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Gardening, and even the idea of it, can heal everything 
that ails us. As we slowly lift our heads up after what’s 
been a grueling few years, most of us can probably 

say that one of the few stress-free zones we’ve had since March, 
2020, is the garden. 

Now, we need to regenerate—and have a good laugh. You’ll 
find plenty of both in this year’s selections. Create the garden of 
your dreams in The Elegant and Edible Garden by Linda Vater, 
keep the pollinators coming back year after year with Garden 
Allies: The Insects, Birds & Other Animals That Keep Your Garden 
Beautiful and Thriving by Frédérique Lavoipierre, and develop 
your own renewable space with The Regenerative Garden: 80 
Practical Projects for Creating a Self-Sustaining Garden Ecosystem 
by Stephanie Rose. 

You might get a kick out The Joy of Weeds: A Celebration of Wild 
Plants by Paul Farrell, or Seeds and Weeds by Craig and Erich 
Pearson. 

There’s more: read the review of an award-winning book on 
keeping tropical plants, or learn about the author of The Secret 
Garden. Mostly, enjoy the reviews of these wonderful books. 
You’ve earned it. 

The Elegant and Edible Garden
By Linda Vater
Hardcover: 208 pages
Publisher: Cool Springs Press, an imprint of The Quarto Group, 
April, 2022
Reviewer: Stephanie Woodlock

Author Linda Vater shares with 
the reader many lessons from 
her ongoing project creating and 
maintaining The Elegant and Edible 
Garden. Captivated by the style 
of the famous British gardener, 
Rosemary Verey, the author creates 
a faithful echo of the mood of 
her inspiration in the harsher 
landscape of the southern prairie. 
Oklahoma is famous for searing 
summer weather (a condition of 

which we in the northeast have experienced, too, this year). But as 
The Elegant and Edible Garden illustrates, with a bow to necessity, 
it is possible to create the garden of our dreams. 

continued on page 4
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President’s Letter
Bulbosity and generosity

Dear Fellow Gardeners, 
Goodbye October, we hate to see you go. What a great month, with a spectacular show 
of color! 

Our annual bulb sale brought many of you to our meeting space to take advantage 
of the wonderful offerings. As they always do, Cheryl Whalen and Allison Rabinko 
sorted, organized, and priced the bulbs for us. We at CT Hort are also thankful to 
Colorblends, John Scheepers, and White Flower Farm for their generosity. What fun it 
was to be present witnessing all that enthusiasm along with Andrew Pighills’ excellent 
lecture, “Stone in the Garden.”

As we move into November and our gardens are done for the season, it is always with 
sorrow that I prepare for the upcoming change in daylight and weather. But we New 
Englanders put our best foot forward and embrace what Mother Nature holds for us. 
Our last “in person” lecture until April is with Lorraine Ballato on November 17; she 
will give us new ideas on how to use the right shrub in the right place.

It is with a grateful heart that I acknowledge you volunteers who show up and just get 
things done! From checking us in at the door, buying refreshments and setting them 
out, organizing and processing bulb sales, garden market set up and tear down, and 
behind the scenes coordination….THANK YOU. 

If we don't meet at the November 17 meeting, I hope you have the blessing of a happy 
holiday season.

Gratefully, 
Cheryl Marino

Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens 
Connecticut Gardener

The Garden Barn Nursery
Go Organic LLC

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!



Page 3 Winter 2022 CT Hort Newsletter

Coming up this winter (via Zoom ONLY):

January 19, 2023: Designing with Native Plants 
James Dillon, landscape designer and horticulturalist

February 16, 2023: A Piet Oudolf Story:  
Naturalistic Landscape and Garden Design 
Deborah Chud, landscape design consultant  
and educator

March 16, 2023: Poppies, Peacocks and  
Parterres—Gardens of Scotland 
Nancy Stevens, gardener and author

Shrubs, the New Perennial 
with Lorraine Ballato
Thursday, November 17, 2022 • 7:30 pm
In person at Emanuel Synagogue (160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford),  
and live via Zoom (you’ll be sent the link on the Sunday before the talk).

