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It’s Time to Renew Your Membership  
in the Connecticut Horticultural Society

Dear Gardening Friends,
It is with great hope that you are enjoying summer 
days visiting with nature that I come to you with 

good tidings of  the upcoming year at CHS—and with great 
reasons to renew your membership with us.  

As we embark on this our 128th year, it is important to 
acknowledge that we stand stable and committed to encourag-
ing the art and science of  horticulture in our state. We have 
an upstanding reputation and balanced finances. We have 
weathered tough endowment performance years without 
becoming financially irresponsible. Very importantly, we have 
kept our promise to the future through more than 55 years of  
providing scholarships to selected students of  horticulture. 

Why has the Connecticut Horticultural Society thrived as 
others have not? Our membership base includes all manners 
of  gardeners: professional, novice, nurserymen, accomplished 
specialists, certified masters, designers, keepers, travelers, and 
armchair garden lovers! It is this diversity that keeps us vital 
and able to connect with the first rate speakers who highlight 
our monthly programs. It is this mix that gives us access to 
material for the fundraising auctions that support our scholar-
ship program. Volunteers in and out of  horticulture, who sit as 
directors on our board and as chairs of  our committees who 
have consistently cared for the well being of  the society. It is 
because, across time, we are a frugal, hard working, ‘can do’ 
bunch who share our time and money to further the society’s 
educational mission. Thank you for being a part of  it. Whether 
you are a first year member like Theresa Mroczkowski or 30 
year members like the Adams family, the society benefits today 
from the fellowship and efforts of  all its members over these 

• 9 Monthly meetings with national, regional, local 
gardening specialists

• Member discount on education workshops, 
symposiums, and special CHS events

• 10 Newsletters full of  the latest gardening advice

• Reduced travel pricing for local, national, and 
international tours

• 10% discount at selected nurseries

• Advance email notification of  all CHS events

• Opportunities to socialize and network with other 
horticultural enthusiasts

• Free access to CHS library

• Horticulture magazine subscription at 67% cost 
savings

128 years. I am humbled by your loyalty and I am honored to 
have served as your president the last two years.   

This year we are sending both electronic and paper remind-
ers for your membership renewal. Many of  you let us know 
you missed having that tactile (paper) reminder to renew—so 
here it is. You can renew online (soon, we are still working 
on the technology) through a link in the letter treasurer Ken 
Stubenrauch sends to your email, or you can bring your re-
newal to September’s meeting, or send it to the Rocky Hill 
office with your check. So many choices! 

To reinforce your decision to ‘re-up’, I asked various direc-
tors and chairs to weigh in on the programs and events that 
make your membership such a value and to preview upcom-
ing offerings. Mentions of  some of  our upcoming events are 
included in the newsletter.

I’d just like to add that I have always felt the society belongs 
to us. It will continue to thrive as long as each of  us gives what 
we can—especially an hour here and there to help lighten the 
load for our committees. Please make this the year you help 
maintain our organization by volunteering as little as a single 
evening with us. That effort of  yours helps us put resources 
where absolutely necessary—and keeps us what I have always 
said CHS is: “the best gardening bargain in New England.”

I wish you a fruitful harvest and look forward to seeing you 
in September. In the meantime—don’t forget the sunscreen.

Nancy B.

Sustain and Enhance  
Your Support of  CHS:

Your donation above basic dues make 
our educational offerings stronger—
Please choose to make additional con-
tributions at a higher level. Those who 
join as a Dream Designer ($500); Plant 
Expert, ($250); or Garden Builder ($125) 
will receive:
• All Basic Membership Benefits
• A dinner ticket to a CHS pre-meeting 

supper with our speaker
• Two $10 member discount tickets to 

Education Workshops
• Reusable CHS garden tote

CHS is 128 years old
We have 800-plus members

Please select your membership level:

	 n Individual ................................................ $45 n Senior Individual (65+) ........................... $40

	 n Family .................................................... $65 n Senior Family (65+) ................................ $60

	 n 30 under 30 ........................................... $30 n	Student (full-time with valid ID)............FREE

 n Business ................................................ $70 

 n Sustaining:   n $500 Dream Designer    n $250 Plant Expert    n $125 Garden Builder

Memberships Run From September 1, 2014 to August 31, 2015

 I am interested in helping with (select all that apply):

	 n Plant Auctions n Education n Symposium

	 n Awards/Scholarships n Membership n Office

	 n Flower Show n Hospitality - Meetings n Library

 n Newsletter/Publicity n Meeting Greeter n Planned Giving

Please return your membership form and dues check to  
the CHS office or pay online at www.cthort.org

Your membership includes:



The gifted gardeners, designers, 
and plantspeople who deliver 
educational and entertaining 

slide-illustrated lectures highlight our 
monthly meetings. All of  these speakers 
are people with outstanding expertise in 
some aspect of  horticulture and all have 
special insights to impart.

