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Planting Bulbs for a Meadow Effect
Excerpts from the original article by the late-Wayne Winterrowd

See you at the  
CHS Bulb Sale 
October 19, at the  
Program Meeting 
(more on page 2)

All gardeners seem to have an 
almost elemental need for daf-
fodils, and not just for a few. A 

“host,” that’s the idea. One simply cannot 
have too many. (Well, if you are buying 
the latest hybrids in deep pink or with a 
lime-green cup at $50 or more a bulb, and 
spending the children’s milk money, then 
you are having too many.) Fortunately 
there are enough daffodils to be had cheap 
and in enough variety, to satisfy even the 
greediest gardener. To that may be added 
the fact that daffodils – unlike tulips – are 
usually sturdy, no-fuss plants, in fact, true 
perennials. They are not particular as to 
soils, accepting with equanimity almost 
anything from fertile sand to heavy clay. 
A sprinkling of granular, vegetable-garden 
fertilizer – 10-10-10 or the like – put on 
just as the blossoms fade, will surprise 
them by its generosity, but is not positively 
required. As long as their simple needs are 
met, they can be counted on to reappear, 
increase and bloom in ever-greater abun-
dance for many years. 

Most gardeners understand the mech-
anism by which daffodils and other long-
lived, bulbous perennials grow and pro-
duce flowers. This year’s foliage nurtures 
the plant and also produces a tiny, embryo 
flower in its heart. Indeed, if you could be 
so cruel as to dig up a plump daffodil bulb 

in August, just as the foliage has finally 
withered, and cut it open, you would see 
the tiny flower in there, waiting for the 
following spring to enlarge and appear 
above ground. So if you remove a daffodil’s 
foliage before it matures, you get no flower 
the following year; and if you KEEP doing 
that, you will eventually get no leaves or 
bulb, for you will simply have starved 
the plant to death. 

Laying out a naturalized 
planting is simple so long 
as you remember a cou-
ple of essential points. 
The first is that the 
human hand, left 
to its own devic-
es, instinctively 
craves symmetry. So if you take a bag of 
daffodil bulbs out into a meadow and 
start to plant, come spring, you may be 
surprised by the fact that all the bulbs are 
quite evenly spaced, one from another 
and possibly even in squares or rectangles. 
To avoid this phenomenon, gardeners 
are often advised to toss handfuls of 
bulbs up into the air and plant them 
where they land. Despite the attractive 
abandon suggested by this method, it 
has several problems: First, if your grass 
is even moderately tall, you may not find 
the bulbs you tossed. Second, a bulb is a 

living thing, which means that it can be 
hurt. (Drop an onion – another sort of 
bulb – onto a kitchen floor and then put 
it back into the bin. Soon you will have 
a rotten onion. You get the idea.) Third, 
most gardeners like to plan effects, if only 
for good culture and not just have them 
happen. Bulbs that are tossed might be too 
close together, too far apart, to satisfy the 
dream in the gardener’s mind. So do this: 
Survey a patch, toss your bulbs low to the 
ground – sort of like bowling – and then 
adjust them a little, this way and that, to 
your satisfaction. Then start planting. 

Whether you plant by thousands, or 
hundreds, or tens, it is always good to 
leave a few open, grassy spaces – “air,” as it

A Planting Plan 
should aim for 
irregular, long 
ovals, wide in 
the middle and 
tapering at the 

ends. Some drifts should be larger, 
some smaller. And if you draw a line 
down the center of your paper, most 
should cross that line at their tips, or 
occasionally, a third of their total length.

(continued on page 10)
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Connecticut
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2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

email: office@cthort.org
website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Barbara Skomorowski
CHS Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $49
Family .................................................... $69
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $44
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $64
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 of 
the Internal Revenue Service Code. Re-
production of the CHS Newsletter in 
whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2017 Al’s Landscaping & Nursery
Ballek’s Garden Center

Cricket Hill Garden
Go Organic

Hellner Lawn Works

Revay’s Gardens & Gift Shop
Snarling Chicken Landscaping

The Garden Barn
Torrison Stone & Garden

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

Thursday, October 5, noon – West Hart-
ford Garden Club presents Chris Pros-
peri, head chef and owner at Metro Bis in 
Simsbury, who will give a cooking demon-
stration and sampling.  Location: St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 679 Farmington Ave., 
West Hartford. Fee: Guest donation: $10 
for light lunch and speaker. Reservations 
required. Call (860) 561-0724 or visit  
www.westhartfordgardenclub.org for more 
info.

Friday, Oct. 6, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – First 
Annual Great Plants Symposium. Stur-
bridge Host Hotel and Conference Center, 
Sturbridge, Mass. Five dynamic lectures, great 
handouts, food and door prizes. More infor-
mation visit pyours.com/great-plants-sympo-
sium/

Monday, October 16 noon – Garden Club of 
Avon welcomes Trish Manfredi, Federated 
Garden Clubs of CT Floral Design Chair, 
presenting ‘A Glass Act: Floral Design Tech-
niques for Glass Containers.’  Arrangements 
go home with lucky winners.  Guests are wel-
come. $5 includes lunch.  Location: Church of 
St. Ann, 289 Arch Rd., Avon. For reservations, 
contact Jody Morgan: mrgnj3@aol.com.

