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During a trip to the annual Great Smoky Mountain 
Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage, I was overwhelmed by 
the incredible biodiversity of native plants and animals, 

interwoven in their natural habitat in the Smoky Mountains, 
making up one of the healthiest and most beautiful ecosystems I 
have ever encountered.

Instead of the endless Japanese 
barberry thickets I notice at home 
in spring, one of the earliest plants 
to green up in our Northeastern 
woods, I was treated to vast expanses 
of Amalanchier species (service 
berries).  In the place of the reviled 
garlic mustard and Japanese stiltgrass, 
I encountered lush stands of Packera 
aurea (golden ragwort) Tiarella 
cordifolia (foam flower) and Claytonia 
virginica (spring beauty).  It’s not 
every day that I get to see carpets of 
Phlox stolonifera (creeping phlox) by 
the side of the road instead of the ever-present mugwort I see here 
in the tri-state area.

The Great Smoky Mountain National Park is one of the  
most bio-diverse areas in the world, with an estimated 100,000 
species including over 4,000 plant species, 1,500 of which are 
flowering plants.  You get the point of all this when you step 
out of your car in a parking lot and see Trillium luteum (yellow 
toadshade) and Trillium simile (sweet white trillium) by your feet, 
inches away from the blacktop.  And as you scan the parking lot 
you notice at least a dozen native species growing within three 
feet of the roadside, which you just saw offered at your local native 
nursery for $12 a pot.

Is this a modern-day Garden of Eden? A paradise untouched 
by man?  Impossible to emulate in the home landscape?   Think 
again. Be inspired, encouraged, and empowered.

Settlers moved into the Smoky Mountain region in the late 
1700s and clear-cut vast acres of pristine forest in order to set up 
their farms. If this wasn’t a big enough blow to the environment, 

in the early 1900s the area became the 
playground of logging companies, 
thrilled to find 500-year-old tulip 
poplars as wide as Volkswagens and 
ancient chestnut trees which towered 
like redwoods over the landscape.  
These saw-happy loggers removed 
an astounding 80% of the primeval 
forests in the Smokies.  They likely 
would have continued, without 
the creation of The Great Smoky 
Mountain Park in 1934, which put 
a stop to these practices.

A denuded, pillaged landscape 
in 1934 has become an ecological paradise in 85 years.  The 
current richness of species makes the Smokies the poster child 
for a healthy ecosystem.  When asked why the deer don’t devour 
the fantastic, tasty buffet of spring wildflowers, a park ranger says:  
“we have deer, but they aren’t a problem.”  This is truly nature in 
balance where an ecological system benefits from its own checks 
and balances.  Invasive plants and pests exist in the Smokies, but 
they have not reared their ugly heads to the same degree we see in 
most of our American landscapes.  I winced when I saw a home 
landscape, just outside the perimeter of the Park, with running 
bamboo overtaking their front lawn.  And, I was baffled to see 

(continued on page 4)

Gardening Inspirations from the Smokies
By Kim Eierman, Founder, EcoBeneficial!

www.ecobeneficial.com

Crested Iris (Iris cristata) Photo Credit: Kim Eierman

This month’s meeting is  
Thursday, April 11 at 7 p.m.

(Not the usual 3rd Thursday  
due to Passover holiday)

http://www.ecobeneficial.com
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Bartlett Arboretum

Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

MH Landscape Design

The Garden Barn Nursery

Wild Rose Landscape Design

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

Mon., April 8, 11:30 a.m. – Farmington 
Garden Club presents The Good Guys 
by Sally Killips, retired Garden Designer 
for Meadow View Farm. Sally has created 
a backyard sanctuary in her small subur-
ban oasis. Her talk covers the use of na-
tive plants, the benefits of specific species, 
and other requirements to create your 
own paradise. Public is welcome. Light 
refreshments. Suggested guest donation is 
$5. Visit farmingtongardenclub.org or call 
860-677-7975 for more info. 

