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For those interested in seeing a wide variety of ferns in 
one setting, Stamford’s Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens 
offers a treat: the Alice Smith Fern Allée.  In terms of 

number of varieties, this garden, with approximately 120, is 
one of the largest collections of ferns grown outdoors in the 
Northeast. The goal here is to include and label any fern (or 
fern ally) that can tolerate Zone 6 conditions.  It is an ongoing 
project of the UConn Extension Master Gardener Woodland 
Treasures Outreach Group. Already a special place, this ever-
expanding garden has been eight 
years in the making—so far.

GARDEN GENESIS. In 
2012, Alice Smith and Phyllis 
Atkinson (Master Gardeners, 
Bartlett volunteers and great 
friends) were trekking through 
the Bartlett’s ninety-plus acres 
of woodland, placing fern 
identification signs in some hard-
to-reach places. As they worked, 
a better idea struck – why not 
dig up these isolated specimens and bring them back to an 
easily accessible shady location, creating a teaching garden 
for ferns.  An existing, centrally located, allée of Juniperus 
virginiana (Red cedar) seemed ideal. The Bartlett agreed; 
planting began in the summer of 2013.

For the first three years, sourcing ferns for the garden 
relied on this small team of Master Gardener volunteers 

finding specimens either at the Bartlett or at their own homes 
(or homes of friends).  They also purchased some plants with 
their own funds.  By the end of 2014, the garden looked 
“respectable”, with at least 40 different varieties.  Then, in the 
spring of 2015, the private Rocky Hills Garden in Mt. Kisco, 
N.Y., made a generous contribution of ferns and companion 
plants, significantly increasing the number of varieties in the 
collection. Perhaps more importantly, it provided a link to  
Dr. John Mickel, curator emeritus of ferns for NYBG, who 

had also curated at Rocky 
Hills. Unable to identify some 
of the new additions, the 
team contacted Dr. Mickel 
for help.  He soon spent a day 
at the Bartlett identifying 
ferns, explaining fern culture, 
and instilling in all a better 
appreciation of the plant 
class.  Dr. Mickel and his wife 
Carol also invited our team to 
their home to see his private 
collection.  One trip led to 

several, with the Woodland Treasures group always gaining 
more knowledge and sometimes digging up ferns and 
companion plants the Mickels generously donated.  

NAMING. The allée wasn’t always the “Alice Smith Fern 
Allée.”  That came about in October 2017, when the Bartlett 

The Making of a Garden:  
Alice Smith Fern Allée at Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens 
By Barbara Thanhauser, Coordinator of “Woodland Treasures;” a UConn Extension Master Gardeners Project

continued on page 4

See you at Ballek’s Nursery  
on Sunday, March 8 – page 2 

 

Fern Allee Photo Selection 

 
Alice Smith with Dr. John Mickel consulting in the Fern Allee  

 

 
The Fern Allee‘s First Year, 2013 

The Fern Allée’s First Year, 2013. Photo courtesy of Dan Lenore.

allée (noun): 1. An alley in a formal garden or park, bordered by trees or bushes. 
2. A tree-lined avenue, often particularly one that is part of a landscaped garden.
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Connecticut
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2433 Main Street, Suite 1
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

email: office@cthort.org
website: www.cthort.org

Phone Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Barbara Skomorowski
CT Hort Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Suite 1 
 Rocky Hill, CT 06067

 
Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $55
Family .................................................... $75
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $50
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $70
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2019

LAST CALL: 2020 Service Award
By Justine Ramsey, Awards Committee

If you’ve attended lectures, bought a cool plant at the auction, traveled to amazing 
gardens, participated in a workshop, or benefited from any of the offerings CT Hort 
provides, remember it was possible because of volunteers. Please take a moment 
to recognize an individual who has enhanced your experience with CT Hort by 
nominating them as the 2019 Service Award recipient. It only takes a few minutes to 
thank someone who has given so much of themselves. Nominations must be received 
by March 31, 2020. Send nominations to:

Mary Anna Martell, CT Hort Office
2433 Main Street – Suite 1            OR  Email: office@cthort.org 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067   Subject line: Service Award

Winter Gathering at Ballek’s Greenhouse 
Sunday, March 8, 2020, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Ballek’s Garden Center Greenhouse   |   90 Maple Avenue   |   East Haddam  

Winter wearing you down? Have spring fever? Enjoy light refreshments while 
exploring the marvelous world of houseplants at Ballek’s Greenhouse in East 
Haddam. Nancy Ballek Mackinnon and her staff will be on hand for questions 
and consultations. 