Thursday, October 19, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – 
UConn Native Plants and Pollinators 
Conference - UConn Student Union Ball-
room (Room 330), 2100 Hillside Rd, Storrs. 
Thursday, Sept. 7, noon. Fee: $60, students 
with valid ID - $25. Register online at http://
cahnrconference.uconn.edu/ . Contact Don-
na Ellis, donna.ellis@uconn.edu or call her at 
860-486-6448.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please include the title, location, time, 
date and any fee associated with the activity. Kindly format the announcement to resemble the 
entries below and email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for Winter issue is Octoberber 16.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

October 19 CHS Bulb Sale 
As is tradition, CHS will hold its annual bulb sale before the October Speaker Meeting on 
the 19th. Come early for the best selection! Proceeds from the sale will help to offset the 
expenses for the CHS display at the 2018 Connecticut Flower and Garden Show, February 
22-25, 2018.

We promise you’ll find good values on old favorites and new bulbs to enhance your garden—
or gift to a fellow enthusiast.  The selection is enhanced this year by consult with our October 

speaker Jason Delaney who provided a list of his favorites (see page 
4). We made sure some of the varieties on Jason’s list will be available. 

Many Thanks for the generous donations of discounted bulbs from 
White Flower Farm and VanEnglens –Scheepers that make special 
values and ‘sold out’ items available to CHS members  for this sale.



26 the American Gardener 27March /  April 2017

th
is

 p
a

g
e

, c
e

n
te

r
: c

o
u

r
te

s
y

 o
f 

ja
s

o
n

 d
e

la
n

e
y

One Of the images on Jason 
Delaney’s facebook page shows 
Jason as a child, grinning in front 

of a daffodil backdrop. Come to think of it, 
many of the pictures of Delaney on face-
book show a kid with a grin and lots of daf-
fodils. Delaney is now a very youthful 40, 
but before he was knee-high to a daffodil, 
he was already crazy about these gorgeous 
spring flowers, and he still is. 

Delaney’s life and work are both braid-
ed up with daffodils. for 20 years, until last 
June, he worked at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden in St. Louis, where he was bulb 
collection specialist and the champion of 
the Samuels and heckman Bulb Gardens, 
located close to the garden’s entrance. the 
splendid spring show in these gardens, be-
ginning with little crocuses and snowdrops 
and then progressing to a breathtaking cre-
scendo of hundreds of different daffodil 
cultivars, is a tribute to his favorite flower.

even in the wide world of daffodils, 
Delaney is a hard man to miss. he not only 
knows daffodils inside and out, but is friends 
with hybridizers, growers, judges, and daffo-
dil fanatics around the globe. he has been a 
regional director of the American Daffodil 

Society (ADS), served on the organization’s 
national board of directors for two terms, 
and was chairman of the ADS’s 51st annu-
al national convention in 2005. When the 
World Daffodil Convention held its qua-
drennial meeting in St. Louis a year ago, it 
was as though Delaney had invited several 
hundred of his best friends to town.

Delaney knows plant society rules and 
conventions backwards and forwards and 
has won his share of blue ribbons exhibit-
ing at flower shows. But he’s most at home 
out in the garden, anticipating that thrill 
he still feels every year at the sight of the 
first ebullient spring daffodil.

Expanding Horizons
When you fall head over heels in love with a 
plant, it’s nice to have institutional support. 
Delaney’s supervisors at the Missouri Bo-
tanical Garden recognized his abilities right 
away and, over the course of his career, pret-
ty much gave him free rein—along with a 
budget for purchasing prodigious numbers 
of spring-flowering bulbs of all kinds. When 
Delaney arrived in the summer of 1995 as 
a horticulture intern straight out of college 
at Michigan State University, the garden’s 

daffodil fanatic  
Jason Delaney

Horticulturist  and hybridizer 

Jason Delaney has built a 

career around daffodils—and 

he wants to share his passion 

for these cheerful spring 

bloomers with everyone.

Above: Posing in front of a daffodil backdrop 
during a studio photo shoot when he was six 
years old, Jason Delaney displays the same grin 
as he does today, opposite page, in a daffodil 
field at his parents’ farm in Illinois. Top: A young 
photographer takes a shot of the daffodils in 
the Samuels and Heckman Bulb Gardens at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden, where Delaney 
spent the first 20 years of his career.

by marty ross

pHotograpHs by rob carDillo
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A Passion for Daffodils
Thursday, October 19
with Jason Delaney, Horticulture Director Bellafontaine Cemetary & Arboretum, St. Louis

Jason Delaney began breeding daffodils – and daylilies, lilies 
and crinums – in the late 1990s and will share his love of bulbs 
– especially daffodils – with us on the evening of October 19. 
For nearly twenty-one years, Jason worked at 

the Missouri Botanical Garden as North Gardens 
Supervisor and Bulb Collections Specialist and 
the champion of the Samuels and Heckman Bulb 
Gardens. The splendid spring show in these gardens, 
beginning with little crocuses and snowdrops and 
then progressing to a breathtaking crescendo of 
hundreds of different daffodil cultivars, is a tribute 
to Jason’s favorite flower.