Tues., April 9, anytime between 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. – Pruning Workshop by Rosarian 
Stephen Scanniello in Elizabeth Park’s 
Rose Garden. Participants are asked to 
bring their own gloves and pruners to re-
ceive a lesson with Stephen. Suggested do-
nation for the Workshop is $10 per person. 
For more information or to register, email 
admin@elizabethparkct.org or call 860-
231-9443 ext 104.

Weds, April 10, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. – Eliza-
beth Park Conservancy’s Garden Lecture 
Series features Barbara Paul Robinson 
discussing her new book, Heroes of Horti-
culture: Americans Who Transformed the 
Landscape. Robinson’s lecture will explore 
the vibrant stories of eighteen contempo-
rary heroes of horticulture – “institution 

builders, plant explorers and garden cre-
ators who have all had a major impact on 
the American landscape.” 

Location: Pond House Garden Room. 
Visit http://elizabethparkct.org/event/
barbara-paul-robinson-lecture for more 
info, fees and to register. 

Fri. & Sat, April 12 & 13 – 15th Great 
Gardens and Landscaping Symposium 
takes place at the luxurious Woodstock 
Inn and Resort in Woodstock VT and 
features nationally renowned speakers, 
book signings, and the popular Gardeners 
Marketplace. There is a special registration 
discount for groups of 5 or more as well as 
for Master Gardeners. Click for more info. 

Sat. April 13, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sun., 
April 14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Connecticut  
Cactus and Succulent Society 36th An-
nual Show and Sale. Free admission 
with a free plant presented to the first 50 
families each day. There are lectures and 
demonstrations both days. Please visit 
www.ctcactussociety.org for more info.

Mon. April 15, Noon-2 p.m. – Garden Club 
of Avon presents Spring Wildflowers with 
Margery Winters of Roaring Brook Nature 
Center. Learn where to find Connecticut’s 

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send 
details to news@cthort.org . Please format the announcement to resemble the entries 
below. Deadline for May issue is April 15.

(continued on page 4)

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
http://farmingtongardenclub.org
mailto:admin%40elizabethparkct.org?subject=
http://elizabethparkct.org/event/barbara-paul-robinson-lecture
http://elizabethparkct.org/event/barbara-paul-robinson-lecture
https://pyours.com/symposium/
http://www.ctcactussociety.org
http://cthort.org
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Gardening Inspirations  
from the Smoky Mountains
with Kim Eierman, Environmental Horticulturist

Thursday, April 11, 2019
The Smoky Mountains boast some of the healthi-
est ecosystems and greatest biodiversity in North 
America. Our Northeastern landscapes have quite 
a few of the same native plants, but far less healthy 
ecosystems. Horticulturist Kim Eierman will dis-
cuss how the beauty and the ecology of the Smoky 
Mountains can be modeled in your own landscape. 
Boost your own garden ecosystem with these gar-
dening inspirations from the Smokies.

Kim Eierman is the Founder of EcoBeneficial. 
She specializes in ecological landscapes and native 
plants. Based in New York, Kim teaches at the New 
York Botanical Garden, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
The Native Plant Center in New York, Rutgers 
Home Gardeners School and several other institu-
tions. Kim is an active speaker nationwide on many 

ecological landscape topics, presenting for industry conferences, “green events,” Master 
Gardener groups, garden clubs, nature centers, Audubon Society chapters, beekeeping 
groups, and other organizations interested in environmental improvements. Kim also 
provides horticultural consulting to homeowners and commercial clients.

In addition to being a Certified Horticulturist through the American Society for  
Horticultural Science, Kim is an Accredited Organic Landcare Professional, a Steering 
Committee member of The Native Plant Center, and a member of The Ecological  
Landscape Alliance and the Garden Writers Association.  