Last winter we held a similar event and it was met with great success. Don’t miss 
this year! To register, visit www.cthort.org. The cost is $15 for CT Hort members, 
$25 for non-members and $5 for students with valid IDs. When registering, 
you can choose to pay online OR to pay at the door. Please register online 
even if paying at the door so that we have an accurate count for refreshments.  
Thank you.

Genevra (Gene) Goodwin
1927 - 2020

Our longest-standing member, Genevra (Gene) Goodwin passed away on 
February 3 at age 92. This would have been her 68th year as a member of  
CT Hort. Gene is a descendant of Ozias Goodwin, who came to 
Connecticut with Thomas Hooker to found Hartford. Gene’s mother, a 
Dunham, grew up on a large farm in Southington, Connecticut, which later 
became Rogers Orchard. Gene’s roots run deep in central Connecticut, 
where she lived and worked her entire life within a 20-mile radius. To read 
the interesting details of her life’s experiences, visit her online obituary 
at:  https://www.courant.com/obituaries/hc-obituary-genevra-goodwin-
20200216-story.html 

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=
http://www.cthort.org
https://www.courant.com/obituaries/hc-obituary-genevra-goodwin-20200216-story.html
https://www.courant.com/obituaries/hc-obituary-genevra-goodwin-20200216-story.html


Fronds with Benefits; 
Ferns from the Wild  
to the Garden
Thursday, March 19 
with Leslie Duthie, Horticulturalist

A life-long gardener, Leslie Duthie’s devotion to ferns 
began the first time she grew a fern from spore. She has 
dedicated her career to learning about, gardening with, 
and propagating native plants. 

Learn how ferns grow from fiddlehead to frond and how to incorporate these plants into your 
landscape. Ferns can be used anywhere from specimens to mass plantings and in locations 
from the rock garden to the deep shade of the woodlands. 

Leslie is a horticulturalist at Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary in Wales, Mass. The gardens of 
Norcross are full of plants that she has raised and her knowledge of the ferns is extensive. She 
works with the local Land Trust and Conservation Commission to preserve land for both 
our native plants and wildlife as well as for people to enjoy. Leslie has a BS in Plant Science 
and has experience in greenhouse growing of both landscape plants and native plants.

Leslie Duthie
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CT Hort Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org.   
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020  
Time: Program starts at 7:30 p.m. but 
come early – 7 p.m. – to socialize, 
browse through books, participate in 
raffle items, look at travel fliers or get 
your plant questions answered by our 
resident horticulturalist.  
Location: Emanuel Synagog ue 
Au d i t o r i um - p l e a s e  p a r k  a n d 
e n t e r  a t  r e a r  o f  b u i l d i n g .  
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us what you 
thought of the presenter. Your candid 
feedback helps us to arrange for speakers 
that will hold your interest. Take the five-
question survey on our website – cthort.
org. Click on the survey icon found on 
any page then chose the speaker you want 
to rate. Thank you for your feedback.

IMPORTANT 
REMINDER:

In the event of inclement weather 
on the night of a Program Meeting, 
tune into WFSB TV Channel 3, or 
call the CT Hort office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.Emanuel Synagogue requires that we institute 

formal sign-in procedures for added safety and 
security at their facility. Please bear this in mind, 
and we appreciate your patience as we carry out 
their request. Thank you.