This year’s roster:

Kristin Schleiter, “A Native Plants 
Garden for the 21st Century”
Thursday, September 18
In 2013, the New York Botanical Garden 
inaugurated a spectacular, 3.5 acre new 
Native Plant Garden that dazzles the 
visitor with plantings of  100,000 native 
trees, wildflowers, ferns, and grasses. Its 
four-season drifts of  color and texture 
showcase not only the individual beauty 
of  our North American native plant 
species, they demonstrate—in expertly 
composed borders and beds—the lead-
ing role these plants can take in the culti-
vated landscape. Furnished with recycled 
materials—even the water that fills the 
230-foot-long pool and waterfall is col-
lected storm water naturally filtered by 
aquatic plantings—this garden is a testa-
ment to sustainability as well as beauty.

Lee Reich, “Pomona’s Secrets: 
Unusual, Easy-to-grow Fruits for 
Northeast Gardens”  
The Lois and Herbert Isaacson Endowed 
Lecture, First Annual
Thursday, October 23  
(4th Thursday of  the Month)
In a reprise of  his most popular pro-
gram, Lee Reich will offer tastings of  
cold-hardy, delectable, pest-free fruits 
harvested from his own garden, while 
offering his expert insights about how 
to make your own landscape equally 
fruitful.  Meet the pawpaw, the medlar, 
Nanking cherry, and persimmon, and a 
fruitbowl full of  other treats easily grown 
in Connecticut gardens. 

Kristine Boys, “Creating  
a Native Lawn”  
Thursday, November 20
Over the last 6 years, Kristine Boys of  
Cornell University’s Mundy Wildflower 
Garden has been harvesting seeds from 

the wild to create a biodiverse, sustain-
able lawn of  native grasses and wildflow-
ers that nurtures pollinators and wildlife 
while pleasing the eye with bloom. Best 
of  all, it flourishes with only one or 
two mowings a year. Kristine Boys is 
making history within the ecologically 
oriented gardening community with her 
development of  a revolutionary model 
of  flowering, native turf; she brings to 
us cutting edge research from one of  
our foremost horticultural institutions.

Karen Bussolini,  “What Photogra-
phy Can Teach You About Garden 
Design: Framing Views, Working 
with Textures, and More” 
Thursday, January 15
We all use our cameras to save memories 
of  others’ gardens—but we can benefit 
as much or more by turning a photo-
graphic eye to our own horticultural cre-
ations. Renowned garden photographer 
Karen Bussolini explains how the cam-
era’s impartial eye can help us compose 
and frame views, while teaching us about 
aesthetic elements such as mass, light, 
textures and point of  view. A commit-
ment to seeing well is essential to creat-
ing compelling photographic images, of  
course, but it can be just as fundamental 
to creating compelling gardens.

Kerry Mendez, “The Right-Size 
Flower Garden: Simplify Your 
Outdoor Space with Smart Design 
Solutions and Plant Choices”  
Thursday, February 19
As Americans grow ever busier, and all 
of  us grow older, we look for ways to 
reduce our gardening chores without 
sacrificing beauty and diversity.  Peren-
nials expert Kerry Mendez shares her 
new guide to tried and true plants she has 
found to provide the maximum impact 
for minimal input. 

Louis Bauer, “Edible Ornamentals: 
Enhance the Garden Using Plants 
That Taste as Good as They Look”   
Thursday, March 19
Louis Bauer is a horticulturist whose 
work as the head of  various public 
gardens has made him a leader in his 
field; he is doing things at Wave Hill to 

CHS Calendar of Speakers for 2014-15 Programs
enhance its reputation as the country’s 
best public garden. The 28-acre Bronx 
beauty, one of  the most exciting and in-
novative public gardens in America, has 
long been famous for the striking and 
imaginative ways in which edible crops 
are integrated into its elegant ornamental 
displays. Louis Bauer, who began his 
career as a gardener at Wave Hill and 
recently returned as its Horticultural 
Director, will discuss eclectic techniques 
he helped to pioneer with the legendary 
Marco Polo Stufano.

