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A Flowering Lawn
By Thomas Christopher, 

former CHS Board member and CHS member since 1990.
Thomas Christopher consults on sustainable lawns and landscapes and is the 
co-author with Larry Weaner of “Garden Revolution”, a guide to ecological 

gardening that will be published by Timber Press in May of 2016.

What I like best about my 
fine-fescue front lawn varies 
with the season.  In sum-

mertime I value the fact that it’s so 
slow growing that it requires only 3-4 
mowings.  I sit in the shade while my 
neighbors walk or drive around in cir-
cles, continually shortening their blue-
grass lawns.  In early spring, though, 
what I value about my fine fescue lawn 
is the great opportunity it presents for 
perennializing crocuses, snowdrops and 
other early bulbs.

What is a fine fescue lawn?  It’s a 
lawn composed of equal parts hard 
fescue (Festuca longifolia), Chewings 
fescue (Festuca rubra subp. commutata) 
and creeping red fescue (Festuca Rubra 
var. rubra). I mix my own seed – you can 
get everything you need at the Chas. C. 
Hart Seed Company in Wethersfield.  I 
maximize genetic diversity by including 
a couple of cultivars of each type of 
fescue and I also include clover seed 
to provide a natural source of fertility.  
If you prefer not to fuss, however, you 
can get a similar seed blend from Prairie 

Nursery in Westfield, Wisconsin (they 
market their blend as “No-Mow Lawn”) 
or from Wildflower Farm in Coldwater, 
Ontario, Canada (they market their 
blend as “Eco-Turf ”).

There are a number of advantages to 
such a lawn.  The fine fescues perform 
very well on poor soils and so need 
less fertilization than a bluegrass lawn, 
especially if you include clover.  They 
also withstand drought well (they don’t 
perform well on damp soils) and so 
preserve a good appearance through the 
summer without irrigation.  They flour-
ish in the shade yet tolerate full sun, 
and though they are slow to establish 
themselves (weed control is essential 
through the first spring after planting) 
they are remarkably weed-resistant, 
once established.

The feature I value most in spring-
time is the compatibility of such a lawn 
with early spring bulbs.  I have tried 
interplanting such bulbs with other 
turf grasses but found that the bulbs 
did not perform as true perennials be-
cause the need for early spring mowing 
removed the bulbs’ foliage before it had 
a chance to mature.  As a result, the 
bulbs dwindled over a period of a cou-
ple of years and eventually disappeared.  
By contrast, I don’t need to mow my 
slow-growing fescues until mid- or 
late-May, and then I mow them high, 
at 3-4 inches, so that I hardly touch the 
bulbs’ leaves which are, by then, going 
dormant anyway.  

Crocuses and snowdrops blooming in fescue lawn

(continued on page 9)

Installing a fine fescue lawn 

This is a project for late 
summer or early fal l , 
because perennial turf grass 

seed sown in springtime rarely 
performs satisfactorily and is usually 
overwhelmed by weeds.  If you have 
a bare area that needs seeding now, 
plant it with annual ryegrass seed – 
this fast-growing, robust grass will 
cover the bare earth quickly and 
help to keep out weeds until the 
season is right for replanting with 
a more permanent, perennial turf.  
Areas of turf that are merely thin 
can be seeded with white clover 
seed, as it grows quickly in spring 
and will also help ward off weed 
invasion.
 To prepare an area of lawn for 
replanting you must kill the existing 
grass by mid- to late-August.  There 
are a couple of ways to achieve this.  
If you are planning to replant a 
small area, you can kill the existing 
turf by means of solarization – 
water the area and then cover it 
with a clear plastic sheet for 3 to 
5 weeks starting in mid-July (for a 
fuller explanation of this technique, 
see http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74145.
html).  If you have a larger area or 
don’t want to invest all the labor 
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Time to Get Out There and 
Dig, Divide and Donate!

By Co-Chairs Trish Lyons and Leslie Shields

We need your divided perennials, excess houseplants, extra over-wintered 
tenderlings and whatever you can spare to have a successful Spring 

Plant Sale & Auction. Your donations (large and small, many or few, rare or 
not) help us fund CHS scholarships for UConn and NVCC horticulture and 
plant science students. 

Need more information or help getting your plants to us? Contact the 
Plant Sale & Auction Committee at cthortauction@gmail.com or call the 
CHS office at (860) 529-8713. 

Spring Plant Sale & Auction
Friday, April 29, 2016

*** Free Admission***

Bethany Covenant Church
785 Mill Street (Rt 372)

Berlin, CT 06037

 4:30 p.m. – Volunteers arrive
 5:00 p.m. – Doors open for donations
 6:30 p.m. – Table plant viewing
 7:00 p.m. – Plant sale followed by live auction

Take advantage of bargain prices in our sale or bid to win collectible new 
introductions from our nursery supporters and rare plant divisions from our 
members’ gardens. 