Bartlett Arboretum

Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

Go Organic LLC

MH Landscape Design

The Garden Barn Nursery

Trout Lily Farm

Wild Rose Landscape Design

Thank you to our generous business members and supporters!

http://www.cthort.org
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“The Making of a Garden” from page 1      

Board of Directors renamed it in 
recognition of all Alice had done, not 
just to create the fern garden, but also 
through decades of volunteer work for 
both the Arboretum and the Master 
Gardener Program.  Master Gardeners 
and friends took the opportunity to 
fundraise for more ferns as a special 
tribute to Alice.  (Sadly, Alice Smith 
passed away in the fall of 2019, leaving 
a history of thousands of hours of 
volunteering and a lasting legacy in this 
fern allée.)

CHALLENGES. The choice of the 
juniper allée as the setting had one major 
drawback: it was very dry.  Connecticut 
experienced drought conditions during 
the summers of 2015 – 2017, and 
the thirsty red cedars exacerbated the 
problem.  Before purchasing more ferns, 
it was decided to install drip irrigation. 
Once more, funders were friends and 
members of Woodland Treasures.

INNOVATIONS.  With the aim 
of finding as many ferns that would 
survive Zone 6 conditions as possible, 
the group did not want to be limited 
by light, moisture, or pH requirements.  
The garden does have some sections 
sunnier than others, so placing ferns that 
require more light isn’t a problem.  Ferns 
requiring more alkaline soil are placed 
in discrete areas where the pH can be 
monitored, with lime added if necessary.  

Ferns usually found on rocky cliffs are 
planted in an existing stone wall.  

The problem that had no easy 
solution was finding a place for ferns 
that prefer “wet feet.”  Having an actual 
water feature was discarded as a solution 
for two reasons.  First, standing water 
without an aerator was an invitation for 
mosquitos. With no electricity near the 
shady allée, there was no way to power 
a pump.  Second, a pond would be an 
attractive nuisance for children.  The 
solution – a “dry pond.”  A “pond-like” 
depression, 10 inches deep by three feet 
wide by six feet long, was dug, lined, 
and then filled with a mixture of soil, 
peat moss, and compost, correcting for 
pH.  Irrigation lines were placed over the 
“pond.”  The pond liner keeps the soil 
soggy; plants normally found in or near 
true ponds thrive there.

MAINTENANCE. Regular 
maintenance is mostly weeding and 
mulching, although mapping the 
garden seems to be an unending task. 
“Volunteers” appear unexpectedly,  
a few varieties revert to species, some  
die off.  And, of course, new ferns 
are always being added. Since this is 
an educational garden, it’s especially 
important  to keep the signs where  
they belong.  That isn’t as easy as it  
is in gardens where plants are a bit  
more distinctive.  Often it’s necessary  
to wait for the formation of the sori  

to be certain of the fern. 
During the autumn, fallen leaves 

are carefully removed and run over with 
a lawnmower to create mulch, which is 
bagged for future use.  Any dead foliage 
is cut back. Very thin wooden skewers 
are placed next to each fern to facilitate 
locating them come spring. When 
the ground freezes hard, the garden is 
mulched to mitigate freeze and thaw 
cycles.  (It is extremely important not 
to get the mulch into the crown of 
the fern.) Last, for further protection, 
conifer branches are placed over the ferns 
that are borderline-hardy in Zone 6.

LEGACY. The Alice Smith Fern Allée 
is a testament to what can be created 
when a group of Master Gardeners teams 
up with a public institution.  It is also a 
fitting tribute to both Alice Smith and 
Phyllis Atkinson, two gardening friends 
who dreamed up a wonderful idea.

 

Fern Allee in 2019, with the hostas planted to protect the ferns from wandering feet 

 

It’s not just ferns you see when you visit the Allee 

 

Fern Allee in 2019, with the hostas planted to protect the ferns from wandering feet 

 

It’s not just ferns you see when you visit the Allee 

 

Alice Smith with volunteers, laying out a fern allee extension in 2018 

 

 
 

A Few of the Interesting Ferns Found in the Allée
Upside down fern - Arachniodes standishii
Hart’s-tongue fern -Aslenium scolopendrium
Maidenhair spleenwort - Asplenium trichomanes 
Tatting fern - Athyrium filix-femina ‘Frizelliae’
‘Victoria’ lady fern - Athyrium filix-femina ‘Victoriae’
Little hard fern - Blechnum penna-marina 
Deer fern - Blechnum spicant
Parsley fern - Cryptogramma crispa
Bulbet bladder fern - Crystopteris bulbifera 
Narrow-leaf spleenwort - Diplazium pycnocarpon
Crested golden scale male fern - Dryopteris affinis
Autumn fern – Dryopteris erythrosora
Japanese tassel fern - Polystichum polyblepharum Fern Allée in 2019, with the hostas planted to protect the ferns 

from wandering feet. Photo courtesy of Barbara Thanhauser.