Robert Herman, “Garden Design 
and Plant Selection by Habitat: 
Making the Most of  Your Site”    
Thursday, April 16
For generations Americans have looked 
to England for horticultural inspiration; 
Robert Herman urges us to broaden our 
view to include the revolutionary—and 
ravishing—style of  perennial plant  
design coming out of  continental  
Europe. Designing and planting by 
habitat in the continental style combines 
robust, low maintenance plants ideally 
suited to each growing situation; the 
result is enhanced sustainability as well 
as a more natural aesthetic. Concrete ex-
amples of  different habitats and specific 
plant combinations suited to each will 
be provided.

Jan Johnsen, “Serenity by  
Design: Creating a Relaxing  
Outdoor Space” 
Thursday, May 21
We all crave a serene haven outdoors 
where we can simply relax and enjoy 
the moment, asserts landscape designer 
Jan Johnsen, and in this talk the award 
winning speaker, writer, television and 
radio host details how to transform this 
desire into reality.  This lushly illustrated 
seminar shares intriguing ideas for cre-
ating simplicity, sanctuary and delight 
in a garden, and explores ways you can 
use the ‘power of  place’, the layout of  
your garden, the cardinal directions, and 
color to create a landscape that elevates 
your mood and increases your sense  
of  well-being. 

Landscape Robert Adzema—
“Designing the Light: Using Sun 
Dials and a Sense of  Place to 
Understand the Play of  Sunlight in 
Your Garden” 
Thursday, June 18
Sculptor and plein air landscape painter 
Robert Adzema has spent a lifetime 
pursuing the beauty of  sunlight. For his 

Businesses Offering 10 Percent Discount To CHS Members
Please show your membership card before transactions begin.

Please assume your  
discount applies to non-sale 
plant material items.

Better Stones
200 Tolland St. 
East Hartford 06108 
(860) 289-1414, betterstones.com     

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10) 
Weatogue 06089 
(860) 651-8555

Bosco’s Garden Center  
& Landscaping
1376 Hopmeadow St. 
Simsbury 06070  
(860) 658-2428

Botticello Farms
209 Hillstown Road 
Manchester 06040 
(860) 649-2462

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Road 
Hamden 06518  
(203) 288-1026

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center 
416 Park Road 
West Hartford 06110  
(860) 561-2148 

Cricket Hill Garden/Peony Heaven
670 Walnut Hill Road 
Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042

Cropley’s Garden Center  
& Landscaping 
1262 Boston Turnpike 
Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364

Edmondson’s Farm  
Gift Shop & Florist
Route 44, Coventry 06238 
(860) 742-6124

Gotta’s Farm
661 Glastonbury Turnpike 
Portland 06480 
(860) 342-1844  
(discount on plants only)

Harken’s Garden Center
287 Route 5 
East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806 
(discount on plants only)

Hop River Nursery
251 Hop River Road (Rte. 6) 
Bolton 06043 
(860) 645-9999

Larson’s Garden Center
26 Covey Road 
Burlington 06013 
(860) 675-0510

Moscarillo’s
2600 Albany Ave. 
West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487  
10% on plant material only

Natureworks
518 Forest Road 
Northford 06472 
(203) 484-2748 
http://naturework.com/

O’Brien Nurserymen
40 Wells Road 
Granby 06035 
(860) 653-0163

Riverside Nursery  
& Garden Center
56 River Road (Rte. 179) 
(P.O. Box 435) 
Collinsville 06022 
(860) 693-2285 
www.riversidenursery-ct.com

(continued on next page  
of membership supplement)

Speakers, from previous page     

Scott’s Orchard & Nursery
1838 New London Tpke. 
Glastonbury 06033 
(860) 633-8681

Stone Post Gardens
1185 Randolph Road 
Middletown 06457 
(860) 343-0360

The Garden Barn Nursery  
& Landscaping
228 West St. 
Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291 

The Variegated Foliage Nursery
245 Westford Road 
Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951

Twombly Nursery
163 Barn Hill Road 
Monroe 06468  
(203) 261-2133

Warner Nursery & Garden Center
76 Riverside Road 
Simsbury 06070  
(860) 651-0204

Woodland Gardens
168 Woodland St. 
Manchester 06040 
(860) 643-8474 
www.woodlandgardensct.com

Woodland Trails  
Wildflower Nursery 
32 Ashford Road 
Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300

sun-specific sculptures, he combines 
astronomical expertise with aesthetic 
vision to create monumental one-of-
a-kind, site specific sundials that serve 
not only to mark the time but also to 
connect their place on the earth with the 
alignment of  the sun and stars overhead. 
For gardeners, he offers a profound 

understanding of  sunlight and exposure 
far advanced beyond the customary 
horticultural “sunny” vs. “shade”;  learn 
how to read what the sun will be doing 
in the different areas of  your landscape 
every hour of  every day and throughout 
the seasons.  