Auctioneers this year include:
- Nancy DuBrule and Kassandra Moss from Natureworks in Northford
- Chris Koppel and Adam Wheeler from Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden
- Our very own Mary Anne Gryboski and Judy King

Remember:
Pot: Do it early, resist the urge to make small divisions, include a label with the 
plant’s common and botanical names (if possible), and its cultural preferences. 
Write up a plant list with your name and address so we can provide a receipt 
for tax purposes. 
Ask: Call on local nurseries, fellow gardeners and garden centers for their 
tax-deductible plant donations. Bring along the donation letter and auction 
flyer located on our website – cthort.org. Please provide us with a list of the 
donated plants and the donor’s name and address so we can acknowledge them. 
Help: As always, we need volunteers for all sorts of things. Please help to get the word 
out by posting our auction flyer at nurseries, grocery stores, libraries, etc. Flyers are 
available online at cthort.org or can be picked up at the CHS office in Rocky Hill.
Enjoy: Have fun and support a great cause!

NEW 

Location!!!
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CHS Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org. 
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2016 
Time: Program starts 7:30 p.m. 
Come early – 6:45 p.m. – to 
socialize, browse CHS library 
books, participate in raffle items, 
see travel fliers, ask questions. 
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford 

Attracting Beneficial Bugs to Your Garden 
April 21st Speaker – Jessica Walliser   

Jessica Walliser co-hosts The Organic 
Gardeners, an award-winning program 
on KDKA Radio in Pittsburgh, Penn. 
She is a former contributing editor for 
Organic Gardening magazine and a 
regular contributor to Fine Gardening, 
Urban Farm, and Hobby Farms maga-
zines. Jessica also serves on the Editorial 
Advisory Board of The American Horti-
cultural Society.

Her two weekly gardening columns 
for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review have 
been enjoyed by readers for over nine 
years. Jessica’s fourth book, “Attracting 
Beneficial Bugs to the Garden: A Natural 
Approach to Pest Control,” was awarded 
the American Horticultural Society’s 
2014 Book Award. It was also named 
one of the Top 12 Gardening Books 
by Martha Stewart Living magazine in 
March of 2015. 

The former owner of a 25-acre or-
ganic market farm, Jessica received her 
degree in ornamental horticulture from 
The Pennsylvania State University. She’s 

Jessica Walliser
taught a diverse array of gardening topics 
for over 20 years and is a former faculty 
member of Phipps Conservatory and 
Botanical Gardens.

She is author of the Amazon best-sell-
er “Good Bug, Bad Bug: Who’s Who, 
What They Do, and How to Manage 
Them Organically” and blogs weekly 
for both SavvyGardening.com and          
HobbyFarms.com.

Jessica lives and gardens northwest 
of Pittsburgh with her husband and son, 
seven chickens, two hermit crabs, and 
billions and billions of very good bugs.
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please include the title, location, time, date and any fee associated with the activity. 

Kindly format the announcement to resemble the entries below and email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for May issue is April 15.

April 2, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. – Wind-
sor African Violet Society’s Annual 
Judged Show and Sale takes place at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 311 Broad St., 
Windsor. Creative designs using African 
violets, along with a variety of other 
gesneriads will be on display along with 
free information on how to cultivate 
and propagate African violets. Plants 
from Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses will be 
for sale, as well as cut and rooted leaves. 
Free admission. For more information, 
visit: http://windsorafricanviolets.org or 
call (860) 242-0162.

April 2, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. & April 
3, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. – CT Cactus and 
Succulent Society 33rd Annual Show 
and Sale: Naugatuck Valley Community 
College, 750 Chase Parkway, Waterbury 
(Exit 18 off  I-84) west entrance. Juried 
show, auction, vendors and book sale. 
Free admission to show and sale.

April 9, 1-4 p.m. – Butternut Gar-
dens in Southport, presents a workshop 
by flower farmer and garden speaker, 
Evelyn Lee, on Perennials for easy 
maintenance gardening. Learn to create 
a succession of color and a garden rich 
in textures and tones by adding relative-
ly low maintenance perennials to your 
landscape or creating a perennial border. 
Fee: $49. Visit www.butternutgardens.
com to register.

April 14, noon – West Hartford Gar-
den Club Meeting – Speaker, Rosemary 
Aldridge, presents Hardscape Design. 
Rosemary is a hardscape designer who is 
part of a team that tends the annual, pe-

rennial, vegetable and herb gardens at the 
Pond House. She will speak about walls, 
arbors, containers and garden designs at 
the Westminister Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard, West Hartford. Fee: 
Guest donation – $10 for light lunch and 
speaker. Reservations required – (860) 
561-0724. Visit    
www.westhartfordgardenclub.org for 
more info.