Kim Eierman

CT Hort Program 
Meeting 

Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org.   
Date: Thursday, April 11, 2019  
Time: Program starts at 7:30 p.m. 
but come early – 7:00 p.m. – to 
socialize, participate in raffle items, 
look at travel fliers or get your plant 
questions answered by our resident 
horticulturalist, Kevin Wilcox.   
Location: Emanuel Synagogue,  
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us what 
you thought of the presenter. Your 
candid feedback helps us to arrange 
for speakers that will hold your interest. 
Take the five-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click on the 
survey icon found on any page then 
chose the speaker you want to rate. 
Thank you for your feedback.

Invitations were recently sent to those members who will reach a significant 
milestone in their membership with CT Hort. During our April 11 meeting 
we will recognize members with 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 and up to 67 years of belong-
ing to CT Hort. Don’t miss this fun event!

Check your mail. Are you one of our milestone members?

If so, please RSVP at office@cthort.org or call Mary Anna at (860) 529-8713.

Anniversaries will be Celebrated in April!

 

 
 
Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) will be celebrating those members who will reach a milestone in membership during 2019, recognizing anniversaries  at 5-65 years.  

You are one of them!   
When: April 11, at our regular monthly meeting.   

RSVP: 860-529-8713 or office@cthort.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) will be celebrating those members who will reach a milestone in membership during 2019, recognizing anniversaries  at 5-65 years.  

You are one of them!   
When: April 11, at our regular monthly meeting.   

RSVP: 860-529-8713 or office@cthort.org 

 

https://www.ecobeneficial.com/services/commercial-consulting/
http://www.cthort.org
mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements  continued from page 2

“Gardening Inspirations,” from page 1      

numerous Callery pears used as a street plantings, in lieu of any 
of the 120+ beautiful native trees, readily available.  A giant red 
flag, a warning sign – keep this up and the Smokies will look like 
every other degraded landscape in the U.S.

“Ok” you say, “so what 
does this have to do with 
my landscape?”  Well, you 
know the expression: “you 
are what you eat?” then think 
about your landscape’s health 
depending upon “how you 
garden” and “what you choose 
to plant.”  I was very pleased 
to come home to my own 
landscape and realize that 
many of the native plants 
which are in my own garden 
are the same native plants 
I  saw in the Smokies— 
Cornus alternifolia (pagoda 
dogwood), Lindera benzoin (spicebush), Viburnum acerifolium 
(maple-leaved viburnum), Rhododenron maxiumum (rosebay 
rhododendron), Pinus strobus (Eastern white pine), Hepatica 
nobilis var. obtusa (round lobed hepatica), Aquilegia canadensis 
(Canada columbine) Mitella diphylla (bishop’s cap), Polygonatum 
biflorum var. commutatum (giant Solomon’s seal), Phlox divaricata 

(wild blue phlox), Sanguinara canadensis (bloodroot), and so 
many more.  A little taste of the Smokies right here in New York.

Twenty-five years ago when we moved into our home I 
could count the number of plant species in our yard on my two 

hands.  Over the years I have 
planted an abundant, diverse 
selection of native plants and 
in turn, I am rewarded with 
an equally abundant variety of 
bird, insect and animal species 
that use these plants.  Yes, I 
have more challenges with 
pests and diseases in my own 
landscape, than that which 
occurs in the Smokies, but 
I have a pretty healthy little 
ecosystem right here at home 
in New York.

I truly believe that if we 
garden for the health of our 

ecosystem we can make an incredible, positive impact on our 
environment.  It worked in the Smokies—from clear cut forests 
to ecological wonderland—it worked in my own landscape, and 
it can work in yours.  Take this inspiration from the Smokies and 
plant regionally native plants in your own garden this spring.  Your 
ecosystem will thank you.

wildflowers, the origin of their names & what makes each import-
ant.  Church of St. Ann, 289 Arch Road, Avon.  $10 fee includes 
lunch.  For info and to register, contact Jody at MrgnJ3@aol.com

Mon., April 15, 12:30 to 2 p.m. – Wethersfield Garden Club 
presents Opening the Spring Garden – Lifting and Dividing Pe-
rennials with gardener Rose Riley at the Webb-Deane-Stevens 
Museum Garden and Community Center. Weather permitting, 
meet in the garden for a demo of lifting and dividing perennials. 
If not possible to meet in the garden, there will be a talk with no 
hands-on demonstration.