Lorraine Ballato

Shrubs now come in sizes from 12" to 24", just the right 
size to take the place of perennials in your borders and 
gardens. They dazzle with their foliage and flowers and 
require almost no maintenance. Join Lorraine Ballato as 
she introduces these newer shrubs and discusses how to 
integrate them into your garden.
Lorraine Ballato is a professional horticulturist who 
shares her knowledge through lectures, social media, and 
magazines. You can find her contributions in Connecticut 
Gardener, Edible Nutmeg, Coast of Maine, and more. She 
has been an instructor at the New York Botanical Garden 
for more than 10 years and can be found on numerous 
gardening radio programs and podcasts.

When she is not in her own garden, Lorraine volunteers 
her time to the Fairfield County Master Gardener Organic 
Vegetable Demonstration Garden in Bethel, CT. There, 
she works with a team of Master Gardeners and interns, 
teaching the public about growing vegetables organically. 
Their combined efforts result in annual food bank 
contributions of more than 1000 pounds.
Lorraine's latest book is the best-selling Success With 
Hydrangeas, A Gardener's Guide. Prior to that, she published 
Successful Self Watering Containers: Converting Your Favorite 
Container to a Self-Waterer.

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, please take a 
moment to tell us what you thought of the presenter. 
Your candid feedback helps us to arrange for 
speakers that will hold your interest. Take the six-

question survey on our website – cthort.org. Click on the survey icon found on 
any page then chose the speaker you want to rate. Thank you for your feedback.

Congratulation to  
the 2022-2023  

CT Hort Scholarship 
recipients! 

Ana DiMauro
Nicole Molloy
Carlie Ritchie

Naugatuck Valley  
Community College

Mya Julian
Aiden Usher

Go to https://cthort.org/support/
other-ways-to-give/ for more 

information about these winners  
and their studies. 
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The success of her approach, illustrated in many of the book’s 
photographs owes as much to its recognition of the limits imposed 
by climate, neighborhood setting, house style and budget as to its 
fidelity to its original vision. The result is a garden where cabbages 
are grown among the tulips and the ‘vegetable garden  is an elegant 
potager edged with boxwood hedges. The style reads English 
while maintaining its suitability to a smaller space in a much more 
challenging climate. This is a lesson that we all will be called upon 
to master increasingly as climate change becomes more intense.

A signature feature of Vater’s garden is the use of topiary, mostly 
grown in pots, placed throughout the garden lending a sculptural 
element and reinforcing its sense of order. She discusses a number 
of readily available plants that make good topiaries and she gives 
readers suggestions on how to transform them. Other features 
that contribute to the success of her design include trees that are 
limbed up to reveal the lines of trunk and branches and beautiful 
hardscaping, in the forms of a stone patio and walkways and even 
fences that are painted to match the house trim. 

Although the title mentions edibles, this is a book about 
stylish gardening incorporating vegetables carefully selected to 
complement the setting rather than vegetable gardening per se. 
The author discusses vegetable color and form, recommending 
varieties selected as much for aesthetics as for eating, though 
it is clear that both are important. There are many ideas for 
harmoniously incorporating vegetables into a small landscape 
without putting raised beds in the front yard. And this is where 
the strength of this book lies, in this and in its recognition that 
we must garden within the limits of our place.

How to Garden Indoors & Grow Your Own Food Year 
Round: Ultimate Guide to Vertical, Container, and 
Hydroponic Gardening (Creative Homeowner) Vegetables, 
Herbs, DIY Projects, Composting, Lights, & More
By Kim Roman
Paperback: 192 pages
Publisher: Creative Homeowner, March, 2022
Reviewer: Karla Dalley

Just a few of the many reasons to grow food indoors are local 
eating, fewer (or no) pests and diseases and food safety. Indeed, 
I began indoor growing during the pandemic after one too many 
scares with romaine lettuces. I now never worry about e. coli on 
my produce.