April 14, 3-5 p.m. – Pruning: An 
Introduction to Why, How and When 
– by Dr. Sharon Douglas, Plant Pathol-
ogist, Dept. of Plant Pathology and 
Ecology.  Discussion focuses on the 
whys and hows of pruning along with 
proper timing and equipment. Pruning 
techniques will be demonstrated. Loca-
tion: Jones Auditorium, Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station, 123 
Huntington St., New Haven. Please 
visit www.AgStationFriends.org for 
additional information.  Workshops are 
free and all are welcome but registration 
is required. Email rsvp@agstationfriends.
org , with the title of the program as the 
subject, to reserve your spot. 

April 20, 10-11:30 a.m. – Nationally 
known lifestyle icon Carolyne Roehm 
will speak about her new book, “At 
Home in the Garden,” at a program be-
nefiting Elizabeth Park Conservancy. The 
lecture will take place at the Pond House 
Café, 1555 Asylum Ave., West Hartford, 
located on the grounds of the historic Eli-
zabeth Park gardens.  The lecture will be 
followed by a book signing. Fee: lecture 
$25; book $55. To reserve your seat, visit 

www.pondhousecafe.com/events/category/
all/ or call (860) 231-9443, ext. 101.

April 21, 7-9 p.m. – Experiment 
Station Associates Annual Meeting. Dr. 
Kimberly Stoner will discuss Pollinators 
and Debra Devries Dalton, ASLA, will 
talk about designing landscapes for Pol-
linators. Location: Jones Auditorium, 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station, 123 Huntington St., New Ha-
ven. Please visit www.AgStationFriends.
org for additional information.  These 
workshops are free and all are welcome 
but registration is required.  Email rsvp@
agstationfriends.org , with the title of 
the program as the subject, to reserve 
your spot. 

April 27, 6-9 p.m. & April 30, 1-4 
p.m. – Butternut Gardens in Southport, 
presents a workshop by flower farmer and 
garden speaker, Evelyn Lee, on Garden-
ing for beginners. Give your gardens 
and landscape plantings the best start 
possible by becoming a knowledgeable 
gardener. Workshop covers the basics. 
Fee: $49. Visit www.butternutgardens.
com to register.

April 29, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. & April 
30, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. – Southwest Con-
servation District (SWCD) holds its 
Annual Plant Sale at Lockwood Farm 
(Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station) on Kenwood Ave in Hamden. 
Visit www.conservect.org/southwest for 
order form, pictures and plant descrip-
tions. Featured plants are variegated, 
fragrant, compact and/or suitable for 
wildlife, birds and butterflies.

Event Planners Needed – Please Help! 
The 2016–17 season will mark the 130th Anniversary of the Connecticut Horticultural Society and cause for celebration. 
Please consider taking part in the planning of the commemorative festivities. The season will include exceptional speakers 
and festive events to mark this milestone. 
To join the 130th Anniversary Committee, contact Bonnie Penders at the CHS Office via email: connhort@gmail.com, 
subject line “130th Anniversary Celebration.” 
We can’t do this without you…thanks for helping out.
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 Hellebores come in a wide range of 
colors and details. The flowers can bow 
or face outward and are actually made of 
sepals – not petals. In addition, there are 
hellebores with beautiful picotee edges (a 
different color than the rest of the flower) 
or veining to adorn the outside of the 

Hellebore’s Winter Blooms are Sure to Cheer

Few plants can match the delight 
that a late-winter blooming helle-
bore can bring. You’ve got to ad-

mire these tough plants for their tenacity 
to push through winter’s frost and snow 
in search of the sun’s warmth to grace 
your garden with striking blooms even 
before the snow has melted. What’s more, 
these tough evergreen perennials are low 
maintenance, long blooming and can 
even tolerate dry shade. 
 The most popular and easiest to grow 
are the Oriental hybrid hellebores (Helle-
borus x hybridus cvs., USDA Hardiness 
Zones 6–9). Their common name is 
Lenten rose because they bloom around 
the beginning of Lent. 

Yellow hellebore from awaytogarden.com

bloom. Inside, they can have spotting or 
a dark center that draws your eye into the 
flower.
 Wide variations extend to the shape 
of the flowers as well. In addition to 
single, double, and star-shaped flowers, 
hellebores can have an anemone-flow-
ered form, which looks like something 
between a single and a double.
 When purchasing a hellebore, the 
best way to ensure you are getting what 
you want is to buy it in bloom. Look for 
colors that are unmuddied by too much 
green in the flower—unless they are green 
by design. If the flower is a picotee, veined 
or spotted, the markings should be uni-
formly distributed throughout the flower.