Weds., April 17, 9 a.m. to noon – ARS Master Rosarian Mike Fuss 
of the CT Rose Society will lead a Pruning Workshop in Eliz-
abeth Park’s historic rose garden. Meet at the green Cottage at 9 
a.m. Participants are asked to bring their own gloves and pruners. 
The rain date is scheduled for Wednesday, April 24. For more in-
formation or to register, email admin@elizabethparkct.org or call 
860-231-9443 ext 104.

Tues., April 30, 1:30 p.m. – Growing Unusual Garden  
Vegetables. Presented by Abigail Maynard from the CT Agri-

cultural Experiment Station. Part of the 2019 Garden Series at 
the Avon Free Public Library, 281 Country Club Rd. in Avon.  
Programs are free and open to all, no need to register.

Tues., April 30, anytime between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Pruning Work-
shop by Rosarian Stephen Scanniello in Elizabeth Park’s Rose 
Garden. Participants are asked to bring their own gloves and 
pruners to receive a lesson with Stephen. Suggested donation  
for the Workshop is $10 per person. For more information or to 
register, email admin@elizabethparkct.org or call 860-231-9443 
ext 104.

Weds., May 1, 2 p.m. – Lavender: Its History and Uses, present-
ed by Sally Killips, Garden Designer. Part of the 2019 Garden  
Series at the Avon Free Public Library, 281 Country Club Rd. in 
Avon. Programs are free and open to all, no need to register.

Sat.& Sun., May 4-5 – Hillstead Museum’s May Market – one  
of Farmington Valley’s finest and longest-running springtime  
celebrations. All proceeds support the museum’s 152 acres of 
beautiful grounds, gardens and trails. For more information, visit  
Hillstead.org

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Trio of Trillium grandiflorum. Photo Credit: Kim Eierman

mailto:MrgnJ3%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:admin%40elizabethparkct.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40elizabethparkct.org?subject=
http://Hillstead.org
http://cthort.org
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For a gardener, shopping for new plants in spring can be a temptation too hard to resist.  Be-
fore you head out to your favorite nursery or seasonal plant sale, take an informal inventory 
of your plants and determine what your landscape really needs. Here are some ecological 
considerations:

• Do you have tall evergreens in your landscape that provide cover (especially important 
in winter) and nesting sites for birds?

• Have you planted in layers to offer habitat to birds and other wildlife—canopy trees, 
understory trees, tall shrubs, shorter shrubs, flowering perennials, grasses and sedges?

• Does your landscape provide food sources year-round for wildlife – seeds, nuts, acorns, 
berries, fruit, nectar and pollen?

• Do you have host plants for butterfly caterpillars, in addition to nectar plants for but-
terfly adults?

• Have you planted a succession of bloom for pollinators, from early spring through late 
fall, with flowering trees, shrubs and perennials?

• Does your landscape offer a wide range of flower types, shapes and sizes, accessible to 
different pollinators and beneficial insects?

• Have you emphasized regional native plants in your landscape that have evolved with 
wildlife that depends upon them? 

Kim Eierman, a resident of Bronxville, New York is an environmental horticulturist and 
Founder of EcoBeneficial. When she is not speaking, writing, or consulting about ecological 
landscapes, she teaches at the New York Botanical Garden, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, The Na-
tive Plant Center and Rutgers Home Gardeners School.

