
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

July 10, 2009

Blame the weather

 

Every gardener I know, myself included, is playing catch-up in the garden.
Between the incessant rains, end of school activities, graduations and
weddings, June has been a month for neglecting the garden. But this past
week has been a reprieve and July is off to a good start. However, after being
kept indoors for so long, I found myself torn between just wanting to sit in the
garden and getting on with the humongous job of setting the garden to order. 

Common sense prevailed and I managed to do both. I listed out mentally what
needed doing and assigned days to the tasks. This breaking down of chores
simplified things and resulted in a can-do attitude. As each day’s tasks got
done, I beached myself on a comfortable chair and caught up on my summer
reading. A well-earned reward.

Clean up from the rain damage

The rains had made a total mess of things. The weeds were rampant and in
some places they were in total control. The pests had enjoyed many feasts and
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were happily reproducing. Instead of lovely blossoms, there were ugly, brown,
wet glops attached to the stems. The roses in particular were hit hard.
Normally, as flowers get spent, they drop their petals, which dry up and blow
away. A self-cleaning system of sorts. But now, here they were looking
unsightly with no hope for improvement without the gardener’s intervention.

So I went cutting everything off and after a morning’s worth of work, the roses
and other plants looked quite presentable. That simple bit of tidying made a
big difference in the garden. From neglected child it went to prom queen. At
least that’s how I saw it when I re-ensconced myself in my favorite chair.

Now, the fruit trees have been netted, whatever needed deadheading has been
beheaded and additional vegetables have been planted. The weeds continue to
be addressed but at least for now they are no longer so abundant. The crab
and couch grasses in particular are the bane of my existence. The pests are in
turn being attacked by my vicious fingers as well as a spray of garlic and kelp. 

July and August require work, but provide the harvest as reward

The way I see it, July and August is a time for garden maintenance. Cutting
back and deadheading for tidiness, weeding, staking or tying back wayward
plants and harvesting produce are the principal tasks. Following a regular
schedule helps to keep it from becoming overwhelming. Some plants have
succumbed to last month’s vagaries and I see there are several areas that will
need replanting this autumn or next spring. At the risk of sounding
Pollyanna-ish, it is an opportunity to try out new plants. To lament those that
did not make it is futile. 

If anything, the humbling effect of the weather has been welcome. While I’ve
been put in my place, I can now blame the weather for all my mistakes.
Perfect. 
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Shobha Vanchiswar has been gardening all her life, the last 21 years in
Chappaqua. She received the Golden Trowel Award for garden design in 2007
from Garden Design magazine. Her jewel-of-a-garden here in New Castle was
on view in this year’s Garden Conservancy Open Day program. She has a
garden design business, Seeds of Design. Write her at
seedsofdesign@verizon.net.
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