Pronunciation: hel-eh-bor’us 
Common names – Helebore, Lenten Rose, Christmas Rose
Zones – Hardy in Zones 6 to 9.
Exposure – Tolerate almost full sun to almost full shade 
but prefer partial shade. Dense shade may reduce flower 
production.
Soil – Enjoy slightly neutral to acidic soils. Don’t plant in a 
spot that’s too wet as this encourages rot.
Planting depth – Crown should be just covered by the soil. 
Planting hellebores too deeply inhibits flower production.
Pests – Resistant to both deer and voles. Watch for slug or 
snail damage, and control with baits or diatomaceous earth.
Propogation/Transplanting – Plants may be slow to settle 
in but once they do, they rarely need division and may resent 
it. You may want to discourage self-sowing. Seedlings are not 
true to parent type. Although division isn’t necessary, it is the 
best method for creating an exact duplicate of a particular 
plant. In spring or late summer, simply pull the crown apart 
with your hands. Keep the plants sufficiently watered after 
transplanting.

Calendar of Care:
Early Spring: Apply a light application of balanced or 
slow-release fertilizer or side-dress with compost and organic 
amendments when new growth appears. H. niger may benefit 
from a side-dressing of Epsom salts or dolomitic lime. Prune 
back old foliage to make room for new growth. Transplant, 
if desired.
Mid-Spring: Water well if unseasonably dry as plants prefer 
evenly moist soil.

Helleborus 

Late Spring: Watch for slug or snail damage and control, 
if necessary. Remove old flower stems as they decline, and 
deadhead if seedlings are not desired.
Summer: Pull out unwanted new seedlings as hybrids may 
not come true from seed; move desirable species seedlings to 
permanent locations. Groom plants by removing yellow or 
dead leaves.
Fall: Add lime to acid soil for H. x hybridus if a soil test shows 
a pH under 7.0. Do not prune back for winter; wait until 
early spring.
Information for this article was gathered from:
www.finegardening.com/hellebores-cure-late-winter-blues#ixzz42vSNMaUI
www.whiteflowerfarm.com/how-to-grow-hellebores
http://awaytogarden.com/here-finally-come-the-hellebores/ 

Double hellebore with veining from finegardening.com
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CHS Nursery 10% Discounts
            Show  your membership card before transaction. Please assume discount applies to non-sale items.

Al’s Landscaping & Garden Center   
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111 
(860) 667-1822, alslandscaping.com

Better Stones 
200 Tolland St., East Hartford 06108 
(860) 289-1414, betterstones.com

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet 
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10)  
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555 
simsburygarden.com

Bosco’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1376 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury 06070 
(860) 658-2428, boscosgardencenter.com

Botticello Farms 
209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040 
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net

Broken Arrow Nursery 
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center 
416 Park Road, West Hartford 06110 
(860) 561-2148, butlerflorestandgarden.com

Cricket Hill Garden / Peony Heaven 
670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com

Cropley’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1262 Boston Tpke., Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364, cropleysgardencenter.com

Edmondson’s Farm Gift Shop & Florist 
Route 44, Coventry 06238, (860) 742-6124 
edmundsonsfarm.com

Go Organic LLC 
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson  06277 
(860) 935-5235 
http://goorganicllc.com 

Gotta’s Farm 
661 Glastonbury Tpke., Portland 06480 
(860) 342-1844, gottasfarm.com

Harken’s Garden Center 
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806, discount on plants only 
harkenslandscapesupply.com

Hop River Nursery  
251 Hop River Road (Rte. 6) 
Bolton 06043, (860) 645-9999 
hoprivernursery.com

Larson’s Garden Center 
26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013 
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com
Moscarillo’s 
2600 Albany Ave., West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487, 10% on plant material 
only, moscarillos.com
Natureworks 
518 Forest Road, Northford 06472 
(203) 484-2748, naturework.com
NE Seed 
10% CHS members:  
Mail order neseed.com 
O’Brien Nurserymen 
40 Wells Road, Granby 06035 
(860) 653-0163, obrienhosta.com
Riverside Nursery & Garden Center 
56 River Road (Rte. 179), Collinsville 
06022, (860) 693-2285, discount applies to 
plant material only, riversidenursery-ct.com
Scott’s Orchard & Nursery 
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681 
scottsorchardandnursery.com

Stone Post Gardens 
1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457 
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com
The Garden Barn Nursery & 
Landscaping 
228 West St., Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291, discount on non-sale plant 
materials only, gardenbarn.com
The Variegated Foliage Nursery 
245 Westford Road, Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951, variegatedfoliage.com
Twombly Nursery 
163 Barn Hill Road, Monroe 06468 
(203) 261-2133, twomblynursery.com
Warner Nursery & Garden Center 
76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 06070 
(860) 651-0204, warnernursery.com
Woodland Gardens 
168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040, 
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com
Woodland Trails Wildflower Nursery 
32 Ashford Road, Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300  
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com

the marketplace

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 
View our catalog and event details at: 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Upcoming Events
Spring Planting Techniques  April 16th

Mountain Laurel Festival  June 4th and 5th

Some Favorite Gardens and Why  June 18th

Cutting Propagation  June 28th

A Nurseryman’s Miscellany  July 24th

Landscaping with Unusual Edibles  Sept 18th

View our catalog and event details at:
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the marketplace

Evelyn Lee        AOLCP   
Flower Farmer   Floral Designer   Garden Speaker   Garden Coach 

 
Butternut Gardens LLC 

A Bee Friendly Flower Farm 
Southport, CT 

Gardening and floral design workshops for groups and individuals. 
Gardening tips and photos on Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest and 

www.butternutgardens.com     (203) 257-4597 

Growers of Rare Peonies & Unusual Landscape Edibles

GARDEN CENTER & GREENHOUSES
GROWING FOR YOU SINCE 1939

Let us inspire you!