–Tom Christopher
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New Plant Genesis
How New-to-Horticulture Plants Are Discovered, Evaluated, and Brought to Market

by Adam Wheeler

In This Issue
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(continued on page 4)
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Mon., Sept. 15 – Deadline for CHS 

Newsletter submissions

Wed., Sept. 17 – Education 
Committee meeting education 
committe meeting, 7 p.m.,  
Rocky Hill

Thurs., Sept. 18 – Program Meeting 
with Kristin Schleiter, 7 p.m.,  
West Hartford 

Thurs., Oct. 3 – Board Meeting, 
7 p.m., Rocky Hill Plant geeks excited (okay, 

obsessed) for new and 
exciting plants drive the 

vision and mission of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery. The pursuit of  
great plants and the opportunity 
to propagate, grow and provide 
them is a true passion. Through 
the years we’ve made the most 
of  a diversity of  techniques to 
acquire and develop a constant 
supply of  these botanical trea-
sures. Each growing season, these 
tricks-of-the-trade allow us to 
offer some of  the world’s best 
plants to garden enthusiasts. Here 
are some of  the strategies, tech-
niques, and efforts we undertake 
to find and develop these rela-
tively new-to-horticulture plants 
and some of  the methods used to 
evaluate these exceptional plants 
and to bring them to market.   

Take Advantage of  Natural Variation
Mother Nature has an amazing knack for developing her 
own special diversity through natural seed development 
and often, it simply takes the keen eyes of  an observer to 
recognize standout or distinct individuals within a class of  
freshly germinated seedlings. The natural variation born out 
of  open pollinated seed germination is a favorite technique 
for discovering new plants. 

In some instances, these unique plants become obvious 
immediately upon their emergence from the soil while oth-
ers show their distinctive qualities years later. Each growing 
season brings new opportunity for evaluation and we are 
constantly on the lookout for unique seedlings that standout 
in our propagation flats, pop up in the display gardens beneath 
established specimens, or cross our path in the wild. 

Once prospects are identified, they are flagged, trans-

Come join the fun at the CHS 
Fall Auction and Plant Sale, 
Friday, September 26, at TAC 

(Tolland County Agriculture Center) 
in Vernon, CT.  

We anticipate both entertainment 
and education from our fabulous 
auctioneers, who will likely include 
Adam Wheeler and Chris Koppel 
from Broken Arrow, John O’Brien 
from O’Brien Nurserymen, and Kevin 
Wilcox from Silver Spring Nursery. 
We are still working on a surprise 
guest. Those nurseries, and others, will 
be bringing top quality and unusual 
plants for us. And our members will 
bring great plants for both the auction 
and the sale tables. The plant table 
viewing will be at 6:30 p.m. with the 
sale beginning promptly at 7 p.m. The 
auction will follow at 7:15 p.m.  

You can help support the auction 
in myriad ways. You can buy plants! 

You can ask your local, favorite 
nursery to contribute, or you can 
bring plants from your own garden. 
Donations are tax deductible and we 
can provide a receipt for their/your 
records (It helps if  you include a list 
of  donated material with the donor’s 
name and address).  

Bringing donations early helps a 
lot. Someone will be at the TAC by 
4:30 p.m. to accept plants and set up. 
If  you need help getting your dona-
tions to the auction, or if  you can 
help in any way, please let us know. 
Starting at 4:30 p.m., we need help 
setting up tables and chairs. We need 
volunteers with knowledge of  peren-
nials, houseplants, tropicals, shrubs, 
and trees to help tag donations from 
4:30 - 6:45 p.m. We need runners to 
deliver plants to bidders, and we can 
use help for about 15 minutes after 
the auction to clean up.  

Check the CHS website to see 
what nurseries need contacting. Best 
to do that in two steps: First, go and 
present the request, then return later 
to actually collect the donated mate-
rial–often the person who will make 
the decisions about donating will not 
be available the first time you visit. 
Email me with any nursery(ies) that 
you will visit. 

