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Creator Class
When times go 
well we stick to 
the rules. Chaos 
can cause retreat. 
But not always. 
Chaos changes 
the rules, and 
perhaps most 
i m p o r t a n t l y, 
chaos switches who is in the lead. The current leaders are in 
the Creator Class: Innovators who are shaping their futures as 
individuals, separate from their corporate identities.

LinkedIn found 2/3 of people either left their jobs this year 
for a “passion project” or are considering it. This group is at home 
on Etsy, the king of micro businesses and a place for creators to 
reinvent. 

They have new homes, too. Instagram is developing in-app 
shopping to foster this “creator class”-building on behavior they 
see on the platform around influencer sales. TikTok and Facebook 
are courting them too.

Microbusinesses allow us to shop our values as we see an 
increase in ethics-driven spending. Half of GenZ (53%) and 
Millennial (49%) shoppers want to cut back on their Amazon 
shopping…and ALL generations feel guilty about shopping 

there. When new plant businesses open in unusual places like 
abandoned police kiosks or coffee shops, it makes us feel better 
about shopping local.

Zoning Board
People are creating zones, 
at home, for optimal use. 
And front yards are the first 
zone, where you welcome 
friends without crossing your 
threshold. 

Curb appeal has bene 
rising, but the front porch is 
the new destination. It’s like 
having a new room to enjoy, 
decorate and plant. In 2021 
social media mentions of front 
yard or front porch reached a 5-year high.

Projects include painting shutters and doors, hanging 
outdoor curtains, building window boxes and planters, and 
planting trees. Pricier updates include adding porches, couches 
and dining sets.
Kid-zone: Put trampolines, badminton, and toys in one area. A 
big yard may fit a playhouse or pool; smaller yards have teepees 

continued on page 4
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Register for the 2022 Symposium!  

Read all about it! 
page 5

Editor’s note: The annual Garden Trends Report is one of the most published garden studies in trade and 
consumer news. This is the 21st anniversary of the report compiled by the Garden Media Group, a public 
relations and marketing firm from Philadelphia. A summary of their findings for 2021 is presented here. In 
addition, Garden Media has graciously allowed us to use their images in this summary. To read the Trends 
Report in its entirety, visit:  grow.gardenmediagroup.com 
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

(860) 529-8713

email: office@cthort.org
website: www.cthort.org

Phone Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tracey Weiss
CT Hort Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

 
Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $55
Family .................................................... $75
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $50
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $70
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2022
Bartlett Arboretum

Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

The Garden Barn Nursery

Go Organic LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter 
The Love/Hate Aspects of Winter

Dear Members,
I’m always bothered by the short days through February; I find myself loving winter yet 
wishing for the longer days of spring. Since in person attendance is down this time of year; 
this month's lecture through March will only be offered virtually, and we will begin at 7pm.

We look forward to Linda Beutler to give us new ideas and new cultivars for Clematis in 
our gardens. The Board has worked out a budget with the help of Heidi Wheeler and Dick 
Kaminski and we are expecting approval from the BOD. Your membership dues support 
our programs, please remember to renew your memberships in a timely fashion. If you 
drop off the list you no longer will have free access to our lectures and receive newsletters 
when they get published.

Our biennial Symposium will be on February 5 and will be virtual this year. The Symposium 
Committee has been working with BrandLive to host a beautifully designed broadcast to 
the audience. I encourage you to get your $50 tickets now before the price goes up to 
$65 after January 10. Our goal is to have 500 participants, so help us get the word out! 
Also, if you would like making an additional donation to help defray the cost of this event 
and support the Scholarship Fund, a check to CT Hort, PO Box 330966, West Hartford 
06133 will be welcomed.

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, please take a moment to tell us what you thought of the 
presenter. Your candid feedback helps us to arrange for speakers that will hold your interest. Take 
the six-question survey on our website – cthort.org. Click on the survey icon found on any page 
then chose the speaker you want to rate. Thank you for your feedback.