Ballek’s Garden Center 
- thousands of varieties of
house and garden plants

- organic gardening products

 - workshops, lectures and tours
for groups of ten or more

Plan your road trip today!

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
860-873-8878                
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 This got me thinking: What flowers 
could be described as petaloso?  At first I 
thought about the composite family – but 
the flower of a composite is actually a cluster 
of flowers and not an individual one with 
many petals. So then I thought of peonies 
and wondered how many petals a peony 
might have and if they would be considered 
petaloso and where best to get information 
on peonies than Cricket Hill Garden/Peony 
Heaven in Thomaston. Right away I had 
the answer I was looking for. Some peonies 
are petaloso! According to the Cricket Hill 
Garden website (treepeony.com), “Peonies 
bloom in a wide range of forms, from sim-
ple, elegant singles to massive doubles with 
more than 300 petals.” 
 And that’s no mistake, Matteo – peo-
nies are petaloso. 

della Crusca – and they wrote back to say 
that in order to get it into the dictionary 
people would have to use the word in 
conversation. Matteo’s teacher then posted 
the letter on Facebook and this sparked a 
huge campaign, becoming a hot topic on 
Twitter around the world – everyone who 
hears about it is trying to help Matteo get 
the word petaloso in the dictionary.  

The Beautiful Mistake – or – Peonies are Petaloso
By Fairlee Latawic, CHS Board Member and Historian

I listen to National Public Radio every 
morning on my 45-minute drive to 
work and often hear some interesting 

news stories. This week I heard one that 
really got me thinking about flowers. 
 There is an 8-year-old schoolboy named 
Matteo in Italy who, as part of a school 
assignment, was told to write examples of 
compound words.  One of the words he 
wrote was ‘petaloso,’ which he believed 
meant “full of petals” because, in Italian, 
petalo means petal and oso means full of.  
Unfortunately, Matteo learned that petaloso 
is not a word. His teacher, Margherita Auro-
ra, had to mark it as wrong on his paper – but 
she loved his word. In fact, she loved it so 
much that she wrote on his workbook that 
“it’s a beautiful mistake.” 
 Matteo also loved his word and thought 
it was beautiful and should be in the dic-
tionary – so he wrote to the Accademia 

Coral Terrace, Chinese Tree Peony from 
treepeony.com 

855-770-3820 (Toll Free)    860-618-0557 (Fax)    www.DeerNoNo.com

ALL NATURAL   •   NON-TOXIC   •   NON-HAZARDOUS

The longest lasting, most effective  Deer Repellent  money can buy!

Easily and effectively 
protects your gardens, 
shrubs, and plants for 
up to 12 months

Used by home gardeners, 
landscapers, farmers, 
and nurserymen across 
the country for almost 
20 years
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As a result of this different regime, 
the snow crocuses (Crocus chrysanthus) 
and giant Dutch crocuses (Crocus 
vernus) in my postage-stamp size front 
lawn, and the snowdrops (Galanthus 
nivalis) there, have not only persisted, 
they have multiplied so that my turf 
is a sea of flowers in late February and 
early March.  This has obvious aesthetic 
benefits, but it also serves the emerg-
ing pollinators, such as bumblebees, 
who prize this early nectar and pollen 
source.  

There are other early bulbs I could 
include: grape hyacinth, squills and 
chionodoxas, and I may introduce them 
this fall.  What I most want to do, how-
ever, is identify later blooming flowers 
that are compatible with this low-main-
tenance turf.  My neighbor’s neglected 

turf sprouts bluets (Houstonia caerulea) 
in late spring; surely these would be a 
good bet for my lawn.  White clover, 
of course, feeds pollinators, notably 
honey bees.  I have been experimenting 
as well with violet wood sorrel (Oxalis 
violacea), a native wildflower that 
once was common in southern New 
England but which, with the loss of so 
many of our pastures and meadows to 
second-growth forest and development, 
is now quite rare in our state.  This has 
been recorded as a magnet for native 
bees.  I hope this summer to introduce 
blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium monta-
num), a diminutive native relative of 
the irises, into my lawn as well.