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion please call Leslie Shields at (860) 
747-8175. You can also email Leslie 
at selchie1@comcast.net. 

Directions to TAC: The Tolland 
Agricultural Center (TAC) is off  I-84 
in Vernon. Take exit 67. From 84 east-
bound, turn left off  the exit or from 
84 westbound turn right. At first traffic 
light turn right onto Route 30 (Hyde 
Ave.). The Center is on the right just 
past the Rockville bank.

—Leslie Shields

Make a Bid to be Part of the CHS Fall Auction, Friday, September 26

The unique pink color of Pink Satin Beaked Stewartia (Stewartia 
rostrata ‘Pink Satin’) originated as a result of natural seedling 
variation. The chance seedling was discovered in a row of field 
grown nursery stock at Broken Arrow Nursery. 

Photo by Adam Wheeler

planted, and eventually integrated 
into our evaluation trials so we 
can further assess their merit. 
Stewartia rostrata ‘Pink Satin’ (Pink 
Satin Beaked Stewartia) is a good 
example of  this process come 
to fruition.  This soft, shell-pink 
flowering selection of  this typi-
cally white flowering specimen 
tree was discovered at the nursery 
as a chance seedling in a row of  
field grown nursery stock. The 
original plant was more than 
eight feet tall when it first flow-
ered and revealed its unique floral 
qualities. Continued evaluation 
and propagation for five years 
following the initial discovery 
allowed us to develop a propaga-
tion protocol and to gain a better 
understanding of  its growth, 
uniqueness and market potential. 
It took 12 years after that first 
seed’s germination for the plant 

to be formally named and introduced as a new selection.    

Control Parentage to Breed Your Own
Another approach we often utilize takes the variation inherent 
in seedlings a step further by integrating classical breeding 
techniques into the process. In this procedure we control 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends,

I come to you with good tidings of  the year to come 
at CHS—and good reasons to renew your membership 
with us.  

As we embark on this our 128th year, it is important 
to acknowledge that we stand stable and committed to 
encouraging the art and science of  horticulture in our 
state. We have an upstanding reputation and balanced 
finances. We have weathered tough endowment perfor-
mance years without becoming financially irresponsible. 
Very importantly, we have kept our promise to the future 
through more than 55 years of  providing scholarship to select students of  horticulture. 

Why has the Connecticut Horticultural Society thrived? Our membership base 
crosses all manner of  gardeners: professional, novice, nurserymen, accomplished 
specialists, certified masters, designers, keepers, travelers, and armchair garden lovers! 
This diversity keeps us vital and able to attract the first rate speakers who highlight 
our monthly programs. Our membership mix gives us access to material for the fund-
raising auctions that support our scholarship program. It gives us a mix of  talented 
volunteers, in and outside of  horticulture, who sit as directors on our board and as 
chairs of  our committees. Across time, we are a frugal, hard working, ‘can do’ bunch 
who share our time and money for the society’s educational mission. Thank you being 
a part of  it. I am humbled by your loyalty and I am honored to have served as your 
president the last two years.   

This year we are sending both electronic and paper reminders for your membership 
renewal. Many of  you let us know you missed having that tactile, printed-on-paper 
reminder about renewing—so here it is. You can renew online (soon, we still working 
on the technology), through a link in the letter treasurer Ken Stubenrauch will send 
to your email, or you can bring your renewal to September’s meeting, or send it to 
the Rocky Hill office with your check. So many choices! 

I’d just like to add that I have always felt the society belongs to us. It will con-
tinue to thrive as long as each of  us gives what we can—especially an hour here and 
there to help lighten the load for our committees. Please make this the year you help 
maintain our organization by volunteering as little as a single evening with us. That 
effort of  yours helps us put resources where absolutely necessary—and keeps us, as 
I always say, “the best gardening bargain in New England.”

Nancy B.

Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

fax: (860) 563-2217
email: connhort@gmail.com

website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Steve Silk
CHS Director of  Communications

74 Prattling Pond Road
Farmington, CT 06032

news@cthort.org

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
30 under 30 ....................................... $30
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business & Organization ................ $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the extent 
permitted under Section 170 of  the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code. Reproduction 
of  the CHS Newsletter in whole or part 
without prior permission is prohibited.  
© Copyright 2014

Philadelphia Flower Show  “Lights, Camera, Bloom”
The Barnes Foundation

Sunday, March 1 – Monday, March 2, 2015  
downtown Philadelphia. Welcome dinner 
tonight at the Chart House Restaurant 
overlooking the Delaware River at Penn’s 
Landing. Menu: mixed greens salad, 
entrée choice of  grilled Atlantic salmon, 
Chicken Romano or short ribs, bread, 
beverage and of  course the Chart House 
Famous Mud Pie for dessert. Bon appétit!  