Alice Smith (facing) and friend work 
on garden. Photo courtesy of Barbara 
Thanhauser.
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Thurs. Mar. 5, noon – West Hartford 
Garden Club welcomes Evelyn Lee, 
owner/operator of Butternut Gardens 
in Southport. Evelyn will present The 
Cutting Garden – From Field to Vase 
Grow your Own Bouquets. Learn what, 
when and how to plant in small spaces 
to give yourself continuous homegrown 
bouquets and centerpieces. Brief business 
meeting followed by speaker. Location: 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 679 
Farmington Ave, West Hartford. Enter at 
RAMP DOOR at rear of building. Fee: 
$10 guest donation includes light lunch 
at noon. Reservations preferred – contact 
Susan at 860-305-6370 or reserve online. 
**Meeting is automatically cancelled 
when West Hartford Schools are closed 
due to bad weather. 

Fri. Mar. 6 to Fri. Mar, 13, 10 a.m. to  
5 p.m. – Elizabeth Park Conservancy 
Annual Spring Greenhouse Show, 
Tours and Sale. Visit elizabethparkct.org 
for events, dates and times. Plant sale on 
Saturday, March 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Cash or check only. Bring containers 
to carry away your plant purchase. 

Sat. Mar. 7 – CT NOFA’s 38th Winter 
Conference OrganiConn 2020. 
Location: Wesleyan University in 
Middletown. Keynote speaker is Niaz 
Dorry of the National Family Farm 
Coalition & Northwest Atlantic Marine 
Alliance. Details and registration at 
ctnofa.org. 

Mon. Mar. 9, 12:30 p.m. – Farmington 
Garden Club presents Garden 
Revolution-How Our Landscapes can be 
a Source of Environmental Change by 
Thomas Christopher. Mr. Christopher 
trained as a horticulturalist at the New 
York Botanical Garden and has been 
designing, planting and maintaining 

gardens for more than 40 years.  A former 
columnist for House & Garden and 
Horticulture Magazine, he is also author 
of a dozen books.  Thomas Christopher 
is part of the popular Garden Rant 
team blog. Location: Farmington Main 
Library in Farmington. Fee:  Guest-$5, 
members-free.

Weds. Mar. 11, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. – 
Elizabeth Park Conservancy 2020 
Garden Lecture Series: Todd Forrest and 
Arthur Ross of the New York Botanical 
Garden (NYBG) will discuss the ongoing 
transformation of NYBG. Over the 
past two decades, NYBG has restored 
approximately 150 acres of its 250-acre 
historic landscape while completely 
changing its gardening practices to 
balance beauty with environmental 
responsibility. Gain insight into how 
great gardening practices can help sustain 
nature. Lecture and lunch will take place 
at the Pond House Café in Elizabeth 
Park. Tickets are $45 and are available 
through the website: elizabethparkct.org.

Thurs. Mar. 12, noon – Litchfield Garden 
Club hosts the program Working 
Dogs for Conservation (WD4C) to 
be presented by Megan Parker, co-
Founder and Director of research for 
WD4C, the world’s leading conservation 
detection dog organization. WD4C dogs 
can detect weeds before they break the 
surface, animals that live below ground, 
and aquatic organisms invisible to the 
human eye. The four WD4C co-founders 
were the first to train dogs to detect 
wide-ranging carnivores non-invasively, 
to uncover illegal snares in Africa, and 
to find invasive plants, insects, and 
fish. Location: The event is free and 
open to the public and will take place 
at the Litchfield Community Center. 
Refreshments will be served.