After leaving Missouri Botanical Garden, Jason 
became the horticulture director at Bellefontaine 
Cemetery and Arboretum in St. Louis. Bellefontaine, 
which occupies 314 acres, was established in 1849 
during an era when many great landscaped, parklike 
cemeteries were created. Bellefontaine is the final rest-
ing place of notable soldiers, beer barons, fur traders, engineers, poets, 
suffragettes, rascals, politicians and athletes, among many others. It is 
also a living museum of plants and landscape design, a distinguished 
horticultural setting, with many possibilities to explore. Within a few 
years, as more daffodils are planted, Jason hopes the cemetery will 
be added to the list of American Daffodil Society display gardens.

After hours, Jason operates Professional Horticultural Services 
which specializes in residential garden design and maintenance, 

and PHS Daffodils which 
specializes in daffodil pro-
duction. Jason’s daffodil collection is situated on three acres of 

family land in Flora, IL where over 2,500 varieties 
of daffodils are grown for commercial production, 
breeding and evaluation. Collecting novel garden 
varieties and preserving historic varieties are Jason’s 
primary foci. Jason’s daffodil collection was one of 
the major tour attractions during the 2016 World  
Daffodil Convention held in St. Louis.   

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, please 
take a moment to tell us what you thought 
of the presenter. Your candid feedback helps 
us to arrange for speakers that will hold your 
interest. Take the five-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click on the survey icon 
found on any page then chose the speaker you 
want to rate.  Thank you for your feedback.

CHS Program Meeting 

Meetings are open to everyone with a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the door 
from non-members. For more information, visit www.cthort.org. 

Date: Thursday,  October 19

Time: Program starts at 7:30 p.m. but come early – 6:45 p.m. – to socialize, 
browse CHS library books, participate in raffle items, look at travel fliers or get 
your plant questions answered by our resident horticulturalist, Kevin Wilcox. 

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford 

Jason Delaney,  
photo by Eric Breed

Resources
American Daffodil Society, www.daffodilusa.org.
Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum, St. Louis, 
MO. www.bellefontainecemetery.org.
Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, MO. www.
mobot.org.

Sources
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, Gloucester,VA 
www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com.
Colorblends, Bridgeport, CT www.colorblends.com.
John Scheepers, Bantam, CT www.johnscheepers.com.
PHS Daffodils, Flora, IL www.phsdaffodils.com.
White Flower Farm, Litchfield, CT www.whiteflowerfarm.com.
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A few of Jason Delaney’s favorite daffodils

2018 Mehlquist Award Recipient – Thomas Christopher
This year’s winner of the coveted Mehlquist award is long-time CHS member Tom 
Christopher. Tom’s career in gardening really began in his mother’s garden under 
her fine tutelage. He further enhanced his knowledge at the New York Botanic 
Garden’s School of Professional Horticulture and then honed his craft as a horti-
culturist at the Olmsted Brothers designed estate on the Hudson River Palisades. 

For more than 40 years Tom has been a horticulturist, author, speaker and a strong 
advocate for ecological practices – you could say “he wrote the book.” His long rep-
ertoire of titles includes “Water-Wise Gardening: America’s Backyard Revolution”. 
Published in 1994, this book was well ahead of its time and its message resonates 
even more strongly now in this era of climate change. His latest book “Garden Rev-
olution: How Our Landscapes Can Be a Source of Environmental Change”, which 
he co-authored with Larry Weaner, is a 2017 winner of the American Horticultural 
Society’s book  awards. In addition to the many gardening books he has authored, 
Tom is a prolific garden journalist, with articles in several renowned publications 
including, the “New York Times,” “Horticulture” magazine, “House and Garden,” 
“Country Living,” “Better Homes and Garden” and “Martha Stewart Living.”   
Congratulations, Tom!   

2018 Mehlquist Award recipient  
Tom Christopher with Awards Chair Kathy Niver

Conditions across the country and even within a single state 
make it challenging to recommend top daffodils for every gar-
dener, so Jason Delaney advises checking with your local Amer-
ican Daffodil Society (ADS) club to learn the best cultivars for 
your region. Start at the ADS website (www.daffodilusa.org) and 
go to “Daffodil societies near you,” then to information for local 
clubs. With that said, Delaney has a few favorite daffodils that he 
says are adaptable, reliable and widely available. Several on his list 
are Wister Award winners, recognized by the ADS for great gar-
den performance and long-lasting blooms on tall, sturdy stems. 
Some are ADS Classic daffodils, cultivars registered between 
1940 and 1969; a few are ADS Historic cultivars, registered or 
known to have been in gardens before 1940.

‘Actea’ has white petals with a flat yellow cup edged with red. 
Registered before 1919; ADS Historic and Wister Award.

‘Barrett Browning’ has white petals and a short, ruffled 
orange cup. Registered before 1945; ADS Classic and Wister 
Award.

‘Cassata’ is a split-cupped daffodil with white petals and a 
showy cup that opens yellow and fades to white. Registered in 
1963; ADS Classic.

‘Congress’ is a split-cup daffodil with yellow petals and an 
orange cup. Registered in 1976.