This should be only a beginning.  
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center in Austin, Texas has been re-
searching flowers that are compatible 
with its sustainable lawn seed mix, 
“Habiturf,” in order to create a flower-
ing lawn, a sort of artificial shortgrass 
prairie, for the south central and south-
western states.  We need a similar kind 
of research for the Northeast, to turn 
our lawns from sterile monocultures to 
biologically diverse, wildlife-friendly 
habitats that contribute to the health 
of local ecosystems.

A Flowering Lawn, from page 1      

involved in solarization, you can 
spray the area with glyphosate. I 
have also had good results with two 
applications of dilute acetic acid, 
but because this is a corrosive, if 
organic, product, this is best left to 
professionals. 
 Do not remove the dead 
grass – leave it in place to serve as 
a mulch and plant the fine fescue 
seed mix right through it with 
a slit seeder (also known as an 
“overseeder”), which can be rented 
from most tool rental companies.  I 
like to apply 6-8 lbs. of seed mixture 
per 1,000 square feet. Water the 
area lightly twice a day for three 
weeks following the application 
of the seed.  And be vigilant about 
weeds through the first spring after 
planting.  I like to apply crabgrass 
preventer that first spring when 
the forsythia blooms are fading 
and spot treat any broadleaf weeds 
that appear with a “bio-intelligent”, 
chelated iron herbicide such as 
“Fiesta.”  As I’ve already mentioned, 
once the new fine fescue turf knits 
together (usually by June) it should 
become remarkably weed resistant.
          By Thomas Christopher

Installing, from page 1      

nia at Berkeley. He was also the recipient of 
a Guggenheim Fellowship for Biology and 
Plant Science in 1947 and subsequently 
studied orchid genetics in England. After 
many years of outstanding work in plant 
breeding, specializing in orchids, delphini-
ums and carnations, Dr. Mehlquist joined 
the staff at the University of Connecticut 
in 1952 where he continued his work as 
a horticultural researcher, plant breeder, 
hybridizer, educator and writer. While at 
UConn his interest in rhododendrons led 
to the development of several vigorous 
cold-hardy rhododendrons.
Every year CHS seeks nominations for 
this prestigious award named in his honor. 

2016 Mehlquist Award
Recognizing contributions to horticulture or the art of gardening

By Fairlee Latawic, CHS Board Member and Historian

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the 
Connecticut Horticultural Society es-
tablished the Gustav Mehlquist award 

to honor our member, Dr. Gustav Me-
hlquist, for his extraordinary contribution 
to horticulture in the state of Connecticut. 
Dr. Mehlquist, long recognized as one of 
the leading horticulturists in the United 
States, was a member of CHS, the American 
Rhododendron Society, The Connecticut 
Nurseryman’s association and a professor of 
Plant Science at the University of Connecti-
cut. Born in Sweden, Dr. Mehlquist earned 
his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Connecticut in 1936 and in 1939, earned 
his doctorate from the University of Califor-

Past recipients have included: Dick Jaynes 
(1988), Nancy and Robert Shipman 
(1997), Sydney Eddison (2002), Tovah 
Martin (2013) and Dennie Dodge (2014).
If you know a Connecticut resident who 
deserves to be honored and recognized 
for their significant and extraordinary 
contributions in horticulture or the art 
of gardening, please submit a nomination 
letter describing the background and 
qualifications of your nominee to Bonnie 
Penders, CHS Office, 2433 Main St, Rocky 
Hill, CT 06067 or via email to 
Connhort@gmail.com by April 30th, 
2016.

Crocuses thrive in a slow-growing fescue lawn 
that requires much less mowing
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CHS Travel: Adventures Abound 

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 13-16, 2016 

Grand Estates and Gardens of 
Pennsylvania & Delaware 

Mark your calendar to sit back and enjoy a 
garden tour of some of the most beautiful 
properties in these states. 
Day 1 - Pennsylvania
Bartram’s Garden – John Bartram, Amer-
ica’s first botanist, purchased this 102-acre 
Philadelphia property in 1728. Enjoy a 
guided tour of this property which has 
grown into 10 greenhouses, a collection 
of over 1,400 native plant species and over 
1,000 exotics.
Day 2 - Delaware
Neumours Mansion and Gardens – Built 
by Alfred du Pont, this is a spectacular resto-
ration of an incredible 18th century French 
style estate displays both French opulence 
and American ingenuity. Tour the grandest 
residence ever constructed in Delaware and 
the largest formal French garden in North 
America.
Hagley Museum – Explore the home of E.I 
du Pont, founder of DuPont Company fol-
lowed by dinner with David Cole, Executive 
Director of the Hagley. Mr. Cole will share a 
behind the scenes look at some items from 
the collection prior to dinner.
Day 3 – Delaware & Pennsylvania
Longwood Gardens – Enjoy one of the 
great gardens of the world, from a four-acre 
Conservatory to the splendor of 20 outdoor 
gardens. See dazzling displays that elevate 
the art of horticulture, relax and reconnect 
with nature. Discover the heritage and 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call                 
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 (toll-free (800) 243-1630) or                                                

visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016  
16th Annual Nursery Crawl