Kim Roman details all the reasons to grow indoors in her 
comprehensive book on the topic. She begins with photographs of 
indoor gardens around the world, and then continues, throughout 
the book, with numerous creative ideas for indoor growing.

For those of us who remember hydroponic gardens of several 
decades ago—somewhat finicky setups that required hydroponic 

pebbles or hydrogels—indoor 
growing today has certainly 
evolved. It can be hydroponic, of 
course, but it can also be done in 
containers, in plant towers (which 
are exactly what they sound like—
compact indoor growing areas), 
or in something else. It can use 
natural sunlight if you have it, and 
if not, there are compact LEDs to 
supplement growth.

Best of all, just as in outdoor growing, there are a huge variety 
of smaller plants—herbs, vegetables, and even berries—that are 
suitable for containers. And if they can be grown in containers, 
you can grow them indoors year-round.

Roman has charts, along with more in-depth plant profiles, to 
assist with indoor gardening. With vegetable gardening, she even 
tells you if you will need to hand-pollinate, and if so, how to do so.

In short, this book has everything for indoor growing success, 
whether it’s a few herbs on the windowsill or a complete vegetable 
garden. 

Containers in the Garden
By Claus Dalby
Hardcover: 176 pages
Publisher: Cool Springs Press, an 
imprint of The Quarto Group, 
April, 2022
Reviewer: Anita Vaillonis

Containers in the Garden is the 
fourth book written by Claus 
Dalby on the topic of potted 
gardens, and now I understand 
why his books are so successful: 
the book is well presented, beautifully illustrated, and inspiring. 

Dalby encourages the reader to try different styles, sizes and 
colors of containers. Who doesn’t love a terra cotta pot with a 
mossy patina? But aren’t glazed pots with bold colors fun too? 
He encourages us to be bold and experimental. After all, pots are 
easily refilled with different plants if you don’t like what you see 
in the first go-round. Plants and pots can be changed seasonally 
and placed in a different location. He notes that his container 
gardens are constantly changing with his own seasonal whims.

Once the basics of pots, soil and drainage are covered, the real 
fun begins: chapter after chapter, this book is filled with images of 
interesting and bold color combinations. The author is, after all, 
an artist first and foremost, and a horticulturist second. He brings 
our attention to the variety of foliage that exists and how to use 

2022 Review of Gardening Books     from page 1
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foliage alone to create a subtle yet elegant look. He encourages 
us to paint with many boldly colored flowers that the potted 
garden is a party in itself. He makes the plant combinations look 
effortless. It makes me eager to try something new and different.

I closed this book realizing that container gardening is fun! Try a 
new pot. Try a new plant. Make combinations that you would not 
have imagined before. Keep refreshing the plantings throughout 
the seasons. Move the containers around all year. I realized that 
container gardening is so much more versatile than gardening in a 
plot of soil. Best of all, this book is a great place for a novice gardener 
to start and an experienced gardener to gain artistic inspiration.

Unearthing the Secret 
Garden: The Plants and 
Places That Inspired Frances 
Hodgson Burnett 
By Marta McDowell
Hardcover: 321 pages
Publisher: Cool Springs Press, an 
imprint of The Quarto Group, 
October, 2021
Reviewer: Celeste Yanni

This bounty of a book unearths more than a secret garden. We 
are introduced to two talented women authors. Marta McDowell 
is a writer, lecturer and consultant in landscape history and 
horticulture. Her interest in the relationship between “pen 
and trowel” has resulted in books about the gardens of Emily 
Dickinson, Beatrix Potter, and Laura Ingalls Wilder. In her latest 
book, McDowell focuses on Frances Hodgson Burnett, the author 
of the still popular children’s book, The Secret Garden.  