‘Fortune’ has large yellow flowers and an orange cup. It 
blooms in early to mid-spring. Registered before 1917; ADS 
Historic.

‘Geranium’ produces up to six white flowers with orange cups 
on each stem. Registered before 1930; ADS Historic and Wister 
Award.

‘Golden Dawn’ has several yellow flowers with orange cups on 
each stem. Registered in 1958; ADS Classic.

‘Ice Follies’ is a big-trumpet daffodil with white petals and 
a yellow trumpet that stands tall on 26-inch stems. Registered 
before 1953; an ADS Classic and Wister Award winner.

‘Marieke’ produces large, rich-yellow trumpet flowers in 
mid-spring. Introduced in 1986. This is the best of the yellow 
trumpets in the Midwest, Delaney says.

‘Pink Charm’ has snow-white overlapping petals and a white 
cup rimmed with pink ruffles. Registered in 1977. Wister Award.

‘Stratosphere’ is a golden yellow daffodil with an orange 
cup, producing up to three flowers on each stem.  
Registered in 1968; ADS Classic and Wister Award.

‘Tahiti’ is a double daffodil; the trumpet consists  
of slightly shorter orange trumpet segments,  
whirled amid the yellow petals. Registered in 1956;  
ADS Classic and Wister Award.

‘Yellow Cheerfulness’ produces double  
yellow flowers with a bright twist of darker yellow  
segments in the center. Introduced before  
1937; ADS Historic.



Page 5 October 2017 CHS Newsletter

February 22–25, 2018
The Connecticut Convention Center • Hartford 

www.ctflowershow.com  860-844-8461 

B&P Turf Farm

Spectacular Landscape Gardens, Design & Horticulture 
Competition (Breath of Spring) by the Federated 
Garden Clubs of CT.  SEMINAR TOPICS: Native Gardens, 
Pollinators, Budget-wise Gardens, Creating Habitats for 
Birds, Perennials, Floral Design & Arranging, Fool Proof 
Roses, Organics, Composting & Many More!

37TH ANNUAL CONNECTICUT

SEMINAR SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Doug Tallamy Nancy DuBrule-
Clemente

Kerry Ann 
Mendez

Stephanie 
Cohen

Flower & GardenShow®

 Thurs. 10 am – 7 pm
 Fri. 10 am – 8 pm
 Sat. 10 am – 8 pm
 Sun. 10 am – 5 pm

Adults $18.00
Children 5-12 $5.00
Under 5 Free
Seniors $16 Thurs. & Fri. only

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

Wreath Making Workshops – Nov. 28 & 29 
Ladies Night Wreath Making – Nov. 30 

Holiday Centerpieces – Dec. 18
Heirloom Apple Grafting – Feb. 22

Conifer Grafting – Feb. 28
Magical Witch Hazels – Mar. 11

Speakers for the 2017-18 Season
September 14, 2017: 
Larry Weaner – Garden Revolution: An Easier, 
Smarter Way to Garden

October 19, 2017: 
Jason Delaney – A Passion for Daffodils

November 16, 2017: 
John Lonsdale – Woodland Treasures

January 18, 2018: 
Dawn Pettinelli – Soil, Sense and Sustainability

February 15, 2018: 
Don Leopold – Terrestrial Orchids of the Northeast

March 15, 2018: 
Eric Hsu – Lessons from Chanticleer: Plants & 
Planting Style For Your Garden’s Micro-Climates

April 19, 2018: 
Eugenia Bone – Mycophilia: All Things Mushroom

May 17, 2018: 
Louis Raymond – Title to come

June 21, 2018: 
Paul Zimmerman – Roses are Plants, Too
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High Quality at Competitive Prices. 
Open daily: Fall-9 am to 6 pm

Directions: Rt. 91 to exit #44.   
Right at end of exit. 1.7 miles down on the right.

MUMS $2.49 up: 4”, 6”, 9”, 10-inch hangers, 
 huge 12” pots. PUMPKINS, corn stalks and more!

Great  gift idea!
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CHS	NURSERY	10%	DISCOUNTS	

            Show  your membership card before transaction. Please assume discount applies to non-sale items.	

AL’S LANDSCAPING & GARDEN 
CENTER, 204 Kelsey St., Newington 
06111, (860)-667-1822, 
alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St.,  
East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 
betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 
simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 
Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 
boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS, 209 Hillstown 
Road, Manchester 06040,                     
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 
06110, (860) 561-2148, 
butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN / PEONY 
HEAVEN, 670 Walnut Hill Road, 
Thomaston 06787, (860) 283-1042, 
treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpke., 
Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 
cropleysgardencenter.com 

 

 

 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 
(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC 1244 Thompson 
Road, Thompson  06277, (860) 935-5235, 
http://goorganicllc.com/  

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpke., 
Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 
gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER, 287 
Route 5, East Windsor 06088, (860) 528-
6806, discount applies to plant material 
only, harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER, 26 
Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 
West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 
Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        
discount applies to plant material only, 
naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 
neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERYMEN, 40 Wells 
Road, Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 
obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 
179), Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
riversidenursery-ct.com 

 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, 
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681, 
scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS, 1185 
Randolph Road, Middletown 06457,  
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                
(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