Sat. Mar. 21, noon to 5:00 p.m. & Sun. 
Mar. 22, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Nutmeg 
State Orchid Society Show & Sale will 
offer beautiful orchids from all over the 
world. Location: West Hartford Meeting 
& Conference Center. Parking will be 
validated for adjacent lot only. For more 
info, visit www.nutmegorchids.org or 
email myhalik@comcast.net. Admission 
is $10 with children 12 and under free. 
ATTENTION PHOTO BUFFS: On 
Sunday March 22nd the orchid show 
will be open from 8 to 9:45 am for 
photographers only!!! Tripods will be 
allowed during this time. All tripods must 
be removed at 9:45 am. $10 per person

Sat. Mar 21, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. – 27th 
Annual Connecticut Master Gardener 
Association (CMGA) Symposium. 
Guest speakers include: Margaret Roach, 
Dan Benarcik, Tovah Martin, Lorraine 
Ballato, Irene Brady Barber, Gregory 
Bugbee and Nancy DuBrule-Clemente. 
Registration starts January 2020. 
Admission: $65 for CMGA members 
and guests; $95 for non-members 
and walk-ins. Location: Connecticut 
College, New London, Conn. For 
more information, go to https://ctmga.
org/2020-symposium-information.

Thurs. Mar. 26, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – 
The Hartford Wellesley Club welcomes 
Arleyn A. Levee, Hon. ASLA (Wellesley 
Class of 1962) who will present The 
Olmsted Design Legacy: Rediscovering 
its Creators. Buffet lunch and lecture at 
Pond House Cafe in Elizabeth Park. Fee: 
$40/person. Register by 3/10/2020 at 
https://hartford.alum.wellesley.edu/

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event,  
send details to news@cthort.org. Please format the announcement to resemble  

the entries below. Deadline for April issue is March 16.

http://www.westhartfordgardenclub.org
http://elizabethparkct.org
http://ctnofa.org
http://elizabethparkct.org
https://ctmga.org/2020-symposium-information
https://ctmga.org/2020-symposium-information
https://hartford.alum.wellesley.edu/
http://cthort.org
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the Connecticut Horticultural 
Society (CT Hort) established the Gustav Mehlquist award to 
honor our member Dr. Gustav Mehlquist for his extraordinary 
contribution to horticulture. Dr. Mehlquist, who had been long 
recognized as one of the leading horticulturists in the United States, 
was a member of CT Hort, the American Rhododendron Society, 
The Connecticut Nurseryman’s Association and a professor of 
Plant Science at the University of Connecticut (UConn). 

Born in Sweden, Dr. Mehlquist, earned his bachelor’s 
degree from UConn in 1936 and earned his doctorate from 
the University of California at Berkeley in 1939. He was also 
the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship for Biology and 
Plant Science in 1947 and subsequently studied orchid genetics 
in England. After many years of outstanding work in plant 
breeding, specializing in orchids, delphiniums and carnations, 
Dr. Mehlquist joined the staff at the UConn in 1952 where he 

continued his work as a horticultural researcher, plant breeder, 
hybridizer, educator and writer. While at UConn his interest in 
rhododendrons led to the development of several vigorous cold-
hardy rhododendrons. 

Every year CT Hort seeks nominations for this prestigious 
award named in honor of Dr. Gustav Mehlquist. 

Nominations must be received by April 30.

If you know a Connecticut resident who deserves to be 
honored and recognized for their significant and extraordinary 
contributions in horticulture or the art of gardening, please 
submit a nomination letter describing the background and 
qualifications of your nominee to Mary Anna Martell or via 
email to office@cthort.org. Or, mail the office: CT Hort Office, 
2433 Main Street-Suite 1, Rocky Hill, CT 06067.

Spring Plant Sale & Auction 
Friday, April 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Bethany Covenant Church, Berlin 

by Trish Lyons, Plant Sale & Auction Committee Chairperson
The CT Hort Spring Plant Sale & Auction heralds the start of the growing season. 
Every dollar raised from the evening becomes a scholarship dollar for University of 
Connecticut and Naugatuck Valley Community College deserving plant science 
students. Admission to this worthwhile and fun CT Hort tradition is FREE. 