This richly illustrated 305-page book about a book (and more) 
is organized into four parts with eight chapters detailing Frances 
Burnett Hodgson’s life, her gardens and how both influenced 
her writing of The Secret Garden. Burnett was already in her 
50s, a successful businesswoman and famous writer of articles, 
novels, and the children’s book, Little Lord Fauntleroy, when she 
purchased Maytham Hall in Kent, England. Burnett had travelled 
extensively, lost one son to tuberculosis, and divorced her first 
husband. Seeking a “nest” in which to write and entertain, she 
returned to her native England and began the rehabilitation of 
the house and its gardens. There Burnett would immerse herself 
in the pleasure and practice of gardening developing a life-long 
interest in roses, delphiniums, and fountains. 

The process of growing a garden inspired Burnett to write The 
Secret Garden interweaving aspects of her life story with that of 
the book’s storyline. McDowell offers perceptive analysis of the 
overlap of fact and fiction in summarizing the plot and characters. 
She embellishes with colorful illustrations and historical pictures. 

Frances Hodgson Burnett cultivated two other gardens. One, 
Plandome Park, on the north shore of Long Island, like the one 

at Maytham Hall, no longer exists. The other, Clifton Heights, is 
in Bermuda where Burnett sought warmer winter climates in her 
old age and developed a new interest in flowers and plants suited 
to more temperate climate. 

The book concludes with a sample of other garden-related 
writings of Burnett’s, including one about her pet English robin 
who figured so importantly in The Secret Garden. McDowell 
includes an extensive chart of plants used by Burnett in each of 
her gardens. Given the quality and quantity of information in this 
book, Unearthing the Secret Garden: The Plants and Places that 
Inspired Frances Hodgson Burnett, it should be read repeatedly-in 
parts and in its entirety-as an enjoyable and informative historical 
and horticultural resource.  

Garden Allies: The Insects, 
Birds & Other Animals 
That Keep Your Garden 
Beautiful and Thriving
By Frédérique Lavoipierre
Paperback, 320 pages
Timber Press, October, 2021
Reviewer: Barb Skomorowski

"Lavoipierre explains how your 
garden can be a thriving, balanced 
community that gives more to your 
landscape than it takes." 

—Douglas W. Tallamy

The content for Garden Allies began as a series of articles for 
Pacific Horticulture magazine. The series continued for 10 years, 
providing plenty of material for a book. Carefully researched 
factoids and lovingly detailed pen-and-ink illustrations were 
added and each article became its own chapter. Each discussion 
finishes with a brief summary of pertinent facts and taxonomic 
information. As such, the book is a useful reference with each 
5- or 6-page essay delivered in a format that provides consistent 
and thorough information on each “ally.”

Author Frédérique Lavoipierre holds a master’s degree in 
biology, with an emphasis on ecological principles of sustainable 
landscapes. She maintains that, “Whether these organisms are 
friends or foes depends largely on how you, the gardener, perceive 
their place in your garden.” The garden characters she discusses 
include: bees, butterflies, soil, centipedes, spiders, birds, bats, and 
more. Lavoipierre also maintains a Facebook page (facebook.
com/Garden.Allies/) for ongoing tips and photos. 

Garden Allies is a book that would interest a wide audience from 
beginner gardener to entomologist. A novice will glean a better 
understanding of the interconnectivity of the garden community 
while the expert may pick up a new factoid or online resource, 
book, or movie to look into. 

continued on page 6
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The Regenerative Garden: 
80 Practical Projects for  
Creating a Self-Sustaining 
Garden Ecosystem
By Stephanie Rose
Paperback: 176 pages
Publisher: Cool Springs Press, 
an imprint of The Quarto 
Group, March, 2022
Reviewer: Roger Desmond

Imagine the garden you have 
now in 10 years. You were 
away all that time and now 

you see a space full of birds singing, plants of many colors, and 
only an occasional weed lurking in the background. You wonder 
how this was possible without your loving touch throughout the 
seasons. In this book, Stephanie Rose explains how this scenario 
is not only possible but how you can build a regenerative garden 
that thrives with a minimum of human contact. 