TWOMBLY NURSERY, 163 Barn Hill 
Road, Monroe 06468, (203) 261-2133, 
twomblynursery.com 

WARNER NURSERY AND GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 
06070, (860) 651-0204, 
warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS, 168 
Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 WOODLAND TRAILS 
WILDFLOWER NURSERY, 32 Ashford 
Road, Ashford 06278, (860) 974-2300, 
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com 

 

Connecticut	Horticultural	Society	
2433 Main Street 

 Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
860 529-8713  

connhort@gmail.com 
 

(Updated March 2017) 

AL’S LANDSCAPING & NURSERY, 
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111,  
(860)-667-1822,  
alslandscaping.com

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St.,  
East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 
betterstones.com

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 
simsburygarden.com

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow 
St., Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 
boscosgardencenter.com

BOTTICELLO FARMS,  
209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040,                     
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West 
Hartford 06110, (860) 561-2148, 
butlerflorestandgarden.com

CRICKET HILL GARDEN 
670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787, 
(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER 
& LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston 
Tpke., Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 
cropleysgardencenter.com

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 
(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com

GO ORGANIC LLC 1244 Thompson 
Road, Thompson 06277, (860) 935-5235, 
http://goorganicllc.com/ 

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury 
Tpke., Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 
gottasfarm.com

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER,  
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088,  
(860) 528-6806, discount applies to  
plant material only, 
harkenslandscapesupply.com

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER, 
26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 
West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
moscarillos.com

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 
Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        
discount applies to plant material only, 
naturework.com

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail 
order neseed.com 

O’BRIEN NURSERYMEN, 40 Wells 
Road, Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 
obrienhosta.com

RIVERSIDE NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTER, 56 River Road 
(Rte. 179), Collinsville 06022,  
(860) 693-2285, discount applies to plant 
material only, riversidenursery-ct.com

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & 
NURSERY, 1838 New London Tpke., 
Glastonbury 06033, (860) 633-8681, 
scottsorchardandnursery.com

STONE POST GARDENS,  
1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457,  
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                
(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com

TWOMBLY NURSERY, 163 Barn Hill 
Road, Monroe 06468, (203) 261-2133, 
twomblynursery.com

VARIEGATED FOLIAGE NURSERY, 
245 Westford Road, Eastford 06242,  
(860) 974-3951, variegatedfoliage.com

WARNER NURSERY AND GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 
06070, (860) 651-0204,  
warnernursery.com

WOODLAND GARDENS,  
168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      
(860) 643-8474,  
woodlandgardens-ct.com

WOODLAND TRAILS 
WILDFLOWER NURSERY,  
32 Ashford Road, Ashford 06278,  
(860) 974-2300, 
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com

CHS	NURSERY	10%	DISCOUNTS	

            Show  your membership card before transaction. Please assume discount applies to non-sale items.	

AL’S LANDSCAPING & GARDEN 
CENTER, 204 Kelsey St., Newington 
06111, (860)-667-1822, 
alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St.,  
East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 
betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 
simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 
Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 
boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS, 209 Hillstown 
Road, Manchester 06040,                     
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 
06110, (860) 561-2148, 
butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN / PEONY 
HEAVEN, 670 Walnut Hill Road, 
Thomaston 06787, (860) 283-1042, 
treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpke., 
Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 
cropleysgardencenter.com 

 

 

 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 
(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC 1244 Thompson 
Road, Thompson  06277, (860) 935-5235, 
http://goorganicllc.com/  

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpke., 
Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 
gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER, 287 
Route 5, East Windsor 06088, (860) 528-
6806, discount applies to plant material 
only, harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER, 26 
Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 
West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 
Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        
discount applies to plant material only, 
naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 
neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERYMEN, 40 Wells 
Road, Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 
obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 
179), Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
riversidenursery-ct.com 

 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, 
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681, 
scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS, 1185 
Randolph Road, Middletown 06457,  
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                
(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

TWOMBLY NURSERY, 163 Barn Hill 
Road, Monroe 06468, (203) 261-2133, 
twomblynursery.com 

WARNER NURSERY AND GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 
06070, (860) 651-0204, 
warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS, 168 
Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 WOODLAND TRAILS 
WILDFLOWER NURSERY, 32 Ashford 
Road, Ashford 06278, (860) 974-2300, 
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com 

 

Connecticut	Horticultural	Society	
2433 Main Street 

 Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
860 529-8713  

connhort@gmail.com 
 

(Updated March 2017) (Updated May 2017)
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Late summer may be a popular time to 
mow fields and meadows, but because 
many pollinator populations are shrink-
ing to the point of extinction, it’s import-
ant to be “slow to mow” and wait to until 
after the first frost to mow fields, mead-
ows and roadsides.

Pollinators – in-
cluding bees, 
humming birds, 
butterflies, drag-
onflies, moths, 
beetles, flies and 
wasps – are dying 

off in alarming numbers in Connecticut 
and around the world because of habitat 
loss, pesticides, climate change, and ex-
posure to pathogens and viruses. A 2016 
United Nations report concludes that 
about 40 percent of invertebrate pollina-
tor species (such as bees and butterflies) 
are facing extinction. That’s bad news for 
humans, because pollinators are essential 
to agriculture. Roughly 75% of all our 
human food crops rely on pollinators to 
produce their full yield, and roughly 87% 
of flowering plants in natural systems rely 
on pollinators. 

