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Eight Trends that Reconnect Us  
with the Natural World

People are awakening to Mother Nature to find balance and peace 
and are awakening to the responsibility to help save the Earth. 
Horticulture is essential to solve climate change, biodiversity loss 
and urban eco-system services. Gardening is a natural fit. This 
awakening cultivates a healthier relationship with technology, 
draws people outside, and brings them in touch with their roots. 

According to author Michael McCarthy, a modern-day Rachel 
Carson, finding joy in nature will help save the environment, 
and in turn, save us.

As the 2018 numbers below indicate, many are finding solace 
connecting with nature: 
• Households set a spending record of $503 on their lawns and 

gardens. This is up nearly $100 over the prior year. 
• 18-34 year-olds make up 29% of all gardening households and 

set a record high for lawn and garden sales
• 83% of landscape architects say the hottest trend is sustainable 

designs using native plants
• Container gardening and landscaping set new highs in sales
• Consumer horticulture creates more than 2 million jobs

Garden Media Group forecasts the following trends for 2019: 

INDOOR GENERATION
The Indoor Generation is disconnected from the natural  
rhythms of nature. 90% of people worldwide spend nearly  
22 hours a day inside without enough daylight or fresh air. 
Reports show that Americans spend approximately 93% of their 
time enclosed either indoors or in vehicles. Children spend, 
on average, less than one hour per day outside—50% less than  
their parents did as children. 

Being part of the ‘in crowd’ is bad for our health and  
happiness, fueling higher rates of obesity, issues with 
cholesterol and mental health issues like anxiety, depression and  
insomnia.

Craving to re-connect with nature, the indoors is becoming 
the new outdoors. Bringing Mother Nature indoors add light, 
life and fresh air to the indoor generation. Once considered old 
fashioned, houseplants have reached a fever pitch. Millennials 
have fallen in love with indoor plants and are responsible for 31% 
of all houseplant sales with 30% of all households buying at least 
one houseplant last year. 

SAVE THE DATE – Thursday, February 21
February Speaker Meeting will be held at the CT Flower & Garden Show in Hartford
Presenter Mike McGrath will discuss “The Good, the Bad, the Ugly; Getting Toads, 

Birds and Bugs to Eat Your Garden Thugs”
Stay tuned for additional meeting details that will be posted  
in the February Newsletter and on our website at cthort.org.

Editor’s note: 
The annual Garden Trends Report is one of the most published 
garden studies in trade and consumer news. It is compiled by the 
Garden Media Group, a PR and marketing firm out of Philadelphia. 
A summary of their findings for 2019 is presented here. To read the 
report in its entirety, please click here .

(continued on page 4)

Garden Media’s 2019 Garden Trends reporT:
                                                                     Rooted Together 

http://cthort.org
http://grow.gardenmediagroup.com/2019-garden-trends-report?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66049787&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8UCb-kzuRTkbSzQ8rMJ3pwv5riRJoLHxDtmKjkKRgKhy46v5UfcSIFRF5fA26JCuoJzdcARdF8vUhWcw1h8UFfGBN0zA&_hsmi=66049787
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Connecticut
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2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713
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website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Barbara Skomorowski
CHS Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $49
Family .................................................... $69
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $44
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $64
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 of 
the Internal Revenue Service Code. Re-
production of the CHS Newsletter in 
whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2017

Bartlett Arboretum
Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

MH Landscape Design

The Garden Barn Nursery
Wild Rose Landscape Design

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

Mon. January 14, 11:30 a.m. – Farm-
ington Garden Club brings back a fa-
vorite speaker – Margery Winters. Her 
presentation, entitled Soil-It’s Not Just 
Dirt, will explain the millions of living 
creatures that make up each spoonful of 
healthy soil. Learn why you should care 
about this intriguing ecosystem. Location: 
Stanley-Whitman House, 37 High Street, 
Farmington. Fee: Guests $5. For more in-
formation: FarmingtonGardenClub.org.

Sat., January 19, noon – Connecti-
cut Daylily Society welcomes Marlene  
Harmon with her presentation on gar-
den photography. Marlene and husband 
Carl have operated Harmon Hill Farm, 
in southern New Hampshire since 1998. 
Check out their vast daylily collection 
and Marlene’s photography prowess at  
www.harmonhillfarm.com. Location: 

Avon Senior Center. Potluck lunch at 
noon is followed by the 1 p.m. presenta-
tion. Free!