One of the descriptive words for this type of garden is permaculture, 
the practice of using the characteristics of plants and animals in 
a wholistic way that emulates nature to produce a garden that 
sustains itself. How is this possible? Rose presents a very practical 
set of techniques that use natural fertilizers, nutrients, soil fixers 
and other elements to function much like a forest, where plants 
and animals thrive without seasonal management. 

In the chapter titled “Soil,” for example, she describes how to 
fashion a garden hügelkultur which is a raised bed that mounds 
slow-decaying material like wooden logs on the bottom of a pile 
of carbon-rich materials like compost and green manure. The 
material on the bottom will take a long time to decay while plants 
on top of the mound will have continuing access to the nutrients. 
This method will preserve water and provide slow heat thus adding 
to plant productivity. 

There are 79 other suggestions in this book. Any of these will be 
of great use to a gardener who wants a self-managing ecosystem 
on their property. The chapter on water is timely and useful. As 
many places are experiencing drought due to increasing warmth 
there are a variety of ways of conserving and recycling rainwater 
that make total sense. Clay pots, rain gardens, wicking beds and 
other approaches are all effective and easy methods of water 
conservation for a garden of any size. 

Most readers will adopt a few of the many suggestions in this 
book. There is no “recipe” for a final product. The strength of 
these ideas at any level will bring positive results. Readers will 
soon see that a regenerative garden has ethical dimensions as 
well as efficiency. Conservation of materials, eliminating waste 
and a concern for introducing children to the joys of the garden 
are present alongside useful tips. Anyone who yearns for planting 
season will appreciate this book.   

Tropical Plants and How 
To Love Them
By Marianne Wilburn
Paperback: 176 pages
Publisher: Cool Springs Press, 
an imprint of The Quarto 
Group, March, 2022
Reviewer: Clare Meade

Tired of your mid-summer 
garden? Tired of the plants 
you’ve been using for so long? 
Need a new source of energy 
and creativity? Marianne Willburn’s book Tropical Plants and 
How to Love Them may be just what you need. 

Winner of the GardenComm 2022 Media Awards Silver Award 
of Achievement in the Publisher/Book General Readership 
Category, Marianne’s book introduces us to tropical plants with 
care instructions, tips for seeing them safely through the winter, 
and advice for design in temperate areas. Using five categories, 
Marianne helps us focus on plants that are easy to grow and much 
easier than you think to overwinter.

For us in general Zone 6, the work of overwintering can be a 
barrier to spending money, energy and emotional commitment 
for tropical plants. Marianne gives us a way to think about 
commitment to tropical plants by categorizing them as human 
relationships:

• A summer romance that ends with the first frost.
• A long-term commitment to beautify indoor and outdoor 

spaces.
• A best-friend relationship that can go dormant and emerge 

strong again.
• A special, high-maintenance beauty that is worth the extra 

care.
• A friends-with-benefits relationship that yields edible and 

medicinal value. 

Some plants are wonderful for a summer, some can come indoors 
as houseplants, some can be stored dormant, some can easily 
be grown from seed the next year, some are worth a long-term 
commitment to winter over. As a gardener who is always looking 
for statement pieces, I found Marianne’s tips on planting out and 
overwintering to be spot on. For those high maintenance pieces 
that you know you’re keeping, she recommends sinking them into 
your beds in a pot. The plant will send roots through the bottom 
holes, but you’ll be able to lift them with minimal disturbance 
when it's time to come in.  

While the text is amusing, fast-reading and informative, I have 
come back again and again to the photographs. Eye-candy 
wonderful, they suggest audacious plant combinations for sunny 
and shady spots. We are familiar with tropicals in container 
planters—foliage and flowers used as exotic hot spots. But 
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Marianne’s garden designs show that tropicals can blend and 
enhance our hardy perennial beds. I did double-takes at pictures 
of Japanese painted ferns planted through with variegated snake 
plant and tropical castor bean weaving through temperate 
junipers. 

Tropical Plants and How to Love Them is a cover-to-cover 
inspiration that gives us confidence to take the unusual and make 
it typical. 