Connecticut took a step toward pro-
tecting pollinators with 2016 legislation 
that addressed creating model pollinator 
habitat. But it didn’t address the equal-
ly important topic of best practices for 
mowing. Fields and meadows, with their 
goldenrod, milkweed, wild bee balm, 
and other plants, support pollinators 
well into fall, so it’s important to wait 

until at least the first hard frost to mow. 
In the northeast, that usually means af-
ter October 1.  Unfortunately, fields and 
roadsides across Connecticut continue 
to be mowed down too soon, like those 
at the MDC properties that repeatedly 
get mowed down in summer (see photos 
below). 

Mowing Practices  
to Help Pollinators

Habitat is everything for pollinators, so 
the timing of mowing is critical.

• In general, the best practice for polli-
nators is to mow after the first frost in 
the fall, or before plant growth begins 
in late winter or early spring. For the 
northeast, the best time to mow fields 
and flowering meadows is after Octo-
ber 1 and before May 1. 

• Better yet, mow a path or only one-
third to one-half the habitat each time, 
and on a rotational schedule.

• Mow roadside vegetation as little as 
possible. 

• Do not mow more than twice a grow-
ing season. 

• Fields and meadows of five acres or 
more are prime areas for pollinator 
conservation, but preserving habitat in 
collections of smaller fields near each 
other is helpful to pollinators too. 

Governments, businesses and other own-
ers of these prime acreage areas should 
wait to mow until after October 1.

Got Fields? Be “Slow to Mow”
Wait Until After October 1 to Mow Fields and Meadows to Protect Pollinator Habitat

By Kelly Kennedy 

Freshly mowed fields may be pleasing to 
the eye (top), but this is what they used 
to look like (above). Mowing before 
October and after May, when flowering 
plants are in bloom, is causing die-off 
of bees, butterflies, and other essential 
pollinators by destroying their habitat

South Windsor’s Wapping Park pre-
serves pollinator habitat by mowing only 
a walking path

For more information:  
Mowing for Monarchs from the Monarch Joint Venture project; CT Agricultur-
al Experiment Station, Pollinator Information at http://bit.ly/2bybGFR; Polli-
nators in Connecticut:  Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, at  
http://bit.ly/2bycJ8U; Managing Habitat for Pollinators from the USDA; Pollinators 
and Roadsides: Best Management Practices for Managers and Decision Makers from 
the Federal Highway Administration; Connecticut Public Act 16-17, An Act Con-
cerning Pollinator Health, at http://bit.ly/2bychrk.
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Ask Anita! 
Mrs. Anita Ballek

Dear Anita, 
I’m beginning to bring in houseplants that have been outdoors 
over the summer. What should I do to assure they are insect-free 
before returning them to the house? Thanks for your sage advice!

Nancy
Dear Nancy, 
Your first strategy is surveillance. Carefully examine them. Pull out 
leaves from dense centers, checking for insects, feeling for sticky 
sugar-syrup that nymphs leave behind as they feed.
 Bringing plants into your house where the light is diminished, 
the temperature stays the same, where the dew doesn’t fall and the 
wind doesn’t blow-is stressful!
 When insects and diseases are in the picture they take advan-
tage of these stressed plants. Larger plants can be laid down outside 
and sprayed with water, penetrating into the dense centers (trying 
not to overly saturate the root ball). This dislodges scale, mealy 

bugs, and mites. Then spray with diluted rubbing alcohol at a 25% 
dilution rate. Roll the plant around 2 or 3 times to make sure every 
inner hiding place is covered. Stand it up and repeat in one week. 
Then spray with horticultural oil (or neem oil) penetrating under 
leaves and into crevices. 
 This method may be too harsh for herbs, soft leaved or hairy 
leaved plants. (i.e. rosemary, African violets, some ferns). Succu-
lents are burned by oils (but that’s another topic).
 Even healthy plants need help coming in. If they are in full sun 
outside, pull them to the north side of your house or under a porch 
for 2 weeks; a gradual change of light. When they come in turn on 
a fan, mist frequently, and group them together in an East, South, 
or West window where they will help each other.
 Each plant has individual desires. I wish that one strategy would 
work for all plants, but it doesn’t. Imagine that you are in each pot. 
Where did I come from? A desert? A savannah? A rainforest? Give 
me some of “that” and I will try to adapt and be happy! Good luck!

                                                     — Anita Ballek

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
Please send questions to news@CTHort.org with 
a subject line of ‘Ask Anita.’ Thanks!

The Connecticut DOT has recently issued three important policies 
which address pollinator habitat along roadsides. Those policies in-
clude reduced mowing, plant replacement plots, and establishment of 
native plants at new construction sites.

Along highways in Connecticut, medians which are 60' or wider 
will be cut only 15' along the roadside and will be cut only once or 
twice during the season. Spot treatment of herbicides will be used for 
invasives only as needed. In general, mowing will be reduced to one 
major cut at the end of the season.