Plan Before You Shop
by Kim Eierman, Founder, EcoBeneficial!
www.ecobeneficial.com

Beginning on February 22nd, and running through June 2nd, the New Britain Museum of American Art is presenting the work 
of Georgia O’Keeffe in the exhibition The Beyond – Georgia O’Keeffe and Contemporary Art.  Among the highlights in the ex-
hibition are 40 works by O’Keeffe including eight of the iconic artist’s most remarkable flower paintings. Also on display you’ll 
find a number of works by contemporary artists that were influenced by or reflect on O’Keeffe’s style.

In each of the exhibition’s three venues, Crystal Bridges Museum of Art in 
Bentonville, AR., The North Carolina Museum of Art in Raleigh, NC. and 
The New Britain Museum of Art, the Detroit-based artist Louise Jones has 
created extremely large botanical wall murals reflecting the native flowers, 
shrubs and wildlife from each museum’s locale.  The curators of the exhibi-
tion at New Britain called on CT Hort member Judy King and past-mem-
ber Alice Willard to advise and counsel Louise on the native plants of 
Central Connecticut.  The result of this collaboration is a truly amazing 
mural representing our local flora through all four seasons entitled Winter, 
Spring, Summer, Fall.

Be sure to visit the museum between now and June 2nd to see the mural 
created with the advice of our CT Hort members and all of the works in 
this amazing exhibition.

Art, Flowers, Georgia O’Keeffe and CT Hort
by Tom Gruber, CT Hort member

Louise Jones, Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall, site-specific in-
stallation, Courtesy of the New Britain Museum of American 
Art, Photo by The Defining Photo

http://www.ecobeneficial.com
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Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

Weed, Walk and Talk! – Oct. 2
Wreath Making Workshops – Nov. 28 & 29 

Ladies Night Wreath Making – Nov. 30 
Maple Grafting – Feb. 28

inspiring & informative ...
we grow great gardeners
by subscription in print and digital

Connecticut
Gardener

Connecticut
Gardener

Subscribe at store.conngardener.com
P.O. Box 248, Greens Farms, CT 06838 � 203.292.0711
www.conngardener.com � info@conngardener.com

CTGardenerMag on Facebook � ConnGardener on Twitter

Makes A
Great Gift

Speakers for the 2018-19 Season
October 25, 2018: Tovah Martin  . . . . . . . . . . . . Boot Camp for Your Senses in the Fall & Winter Garden  
4th Thursday of the month horticulturalist, writer & lecturer

November 15, 2018: Leslie Duthie  . . . . . . . . . . . . Fronds with Benefits: Ferns from the Wild to the Garden 
 horticulturalist

January 17, 2019: Sheri Forster  . . . . . . . . . . . . Seasonal Garden Design – Creating Year-Round Interest 
 New York Botanical Garden  
 Instructor, New Canaan  
 Nature Center

February 21, 2019: Mike McGrath  The Good, the Bad, the Ugly: Getting Toads, Birds and Bugs  
  Writer, editor, radio personality to Eat your Garden Thugs

March 21, 2019: Sharon Gensler . . . . . . . . . . Putting Carbon in its Place: a Gardener’s Plan for Sequestration 
 NOFA soil Carbon Outreach  
 Coordinator

April 11, 2019: Kim Eierman  . . . . . . . . . . . . Gardening Inspirations from the Smoky Mountains 
 instructor at New York  
 Botanical Garden and Brooklyn  
 Botanic Garden

May 16, 2019: Rosa Raudales, PhD. . . . . . Old, New and Emerging Applications of Hydroponics 
 Assistant Professor & Extension  
 Specialist – UConn

June 20, 2019: Doug Tallamy, PhD.  . . . . . . A Chickadee’s Guide to Gardening 
 Department of Entomology &  
 Wildlife Ecology professor at  
 University of Delaware

Speakers for the 2018-19 season run the gamut from radio personality to professor. And, once again, our February meeting will take 
place at the 2019 CT Flower & Garden Show in Hartford where Mike McGrath will present a special talk for CT Hort members.