Day 2: Following a hot, deluxe continen-
tal breakfast we’re off  to the fabulous 
Philadelphia Flower Show—“Lights, 
Camera, Bloom.” The magic of  the sil-
ver screen comes to Philadelphia when 
Hollywood is presented in bold, beautiful 
style. Large-scale displays by the world’s 
leading floral and landscape designers 
will tip their hat to beloved cinema scenes 
at America’s largest horticultural event 
which attracts 250,000 guests each year. 
Travel the yellow brick road to the shim-
mering Emerald City. Swing through the 
trees as the heroic Tarzan of  the Apes. 
Splash down the street while “Singin’ in 

Day 1: Depart aboard our deluxe mo-
torcoach as we head off  for our annual 
CHS Philadelphia 

Flower Show trip! Our first stop will be 
the highly anticipated reopened Barnes 

Foundation, established by Albert C. 
Barnes in 1922 to “promote the advance-
ment of  education and the appreciation 
of  the fine arts and horticulture.” It holds 
one of  the finest collections of  Post-
Impressionist and early modern paintings 
with extensive works by Renoir, Cézanne, 
Matisse, and Picasso, as well as American 
masters Charles Demuth, William Glack-
ens, and Maurice Prendergast, old master 
paintings, important examples of  African 
sculpture and Native American ceram-
ics, jewelry and textiles, and more. The 
collection is displayed in 12,000 square 
feet of  exhibition space that replicates 
the scale, proportion, and configuration 
of  the original galleries in Merion, PA. 
Overnight accommodations at the Holi-
day Inn Express Midtown in the heart of  

the Rain.” The garden and floral design-
ers will show that horticultural design is 
itself  a form of  art. This show is sure to 
be amazing!
Cost: Members $389 per person; $449 
per person single. Nonmembers add $50. 
Deposit: $100 per person due with reser-
vation to secure your space—but prior to 
October 15, 2014. Final payment: due 
by January 16, 2015. Includes deluxe mo-
tor coach, one night hotel, tax, baggage, 
dinner, and hot continental breakfast, flower 
show admission, sightseeing per itinerary, 
driver gratuity, and $25 per person donation 
to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson. Depar-
ture location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford (cars may be 
parked here for the duration of trip). Make 
checks payable to: CHS. Mail to: Friendship 
Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT 
06002. Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630. 
Tours can now be booked and paid for 
online, visit http://www.friendshiptours.net 
and click on CHS Tours.

The Gardens of New York City   
Wave Hill * Brooklyn Botanic Garden * The High Line * New York Botanical Garden   

2 nights at the Millennium Broadway * Optional Broadway Show!
Wednesday, October 17 – Friday, October 19, 2014   

afternoon we tour the High Line, a park 
created from the former raised railway 
and modeled after the “Promenade 
Plantee” in Paris. The High Line will be 
in bloom with fall flowers and plants 
chosen for their hardiness, sustainability, 
textural and color variation, with a focus 
on native species. Evening at leisure, or 
to enjoy an optional Broadway show, 
contact Brenda at Friendship Tours (800) 
243-1630 for pricing and to reserve tick-
ets to the show of  your choice.

Day 3: We embark on a guided tour 
through New York Botanical Garden, 
the largest botanic garden in any city 
in the United States. We will see mag-
nificent chrysanthemums—Kiku in 
Japanese—trained to grow in a mesmer-
izing variety of  shapes and styles, as well 

Day 1: Depart aboard our deluxe mo-
torcoach for our Gardens of  New York 
City weekend getaway! Our first des-
tination will be the lovely Wave Hill, a 
28-acre public garden and cultural center 
overlooking the Hudson River. Enjoy 
the beauty of  its gardens, landscapes, 
and magnificent views on a guided tour 
before lunch on our own at the newly 
renovated Café. We then depart for the 
Millennium Broadway Hotel, in the heart 
of  New York City just steps from Times 
Square and dinner in the theatre district 
at Brazil Brazil Restaurant.