Plant replacement plots are being developed to create additional 
pollinator habitat areas. Each of the four DOT districts will have two 
plots, one naturalized and one planted. In District 4 there is one nat-
uralized plot (over an acre at Exit 10, westbound shoulder, Newtown) 
and one planted plot (Torrington, Route 8, Exit 46 center median.)

At new transportation sites DOT will prioritize with native plants 
which are beneficial to native insects and other forms of wildlife.

Already there are visible signs that these changes are making an im-
pact. Driving along I-84 one can see the emergence of wildflowers such 
as crown vetch, flea bane, birdfoot trefoil and daisies. Reduced mowing 
(which one would assume reduced cost benefits as well), has allowed 
Nature to rebound to a more natural state which is certainly pleasing to 
the human eye as well as to the eye of the pollinator.

With 10,000 miles of state highways these linear corridors of im-
proved habitat could make a significant difference for our bees, insects, 

birds and other wildlife. Roadside lands provide shelter, food and 
breeding opportunities for many species, representing one of the most 
widespread networks of linear habitats on earth. They are corridors for 
species distribution because they connect fragmented existing land-
scape patches. DOT’s efforts to improve and create more pollinator 
habitat is a positive example of what can be done to align our cultural 
practices with what we know makes environmental sense.

We need to celebrate these changes 
and encourage state agencies to continue 
this shift in thinking. We need also to shift 
local and personal paradigms to a more 
natural way of doing things. Let’s take a 
cue from the State and institute measures 
in our own yards and communities which 
recognize that we are part of an ecosystem 
that needs thoughtful care. Understanding 
the importance of pollinators and their 
difficulties may well be the tipping point 
to better stewardship of our land.

Mary Gaudet-Wilson
12 Whippoorwill Hill Road
Newtown, CT 06470 
Garden Club of Newtown

Beneficial DOT Changes for Pollinators
Article from Mary Gaudet-Wilson, reprinted with permission
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“Planting Bulbs”, from page 1      

were – between colonies of bulbs. Your 
impulse may be to have a solid sheet of 
color and natural meadows may present 
this picture, but most natural meadows are 
in fact a patchwork, richly flowered where 
the soil was good, not so much where poor. 
Also, after symmetry, we crave contrast. So 
pools of daffodils interlocked with pools 
of vernal grass will usually seem more 
satisfying than daffodils alone. 

To Mix or Not to Mix…
Gardeners differ on whether several 
(or many) daffodil varieties should be 
tumbled together and then planted, or 
whether separate varieties should be 
planted singly, in interrelated groups. 
There are valid arguments on both sides. 
A general mix is often cheaper, and for 
many gardeners, also, variety is truly the 
spice of gardening. They find it nice to 
have a riot of different things in bloom 
and also nice to survey the crowd and 
pick out an especially pretty face. Other 
gardeners – and I am one of them – like to 
select what they plant, identify varieties in 
bloom, and keep records for the future of 
those that have done particularly well or 
are particularly pleasing. Many gardeners 
are unsettled also by the fact that mixes 
contain daffodils that bloom early-, mid- 
and late-season, so that some reach peak 
bloom just as others have gone off, spoil-
ing the general effect. They will therefore 
choose to plant single varieties in drifts, 
as if one naturally occurring form after 
another seeded into uniform colonies. A 
map identifying varieties can then be made 
for future reference, which is comforting, 
come bulb-ordering time. 

Best Daffodils for Naturalizing
Though most daffodils will settle down 
into rough grass or meadow and reappear 
yearly, certain sturdy old reliables are 
considered best for naturalizing. These are 
among the most stalwart. 

▶ Februar y Gold: Medium height.  
Intense, dandelion-yellow flowers.  

Early, as its name suggests.

▶ Ice Follies: Medium height, flat-faced, 
opening primrose-yellow and fading to 
white. Early- to mid-season. 

▶ Golden Harvest: Just what its name 
implies. Vivid yellow, mid-season, first 
choice for Wordsworth’s “host of gold-
en daffodils.” 

▶ Mount Hood: An elegant, long-trum-
peted white, actually the color of fine 
pearls. Mid-season. 

▶ Binkie: Medium height, mid-season, 
with a hint of mango in the cup, against 
a frill of cream-colored petals. Hard to 
get, but worth it.

▶ Empress of Ireland: A joke on Queen 
Victoria, who, for obvious political 
reasons, was never allowed to assume 
that title. Tall, elegant, ivory white, large 
flowered, mid- to late-season.

▶ Mrs. R.O. Backhouse: Sometimes 
wrongly offered as ‘Mrs. R.O. Pack-
house’. A clear, light-apricot cup, proba-
bly the sturdiest of the “pink” daffodils. 
But late season and so best planted a 
little apart and not among early- or 
mid-season varieties. – W.W.

Replenishing Your Plantings
Say you have a long drive up to your house, 
or a sizable meadow above or below it, or a 
stretch along the public road, in which you 
want to add daffodils, in hundreds or even 
thousands (eventually), over a number of 
years. The question then is, how can you 
know, come bulb-planting time in au-
tumn, where last autumn’s planting – and 
last spring’s display – stopped? 

