
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

Harvest that lettuce!
June 5, 2009

Things to do in June

1. Keep weeding. Get into a regular schedule and the task will be manageable.

2. Mow regularly. Keep grass height to a minimum of three and a half inches.

3. Continue deadheading spent blossoms. It looks neat and also encourages
re-blooming.

4. Stay on the alert for pests. Keep organic treatments on hand.

5. Look for gaps and bald spots within flower beds. Fill in with appropriate
annuals but start thinking about what perennials to put in when fall comes.
Mark the places discreetly for easy identification in the autumn.

6. Look through bulb catalogs and make list of bulbs you want.

7. Order bulbs. The earlier you order, the better your chances of getting what
you want. They will arrive at the appropriate planting time.

8. Keep harvesting lettuces and other greens.

9. Vegetables require regular watering. Do be diligent as stressing the plants
will not yield a good harvest. More points to you if you maintain a rain barrel. 
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10. Now that they are done, prune back spring flowering shrubs such as lilacs
and forsythias.
Make time every day to sit and enjoy your garden.

When thinning out my radish seedlings this year, I was loath to simply toss the
excess. Instead, I made sandwiches. Sort of like watercress sandwiches. Thin
slices of bread, a generous smear of butter topped with a layer of the seedling
leaves and finally a sprinkling of sea-salt. Delicious. The Queen would approve.

Response to reader regarding Amaryllis bulbs

Amaryllis bulbs from earlier years will re-bloom much later than ones
purchased this past winter, so be patient. My own amaryllis from past years
are only now in bloom. I see them as grand dames. They make an appearance
in their own time and have no wish to mingle with the ingénues.

If anyone recalls, a year ago I said I would see if the amaryllis planted in pots
of sand would re-bloom. They do. I’m relieved about this as wet sand works
much better than soil or pebbles in anchoring the bulbs. As you know,
amaryllis has a habit of tilting, and sometimes even toppling over, when it gets
top heavy, just when it is in full bloom and poised to strike a pose.
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Shobha Vanchiswar has been gardening all her life, the last 19 years in
Chappaqua. She received the Golden Trowel Award for garden design in 2007
from Garden Design magazine. Her jewel-of-a-garden here in New Castle was
on view in last year’s Garden Conservancy Open Day program. She has a
garden design business, Seeds of Design. Write her at
seedsofdesign@verizon.net.
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