Shall We Dance? 
Clematis as the Ultimate Garden Companion 
With Linda Beutler
Thursday, January 20, 2022 at 7 pm  

Learn all about cold weather Clematis and how to marry them with shrubs, trees, and more from Linda Beutler when she speaks 
via virtual presentation on January 20 at 7pm. 

Beutler is the first curator of the world-renowned Rogerson Clematis Collection, a position she began in July, 2007. Her 
love of gardening began at the age of 3 when she harvested strawberries with her grandfather. Her home garden in the Sellwood 
neighborhood of Portland, Oregon reflects her garden passions, including 
old garden roses, herbaceous perennials and shrubs for cutting, and her  
200 favorite Clematis. 

Linda has been an adjunct instructor of horticulture at Clackamas 
Community College in Oregon City, OR since 1996. She is the 
Immediate Past President of the International Clematis Society, the 
author of Timber Press’ Gardening with Clematis (2004), Garden to Vase 
(2007), and Plant Lovers Guide to Clematis (2016), and has published some 
fictional "variations" on Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, in which she plants 
herself in the author's novel, bringing her love of all things blooming with her!

Linda Beutler

Our virtual programs continue through the winter:
February 17, 2022  Untermyer Gardens: Past, Present & Future
Timothy Tilghman, head gardener at Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, 
introduces us to this celebrated property, its recent restoration of 43 
acres and how it is being cared for today by the Untermyer Gardens 
Conservancy.

March 17, 2022  The Labor Day Garden
Robert Clyde Anderson, lifelong gardener, garden designer, and 
creative director of Pondside Nursery in Hudson, NY, outlines 
strategies for keeping our garden interest alive throughout the late 
summer and early fall, and suggest specific plants and techniques to 
design for a “second peak” of herbaceous plants at the end of the season. 

Save the Date!
CT Hort’s Annual  

Plant Sale & Auction
Friday, May 13, 2022
Bethany Covenant Church 
785 Mill Street (Route 372) 

Berlin, CT

Look for more information here  
and on cthort.org soon! 
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from beanpoles. Focus on large, lush foliage for hide and seek 
and a break from the sun. 
WFH-zone: Think privacy, shade, and shelter. Fences, metal or 
wood partitions, pergolas, latticework. Plant densely on multiple 
levels, from towering trees to ground cover. Living hedges muffle 
neighboring sounds. 
Entertain-zone: Dynamic seating is essential. Add corn hole,  
TVs, and oversized checkers. Choose bold pants, hanging  
baskets, and tropical plants for a staycation feel. 
Indoor-zone: Whether purchasing for the office, bedroom or 
general Feng Shi, we expect sustained growth in the houseplant 
category. 

Bridging the Gap
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
McKinsey’s “stickiness 
test ,”  75% of  the 
new gardeners will 
keep growing post-
pandemic.  (Other 
behaviors likely to 
stick: Online grocery 
shopping/curbside 
pick up (50%), virtual healthcare (80%). Not likely to stick: 
Remote learning, air travel, and live entertainment. 

We are challenged in building a bridge to make these 
instant gratification gardeners lifetime gardeners. The Backyard 
Aficionado is into edibles, gardening for wildlife, and stress relief. 
They are equally men and women, but men under 35 show the 
most significant increase in participation. 

A study showed 8 in 10 young people think gardening is 
“cool”—and more than half would rather go to a garden center 
than a nighclub. 

Intent is more pronounced in gardeners with no children and 
gardeners of color that had no or very little previous experience. 
While they spend less than seasoned gardeners, they are “buying 
beginner tools, seeds, and fundamentals.”

Edible gardens continue to soar with the highest growth in 
seed starting and containers. 

Living Television
Even people who loved the outdoors pre-pandemic have 
discovered—or rediscovered—backyard birding. Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology has seen year-over-year visits to their live bird cams 
double. Audubon’s Bird Guide App grew 81% from 2019-2020. 
People with children are more likely to garden for birds. Our 
fascination with birds grows out interest in plants. This is why 
the National Wildlife Federation launched a Garden for Wildlife 
collection of keystone native plants.