Mountain Laurel Festival - June 1 & 2
Weed, Walk and Talk #1 - June 19

Cutting Propagation - June 25
Adventures with Margaret - July 13
Weed, Walk and Talk #2 - Aug. 21
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  www.DeerNoNo.com

ALL NATURAL   •   NON-TOXIC   •   NON-HAZARDOUS

The longest lasting, most effective  Deer Repellent  money can buy!

Easily and effectively 
protects your gardens, 
shrubs, and plants for 
up to 12 months

Used by home gardeners, 
landscapers, farmers, 
and nurserymen across 
the country for almost 
20 years

To order: email - Nelson@DeerNoNo.com
               or call - 843-267-7215.

151 Brookdale Road, Stamford CT 06903       www.bartlettarboretum.org

Saturday, May 11 
10 am - 3 pm

 
Aromatic & Culinary Herbs 

Fruits & Vegetables

Plant Sale!

Native Perennials & Shrubs! Spring in Bloom
led by Edward Cumming  

Guest violinist Sirena Huang

Sunday, May 5, 3-5 p.m. 
Welte Hall, Central Connecticut State University

CT Hort members receive a special rate - $20 
Use code SPRING for CT Hort discount

Tickets available at the door or online:  
http://newbritainsymphony.org/tickets-2/ 

The New Britain Symphony Orchestra will be presenting 
Spring in Bloom, a concert dedicated to music celebrating 
Spring and flowers, under the baton of Edward Cumming.  

First 400 concert patrons will receive a packet of seeds!

http://newbritainsymphony.org/tickets-2/
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The following nurseries 
offer CT Hort members a 
10% discount. Please 
present your membership 
card before your purchase. 
Discount normally applies 
to non-sale items. 

AL’S LANDSCAPING & NURSERY, 
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111,       

(860)-667-1822, alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St,    

East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 

betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 

Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 

simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 

Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 

boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS,                         

209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040,                     

(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            

13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 

(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 

06110, (860) 561-2148, 

butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN,        

670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787, 

(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpke., 

Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 

cropleysgardencenter.com 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 

(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC                              
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson 06277, 

(860) 935-5235, http://goorganicllc.com/ 

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpke., 

Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 

gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER,       

287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088,     

(860) 528-6806, discount applies to    

plant material only, 

harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER,          

26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             

(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 

West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 

Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        

discount applies to plant material only, 

naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 

neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERY, 40 Wells Road, 

Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 

obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 179), 

Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

riversidenursery-ct.com 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, 

1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 

06033, (860) 633-8681, 

scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS,       

1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457, 

(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

THE GARDEN BARN NURSERY 
228 West Street, Vernon 06066 

(860) 872-7291, www.gardenbarn.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                

(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

WARNER NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 

06070, (860) 651-0204, 

warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS, 168 

Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      

(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 WOODLAND TRAILS 
WILDFLOWER NURSERY, 32 Ashford 

Road, Ashford 06278, (860) 974-2300, 

woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com 
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Be a part of this worthwhile and fun tradition that marks the start of 
spring. Admission is FREE!

You’ll find trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals, houseplants, assorted 
garden treasures and books. The evening’s proceeds fund scholarships 
for deserving horticulture students at UConn and Naugatuck Valley 
Community College.

The Plant Sale offers interesting plants from member gardens. The Silent 
Auction includes gift options for Mother’s Day. During the LIVE auction, 
bid on collectible new introductions from our nursery supporters and rare 
plant divisions from our members’ gardens.

Auction schedule 
Friday, April 26: 

4:30 p.m.   Volunteers arrive for setup 

5:00 p.m.   Doors open for donations 

6:30 p.m.   Preview & Silent Auction 

7:00 p.m.   Plant Sale 

7:15 p.m.   Plant Auction 

How you can help: Volunteers are needed for all sorts of things from 
donations and pricing, to set up and break down. Send a note to auction@
cthort.org if you’re willing to lend a hand. Or, hang a few flyers where you 
work or shop. Printable flyer is available on our website – cthort.org.