Thurs. February 7, noon – West Hartford 
Garden Club welcomes FGCCT Judges 
Council Chair, Trish Manfredi.  Trish 
will discuss the finer points of ‘Interpret-
ing Paintings with Floral Arrangements.’   
Location: Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 
679 Farmington Ave., West Hartford. 
Parking available on So. Highland St. and 
in the various church parking lots.  Entry 
to the meeting hall is in the back of the 
church. If West Hartford Schools are closed 
due to weather, the meeting is cancelled. Fee: 
Guest donation of $10 includes a light buf-
fet lunch. Reservations preferred. Contact 
Susan @ 860-305-6370 or reserve on line 
at  www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the latest listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send details to 
news@cthort.org . Please format the announcement to resemble the entries below. Deadline 
for February issue is January 15.

Karen Bussolini Launches 
Eco-Friendly Newsletter
CT Hort Member, Karen Bussolini, has created a newsletter 
that may be of interest to you. Entitled, “Eco-Friendly News, 
Views, Clues and How-To’s” you are invited to take a  look 
at the latest issue. If you are interested in receiving Karen’s 
thought-provoking new electronic newsletter, you can sign 
up by clicking on the “Subscribe to My Newsletter” button 
located on the home page of her website:

https://www.karenbussolini.com/ 

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
http://FarmingtonGardenClub.org
http://www.harmonhillfarm.com
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://cthort.org
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
https://mailchi.mp/b206680d9a1b/nov-dec-2018
https://mailchi.mp/b206680d9a1b/nov-dec-2018
https://www.karenbussolini.com/
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Seasonal Garden Design –  
Creating Year-Round Interest using Trees, 
Shrubs, Perennials, Bulbs and Vines
Thursday, January 17 
with Sheri Forster

In her presentation, Sheri Forster will explore residential gardens throughout the year. 
Month-by-month photos will illustrate captivating seasonal combinations of trees, 

shrubs, perennials, grasses, bulbs and vines. Topics covered by season include:

Winter: The bones of your garden. Consider the views of your landscape from your 
interior vantage points. How to plan and plant in seasonal succession.

Spring: Bulbs, shrubs and ephemerals. Ideal planting strategies for low maintenance of 
bulbs. Companion planting combinations. 

Summer: Use a color wheel to direct your summer palette. The importance of texture 
in garden design.  

Fall: Embrace the state of your gardens decline. Consider the changing angle of sunlight 
and how it can be used to highlight your displays. 

A Connecticut native, Sheri graduated in 2007 from NYBG with a certification in 
Garden Design. That same year she became the sole proprietor of The Scottish Gardener 
(TSG). TSG specializes in the custom design of residential gardens/landscapes that 
provide year round interest. Sheri teaches at the New York Botanical Gardens (NYBG) 
and, in 2016, she became part of NYBG’s educational outreach to teaching at The New 
Canaan Nature Center- a return home having grown up there. Her designs have appeared 
in national and local magazines & newspapers. The Westport Historical Society has se-
lected her clients’ properties three times to appear in their Annual Hidden Garden Tour. 

Sheri Foster

CT Hort Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org.   
Date: Thursday, January 17, 2019  
Time: Program starts at 7:30 p.m. but 
come early – 7:00 p.m. – to socialize, 
participate in raffle items, look at 
travel fliers or get your plant questions 
answered by our resident horticulturalist, 
Kevin Wilcox.   
Location: Emanuel Synagog ue,  
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us what you 
thought of the presenter. Your candid 
feedback helps us to arrange for speakers 
that will hold your interest. Take the five-
question survey on our website – cthort.
org. Click on the survey icon found on 
any page then chose the speaker you want 
to rate. Thank you for your feedback.

In the event of inclement weather 
on the night of a Program Meeting, 
tune into WFSB TV Channel 3, or 
call the CT Hort office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.

NOTE:  Going forward, you’ll be greeted by additional Security  
  at the entrance to the Emanuel Auditorium. 

http://www.cthort.org
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“2019 Garden Trends reporT”, from page 1      

SCREEN AGE 
Spending too much time in front of a screen is causing physical and 
psychological problems. We are addicted to technology. Blue light 
from screens can cause lack of sleep, obesity, stress and depression. 
Mobile time for 0-8 year-olds tripled since 2013 to 48 minutes a 
day. Tweens log about 4-1/2 hours a day. Teens spend almost 7 
hours on a screen. Adults spend 11 hours a day in front of screens 
and check their phones every 10 minutes. 

