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I 've  wante d  to  v i s i t  Bran d y wine 
Cottage ever since I had the pleasure of 
taking David Culp's "Shade Perennials" 
course at Longwood Gardens twenty 
years ago. Although the Philadelphia 
Flower Show was the headline event in 
this June's Friendship Tours CT Hort 
Pennsylvania trip, the highlight for me 
was being guided through the gardens 
at Brandywine Cottage by David Culp 
himself.  I have no idea how many 
people have gardened this property 
since the antique farmhouse was first 
constructed, but I have discovered 
that a horticultural happening may 
have played a role in the framing of 
our nation's constitution.

Brandywine Cottage is situated about 
40  m i les  f rom Ph i ladelp h ia ,  not 
far  from the Old Lancaster  Pike. 
Considered to be the first engineered 
ro ad  bu i l t  in  the  Un ite d  States , 
th e  p r i va t e l y  f i na n c e d  t urn p i ke 
l i n ke d  L a n c a s t e r,  Pe n n s y l v a n i a 
with Philadelphia ,  the US capital 
f rom 1790-1800.  Beg un in  1793 
and completed in 1795, about the 
same time Brandywine Cottage was 
originally constructed, the 62-mile-
long toll road was paved.

In 1787, less than a decade before 
the Lancaster Turnpike was finished, 
d e l e g a t e s  m e t  i n  th e  s w e l t er i n g 
heat of a Philadelphia summer to 
produce the document we know as 
the Constitution of the United States 
of America. George Washington had 
happily settled into retirement as a 
gentleman farmer after resigning his 
commission as Commander-in-Chief 
at  the close of  the Revolutionar y 
War in 1783.  Summoned back to 
c enter  s ta g e  to  pre s i d e  o ver  th e 
Constitutional Convention, he spent 

the month prior to his  departure 
from Mount Vernon working in his 
garden. On April 7, 1787, he noted 
in his diary: "In my Botanical garden 
in the Section immediately adjoining 
to, & west of the Salt House I sowed 
first three rows of the Kentucke clover 
15 inches apart and next to these 9 
rows of guinea grass the same distance 
apart." (MountVernon.org )

Washington welcomed opportunities 
t o  l e a r n  w h a t  f e l l o w  g a r d e n e r s 
were doing ,  especia l ly  as  respites 
from the  c lose d- do or  sess ions  of 
the  Convention .  His  d iar y  entr y 
for  Sunday,  June  10 ,1787 reads : 
"Breakfasted by agreement at Mr. 
Powell's, and in Company with him 
rid to see the Botanical Garden of 
Mr. Bartram; which tho' Stored with 
many curious plts, Shrubs & trees, 
many of which are exotics was not 
laid off with much taste, nor was it 
large."  (Founders Online, National 
Archives) Nevertheless, Washington 
was sufficiently interested in Bartram's 
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President’s Letter
Kicking Fall into High Gear

Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

September signifies a new season at CT Hort, and with it a renewed sense of energy. 

Our lectures begin on the 15th with David Culp—a special program, both live in 
person and streamed over Zoom in partnership with New England Botanic Garden 
at Tower Hill. 

Our new website is ready to be used with a clean look and easier navigation for the 
user. I encourage you to visit the new cthort.org to see for yourself how easy it is to 
renew online, book a trip with Friendship Tours, sign up for CT Hort events, and 
find other gardening events happening nearby.

Recently, I spent a week with middle school students pruning, weeding, harvesting, 
and clearing brush for the Keney Park Sustainability Project, Auer Farm and a local 
museum. It made me realize that CT Hort can elevate its capacity to serve by offering 
advocacy to a local venture or program. Thankfully, we are in a solid financial position 
(after scholarships) to be able to do so. In the coming months I will be exploring ideas 
with Clare Meade, Barbara Skomorowski and others. We will look forward to sharing 
those ideas with you. 

In the meantime, pray for rain!

