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Cleomes
August 1, 2008

Things to do in August

1. Continue weeding.
2. Stay vigilant with regards to pests and infestations.
3. Water as required. This month can be hot and dry or hot and humid. If you
will be away, appoint someone to keep an eye on your garden.
4. Deadhead all spent flowers.
5. Pull out and compost spent annuals and vegetables.
6. Mow high and often.
7. Fertilize plants only into early August. Keep it light.
8. Sow cool season vegetables.
9. Prune water sprouts of dogwoods, wisteria, magnolia and fruit trees.
10. Shear annuals lightly to encourage fall blooms. Lightly trim overgrown
hedges, topiaries and foundation plantings.
11. Plant chrysanthemums for fall color.
12. Divide and plant perennials.
13. Take root cuttings from non-blooming stems of plants you’d like to
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propagate.
14. Plan for fall tasks: planting bulbs, new perennials, clean up, lawn
treatment, raking. etc.
15. Take photos. They will come in handy when planning the garden for next
year.

Reader question: What to do about mildew on peonies and irises?

Debby in Scarsdale has mildew on her peonies and irises, whose leaves are
turning brown. Should she cut them both back?

Powdery mildew is the most widespread and easily recognizable of plant
diseases. It is common to many plants including roses, monardas, zinnias,
phlox and, of course, peonies. If the relative humidity of the air is high (good
for spore germination) and the plants are crowded, you have the ideal
environment for mildew. It is really important to give the plants sufficient
space for good air circulation. Damp, shady areas are also potential mildew
promoters.

Obviously, since mildew is a fungal presence, fungicides can be used against
it. I recommend safer, simpler approaches. There are three different sprays
you can make. The first is a 50/50 mix of fat free milk and water. The second is
a teaspoon of baking soda in a quart of water or organic plant oil. The third is a
good brew of cooled chamomile tea. Spray every five days. If one does not
work, try the others. And let me know how it goes!

Should she cut back the damaged plants now?

Debby, if the peonies are severely affected, go ahead and cut back the affected
plants to the ground. Do not compost this lot. Dispose of them in the regular
garbage. If you think the peonies are crowded, replant to give them more
space. Fall is the best time to plant peonies.

With regard to the irises, if the leaves are yellow and come off easily, you must
check the health of the rhizomes. Iris borers may have attacked. In that case,
remove and destroy debris in and around the iris plantings in spring and fall.
Dig up the rhizomes and physically remove the borer. Replant.

Typically, you want the leaves to stay on until just before a hard frost. This will
ensure good blooms for next season. When cutting back leaves, cut down to
approximately five or six inches in a fan shape. If the leaves are already quite
brown and completely spent, cut them back. Keep on any healthy green leaves
till the proper time to cut back.
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Both of these problems highlight the need to do a really good fall clean-up.
This is one of the ways to keep diseases in the garden at bay. Prevention is so
much better, and easier, than the cure.

Iris bed in the summer

Peony bed in the summer
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