Turn off those blue lights and turn on Mother Nature. 
Gardening teaches responsibility and encourages healthy choices. 
It teaches nurturing, patience and delayed gratification. Gardening 
teaches trust and confidence. It also teaches good stewardship and 
how to care for Mother Earth.

GOLDEN HEARTS 
There is a ‘new environmentalist’ in town. People young and old are 
uniting for good causes to create a healthy future for generations 
to come. Volunteering among 18-34 year-olds set a record 
25.5%, exceeding the national rate. By 2020, people engaging in 
‘responsible tourism’ are expected to increase 350%, to 300 million. 
Volunteering connects and offers a sense of fulfillment beyond 
our self. 

Gen Z’ers all over the world are stepping up to create a livable 
future through environmental movements. The Collegiate Plant 
Initiative connects students to nature by dropping plants on college 
campuses. A $1.9M partnership with Microsoft and Future Farmers 
of America will reach more than 650,000 ‘new environmentalists’ 
ages 12-21.

ROOT TO STEM 
Zero waste. Upcycling. Recommerce. Conscious consumption. 
None of it is new but expectations are. A world-wide shift is zeroing 
in on the need for sustainable solutions. Almost 4-1/2 pounds of 
waste is produced daily by each American. That’s 1,600 pounds 
per year, or the weight of a 22’ U-Haul truck. One-third of all food 
globally is wasted each year. Currently, only 9% of plastics are being 
recycled while 8 million metric tons are dumped into the ocean 
each year. The EPA says food is the largest waste in landfills—more 
than diapers, Styrofoam and tires combined. Landfills are the 3rd 

largest source of greenhouse gas methane. Composting is the ‘new 
recycling’ and reduces household waste by almost 40%!

SILENCE OF THE INSECTS 
Fifty-six years ago, Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’ 
warned of bird die-offs from the aerial spraying 
of pesticides as an environmental crisis. Today a 
new biocrisis is emerging—the decline of flying 
insects.

And scientists are worried. A German study 
published last year shows that in the past 30 
years, the population of flying insects plunged 
by 75%. Insect declines in Alabama are just as 
significant as those in Germany. The UN warns 
40% of pollinators—particularly bees and butterflies—risk global 
extinction. “That’s dangerous because insects are the foundation of 
our ecosystem,” says E.O.Wilson, a Harvard biologist. A decline in 
flying insects means the animal kingdom is in danger. And so are we!

Yet, at the same time, new invasive plants and insects are thriving. 
The U.S. Forest Service says invasive insects and diseases put 70 
million acres at risk. The U.S. spends $138 billion per year to control 
or eradicate invasives and to restore habitats. 

 
One important tip: Don’t let invasive 
species hitchhike on mulch, firewood, 
hay, vehicles and even hiking boots.

The best defense for dealing with invasive species is early 
detection and rapid response. Plant insect gardens. ‘Buglady’ 
Suzanne Wainwright-Evans says to breed and buy plants for 
pollinators, not aesthetics. Select insect-friendly native plants 
and flowers to attract ladybugs, ground beetles, spiders and 
bees. BugGuide.net helps identify the good from the bad 
insects for your garden. Use beneficial pests to naturally 
destroy invasives. 

Plant more native shrubs and trees. White oak support 
over 500 pollinators! Visit the NFNative Plant Finder for 
more ideas. 

And finally, let yourself go a little wild!  As Margaret 
Roach (organic gardener) suggests, “intervene less, relax and 
enjoy nature more.’ Let a small part of your garden go natural 
to support insect life, she says. Treat and protect big trees. 
Clean up less to support overwintering insects, spiders, birds 
and other animals. 

ROBOGARDENING 
“From drones to phones, new technology is making gardening 
easier,” according to the Associated Press. Planning, planting, 
watering and even weeding is done remotely. The new Tertill is 
the Roomba for the garden. The solar powered robot whacks 
weeds for up to 3 hours.
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Garden designers and arborists are using drones to get a 
bird’s eye view of landscapes to the tops of trees. Research 
scientists at Texas A&M are using drones to ‘read the weeds.’ 
Early detection requires fewer chemical controls. From Japan 
to Russia, experimental mini drones have been 37% successful 
in pollinating flowers. Even Walmart is getting into the 
robotic bee business. The retail giant filed six patents using 
drones to identify harmful pests attacking crops, monitor crop 

damage, spray pesticides and pollinate crops. 