On-Demand Flowers 
Flowers are the new hugs. Giving or receiving flowers triggers 
feel-good hormones. Our appreciation for their healing power 
is growing, at a time when we need it most.

Cut f lowers  are 
booming. 2020 sales 
in the U.S. reached 6.5 
billion, and in 2021 sales 
are already +9.8% up 
over 2020, according 
to Produce Marketing 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  F i f t y 
percent of those floral 
sales are inside the grocery store. 

Growth is due in part to TikTok design classes, The Big 
Flower Fight on Netflix, and Full Bloom on HBO Max. We’re 
even wearing flower dresses and adding wallpaper to bathrooms.

Wild Curation
Did you know the Venus Flytrap is 
endangered? 1 in 5 of the world’s 
plants—4,400 in the U.S.— are at 
risk of extinction. New Research 
from Conservation Biology shows 
more than triple the number of 
plants is extinct in the U.S. and 
Canada than previously thought. 

The previous study stated 21 extinction events, while 
this shows 65. This is the first vigorous assessment of what we 
lost. Seven of the 65 plants are only in collections at botanical 
gardens—without them, these plants would be extinct. 

Integral to a healthy planet, plants, and their incredible 
diversity make life as we know it possible. 

We need a renewed focus on this issue: organizations such 
as the Center for Plant Conservation and Botanic Gardens 
Conservation Center  and gardens such as Mt. Cuba Center 
have led the conservation efforts with research, fundraising, and 
creating extinction gardens. 

While the most endangered specimens live at these sites, more 
partnerships will be needed to safe more of these unique species 
and conserve them in the wild.

Rare-plant nerds are next to bring into the conservation field. 
These gardeners can be tempted by the conservation movement. 
Education is key. 

Small actions at home impact the larger landscape. Add native 
plants to an existing garden to help increase biodiversity. 

Search the Center for Plant Conservation’s Rare Plant Finder 
tool, to find which plants near you are at risk - and which have 
conservationists working to safeguard their existence.  

“Garden Trends Report 2022”       from page 1      
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Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

In Memoriam: 
David Hall Berg

It is with great sadness that we share the news of David 
Berg's passing. David Hall Berg , (94) beloved father  
and grandfather, of West Hartford, Connecticut, formerly 
of Bloomfield CT, passed away peacefully on December 8, 
2021. He was born in Newton, MA on January 6, 1927. He 
is predeceased by his wife June and his parents (Hugh and 
Leila Berg). He is survived by his three children Gregory 
Berg and his wife Nina Binin of New Mexico, Sara Berg Glad 
and her husband Steven of Windsor, and Jane Berg of New 
Hampshire, his four grandchildren Matthew and Jennifer 
Glad, Christopher Berg and Nora Berg and her fiance Michael 
Slomski, and several nieces and nephews. Click here to read 
his entire obituary.

Among his many achievements, Mr. Berg was a longtime 
member of CT Hort, and served as President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary throughout the 1990s and 2000s.

Wreath workshop
Set in the beautiful barn at Broken Arrow Nursery 
in Hamden, several members of CT Hort were busy 
building their own wreaths during a workship in 
December   

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Tues., Jan. 11 from 6:00- 7:30pm—The Unsung Season: 
Gardens in Winter — Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens, 151 
Brookdale Road, Stamford. In this online talk led by Karen 
Bussolini, “The Unsung Season, Gardens in Winter,” we look 
at the many possibilities for interest in the garden, beyond 
the first frost. We’ll consider form, line, color, texture, plays 
of light and shadow, movement, sound, birds - all kinds of 
surprises you find when you drag yourself out of the comfy 
fireside chair and go outdoors. $20 for members; $30 for 
non members. Register at: https://60674.blackbaudhosting.
com/60674/The-Unsung-Season-Gardens-in-Winter

Wed., Jan. 12 from 12:30 – 1:30 pm—The Pollinator 
Victory Garden, hosted by Easton Garden Club, at Easton 
Public Library, 691 Morehouse Road, Easton. Learn how 
to attract bees, beetles, butterflies, bats and other pollinators 
with Kim Eierman, founder of EcoBeneficial. Admission is 
free. Email EastonGardenClubInfo@gmail.com for more 
information.

