
In the Garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

Snowdrops, weathering through
February 20, 2009
Despite the few additional dustings of snow this week, my gardening juices
have begun surging in my veins just like the sap is rising in the trees. There is
so much organizing and preparing to be done.

It’s hard to believe that the huge piles of snow and the treacherous ice have all
melted. I’ve taken advantage of it by clearing the garden of all sorts of debris
that had been scattered about. I’ve found twigs and branches brought down by
wind and ice, papers from neighboring recycling bins as well as an ornament
or two that rolled off somebody’s discarded Christmas tree.

I hope you use this opportunity to cut back the perennials and ornamental
grasses. There will be more snow I’m sure, but you will have already gotten
some work done. Take also some time to inspect the decks, patios, railings,
stairs, paths, statuaries and edgings. If anything needs repair or repainting,
you can schedule it in and be better organized for the busy season ahead.
Whilst walking around the garden, tread carefully as the ground is rather wet
and you do not want to disturb any emerging new growth. Actually, you need
to be cautious even if the ground is dry as it is not always easy to spy the tips
of bulbs breaking through.
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The pattern and sequence of snow melt is an excellent guide to the micro-
climates that exist in one’s garden. You can see where it is warmer, shadier,
exposed or sheltered. This makes the selection of appropriate plants easier, or
helps you to see why existing plants are growing the way they are.

If you are getting itchy to garden like I am, but the weather is what it is and
holding you back, I suggest you do some garden reading to tide you over. At
the moment, I’m reading “Gardening at the Dragon’s Gate” by Wendy Johnson.
It is very well written. I’m finding it quite informative and inspiring. Waiting in
the wings is “Flower Confidential” by Amy Stewart. For pure entertainment,
get yourself over to the library and check out some of the “garden mysteries.”
There is quite a selection. Ann Ripley and Anthony Eglin are two of the several
authors that come to mind. For viewing pleasures, I recommend DVDs of the
British series “Rosemary and Thyme.” In these episodes, two garden designers
solve murder mysteries. They are rather charming and you can salivate over
the beautiful English gardens and countryside, though you won’t learn much
about gardening. No matter, we will all learn plenty when the gardening
season truly begins.

Amaryllis blooming
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Amaryllis buds
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