The Joy of Weeds: A Celebration 
of Wild Plants
By Paul Farrell
Paperback: 176 pages
Publisher :  Pavil ion Books, 
October, 2022
Reviewer: Kathy Niver

Merriam-Webster defines weed 
as “A plant that is not valued 
where it is growing and usually 
of vigorous growth.” How I apply 
that definition in my own garden 

has changed over the years. What was once pulled as a “weed”, I 
now see in commercial trade and some actually help me garden 
smarter. However, your definition of “weed” and which plants 
are “weeds" may change after reading this book. It has improved 
my awareness and respect for some plants I once cursed. The 
author, Paul Farrell, articulates the nutritional and culinary value, 
benefits to wildlife, a source for building healthy soil and the 
aesthetic beauty weeds provide. The book has a lengthy list of 
weeds to know, their description, attributes and beneficial uses. 
The identifier section helps you find them and know who’s who.
David Culp, the CT Hort September speaker, made several 
references to seeing weeds in a different way. How about Sorel 
soup? His mantra is, “if you can’t beat ‘em, eat ‘em.” 

Once you start browsing the dictionary of weed plants, you might 
have a hard time putting it down. There are many surprising facts 
and you may find some interesting things ending up on your 
dinner plate.

The Joy of Weeds now sits in my library between horticulture and 
cookbooks, where it’s an easy reference to use.

Becoming a Gardener: What Reading and Digging 
Taught Me About Living
by Catie Marron
Hardcover: 256 pages 
Publisher: Harper Design: An Imprint of Harper Collins 
Publishers, USA, 2022
Reviewer: Beth Ann Loveland Sennett

In Becoming a Gardener: What Reading and Digging Taught Me 
About Living, author Catie Marron tells the story of her growth 
into a new identity as a gardener. Marron turned to gardening 
when she and her husband 
purchased an incredible 
property in Connecticut. 
When Ms. Marron asked 
herself, “How can I make 
this home MY place?” she 
found an unexpected answer 
(particularly as she had never 
considered herself to have a 
green thumb): that by putting 
down roots in the garden, 
she could make the whole 
enterprise her own. 

This stunningly beautiful book imparts Marron’s story through 
words, photographs, drawings, paintings, and hand-drawn 
garden plans. The photography was specially commissioned. The 
extraordinary gouaches are creations of the “All the Way to Paris” 
studio, one of Marron’s remarkable connections. 
Imagining her garden, Ms. Marron was informed by personal 
visits to historic and notable public and private gardens around 
the world, and the authors whose books she collected. Her story is 
replete with advice gleaned from these sources. Incredibly, Marron 
gave herself 18 months to create a masterpiece that blended into 
the surrounding hills. 
Working in the garden, Ms. Marron makes sense of a more 
emotional voyage, following the sudden loss of her husband in 
December of 2019, and then the difficulties of the pandemic. 
Marron found meaning and healing through gardening. Beginning 
as a gardening novice, she is recast as a woman of strength and 
resolve with her feet firmly in garden clogs and her hands deep into 
rich dark humus, producing succulent fruits, and veggies with the 
help of experts and beloved garden friends. Thus, she transformed 
a property from an arboretum into a garden paradise.
A cautionary note: while awaiting delivery of the hard copy text, 
I purchased the audible version, and found it flat and colorless. 
Buy the book.
Becoming a Gardener: What Reading and Digging Taught Me 
About Living is a treasure, and it you might find a place for it in 
your home. As Catie Marron says, your garden should reflect you: 
your “. . . imagination, memories, dreams, and life experiences.” 

continued on page 8
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Seeds and Weeds: The 
Funniest Things People 
Have Said About Gardening
By Craig and Erich Pearson
Paperback: 350 pages
Publisher: Quippery Press
Reviewer: Zellene Sandler

In choosing a book to review, I 
looked for something to lighten 

my mood and hopefully yours, too. Seeds and Weeds made me laugh 
out loud: each page, one chuckle per page. 

This is the kind of book to open at random when you are feeling down 
about the state of your garden being taken over by garlic mustard. 