Day 2: This morning enjoy a guided 
tour of  the 52-acre Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, known for its specialty “gardens 
within the Garden”, plant collections, 
and the Steinhardt Conservatory. This 

as some of  Conservatory’s permanent 
collections. Time for lunch on your own 
in the café and a visit to the gift shop 
before heading home.
Cost: Members $895 per person; $1,264 
per person, single. Nonmembers add $50. 
Space is still available, please call or book 
online ASAP. Includes deluxe motorcoach, 
two nights hotel, tax, baggage, one dinner, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver and tour 
director gratuity, $45 per person donation 
to CHS. Departure location: Emanuel 
Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West 
Hartford (cars may be parked here for the 
duration of trip). Make checks payable 
to CHS. Mail to: Friendship Tours, 705 
Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT 06002. 
Questions? Barbara, Friendship Tours (860) 
243-1630 or (800) 243-1630. Tours can 
now be booked and paid for online, visit 
http://www.friendshiptours.net and click 
on CHS Tours.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, Sept. 18
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

As a little girl playing in the woods 
in upstate New York, Kristin 
Schleiter says she spent a lot of  

time rearranging the plants to make the 
woods look like she thought they should 
look. After stints in corporate publicity 
and marketing, a gig at Oliver’s Nursery 
in Fairfield, and a job as garden editor on 
Martha Stewart’s TV show, she’s back at 
it again. This time she’s got a much more 
public patch of  woodland to work on at 
the new Native Plant garden at the New 
York Botanical Garden.

As NYBG’s Curator of  Outdoor 
Gardens and Herbaceous Collections, 
Kristen takes a big-picture view of  the 
garden’s newest display, the Native Plant 
Garden which opened in May 2013. It’s a 
vista she shares enthusiastically, which she 
will do in September at the CHS monthly 
meeting.  Kristin will impart the Native 
Plant Garden’s mission by showing that it 
is possible to create a beautiful garden us-
ing solely native plants. The idea of  both 
the garden and her talk, Kristin says, is 
to teach people that native plants are not 
messy weeds. “We want to show our visi-
tors that their idea of  a beautiful garden 
can be accomplished with native plants,” 
Kristin says. “I think this garden does it.” 

The New York Botanical Garden’s 
native plant showcase is perhaps uniquely 
suited to show the beauty and utility of  
natives. Culturally speaking, it has every 
kind of  biome from sunny wetland to 
dry shade, with sections of  it set amid 
a woodlands populated with towering 
trees. And one of  the primary goals in the 
Oehme van Sweden-designed garden, she 
says, is simply to be beautiful. 

Kristin would know about beautiful 
gardens. After studying Industrial and 
Labor Relations at Cornell, she went 
to work in various publicity, advertis-
ing and marketing pursuits. When she 
dropped out of  the rat race, those skills 
helped her get a job at Oliver’s Nursery 
in Fairfield, at which point her lifelong 

love of  plants and gardening kicked into 
high gear-she could help them develop 
their catalog and market the nursery, 
and could, in turn, learn from a group 
of  coworkers who, she says, really knew 
their stuff  and liked to teach. Some of  
the nursery’s clients included Martha 
Stewart and some of  the designers and 
gardeners who worked with her. One 
thing led to another, and soon followed 
a stint working for a high-end garden 
designer in Fairfield County and a year 
spent as garden editor on Martha Stew-
arts TV show, “Martha Stewart Living.”

Eventually Kristin, who lives in Fair-
field with her husband and two daughters, 
decided she was less interested in making 
fancy gardens for wealthy clients than she 
was in doing something more meaning-
ful. And so she soon found herself  at the 
New York Botanical Garden, allied with 
its mission to teach and inspire the public.    

It is inspiring indeed to listen to 
Kristin’s rapturous descriptions of  the 
native plant garden. The garden, she 
says, looks lovely from spring, when the 
massive trees rise from a foamy carpet 
of  tiarellas studded with trilliums, lady’s 
slippers, twin leaf  may apples and more, 
to fall, when, Kristin says, “We have fall 
color you wouldn’t believe.”

Even this challenging time of  year, 
late summer, sees the garden in full 

splendor, with a meadow billowing with 
grasses and punctuated by liatris, Joe-
Pye weed, goldenrod, black-eyed susans, 
asters and more, all moving and swaying 
with every breeze. The scene practically 
swarms with birds and pollinators.

