
In the Garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar
At this time of year it seems chrysanthemums are the dominant flowers in the
garden.

That in itself is not a bad thing. What irks is the lack of varieties. Only the
ornamental variety is seen everywhere and this creates an impression of “been
there, seen that.” There are so many other types of chrysanthemums – all quite
beautiful. However, we would not know that from the standard nursery fare. If
we demand more, they will respond readily, I am sure.

The varieties available in nurseries today are marked “hardy,” but planting
them now does not give them enough time to settle in before the temperatures
plummet. Hence, they will not come back next year.

Look for the Korean hybrids. These are hardier and more natural looking. It
may be too late for this year, but plan ahead for the next. Spend some time this
winter perusing books and catalogues. Then see if your nurseries will carry
them. If not, there is always mail order. This way you can plant in late spring
or early summer. Check out the spidery cultivars. Or the anemone shaped
ones. The simple beauty of the singles is striking. You will be surprised at the
varieties and shapes available in the chrysanthemum family.

Apart from chrysanthemums, asters are a brilliant addition to the garden at
this time. A x frikartii and its cultivars are a wonderful choice. The flowers are
long lasting and the plants are hardy and resistant to diseases such as
powdery mildew and botrytis.

The gardener does not need to settle for the ordinary. Your garden deserves
better. Go for it!

Shobha Vanchiswar has been gardening all her life, the last 19 years in
Chappaqua. She received the Golden Trowel Award for garden design in 2007
from Garden Design magazine. She has a garden design business, Seeds of
Design.
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