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens 
Connecticut Gardener

The Garden Barn Nursery
Go Organic LLC

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!
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Coming Up in person and live via Zoom:
October 20, 2022: Stone in the Garden with

Andrew Pighills, stone artisan, gardener and horticulturist

A Bountiful Year:  
Six Seasons of Beauty from Brandywine Cottage 
with David Culp
Thursday, September 15, 2022 • 7:30 pm
In person at Emanuel Synagogue (160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford),  
and live via Zoom (you’ll be sent the link on the Sunday before the talk).  
Co-presented with New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill.David Culp

David Culp is the creator of the gardens at Brandywine 
Cottage in Downingtown, Pennsylvania. He has been 
lecturing about gardens nationwide for more than 15 
years. His articles have appeared in Martha Stewart Living, 
Country Living, Fine Gardening, Green Scene, and many 
other publications. 
He is a former contributing editor to Horticulture magazine 
and served as chairman of the Mid-Atlantic Hardy Plant 
Society. David was Vice President for Sunny Border 

Nurseries in Connecticut. He is an herbaceous perennials 
instructor at Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, PA. 
David has developed the Brandywine Hybrid strain of 
hellebores, and was recently cited in the Wall Street Journal 
for his expertise on snowdrops. His garden has been featured 
several times in Martha Stewart Living and on HGTV. 
Brandywine Cottage is listed in the Smithsonian Institution 
Archives of American Gardens.  

Bountiful Year: Six Seasons of Beauty from Brandywine Cottage 
David Culp blurs the lines between indoor and outdoor living through his celebrated 
garden, Brandywine Cottage. In his talk, based on his most recent book of the same name, 
he offers recipes, a garden to-do list, tips on flower arrangements, and more. He provides 
his favorite mail order sources and cover gardening for biodiversity and wildlife habitat. 
He discusses the creation of the meadow at Brandywine Cottage, recommended plants 
for dry places, and even some of his favorite weeds! 

Share your  
summer garden 
photos with us
We want to see what you grew 
this summer. Share your photos 
and a brief description and we’ll 
put them in the newsletter and 
on our social media sites on 
Facebook and Instagram! 

Send them to: news@cthort.org

Dry Stone Wall Building Workshop  
with Andrew Pighills

October 1 & 2 
Stonewall Farm, Killingworth, CT

Learn the basic principles of wall building from 
establishing foundations to the methods of dry laid 
construction and hearting the wall. This hands-on, 
two-day workshop will address both the structure 
and principles behind wall building as well as 
aesthetic considerations of balance and proportion. 
Tuition: $400

To register: Andrew Pighills 860-575-0526 or 
email andrewpighills@yahoo.com
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offerings to return on September 2nd, 
request a plant list in 1789 and place 
a large order in 1792. 

Despite debating six days a week, 
delegates had made little progress on 
the Constitution by mid-July. Like 
Washington, many of the delegates 
eagerly accepted any opportunity to 
take time out to admire estates outside 
Philadelphia. In Founding Gardeners: 
The Revolutionary Generation, Nature 
and the  Shaping  o f  the  Ame rican 
Nation ,  Andrea Wulf posits that a 
journey to Bartram's nurser y may 
have given a few delegates the fresh 
perspective that  enabled them to 
resolve the issue deadlocking the 
proceedings.

On Friday, July 13, 1787, delegates 
lodging at the Indian Queen ( a tavern 
and inn) invited Manasseh Cutler, 
newly arrived from Massachusetts, to 
join them for an after-dinner drink. 
Reverend Cutler was on a mission to 
gain support for the Ohio Company’s 
plan to settle the Northwest Territories. 
Cutler suggested they accompany him 
on an excursion to Bartram's nursery 
the next day, 

Cutler ’s  part y  leaving the Indian 
Queen at 5 am on Saturday, July 14 
included James Madison, Caleb Strong, 
A l e x a n d er  Ha m i l to n ,  A l e x a n d er 
Mar tin ,  Hug h Wil l iamson,  Jo hn 
Rutledge, George Mason, Mason’s 
son, Samuel Vaughn, designer of the 
Philadelphia State House Garden, and 
two other Philadelphians. They spent 
three hours strolling through Bartram's 
property engaged in conversing about 
horticulture.