The first answer to that question is, 
don’t wait until autumn. Spring-flowering 
bulbs, though usually planted from

September to early November, can just 
as easily be planted while in growth, at any 
time after their flowers wither and before 
the foliage turns yellow. This is called 
planting “in the green.” So if you have a 
clump of overgrown daffodils, possibly of a 
treasured heirloom variety, take it up while 
the foliage is vigorous, split it apart and 
plant it among existing daffodils, wherever 
the show is thin. Do this every year, for the 
daffodil show is an ongoing event. 

Second, if you prefer to order new va-
rieties of daffodils to increase your display, 
then also order a few dozen grape hya-
cinths. They are gentle, little blue things, 
blooming mid-spring, but among bulbs 
they have the distinction of producing 
their foliage in the autumn, at just about 
the time daffodils are usually planted. So 
if you put them in a ragged line at the end 
of where you planted last September, their 
foliage will tell you where to start up, come 
next year. They are very pretty in spring, 
also, but that’s extra.

To read the entire article, click here to 
visit: www.whiteflowerfarm.com and 
go to the ‘Articles & Tips’ section.

Wayne Winterrowd (October 29, 
1941 – September 17, 2010) originally 
published this article in 2002. Wayne 
was an American gardening expert 
and designer who wrote extensively. 
His 7-acre Vermont garden became 
a tourist attraction, and has drawn 
visitors from around the world. 

Spring Pairings of daffodils and 
fruit trees (or most any spring-flow-
ering tree) can provide striking  com-
positions depending on your choice 
of colors.
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Wednesday, November 1, 2017 Matinee 

CHS Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

2018 PhiladelPhia Flower Show 
Wonders of Water

Sunday & Monday, March 4-5, 2018

2017 Holidays  
at The Mount Washington Resort

Saturday & Sunday, December 2-3, 2017 

The Philadelphia Flower Show is America’s largest horticultural event that attracts 250,000 guests each year. Don’t go 
it alone, instead hop on the CHS trip on Sunday-Monday, March 4 & 5, 2018. You’ll enjoy  acres of gardens, thousands 
of displays, interactive exhibits and more than 180 shops in the Marketplace. 

The trip begins on Sunday with a visit to the BRAND NEW MUSEUM OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION. Explore the dynamic story of the American Revo-
lution through their expansive collections of Revolutionary-era weapons, personal 
items, documents, and works of art. Immersive galleries, theater experiences, and rec-
reated historical moments help to bring the events of our nation’s founding to life. 

Once we check into our hotel located in the heart of downtown – the HOLIDAY 
INN EXPRESS MIDTOWN – we’ll enjoy our SUNDAY DINNER at a local favor-
ite, Spasso Italian Grill.

On day two we’re off to the fabulous PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW. This 
year’s theme of WONDERS OF WATER will explore the extraordinary, essential and 
life-giving beauty of water in the world. Expect a show that showcases the different 
way water is used, both for gardening and for amusement. Conservation and sustain-
ability will also be big messages in the show.

Fee: $349 per member (double) or  
$429 per member (single).  
Add $50 per person if not a CHS member.  



Connecticut Horticultural Society
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Rocky Hill, CT  06067

      CHS Calendar at a Glance
Thurs., Oct. 5 –  CHS Board of Directors 

 meeting, 7:00 p.m., 
  Rocky Hill Office

Mon., Oct. 16 – November Newsletter  
 content deadline

Thurs., Oct. 19 –  CHS Bulb Sale, 7:00 
 CHS Program meeting,  
 7:30 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 3 – CHS Symposium  
 Striking a Balance,  
 Mark Twain House  
 Hartford

“Many hands make light the work”
aka Flower Show Help Needed!

By Nancy Brennick, Flower Show Committee
October 19 will kick off the first of many opportunities to help 
ensure CHS is a vital part of the 2018 Flower & Garden Show 
that will take place on February 22-25 in Hartford. 

• CHS Annual Bulb Sale on Oct 19 – When you buy 
Galanthus, Narcissisus, Crocus and more at CHS Annual 
Bulb Sale, the proceeds will help offset expenses for the CHS 
display.  You’ll find good values on old favorites and new bulbs 
to enhance your garden—or gift to a fellow enthusiast.  The 
selection is enhanced this year by consult with October speaker 
Jason Delaney who provided a list of his favorites. We made 
sure some of those will be available!

Many Thanks for the generous donations of discounted bulbs 
from White Flower Farm and VanEnglens –Scheepers that make 
special values and ‘sold out’ items available to CHS members for 
this sale.

• Flower Show Committee – Join a fun group who ultimately 
craft the set-up of the CHS display outside the speaker rooms 
at the show.  A couple of hours here and there really help. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 17 from 4-6 pm.

Volunteers are needed to:
— Set-up & help at the Bulb Sale on October 19
— Sign-up CHS Ambassadors who introduce speakers  

 at the show
— Collate handouts & membership materials for the show
— Set up our display tables and break them down post-show

… these are just a few jobs that could use your help!  
To volunteer and / or join the Committee, call Nancy Brennick  
at 860-529-8713 or email us at chs.flowershow@gmail.com.

There will be regular meetings held to prepare. 
Watch for dates and times on the CHS calendar at cthort.org.


