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Root cuttings of hydrangeas, myrtles, geraniums
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I make root cuttings of plants every year. This is the nicest and easiest way to
get more of the plants that I need and enjoy. Even when I no longer have the
space for some of them, I propagate plants anyway. They are very welcome in
the gardens of friends and family. Besides, I cannot let an opportunity to
acquire more plants go by, ever.
Some plants like coleus and forsythia can be rooted by simply putting the
cuttings in water. Roots emerge in a week to ten days. They can then be potted
up. In fact, with forsythia, I have often just stuck the cuttings straight into the
ground and they have done rather well. Each year, I root hydrangea, bay,
geraniums (scented, fancy-leaved and ivy leaved varieties) and coleus. Others,
such as boxwood, are done as needed. This year, I intend to root the usual as
well as lavender, myrtle, rosemary and boxwood.
I take non-flowering cuttings of the plants. This has proven to give the highest
strike rates. The cut ends of the cuttings are dipped in rooting hormone
powder and then planted in pots with appropriate soil. I use sandier soils for
lavender and rosemary and regular soil for boxwood, myrtle and others. I
water as needed and try not to baby them too much as I want only the fittest to
survive. Once established and new growth is detected, I feel like a new mother.
I fuss by repotting, admiring, adding a light shot of fertilizer and showing them
to others for their praise and envy. If you have never tried rooting cuttings, I
encourage you to do so. You will find it very gratifying. I’ve yet to meet a
gardener who does not point out the plants in his or her garden that have been
rooted from cuttings or grown from seed. We like to use this as the mark of a
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true gardener.

Root cuttings of hydrangeas, myrtles, geraniums

Coleus rooted around mother plant
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