves stored in the refrigerator began to sprout, I
stuck them into the vegetable bed to see what would happen. What I’d heard
was that they would form onion-like bulbs and not the typical garlic head of
cloves. In other words, the clove would just get bigger in size and still be
edible but not too strong in taste. However, as with so many things in
gardening, the learning is in the doing. My cloves yielded up fully formed
heads of garlic. They are smaller in size but taste just as strong. So there you
are – just stick something into the ground and see what turns up. It’s easy, and
more often than not proves that gardening is not as hard or complicated as
some would have us believe. Just do it.

Bulb planting marathon
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All 500 or so bulbs got planted this past Sunday. The heavy rains from the day
before had softened up the soil very nicely and the balmy weather of the day
gave us the perfect conditions for the task. Time passed quickly, though my
family might dispute that statement. In any case, we were done with enough
daylight hours remaining to survey the garden’s fall beauty over a fine bottle
of wine. Leaf raking would just have to wait.

Have you considered a meadow for your garden?

On Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 7:30 p.m., the renowned gardener and
author Page Dickey will be speaking at the Chappaqua Library. This is part of
the Rocky Hills Lecture Series that is held twice a year. Page will be speaking
about “Bringing meadows into the garden.” 

As a reader of this column, you are no doubt aware of my own views on the
wastefulness of keeping large swathes of pristine lawns. So I’m terrifically
happy that none less than Page herself will be speaking on the subject. She is
one of the finest gardeners in the country. Her knowledge and experience is
very impressive and her passion is positively contagious. The Open Days
Program of The Garden Conservancy would not be in existence had it not been
for Page Dickey and Penelope Maynard. She is that convincing, influential and
tireless. Don’t let her easy-going manner fool you. The lady is a dynamo.

Now this might make for an intimidating character but to the contrary, Page is
warm and so approachable. Whenever I’m in her company, I feel smart and
qualified. She offers advice as an equal and never from the pulpit. Invariably, I
come away empowered, laden with plants from her garden and at least a dozen
fresh eggs from her chickens. 

I’m waxing eloquent only because Page Dickey is a genuine treasure. She is a
gardener’s gardener as well as every person’s gardener. So, cancel everything
else and show up for the talk. Come with all your questions. Be they about pets
in the garden, certain plants or growing practices, Page is the perfect person
to answer them without ever letting you feel ignorant. You won’t be
disappointed. Admission is free so you really don’t have an excuse.

Shobha Vanchiswar has been gardening all her life, the last 21 years in
Chappaqua. She received the Golden Trowel Award for garden design in 2007
from Garden Design magazine. Her jewel-of-a-garden here in New Castle was
on view in this year’s Garden Conservancy Open Day program. She has a
garden design business, Seeds of Design. Write her at
seedsofdesign@verizon.net. Frontpage painting and paintings in slide show are
Shobha’s works.
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