Ne ver  intende d to  b e  a  p lea sure 
garden, Bartram’s was designed so 
that hardier specimens sheltered less 
cold tolerant plants.   Wulf writes: 
“In Bartram’s Garden, the delegates 
could see how the manifold flora of 
each state flourished together, their 

branches intertwined in a 
flourishing horticultural 
union.”  Wulf continues: 
"The plants had arrived 
in  Ph i la d e lp h i a  f rom 
across the thirteen states 
where they all  thrived 
in their native habitats, 
but here they flourished 
together. The graciously 
b o w i n g  b r a n c h e s  o f 
eastern hemlock from 
t h e  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s 
p r o t e c t e d  s o u t h e r n 
shrubs."

James Madison’s notes of 
the proceedings of the 
afternoon of Saturday, 
Ju l y  1 4  i n d i c a t e  t h e 
Connecticut Compromise (giving large 
and small states equal representation 
in the Senate with representation 
in the House apportioned based on 
population) was discussed at length. 
When Roger Sherman of Connecticut 
first offered the proposal in June, 
the  c omprom ise  wa s  re j e cte d .  A 
committee appointed to study the 
issue of representation suggested the 
same compromise on July 5th.

Madison records Caleb Strong as 
declaring , “The Convention had been 
much divided in opinion. In order 
to avoid the consequences of it, an 
accommodation had been proposed. 
A Committee had been appointed, 
and thoug h some of the members 
of it were averse to an equality of 
votes,  a  Report has been made in 
favor of it. It is agreed on all hands 
that Congress are nearly at an end. If 
no Accommodation takes place, the 
Union itself must soon be dissolved.” 
(consource.org , The Constitutional 
Sources Project)

On Monday, July 16th the Connecticut 
C o mp r o m i s e  p a s s e d  b y  a  s i n g l e 
vote .   Among the  de le g ates  who 

accompanie d Cutler  to Bartram’s 
G a r d e n  w e r e  t h r e e  l a r g e - s t a t e 
representatives who changed their 
previous positions to vote with the 
small-state contingent: Caleb Strong 
(Massachusetts), Alexander Martin 
and Hugh Williamson (both North 
Carolina).   The V irg inians James 
Madison and Georg e Mason who 
went with the party to Bartram’s did 
not alter their stance against equal 
representation in the Senate.

Perhaps, David Culp will talk a bit about 
the history of Brandywine Cottage 
when he speaks at our September  
CT Hort meeting. Having learned 
much from David's two recent Hollister 
House Symposium presentations and 
enjoyed his anecdotes subtly spiced 
with wry humor while tagging along 
through his garden as he introduced 
one of the six seasons he describes in 
A Year at Brandywine Cottage, I am 
certain his CT Hort program will be as 
entertaining as it will be informative.

“Constitutional Convention's Deadlock”     from page 1
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More than 20 folks gathered on August 
18—a gorgeous, sunny, blue sky day—to 
learn about CT’s blooming farm to flower 
industry, with a trip to The CT Flower 
Collective and Eddy Farm.
We started the morning at the CT Flower 
Collective in Meriden. Manager (and CT 
Hort member) Jill Shea toured us through 
the collective. Founded four years ago, 
the Collective has moved three times and 
finally has found a wonderful, centrally 
located spot complete with a walk-in 
cooler, many rooms for sales and classes, 
and even a room for drying flowers. 
The Cooperative presently has 28 flower 
farm members that sell their cut flowers, 
foliage, herbs, and pods at the wholesale 
market. Once a month, the Collective 
opens to the general public for retail 
flower sales on the last Saturday of each 
month from 10:30am-12:30pm. And, 
at the end of each week, leftover flowers 
are given to non-profit groups, including 
Flower Again, which delivers them to 
nursing homes. 
Our next stop was Eddy Farm, a 60-
acre family owned and operated farm in 
Newington. We were greeted by Haley 
Billip, who owns and runs the farm with 
her husband, Andy. This farm was in 
Haley’s family and, although she grew up 
in Rhode Island, she spent summers on 
the farm with her grandparents. She is the 
5th generation to farm the land.