Take a late-spring getaway to the Berk-
shires to visit two renowned nurseries and 
enjoy a fabulous meal.
➣	 1st Nursery: WINDY HILL FARM, 
in Great Barrington, Mass. is nestled in 
the beautiful Berkshire Hills of western 
Massachusetts. Whether you are looking 
for a landscape consultation, design and 
installation, a rare specimen plant, or advice 
on home orchard and small fruit design, 
Windy Hill Farm will deliver a unique 
horticultural experience. 
➣	 Enjoy a fabulous lunch at Chef 
Michael Ballon’s beautiful gilded age 
CASTLE STREET CAFE located in 
Great Barrington, MA. This café has been 
listed in Yankee magazine, Best of New 
England as one of the best restaurants in 
Massachusetts! 
➣	 2nd Nursery: WARD’S NURSERY 
AND GARDEN CENTER was founded 
by Donald Ward in 1957 and is operated 
today by his sons, Mike and Greg. The 
nursery has won accolades for their ex-
ceptional nursery stock. Their beautiful 
garden center offers charming statuary, 
pottery, furniture, annuals, perennials, a 
tropical greenhouse and hanging baskets. 
Ward’s has many professionals on staff who 
will eagerly share ideas.
Fee: $81 per person for CHS members; 
$89 non-members. From West Hartford: 
depart Emanuel Synagogue at 7:00 a.m., 
return at 7:00 p.m. From East Hartford: 
depart commuter lot at 500 Main St. at 
8:00 a.m., return at 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016 
Impressionism: American Gardens 
on Canvas – New York Botanical 

Garden
This CHS daytrip will transport you back 
to the days of the American impressionists. 
Travel to the New York Botanical Garden 
in Bronx, N.Y. to view the exhibit Impres-
sionism: American Gardens on Canvas. The 
show will explore gardens that were widely 
popular in the United States during the 
American Impressionist era between 1887 
and 1917. In addition, the Art Gallery 
will display works from William Merritt 
Chase, Childe Hassam, John Singer Sar-
gent and other leading American impres-
sionist artists. Fee: $79 per person for CHS 
members; $89 non-members. From West 
Hartford: depart Emanuel Synagogue at 
7:30 a.m., return at 7:30 p.m. From East 
Hartford: depart commuter lot at 500 
Main St. at 8:00 a.m., return at 7:00 p.m.

Call for 

availability...

(continued on page 11)
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CHS Travel, from page 10

indelible mark of founder, Pierre S. du Pont.
Valley Forge – Off to help celebrate the centennial of the Na-
tional Park Service with a visit to VALLEY FORGE. Meet a 
historic guide for a tour of the Park. Re-live the Revolutionary 
times at Washington’s headquarters, Memorial Chapel, the 
soldiers’ huts, old covered bridges and encampments.
Day 4 – Pennsylvania
Chanticleer Garden – The guided tour of the estate of the 
wealthy Rosengarten family highlights this 31-acre pleasure 
garden featuring courtyards framing unusual combinations of 
perennials, punctuated by pots of tropical plants.
Paxson Hill Farm – Experience the homegrown nursery and 
source of design inspiration for owner and horticulturalist, Bruce 
Gangawar. Ten acres of public display gardens accompany the 
nursery specializing in rare, landscape-sized perennials, aquatic 
plants and domestic and imported koi fish. A special, private 
tour will give access to an additional ten acres of private estate 
gardens.
Fee: $829 per person for twin occupancy; $1,079 for single 
occupancy. CHS members receive a $50 discount. A deposit 
of $150/person is payable to reserve your spot with full pay-
ment due by July 15. Depart: from Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford where cars can be parked for 
the duration of the trip.

Treasurer’s Report
September 1, 2015 through February 29, 2016

At the midpoint of the CHS fiscal year, our finances are 
in good shape relative to the budget.  Donations, the sale of 
David Smith’s books, the Flower Show, and the Symposium 
have returned $3,920 more than anticipated. In addition, we 
look forward to a successful Spring Auction on April 29th to 
meet our Scholarship goal—please support this fun event.

The dues target will be difficult to meet as we have now 
entered the slow membership acquisition season, so please 
encourage your friends to join the CHS. 

The budget forecasts that we will require a lower transfer 
of funds from the CHS Endowment account to operations 
than the $29,417 amount allowed by the Bylaws (4% of the 
average balance). This has not been achieved in many years, 
and we are on target to meet this expectation. 

Unfortunately, the stock market has not been kind to our 
investment fund which is down 4.0% for the six months. 
Of course, our fortunes will improve as the market recovers 
from this downturn.

