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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any regular 

phone (see next page).  

http://zoom.us/test
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 

“True hospitality is marked by an open response to the dignity of each and every 
person. Henri Nouwen has described it as receiving the stranger on his own 
terms, and asserts that it can be offered only by those who 'have found the 
center of their lives in their own hearts'.” 

Kathleen Norris, Dakota: A Spiritual Geography, 20th century 

“Mercy is the golden chain by which society is bound together.” 
William Blake, 19th century 

“The world will give you that once in awhile, a brief timeout; the boxing bell rings 
and you go to your corner, where somebody dabs mercy on your beat-up life.” 

Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees, 21st century 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 

YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. If you 

are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, you can turn 

off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/
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INTROIT  “The Church Is Wherever God’s People” 

 

Text © 1963 W.L. Jenkins (admin. Westminster John Knox Press); Arrangement © 1971 F.R.C. Clarke 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033.  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

With joy and celebration, God welcomes us to this gathering. 

How good it is when the Spirit joins us together! 

With joy and celebration, we welcome one another. 

We greet each other by name; we are all invited to God’s gracious rule. 

We open our hearts, to receive God’s love;  

we open our arms, to receive God’s people. 

In this company, each one of God’s children is welcome.  

Let us worship our welcoming God! 
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HYMN #401 “Here in This Place” GATHER US IN 

 
Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033.  

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Created to live with one another and our God, we know the truth about our lives and 

relationships: often our attention falters, we create rifts, we live with hurts. Yet, out of this 

brokenness, God shapes new people, giving every one of us a new start. Let us confess 

those things which separate us from one another, that we might be made one in Christ. 
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UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

Inviting God, in your house there is room for all. Yet we admit that we find it 

difficult to be as accepting as you. We find ourselves acting out of a sense of 

emptiness and need, rather than trusting and celebrating the abundance of 

your blessing. You fling wide the doors to your kin-dom, Welcoming God, 

but we don’t always hold them open for others. Your heart is open so that all 

might experience your grace, and we reluctantly remember our ungracious 

words and deeds. 

 Forgive us, God: heal our broken lives; mend our fragmented souls. 

Open our hearts to your vision of your gracious rule where all are welcome, 

all are affirmed, all are beloved — even as we receive these gifts from Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Can it be any clearer? God has created us to be a family - siblings, neighbors, friends. No 

longer strangers, we are all welcome in the kingdom of love, grace, and hope. 

In Christ, we are one. There are no barriers, no differences, no divisions. We 

are a new people, forgiven and made whole. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 13 

ONE: How long will it be, God?  

ALL: Have You forgotten me? 

Will You ignore me forever?  

How long will You hide Your face from me? 

How long must I wrestle with my thoughts,  

And carry the stone of grief in my heart?  

How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look at me, and answer me, my God!  

Bring light to my eyes, or I will lapse into the sleep of death, 

Then my enemy will say, “I have prevailed.”  

My foes will rejoice because I am shaken and tormented. 
[silence] 

But I have trusted in Your never-failing love.  

My heart rejoices in Your deliverance. 

I will sing to the Most High,  

Who has graced me so bountifully.  
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SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 10:40-42  

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 22:1-14   

SERMON “Too Much to Ask?” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: Today’s story of Abraham and Isaac tells of our ancestor in the faith, who became 

great because he held nothing back from God. Our own giving is different — thank God! 

And God still calls us to reach deeply into all that matters most in our lives, and give 

generously to the only source of goodness, hope, life, grace. We give back to the One who 

gave us all that we have and all that we are.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING  

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God, you gave us all that we have, and you invite us to increase in generosity. 

We ask your blessing on what we give, so the gifts may do good in the world. 

We ask your blessing on us, so we can give ever more deeply — and in our 

giving grow closer to you, the Giver of all good things. Amen!  
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HYMN #686 “God of Our Life” SANDON 

 
Text © 1928 F.M. Braselman, ren 1956 Presbyterian Board of Christian Education (admin. Westminster John Knox Press); 

Music Harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033.  

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE   

   
 