The Billips have lived and worked on the 
farm for the past 11 years. The farm itself 
is private and not open to the public, 
but they sell vegetables and flowers from 
July-October at their stand on Willard 
Avenue. The Eddy Farmstand is famous 
in Newington and has been an institution 
for decades. In the past, the Billips have 
grown 2500 tomato plants and other 
vegetable crops to supply the farm stand. 
Now, they grow 100% chemical-free 
flower crops for the wholesale market and 
the farm stand and purchase vegetables 
from other local farmers for the stand. 
A local, retired gentleman keeps bees on 
the farm and supplies the farmstand with 
famous, delicious local honey. 

Haley walked us through the flower 
fields and explained her methods of 
growing. She feeds with compost tea 
that runs through her drip irrigation 
hoses. Between the rows of cut flowers a 
reusable, heavy black plastic fabric is put 
down to reduce weeds. She starts almost 
all of her own annual flowers from seed 
in a small propagation house that is 
heated to 45 degrees solely with radiant 
floor heat. 

The growing year begins in the winter 
when 12,000 specialty Ranunculus bulbs 
arrive and are planted in the greenhouses. 
Eddy Farm has three high tunnels (which 
are not heated) and three greenhouses 
which are heated. 

Originally 250 acres and over 400 
years old, they now own 60 acres and 
actively farm 4-5 acres with the help of 
four part-time helpers. The Billips also 
employ 10 part time workers at the farm 
stand. Her mother grew up in the house 
where the Billip family now lives and her 
grandfather was born and grew up in the 
historic Kellogg-Eddy house which is 
now a museum and was originally part 
of the farm. 
It was stunning to walk such a beautiful 
piece of land in the middle of Newington, 
just a few minutes away from busy roads 
and shopping centers. The fields on either 
side of the driveway where we entered and 
parked had just been mowed and red-
tailed hawks soared and called above us. 
Haley considers this land a habitat for all 
creatures and even has a resident merlin 
that flies through the fields. Deer are not 
a huge issue but squirrels wreak havoc on 
the family vegetable patch. 
It was a very inspirational, fun, and 
educational day for all who attended this 
event. We are very grateful to our hosts  
for sharing this exciting blooming 
industry with us. It is a great thing for 
the state of Connecticut.

http://www.eddyfarmct.com    
https://ctflowercollective.com    

Farm to Flower:  
A Tour of CT's Blooming Industry at CT Flower Collective & Eddy Farm

By Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, CT Hort Member and Chair of the Education Committee

Above: Pat Lavery, with Eddy Farm owner Haley 
Billip. She helped Haley’s grandmother and worked 
on the farm when Haley’s grandparents were alive. 
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Passion often creates legacy, and in Kasha 
Furman’s case, this is doubly true. Kasha is 
our 2022 winner of the Mehlquist Award 
for her work, along with her late husband, 
David, in introducing Chinese tree 
peonies in the U.S. through her nursery 
called Cricket Hill. She is now overseeing 
the second generation of the Furman 
family at the Thomaston property.

“This is truly a family affair,” Kasha said. 
In 2010, Dan Furman, Kasha’s son, 
joined the business. According to the 
Cricket Hill website, “Dan has taken the 
lead in diversifying Cricket Hill Garden's 
offerings to include hardy fruit trees and 
berries for edible landscaping. In the fall of 
2013, we planted a demonstration orchard 
with Asian pears, pawpaws, persimmons, 
quinces, heirloom apples and medlars. 
Our goal is to select and propagate the 
best varieties and help educate fellow 
gardeners about these beautiful and useful 
fruiting plants.” Indeed, in May and June, 
the blooming gardens attract thousands 
of visitors. 

And now, her niece Catherine McClellan 
is involved at Cricket Hill, Kasha said. 
“I’ve been here for over 30 years. I’m 
so thrilled we’re going into our second 
generation.”