A reminder: Get the color edition of the CHS News-
letter sooner by email. You’ll save trees and help us improve 
the bottom line. It costs $18 per member, annually, to print 
and mail the newsletter.

 Ken Stubenrauch, Treasurer

Budget Actual
12 months 6 months

Income
400 · Membership Dues $27,767 $21,186

420 · Advertisements $500 $0

425 · Contributions/Donations $500 $2,560

452 · Transfer from U.S. Trust Investment Funds $28,623 $0

465 · Book Sales $0 $1,113

467 · Guest Fees $200 $60

468 · Education $2,000 $0

469 · Bulb Sales $1,000 $1,025

470 · Flower Show $0 $422

480 · Garden Tour $1,650 $1,791

485 · Symposium Income $15,300 $16,825

491 · Donations from Tours $5,000 $146

Total Income $82,540 $45,128

Expense
510 · Office $13,092 $7,058

515 · Insurance $2,300 $546

530 · Payroll $14,364 $5,942

544 · Bookkeeping and Accounting $3,500 $2,912

570 · Web Services $1,980 $30

600 · Awards $600 $0

605 · Communications $3,200 $1,179

610 · Newsletter $24,400 $11,762

710 · Membership Expense $600 $353

715 · Education Expense $1,000 $0

718 · Costs for Bulbs for Sale $800 $704

720 · Flower Shows $0 $46

730 · Garden Tours $760 $737

735 · Book Sale Reimbursement $0 $90

740 · Lectures $8,820 $2,756

750 · Social Events $200 $127

770 · Symposium Expense $6,924 $7,409

Total Expense $82,540 $41,651

Net Income $0 $3,477

Total 460 · Scholarship Income $8,100 $3,425

Total 700 · Scholarship Expenses $8,900 $506

Net Scholarship Income -$800 $2,919

Beginning Balance (September 1, 2015) $9,174

Ending Balance (February 29, 2016) $12,911

Total Investments

Beginning Market Value (September 1, 2015) $770,463

Ending Market Value (February 29, 2016) $739,307

Sub-Accounts - Ending Market Value (Feb. 29, 2016)
CTHO 01 Capital Expenditures (Giving Tree) $918
CTHO 02 CHS Endowment $688,711
CTHO 03 Hoffman (Board Discretion) $4,960
CTHO 04 Lois & Herbert Isaacson Endowed Lecture Fund $23,961
CTHO 05 Scholarship Fund $20,757

Scholarship Cash Flow (Restricted)

Checking Account at Webster Bank

The Connecticut Horticultural Society
2015-2016 Mid-Year Financial Summary

Actual (Sep-Feb) vs Budget (Sep-Aug)

Operations

Funds Invested at U.S. Trust



Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
HARTFORD, CT
PERMIT #2346

      
CHS Calendar-at-a-Glance

April 7 – CHS Board of Directors   
 meeting, 7:00 p.m., Rocky Hill  
 office

April 15 – March Newsletter content  
 deadline

April 21 – CHS Program meeting,   
 7:30 p.m.; Jessica Walliser –  
 Attracting Beneficial Bugs to  
 Your Garden (page 3)

April 29 – CHS Annual Spring Plant  
 Sale & Auction (page 2)

At the tender age of 12, Jennifer 
Noyes started her first business 
caring for lawns and gardens. And 
why not?! She already had years of 
gardening know-how under her belt 
that had been lovingly shared with 
her by her parents and grandparents. 
In addition, Jennifer’s mentor at the 
time was neighbor and prominent 
Vermont Gardner, Ruth Allen. It was 
no surprise when Jennifer chose to 
pursue a degree in Landscape Design 
and Ornamental Architecture. With 
degree in hand, she started Creative 
Contour Landscape Design in Mid-
dletown. 
Jennifer describes herself as a vision-
ary. When meeting with clients to 
gather ideas for their outdoor space, 
she begins to envision the design 
and then executes her concepts using 
computer-aided graphics. 

CHS Flower Show Award Recipient - Creative Contour Landscape  

Kathy Niver of CHS presents Jennifer Noyes from Creative Countour Landscape Design with 
the 2016 CHS Flower Show Award

Her vision of the winning Flower 
Show display began taking shape six 
months ago. Jennifer prefers to design 
the largest elements first, followed by 
the hardscape and lastly she chooses 
plants for the garden landscape. The 
final month of preparation was de-
voted to constructing the display and 
then dismantling and reassembling 
it for the four-day CT Flower Show. 
CHS Award judges – Dr. Mary 

Ellen Ellsworth, Sharon Mann and 
Kevin Wilcox – were unanimous in 
their decision to present the 2016 
Connecticut Horticultural Society 
Award to Creative Contour Landscape 
Design.  The judges were impressed 
with the inventive use of reclaimed 
hand hewn barn beams, natural blue 
stone hardscape and decorative use 
of vintage cultivating disks that were 
incorporated into the winning display. 