MOONSTRUCK 
Moon-phase gardening is an idea as 

old as agriculture. Connecting with 
the phases of the moon taps into 
our deep desire to be in tune with 
nature. More people are turning 

to the moon for sage advice on the 
best time to plant, prune, weed and 

harvest. Here’s how it works, according 
to an Old Farmer’s Almanac tradition:

• Plant annuals and vegetables the bear crops above ground 
during the waxing Moon—from the day it is new to the 
day it is full

• Plant flowering bulbs, perennials, biennials, and vegetables 
that bear crops below ground during the waning Moon—
from the day after it is full to the day before it is new again.

Moon gardens include flowers and plants that glow at night. 
Light-colored plants such as lamb’s ear, white Echinacea or 
white Muscari (2019 Bulb of the Year). Night-blooming 
fragrant flowers, like evening primrose, Angel’s trumpet or 
moonflower awaken the senses. Biting bugs can be kept away 
with white marigolds, lavender, rosemary and other insect-
repelling plants.

GET MINTED
No longer considered outdated, vintage mint green is making 
a comeback in the home and in the garden. This bluish-green 
hue is soft, upbeat and easy to decorate with. Yet it’s not 
boring or predictable. From hydrangeas to orchids to shrimp 
plants, mint-colored flowers bring a spirit of life, renewal 
and energy to the garden. I can also be used to refresh your 
backyard or patio furniture and accessories. 

Mint (the plant) is trending in 2019 as well. It is easy to 
grow, requires little care, essential for mojitos and is a great 
pollinator plant for bees and butterflies. Chickens love mint! 
It is an immunity booster for them and tastes great. But biting 
insects don’t. Plant it around patios and walkways to deter 
insects. Mint also has ancient healing benefits, aids digestion, 
freshens breath, and improves gut health.   

“There is a legacy deep within us, a legacy of instinct, a legacy of inherited feelings,  
  which may lie very deep in the tissues—it may lie underneath all the parts of civilization  
  which we are so familiar with on a daily basis, but it has not gone; that we might have left  
  the natural world, most of us, but the natural world has not left us.”

The Moth Snowstorm
Michael McCarthy

By Cheryl Marino, Membership Committee Chairperson

We are excited to welcome the October 2018 graduating class of Master 
Gardeners as our guests at the January meeting. This gives us the opportunity 
to showcase what we do and who we are. Please join me in a friendly welcome 
to all of those guests on January 17th. Look for visitors with name tags labeled 
“Master Gardener” and please introduce yourself and let our guests know about 
your favorite CT Hort event. 

Newly Minted Master Gardeners are Guests at January Meeting
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Come in from the Cold!
Saturday, January 19, 2019, 3-5 p.m.
Ballek’s Garden Center  |  East Haddam, Conn.
Melt away the winter chill with an afternoon in East Haddam. 
Come in from the cold to explore the remarkable world of 
indoor plants. Get answers regarding your own domestic 
greenery. And spend time with fellow gardeners.

CT Hort and Ballek’s Garden Center have arranged this 
casual gathering in Ballek’s greenhouses to share friendship, 
knowledge and refreshments. Fee is $15 for members, $25 
for non-members, and $5 for students with valid student ID. 
Light refreshments are included.    

Easy and Elegant Floral Design
Saturday, February 16, 2019, 1-3 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran School  | Bristol, Conn.
Are you looking to unlock the secrets of flower arranging 
and learn the tricks of the trade? Then this is the workshop 
for you! You’ll explore what to look for when shopping for 
flowers, which flowers to choose, and the tools you’ll need to 
artfully create and professionally care for your arrangement. 

Workshop instructor, Justine 
Leeper Ramsey, is the owner of 
Floral Designs by Justine. Fee is 
$30 for members, $40 for non-
members and $15 for students 
with a valid ID. Register early 
as class size is limited to 20 
attendees. 

It is with great sadness that the Austin family announces 
the passing of David C. H. Austin Snr OBE VMH, rosarian 
and founder of David Austin Roses 
Ltd. David Snr died peacefully at his 
home in Shropshire on Tuesday 18th 
December, surrounded by his family. 
He was 92.

For over 75 years David’s dedication 
to roses brought fragrance and beauty 
to gardens all over the world. A 
perfectionist at heart, he bred more 
than 200 English Roses during his 
extraordinary career, unwaveringly in 
pursuit of an ever more beautiful rose. 