Spring Plant Sale & Auction 
Friday, April 26, 6:30 p.m. 

Bethany Covenant Church, Berlin
by Trish Lyons, Plant Sale & Auction Committee Chairperson

And, of course, we are ALWAYS in need  
of enthusiastic plant buyers! 

Please come join the fun!

Plant Donation Details:
(Donor letter available on website – 

CTHort.org)

» Pot donations early to allow them to 
recover and adjust to potted life. Please 
use pots so that your plant displays well 
and holds its soil (no paper cups, plastic 
bags, etc.). Resist making several small 
divisions; larger plants sell better.

» Label plants with common and bo-
tanical names (if possible) and cultural 
preferences. A picture really helps sell 
your donation.

» Deliver donations – along with your 
name, address and list of items donat-
ed – on auction day from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Plant list and donor info is required to 
receive a record of donation.

» Ask nurseries and garden centers for 
donations. Most nurseries are recep-
tive to the request. Donations are tax 
deductible for nurseries and a good 
way to advertise to CT Hort members. 
Please bring a list of the plants donated 
and the name and address of the nurs-
ery when you deliver so that CT Hort 
may properly acknowledge the dona-
tion.

» Donations accepted from 5 to 6 p.m. 
on the day of the auction.

Location:  
Bethany Covenant Church 
785 Mill Street (Route 372) 

Berlin

mailto:auction%40cthort.org?subject=
mailto:auction%40cthort.org?subject=
http://cthort.org
http://CTHort.org
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LAST CALL: 2019 Mehlquist Award
By Fairlee Latawic, Awards Committee

Do you know a Connecticut resident who deserves to be honored and recognized for their significant and extraordinary 
contributions in horticulture or the art of gardening? If you do, please submit a nomination letter describing the 
background and qualifications of your nominee for the Connecticut Horticultural Society Mehlquist Award. 

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) established the Gustav Mehlquist 
award to honor our member Dr. Mehlquist for his extraordinary contribution to horticulture in our state. Dr. Mehlquist, 
who had been long recognized as one of the leading horticulturists in the United States, was a longstanding member of 
CT Hort. Every year since 1987, nominations are sought for this prestigious award named in his honor.

Nominations must be received by April 30, 2019. Send your nomination to:

Mary Anna Martell 
CT Hort Office                                        OR  Email: office@cthort.org
2433 Main Street              Subject line: Melquist Award
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Welcome to our newest members
Mackenzie Atkins Bridgeport
Wendy Bellmore East Haven
Madison Blake Berlin
Jennifer Cheng Guilford
Rachel Conley Naugatuck
George & Joan Cornelius East Granby
Dean Delgiudice & George A. Jones Plantsville
Lucy Eyre Tariffville
Justin Ferreira Trumbull
Sheri Forster Norwalk
Diane Gaulzetti Watertown
Alexandra Greene Windsor Locks
Maria Guerrero Stamford
Skylar Hebert Windham
Gail Herson Bloomfield
Erika Hojda Cromwell
Martha Horton Bloomfield
Cassandra Ionno Hartford
Olivia Lemieux Torrington
Jill Levin West Hartford

Melissa Levin West Hartford
Terry Lubman Riverside
Cynthia Malm Bolton
Susan Marks Glastonbury
Alyssa Mcgurer Salem
Felicia Millett Plainville
John & Meribel Pieper Woodbury
Carol Quish Glastonbury
Stefanie Reichert Killingworth
Liz Rinaldi Woodbridge
Denise & Joseph Roberts Kensington
Mia Ruefenact Wilton
Cheryl Schatzman Middlefield
Michelle Shaggy Torrington
Sophia Stoll Storrs
Mary Terrance Amston
Sarah Vanel Stratford
Peggy Williams West Hartford
Barbara Yudichak Middlebury
Kasia Zarnetske Madison



Page 11 April 2019 CT Hort Newsletter

CT Hort Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

This 3-day summer exploration in Ithaca is a compilation of 
one-of-a-kind experiences.  The first stop is MacKenzie-Childs, 
home of handmade, hand-decorated majolica pottery, furniture 
and home furnishings. Stretch your legs in their sprawling gar-
dens and explore the farmhouse that is furnished with MacKen-
zie-Childs designs.