The Plant Sale offers interesting plants from member gardens. The Silent Auction 
includes gift options for Mother’s Day. Bid on collectible new introductions from 
our nursery supporters and rare plant divisions from our members’ gardens during 
the LIVE Auction.

How you can help: Volunteers are needed for all sorts of things from donations 
and pricing, to set up and break down. Send a note to auction@cthort.org  if you’re 
willing to lend a hand. Or, hang a few flyers where you work or shop. Printable flyer 
is available on our website – cthort.org.

AUCTION SCHEDULE – Friday, April 24:
4:30 p.m. Volunteers arrive for setup
5:00 p.m. Doors open for donations
6:30 p.m. Preview & Silent Auction
7:00 p.m. Plant Sale
7:15 p.m. Plant Auction

Location:  
Bethany Covenant Church, 785 Mill Street (Route 372), Berlin

And, of course, we are ALWAYS in need of enthusiastic  
plant buyers! Please come join the fun!

Plant Donation Details:
(Donor letter available on website –

CTHort.org)
» Pot donations early to allow them 

to recover and adjust to potted life. 
Please use pots so that your plant 
displays well and holds its soil (no 
paper cups, plastic bags, etc.). Resist 
making several small divisions; larger 
plants sell better.

» Label plants with common and 
botanical names (if possible) and 
cultural preferences. A picture really 
helps sell your donation.

» Deliver donations – along with your 
name, address and list of items donated 
– on auction day from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Plant list and donor info is required to 
receive a record of donation.

» Ask nurseries and garden centers 
for donations. Most nurseries are 
receptive to the request. Donations 
are tax deductible for nurseries and 
a good way to advertise to CT Hort 
members. Please bring a list of the 
plants donated and the name and 
address of the nursery when you 
deliver so that CT Hort may properly 
acknowledge the donation. 

» Donations accepted from 5 to 6 p.m. 
on the day of the auction.

2020 Mehlquist Award
By Fairlee Latawic, Awards Committee

mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=
mailto:auction%40cthort.org?subject=
http://cthort.org
http://CTHort.org
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CT Hort Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

GARDENS OF SPLENDOR
Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, 

Yonkers, New York
Sunday, May 17, 2020

Once called “America’s Most Spectacular Garden” Untermeyer Gardens is a 
46-acre former estate that is now a public garden. You’ll find several gardens 
on the grounds: a Walled Garden, a grand Vista, a Ruin Garden, the Temple 
of Love, a Rhododendron Walk and a Rock and Stream Garden. Your 
day-long adventure includes a docent-
led tour of the amazing Untermyer 
gardens, sit down lunch at Agostino’s in 
New Rochelle and a stop at Larchmont 
Nurseries in Westchester.   

Cost: $112 per person 
Non-members please add $6

Tuesday, July 21, 2020
This mid-summer day trip will take you to Litchfield County and the foothills of 
the Berkshire Mountains. First stop is Hollister House Garden where you’ll explore 
an American interpretation of classic English gardens such as Sissinghurst, Great 
Dixter and Hidcote. Although formal in its structure, Hollister House Garden is 
informal and rather wild in its planting style. Lunch will be enjoyed at the GW 
Tavern in Washington Depot. The tavern is named after our first president in honor 
of his passage through the small town of Washington Depot. And finally, you’ll 
be treated to an intimate behind-the-scenes tour of White Flower Farm by fellow-
member Cheryl Whalen who is White Flower Farm’s Head Gardener.  

Cost: $112 per person   |   Non-members please add $6

 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents 

Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are 
handled on a per trip basis.  Refunds will depend on timing of the cancellation and supplier policies. 
Tickets to theaters / events are non-refundable. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost 
based on fuel surcharges. 

To reserve, please go to www.friendshiptours.net or call Friendship Tours at 860.243.1630.  
Make checks payable to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT  06002.  

