
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar
Shobha visits Henriette Suhr at Rocky Hills.  See “Read more” or Photo Gallery.
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Things to do in May

1. Begin weeding seriously! Those annoyances are back with a vengeance and
one needs to stay on top of things.
2. Fertilize all beds, trees and pots. Dig the compost in well.
3. Mulch the plants. This will not only keep the weeds down but will also hold
in the moisture thus reducing the need for water.
4. Deadhead bulbs and let the leaves be. Cut back leaves only when they’re
yellow and appear quite spent.
5. Get stakes in place. Peonies in particular must be staked early.
6. Grass will begin to need mowing. Try increasing the height of the blade.
This helps to keep in the moisture and thus it will require less watering. Grass
clippings left behind need not be collected. The clippings will act like mulch. I
know it will not look pristine but it is more environmentally sound.
7. Check empty spots in flower beds and make a list of what you would like to
plant.
8. Visit nurseries armed with your list, but be prepared to be flexible.
9. Start visiting gardens, both private and public, to get inspired with new
ideas. If anything, commiserating with other gardeners is therapeutic.
10. When choosing plants, include ones that attract birds, bees and butterflies.
11. Keep weeding.
12. Pause to bask in the sights and smells of the season. This is what makes all
the hard work worthwhile.
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Visit the Darwin exhibit at the New York Botanical Garden

I went to the Darwin exhibit at the New York Botanical Garden last Friday. It is
well done and holds appeal for gardeners and science buffs alike. The show
emphasizes Darwin’s interest in botany and there is something to be learned
by everyone who attends, adults as well as children. In addition, the recreated
Down House garden is delightful. So do take the family and make a visit. The
exhibit is on until June 15 and you can purchase tickets online.
http://nybg.org/  At this time, the tulips are at their peak there – a wonderful
sight for all those beset with deer in their own gardens. Go ahead, live
vicariously.
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