Sat. Jan 22, 10:00 am – 8:00 pm and Sun., Jan. 23, 10:00 
am – 5:00 pm, Hartford Home Show, XL Center, One 
Civic Center Plaza, Hartford. Find Experts, Inspiration & 
More At the Home Show to inspire , motivate and excite 
you for your upcoming home improvement - whether it's a 
minor renovation or a major remodel. Go to https://www.
homeshowhartford.com/free-pass for free passes. 

Tues., Jan. 25, 11:00 – 11:30 am—Birds of Prey Feeding, 
Earthplace, 10 Woodside Lane, Westport. Join an animal 
care technician as they feed the Birds of Prey. Learn about 
what they would eat in the wild, their behaviors, how they 
are cared for, and fun facts. There is also a question and 
answer session. Free for members, $5-10 for non-members. 
Go to eartplace.org for more information. 

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org.  
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries below. Deadline for February issue is January 15.
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wwwwww..ffrriieennddsshhiippttoouurrss..nnee          **  Proof of Covid Vaccination required on this tour.  See back of flyer for details. 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents: 

2022  FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
  Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

  Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia 
  Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur, 
 David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer 

  Private Gardens 
  2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia 

  2 nights at Mendenhall Inn 
  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners  

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call Friendship Tours  
at (860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

wwwwww..ffrriieennddsshhiippttoouurrss..nnee          **  Proof of Covid Vaccination required on this tour.  See back of flyer for details. 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents: 

2022  FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
  Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

  Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia 
  Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur, 
 David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer 

  Private Gardens 
  2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia 

  2 nights at Mendenhall Inn 
  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners  

2022 FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia • Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur  
David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer Private Gardens • 2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia  

2 nights at Mendenhall Inn •  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners

Proof of Covid vaccination is required on this trip.

Cost:  $1,349 per person, double occupancy  |  $1,699 per person single 
CHS Member Discount: $1,299 per person, double occupancy  |  $1,649 per person single

https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/chs-philadelphia-flower-show-brandywine-valley
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs., Jan. 6 –  Board of Directors  
 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Thurs., Jan. 15 –  Deadline for February  
 Newsletter

Thurs, Jan. 20 –  CT Hort VIRTUAL  
 Program Meeting, 
  7:00 p.m. Linda Beutler 
 presents Shall We Dance?  
 Clematis as the Ultimate  
 Garden Companion

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.

GOAL
$8,000

$0

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

$5,281

Scholarship Fund Status

Onward and 
upward! 

We've got $5,281 
in the scholarship 

fund. 

Thank you for 
everything you do! 

McVane, Bellabuono, Kuzmak, 
Wiezalis, and Bibisi, LLP.  est.1967

SERVING YOUR BUSINESS, FAMILY 
& INDIVIDUAL LEGAL NEEDS

ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE ADMINISTRATION,  
REAL ESTATE , PERSONAL INJURY

We can help make the stressful times of your life smoother.
*Rest easier with the proper estate plan in place.
*Need help settling a loved one's estate- we have  

more than 50 years experience navigating Probate Court.
*Make the big move with us reviewing and executing your  

closing documents and contracts.
*Injured by another in an accident? We can help.

Circumstances change during a lifetime.  
Let us help you evolve and thrive thru those changes.

Contact us:  
MBKWBLAW.COM   860-956-0043

Meet with us at our office:  
801 Maple Avenue (South end)  Hartford, CT 06114