The Preface to the book reads: “By all means read this book aloud 
at garden parties, but be cautioned to wait until guests have finished 
eating. You don’t want their laughter to cause them to shoot garden 
salad from their nostrils.” This sets the tone for the book.

I opened to the “Natural Laws of Gardening” to find the following 
quotes among many others:
“Annuals mean disappointment once a year.”
“The only way to guarantee year-round color is to buy a garden gnome.”
“A good gardener always plants things in threes. One for the bugs, 
one for the weather, and one for herself.”

This book is packed with quotes such as: “Those tingles you feel 

walking into a garden center…That’s all your good judgment exiting 
your body.”  And “Time to stuff a zucchini. I won’t say where.” Or, 
“When you feel the world spinning out of control, take heart, there’s 
an orchid called Hanging Naked Men.” (orchis italica.)       

The news in brief article from The Onion, “Home Depot Introduces 
New 100 Pound Bag of Mulch for *ing Up Your Back in the 
Gardening Section,” is hilarious. “Made from all-natural organic 
materials, our new too-heavy bag of mulch is absolutely perfect 
for destroying your spine the very first time you try to pick it up. 
Conveniently located on the cement floor so you can’t get your 
hands underneath it, this…will leave you doubled over in the garden 
section screaming “(expletive deleted.)”

The book is divided into chapters such as Dastardly Weeds, Carrots 
in Love, and World Naked Gardening Day (yes, there really is 
such a thing celebrated in the U.S. the first Saturday in May.) Each 
chapter is full of anecdotes, cartoons and photos. The cover of the 
book proclaims there is humor about “Garden Hazards, Gardening 
Tips, Compost, Manure, Dibbers, and much more.” Read the book 
if you don’t know what a dibber is.

This book is published by Quippery Press. Others in their offerings 
include “Fur and Grrr…the Funniest Things People have said 
about Dogs”, and “Fur and Purr…the Funniest Things People have 
said about Cats.” I bought the latter since I am a cat-lover and it 
is just hysterically funny. Seriously, if you need a good laugh, get  
this book.  

McVane, Bellobuono, Kuzmak, 
Wiezalis, and Bibisi, Law

ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE ADMINISTRATION,  
REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL INJURY

Buying or selling?  
Let us help with our extensive experience with closings  

of houses and business properties.

Rest easier with the proper estate plan in place.

Need help settling a loved one's estate? We Have more than  
50 years experience navigating the Probate Court process.

Injured by another in an accident ? or at work? We can help. 

Our partners provide over 150 years of collective experience  
so don't hesitate to call us for any issue.

Contact us:  
MBKWBLAW.COM   860-956-0043

Meet with us at our office:  
801 Maple Avenue (South end)  Hartford, CT 06114
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Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. 
To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org.  
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries 
below. Deadline for January issue is December 15.

Thurs., Nov. 3 at 7pm: The Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Working Group's 2022 symposium, Strategies for Managing 
Invasive Plants: Assess, Remove, Replace, and Restore. 
Sessions include a variety of techniques for management of 
terrestrial and aquatic invasives, as well as restoration with 
native alternatives. CEUs for organizations and Pesticide 
Recertification. Registration is $65 and $25 for students. 
More info: cipwg.uconn.edu/2022-symposium.

Thurs., Nov. 10, 12pm: the West Hartford Garden Club 
presents “Holiday Tablescapes with Rachael Flamme, 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 679 Farmington Avenue, W. 
Hartford. Rachael, a florist at Riverside Garden Center and 
Nursery in Collinsville, will demonstrate how to create a 
Thanksgiving tablescape and how to transition it to Christmas 
and/or Hanukkah. Free to members; guest donation is $10. 
Go to www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org to register.