Payment due at time of reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 

Price Includes: Informal garden tour of Hollister House Garden, 
lunch at GW Tavern, Behind-the Scenes Tour at White Flower Farm, 
and Friendship Tours Tour Director. 

$118. per person 

$112.pp w/ CHS Mbr. Discount 

Depart  Estimated Return 
8:00am   MANCHESTER: Commuter Lot, corner of Buckland & Pleasant Hills. 7:00pm 

8:30am   Emanuel Synagogue, WEST HARTFORD, 160 Mohegan Drive. 6:30pm 

 
Beautifully situated on a sloping, terraced site in 

the rolling hills of Litchfield County in 
northwestern Connecticut, Hollister House 
Garden is an American interpretation of such 
classic English gardens as Sissinghurst, Great 

Dixter and Hidcote, formal in its structure but 
informal and rather wild in its style of planting. 
It’s a 30 year labor of love. We’ll have time to 

explore these gardens & an informal tour. 
 

GW Tavern will serve up a delightful luncheon 
for us. Named after our first president in honor 

of his passage through the small town of 
Washington Depot in the foothills of the 

Berkshire Mountains. 

TTuueessddaayy,,  JJuullyy  2211,,  22002200  

Special afternoon visit to White Flower Farm 
with a behind-the-scenes tour hosted by our 
own Cheryl Whalen, Head Gardener at 
White Flower Farm. 

With an exclusive Tour of White Flower 
Farm with head gardener, Cheryl Whalen! Fun in the Foothills – Hollister House and White Flower Farm

•  Buffalo Garden Walk, July 24-27, 2020
•  Cape Cod Christmas, December 5-6, 2020

FUTURE TRIPS! Visit Friendship Tours  
website for details. Hold these dates:

http://www.friendshiptours.net


Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street, Suite 1
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

      
CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs., Mar. 5 –  Board of Directors Meeting,  
 7 p.m. at CT Hort office 
 in Rocky Hill

Mon., Mar. 16 –  Deadline for April  
 Newsletter

Thurs., Mar. 19 –  CT Hort Program Meeting,  
 7:30 p.m. Leslie Duthie  
 presents Fronds with Benefits;  
 Ferns from the Wild to the  
 Garden Emanuel Synagogue  
 Auditorium, W. Htfd.

Fri., Apr. 24 –  CT Hort Spring Plant Sale  
 & Auction, Bethany  
 Covenant Church, Berlin

Printed on recycled paper.

2020 Connecticut Flower & Garden Show
CT Hort Best in Show Winner:

Naugatuck Valley Community College
by Kathy Niver, Awards Committee Chairperson

A new spring and a new decade can bring new opportunity, potential and inspiration to the garden. This 
was evident from the moment you entered this year’s Flower & Garden Show. The displays delighted 
gardeners with all kinds of possibilities for their home landscape and habitat. Choosing just one for the 
CT Hort Best in Show Award was truly challenging. 

After careful consideration, Naugatuck Valley Community College (NVCC) won the unanimous 
vote from the CT Hort judges. They excelled in every category that CT Hort judges look for: Educational 
value, horticultural interest, good design, effective use of plant material and inspiration to a home gardener. 
The exuberance and enthusiasm that NVCC’s display elicited from all who saw it was compelling.  
Under the tutelage of Chris Tuccio, Asst. Professor of Horticulture and Mark Schwartz, Academic Asst. 
to Horticulture, NVCC students in the Horticultural Program and in the Agro Bio Club created a work 
of art. All plants (except trees) were grown by students. All materials were salvaged and repurposed. 
This was an outstanding example of what can be done with little-to-no-money and lots of imagination  
and talent. 

Congratulations to NVCC and sincere thanks to an extraordinary team of judges: Jacklyn Stupienski, 
recipient of the CT Hort and the National HRI scholarships; Tom Christopher, author, radio host, 
podcast host and horticulturist; Justine Ramsey, owner of Floral Designs by Justine; and Elaine Widmer, 
gardener extraordinaire. Their collective expertise was invaluable in the judging process.

From left to right, judges  
Elaine Widmer, Tom Christopher, 
Jacklyn Stupienski and Justine 
Ramsey