From a farming background, David 
developed a keen interest in Old 
Roses in his early twenties. David 
felt that although the Old Roses were charming and often 
had magnificent fragrances, they were lacking in the color 
diversity and ability to repeat flower common to the more 
modern Hybrid Teas. This realization sowed the seeds for 
the collection of English Roses that we all enjoy today as 
he set about creating an entirely new rose, which combined 
the beauty and fragrance of Old Roses with the benefits 
of modern roses. His first English Rose was ‘Constance 

Spry’, launched in 1961. Amongst the expansive collection, 
notable varieties include ‘Gertrude Jekyll’—twice voted 

the nation’s favorite rose—and more 
recently, ‘Olivia Rose Austin’.

David was rewarded for his 
outstanding contribution to 
horticulture, receiving gold standard 
accolades at the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, and an OBE for services to 
horticulture in 2007.
David Austin Jr, son and Managing 
Director of the company for the last 
25 years said, “My father—or Mr. 
A as he was affectionately known 
within the wider Austin family—was 
a remarkable man. His love for the art 
of rose breeding was truly inspiring; 

he loved nothing more than seeing the pleasure that his roses 
gave to others. His presence will be sorely missed within the 
global family company that he created. But the passion he 
instilled will continue and we will hold true to my father’s 
vision when he founded the company almost 50 years ago.”
The Austin family invites anyone who wishes to share 
their memories and condolences to send these to 
rememberingmra@davidaustinroses.com.

David C. H. Austin

David C.H. Austin OBE VMH
1926-2018

http://floraldesignsbyjustine.com
mailto:rememberingmra%40davidaustinroses.com?subject=
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CHS Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

Philadelphia Flower Show
Sunday & Monday, March 3-4, 2019 

A single flower has the power to convey some of the strongest human emotions. This year’s Flower 
Power… The Power of Flowers! will pay tribute to the enormous impact of flowers on our lives. From 
the first blooms of spring in your home garden to the expansive fields that fuel whole economies, 
flowers influence how we feel, think and act in small and global ways. 
This is the 190th year of the Philadelphia Flower Show, presented by the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society (PHS). It is America’s largest horticultural event, attracting 250,000 guests each year. Enjoy 
acres of gardens, thousands of displays, more than 180 shops in the Marketplace, interactive exhibits 
and so much more.
PHS is proud to announce that the FTD World Cup 2019 floral design competition will take 
place at this year’s show. This once-in-a-lifetime experience combines breathtaking talent with floral 
perfection. Sunday afternoon has been set aside to see part of the semi-final round of competition. 
Cost: $399 per person, double occupancy ($479 per person single) for members of CT Hort. Non-
members please add $50.

Wednesday, April 3, 2019 MATINEE
Broadhurst Theatre, New York City

The Broadway Collection Anastasia, inspired by the beloved films, transports us 
from the twilight of the Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s, as 
a brave young woman sets out to discover the mystery of her past. Pursued by a 
ruthless Soviet officer determined to silence her, Anya enlists the aid of a dashing 
conman and a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they embark on an epic adventure 
to help her find home, love, and family.
With its opulent settings, dazzling costumes, and a soaring score including the 
song favorites from the hit animated film, “Journey to the Past” and “Once Upon 
a December,” Anastasia is the spectacular new musical about discovering who 
you are and defining who you’re meant to be.
Lunch before the show will be enjoyed at Bistro La Bonne Soupe. 

Cost: $222 per person for members of CT Hort. Non-members please add $10.

Ithaca, New York
Tuesday, July 30 to Thursday, August 1

This trip is still in development but will include visits 
to the Cornell Botanic Gardens, MacKenzie Childs 
(ceramics and home décor) and a private garden.  
Accommodations have been arranged at the Statler 
Hotel. More details forthcoming. Please contact Bar-
bara at Friendship Tours to be placed on the list to  
receive more information when available.

Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent suppliers 
of services  including motor coaches. Trips cancelled due to weather conditions are    handled on a per trip 
basis.  Refunds will depend on  timing of the   cancellation and supplier policies. Tickets to theaters / events are 
non-refundable. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019    MATINEE 
Broadhurst Theatre, New York City 

The Broadway Collection Anastasia, inspired by the beloved films, transports us from the twilight of 
the Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s, as a brave young woman sets out to 
discover the mystery of her past. Pursued by a ruthless Soviet officer determined to silence her, 
Anya enlists the aid of a dashing conman and a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they embark on an 
epic adventure to help her find home, love, and family. 
 