Fri., Dec. 2, 12-3pm & Sat., Dec. 3, 9am-1pm: Greens Sale by 
the Mystic Garden Club, Mystic Museum of Art, 9 Water St., 
Mystic. The Mystic Garden Club Greens Sale offers custom-
decorated wreaths in-person as well as our most popular items 
online this year. Our Mystic Garden Club Designers will be 
on hand this year to design the perfect wreath for your home, 
hand-tied wreaths and lush natural sprays made from fresh 
greens. Shop online as well, at https://www.mysticgardenclub.
org/events/. Profits from the sale go towards local grants and 
scholarships. Additional event information: (860) 460-4090.

Thurs., Dec. 15, 1-3pm: Annual Holiday Tea & Design Pop-
Up Shop and Wreath Exhibit presented by the Wallingford 
Garden Club, Wallingford Public Library, 200 North Main 
St., Wallingford. Tea, coffee, and punch with finger sandwiches 
and holiday pastries prepared by club members is served to 
the general public. Holiday wreaths and swags prepared by 
club members decorate the walls of the Community Room. 
There will also be a Design Pop Up Shop with holiday items 
to purchase. For more information please call: 203-269-2653.

BioSafe Systems is your 
true partner in horticulture  

with accessible service, technical support,  
and sustainable chemistries for all stages  
of production.

860-290-8890  |  BioSafeSystems.com

A family-owned and operated  
company proudly based in Connecticut
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GOAL
$8,000
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$4,000

$2,000

2022-2023 Scholarship Fund 

The 2022-2023 season 
begins again, and with it, 
a fresh goal of $8,000 to 
provide scholarships to 

students. We hope you'll 
consider helping us reach 

that goal! Go to cthort.org 
to learn how to give.  

Thank you!

$1,949
Give the gift of  

annual membership to CT Hort, 
starting at only $55! 

-Learn from nationally-known speakers
-Get access to private tours and one-of-a-kind workshops
-Enjoy our newsletter
-Receive discounts from more than 25 nurseries in CT
And so much more! CTHort.org/membership

Bulbs and stone, galore! 
It was a great night for everyone who came out in October (in person and on Zoom) 
for an evening with Andrew Pighills, stone artisan extraordinaire, who shared his 
knowledge with the crowd of more than 130 people. 

Folks who came to the talk bought up almost all of 
the bulbs at CT Hort's annual fall bulb sale. We made 
$1,755 for our education scholarship fund! Thanks to 
Colorblends Wholesale Flowerbulbs, White Flower 
Farm, and John Scheepers Beauty from Bulbs for their 
generous donations, and to Cheryl and Alison from 
White Flower Farm for their work in coordinating 
the sale.

Brett Isaacson, past president of the CT Hort board, 
discussed the benefits of leadership at the October 
speaker meeting. He won this year's Service Award for 
his endless volunteering efforts for the organization, 
and received a gift card to the Max Group restaurants, 
presented by CT Hort Board President Cheryl Marino.
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CT Hort Travel 

Philadelphia Flower Show • March 8-10, 2023
Depart aboard a deluxe motor coach for three days 
in the City of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia, PA.

We’ll be stopping at the brand new Faith & Liberty 
Discovery Center, the Museum of the American 
Revolution, the Barnes Foundation, and of course, 
the 194th Pennsylvania Horticulture Society’s 
Philadelphia Flower Show, back to its indoor 
space! John Bartram, botanist, horticulturalist 
and explorer, will join us for dinner one night. 
The costumed impersonator will share his stories, 
humor and horticultural history. 

CT Hort member price:  
$879pp double / $1129pp single
Regular price: $929pp double / $1179pp single

Call Barbara at Friendship Tours  
(860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.



Connecticut Horticultural Society
P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs., Nov. 3 –  Board of Directors  

 Remote Meeting, 7 pm 

Thurs., Dec. 15 –  Deadline for January 
 Newsletter

Thurs., Jan. 19 –  Speaker presentation  
 featuring “Designing  
 with Native Plants” with  
 James Dillon, 7:00 pm  
 (Zoom only)

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.

Coming in 
December:

CT Flower  
Cooperative Christmas 

Greens Workshop

Broken Arrow  
Wreath Workshop 

Details and registration 
information coming to 

your inbox soon!