We settle in to our home base – the Statler Hotel located 
on the campus of Cornell University. Within walking distance 
of the Farrand, Uris and Azalea gardens, this upscale hotel is run 
by seasoned hospitality professionals working alongside ener-
getic students from Cornell’s world-renowned School of Hotel 
Administration. A welcome dinner will be enjoyed at the Statler.

Day two will be split between the Cornell Botanical Gar-
dens and The Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, located on 
campus. At the Gardens, we’ll be treated to a guided tour with 
added talks on the Tropical collection and sustainable gardening 
at the Pounder Vegetable Garden. Lunch is on your own at one 
of the many fabulous eateries at Ithaca Commons – a four-block, 

pedestrian-only section of downtown. In the afternoon, we re-
turn to campus to tour the Johnson Museum of Art which was 
designed by IM Pei. The museum is home to over 35,000 works 
as well as an extensive collection of Asian Art. The 5th floor of-
fers spectacular views of Ithaca and the Cayuga Lake that should 
not be missed! We wrap up day two with a farm-to-table meal at 
Agava, where you’ll find a fabulous choice of dishes created with 
fresh ingredients from local suppliers. 

The final day begins with a hearty breakfast buffet at the 
Statler followed by a visit to the private garden of Wayne My-
ers. His six acres of rolling lawn and perennial beds contain 
more than 550 different varieties of plants nestled among field-
stone walls and outbuildings. Wayne also constructs sculptures 
from discarded farm machinery parts that you’ll find displayed 
throughout the gardens. 

The last stop will be Stonegate Farm, the property of 
award-winning photographer Matthew Benson. Matthew will be 
our guide to this historic treasure. The farm was built in the mid-

19th century and was originally part of a large 
estate. The Italianate Villa and farm outbuildings 
have been restored while the surrounding land 
has been re-cultivated as a local, organic farm 
and CSA with active membership. There will be 
farm-sourced refreshments and a book signing of 
Mathew’s latest book, “Growing Beautiful Food.”

Cost: $779 per person – double occupancy, 
$999 per person – single occupancy for members 
of CT Hort.  Non-members please add $50.

Ithaca, New York 
Tuesday, July 30 to Thursday, August 1

http://www.friendshiptours.net
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      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs., April 4 –  Board of Directors meeting,  

 7:00 p.m., Friendship Tours, 
 Bloomfield

Tues., April 9 –  Go a Little Batty! 7–9 p.m.  
 talk at Sessions Woods,  
 Burlington

Thurs., April 11 –  Kim Eierman presents:  
 Gardening Inspirations from 
 the Smoky Mountains,  
 Emanuel Synagogue  
 Auditorium, West Hartford

Fri., April 26 –  Spring Plant Sale & Auction,  
 6:30 p.m. at Bethany 
 Covenant Church, Berlin

Printed on recycled paper.

Bats are an important part of a healthy ecosystem!  
Bats are also the only consumer of night-flying insects, which helps in controlling  

some familiar backyard pests. 

 Wildlife Biologist Brian Hess will talk about bats of the Northeast, their life cycle  
and migration patterns, the fight against white-nose syndrome and how we can help.  

Learn how to create a bat-friendly habitat and how to build and where to place a bat house.  

Children 15 and under are free! Everyone attending will be entered into a drawing 
to win a Bat House!! (You must be present to win.)

For details and to register please visit cthort.org.

Go a Little Batty! 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019, 7–9 p.m.

Session Woods Wildlife Preserve 
Burlington, Conn.