With its opulent settings, dazzling costumes, and a soaring score including the song favorites from the 
hit animated film, “Journey to the Past” and “Once Upon a December,” Anastasia is the spectacular 
new musical about discovering who you are and defining who you’re meant to be.  

Connecticut Horticultural Society presents: 

To reserve, please go to www.friendshiptours.net or call Friendship Tours at 860.243.1630.  
Make checks payable to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomeld Ave., Bloomeld, CT  06002.  
Payment due at me of reserva on. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a subs tute. 

Price Includes: Reserved Orchestra ticket, sit down lunch at French 
Bistro LA BONNE SOUPE , Deluxe Motorcoach transportation, 

and Friendship Tours Tour Director. 

$232. per person 

$222.pp w/ CHS Discount 

Depart  Estimated Return 
7:00am   WEST HARTFORD: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Dr. 8:30pm 

7:30am   EAST HARTFORD: Commuter Lot, 500 Main St. 8:00pm 

Lunch at BISTRO LA BONNE SOUPE: Salad with house dressing Choice of: Lasagne a la 
Francaise or Poulet roti with  mashed potatoes and mushroom sauce, or All American 

cheeseburger with pommes frites. Dessert: Crème caramel  

SAVE  THE DATE!

http://www.friendshiptours.net


Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs., Jan. 3 –  Board of Directors meeting,  

 7:00 p.m., Friendship Tours 
 offices in Bloomfield

Thurs., Jan. 17 –  CT Flower & Garden Show  
 6:30 p.m.-Ambassador training  
 7:30 p.m.-Program Meeting  
 Sheri Forster presents:  
 Seasonal Garden Design – 
 Creating Year-Round Interest  
 using Trees, Shrubs,  
 Perennials, Bulbs and Vines,  
 Emanuel Synagogue  
 auditorium, West Hartford

Your 2019 CT Flower & Garden Show Checklist
SAVE the Dates: Thursday thru Sunday, February 21-24, 2019. This year’s theme is “The 
Charm of Spring.”

HOST with Us:  WE NEED YOU as a Seminar Ambassador!  You get into the show for 
free the day you volunteer. To sign-up online, follow the link from our website: CTHort.
org. You can also sign up at the January 17 Program Meeting.  Write to us with any questions: 
chs.flowershow@gmail.com. A Q&A for all volunteers will be held at 6:30 p.m. before the 
January 17 Program Meeting in the back of the Emanuel Synagogue Auditorium.

ATTEND: The show & a special CT Hort speaker meeting on Thurs. Feb.21 at 6 p.m. 
at the Convention Center in Hartford:  Mike McGrath, author, organic horticulturist, 
fabulously popular Philadelphia radio host of “You Bet  Your Garden” and former-Editor 
for  Rodale’s “Organic Gardening” magazine. Thanks to a partnership with NE Expos 
Mike ‘McG’ will present “The Good, the Bad, the Ugly: Getting Toads, Birds and Bugs to 
Eat Your Garden Thugs.” 

• By Invitation: Sustaining and business members are invited to a VIP reception and the 
Flower Show Award Ceremony following the talk.

• Parking and entry details for all CT Hort members will be posted in February’s 
Newsletter and on our website. 

CELEBRATE “60 Years of CT HORT Scholarship Giving:” See our highlight 
retrospective of sixty years of students & member efforts to support the future of 
horticulture: Convention Center Ballroom Level, adjacent our membership table.

Get your Discount tickets for the show: at meetings and CT Hort events now thru Thurs. 
Feb. 14 2019.  You save $5: Regular admission is $18 but the CT Hort member price is $13.

Printed on recycled paper.

WHITE FLOWER FARM & 
VAN ENGLENS-SCHEEPERS 
for helping us by donating and 
discounting bulbs for our October 
Bulb Sale. Proceeds offset any 
flower show expenses. We are 
most grateful to CT Hort member 
& White Flower Farm Head 
Gardener, Cheryl Whalen for 
taking care of our BULB SALE 
logistics: selection, purchasing, 
donations, bagging and organizing 
the set-up at our meeting. Cheryl 
continues her efforts straight 
through to the show by forcing any 
leftover bulbs. These are the flowers 
we will use to bring “The Charm of 
Spring” to our Membership tables. 
Thank you Cheryl!  And thank you 
generous suppliers!

Many
    Thanks!

http://CTHort.org
http://CTHort.org
mailto:chs.flowershow@gmail.com