Mary Anna Martell, CT Hort Office 
Administrator, nominated Kasha for the 
honor, for turning the six-acres of wooded 

property into a national treasure.  “Cricket 
Hill is a CT gem and one of the premier 
nurseries in the U.S.,” Mary Anna said. 
"Kasha is a well-deserved Mehlquist 
winner."

The story starts in the 1980s: Kasha and 
David met when they were both working 
at BIC in New Haven. 

After they were married, they left the 
company and purchased a piece of land 
in Thomaston in 1988. 

Cricket Hill opened in 1989. “At first we 
were getting our tree peonies from Japan,” 
Kasha said. “Then we tried importing 
them from China. We could order the 
ones that were on postage stamps. We got 
our first shipment in the fall of 1989. We 
would send letters back and forth at the 
time. It took a lot of persistence. It wasn’t 
easy. Our first shipment came in early 
December. That was not good. About 
two-thirds of them lived.”

Getting the trees from China was difficult 
until the mid-90s.

“We were importing tree peonies for 10 
years before we had a chance to go to 
China. We wanted to learn more and meet 
the suppliers. So, we did a family trip in 
1999. It was wonderful. We got a guide. 
We had an itinerary. We went again in 
2000 and 2002.”

She’s proud of the work they’ve done. 

“We helped commercialize Chinese tree 
peonies. We were really on the forefront 
with a few others in the country,” she said. 

Now, three decades later, she feels good 
about her work and her life. “Age is just 
a number,” she said. “It’s important to 
follow your passion. It gives you energy. 
I feel fortunate to have done this in my 
life—planting a seed and watching it 
grow. And I’m grateful to customers who 
appreciate what we are doing, and I’m 
always happy to share info about what we 
learned about our growing.”

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) established the Gustav 
Mehlquist award to honor our member Dr. Gustav Mehlquist for his extraordinary contribution to 
horticulture. He was recognized as one of the leading horticulturists in the United States.

Kasha Furman 
wins the Mehlquist Award

Kasha Furman is this year’s winner of the Mehlquist Award. 

Members of the Woodbridge Garden Club visited Peony 
Heaven at Cricket Hill Garden in May. Photo courtesy 
of the Woodbridge Garden Club



Page 7 September 2022 CT Hort Newsletter

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call Friendship Tours  
at (860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

CT Hort Travel 

A Longwood Gardens 
Christmas

Nov. 29–Dec. 1, 2022
Pennsylvania & Delaware
• Longwood Gardens
• Nemours Mansion
• Winterthur Museum
• Brandywine River Museum

COST: $638 pp double / triple; $792 pp single 

COST WITH CT HORT MEMBER DISCOUNT: 
$613 pp double / triple; $767 pp single 

based on 35-50

White Flower Farm Tour
The weather couldn’t have been more perfect for CT Hort members on July 11, when 
they enjoyed a day trip out to White Flower Farm and Hollister House in Litchfield 
County and the foothills of the Berkshire Mountains. The trip was hosted by Friendship 
Tours. Photo courtesy of Friendship Tours/The Ship Shop

Philly Flower Show
Everyone was smiling and ready for their excursion to the Philadelphia Flower Show. 
The June trip took a large group of CT Hort members out for tours of the famous annual 
show as well as to Winterthur and David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage.

GOAL
$8,000

$0

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

2023 Scholarship Fund 

The 2022-2023 season 
begins again, and with it, 
a fresh goal of $8,000 to 
provide scholarships to 

students. We hope you'll 
consider helping us reach 

that goal! Go to cthort.org 
to learn how to give.  

Thank you!

$0
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs. Sept 1 –  Board of Directors  
 Remote Meeting, 7 pm 

Thurs. Sept. 15 –  Deadline for October  
 Newsletter

Thurs. Sept. 15 –  Speaker presentation IN  
 PERSON and VIRTUAL 
 featuring “A Bountiful  
 Year: Six Seasons of Beauty  
 from Brandywine Cottage”  
 with David Culp, 7:30 pm

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.
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