One of  the big surprises the garden 
presented was how much life there was 
beyond the plants themselves.

“As soon as we finished the water fea-
ture and put plants in, the next day there 
were dragonflies,” Kristin says. Now 
there are more than you can count, she 
says, and their nymphs are crawling up the 
grasses. Frogs arrived almost immediately, 
as did a great blue heron. Birds can be 
seen daily taking baths in a rill running 
through part of  the garden.   

“I was surprised to see the breadth 
of  wildlife here in the Bronx, just waiting 
for a sanctuary,” she says. “They found it 
here at the garden.”

The other thing found at the garden 
is inspiration, which Kristin will share in 
her talk, which will feature showy native 
plants and design ideas for using them, 
all illustrated in vivid photography by Ivo 
Vermeulen, NYBG’s staff  photographer. 
Join us Thursday, September 18 at 7 p.m. 
and go native.   

A Native Plants Garden for the 21st Century   
Sept 18 - Speaker Kristin Schleiter

New York Botanical Garden

Kristin Schleiter

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the October issue is September 15. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

East Meets West at Broken  
Arrow Nursery
It’s astounding how many native North 
American plant species have close cous-
ins native to Japan. Sunday, September 
28th Broken Arrow Nursery Manager 
Andy Brand and Sales Manager Chris 
Koppel will compare and contrast mem-
bers of  a variety of  plant genera native 
to both countries to determine which 
country might be the undisputed cham-
pion of  the plant world, U.S.A. or Japan. 
Come join in the fun and learn about the 
difference within individual plant genera 
that are shared by these two countries of  
great horticultural prominence. Event, 
which will run from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., at 
the Broken Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken 
Arrow Road, Hamden, Conn.; cost $15; 
registration is required. Visit www.bro-
kenarrownursery.com; or call Broken 
Arrow (203) 288-1026.  

Invasive Plants symposium  
at UCONN
The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working 
Group will host ‘Invasive Plants 2014: 
Where Are We Now?’, a symposium to 
be held at the UConn Student Union in 
Storrs, Conn. on Tuesday, October 7, 
2014 from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. People 
with all levels of  interest and experience 
are invited to attend. The keynote ad-
dress will be given by Dr. Sarah Reichard, 
Professor and Director of  the University 
of  Washington Botanic Gardens, who 
will present, ‘Five-year Target:  A down-
to-earth vision bridging policy, research 
and management’. Additional presen-
tations will include legislative updates 
from the Invasive Plants Council, tips 
for successful invasive plant manage-
ment projects, and alternative plants for 
improving gardens. Research posters, an 
invasive plant identification area and oth-
er educational exhibits will be featured 
throughout the day.  The registration fee 
includes parking and lunch.

Attendees are advised to register early 

as the last symposium had record atten-
dance and sold out with 475 attendees. 
Early registration costs $45; application 
must be postmarked or completed online 
by September 8; regular registration will 
be $55, or, for students, $25 (must bring 
current ID). For full program informa-
tion, and to register visit http://cipwg.
uconn.edu/2014-symposium/

For additional information, please 
contact Donna Ellis at (860) 486-6448; 
donna.ellis@uconn.edu.

Sculpted Daylily Lecture
The Connecticut Daylily Society kicks 
off  its 2014-2015 program series on Sat-
urday, September 13 with a presentation 
by Charmaine Rich of  East Thetford, 
Vermont titled ‘Winter…and the 4th of  
July’. Charmaine is an expert and author 
of  numerous scientific articles on the 
sculpted daylily form and her own hybrid-
izing program focuses on the exciting 
frontier of  sculpted daylilies. Her very 
USDA Hardiness Zone 4B daylilies are 
well suited for Connecticut’s zone 5 or 
milder gardens, and can be viewed on her 
website www.holdnheavendaylilies.com.

Social hour at this free event starts at 
noon. Charmaine Rich’s program will be-
gin at 1:30 p.m. The society’s meeting are 
held at the Avon Senior Center, located at 
the Sycamore Hills Recreation Center, 635 
West Avon Road (Rt. 167) at the junction 
of  Sycamore and Scoville roads. Further 
information and detailed directions can 
be found on the Society’s website, www.
ctdaylily.com/CDS.html or on http://
ctdaylilysociety.wordpress.com.

Learn About Gardening with the 
Federated Garden Clubs 
Learn about botany, houseplants, or-
chids, plant propagation and more at the 
Federated Garden Clubs of  Connecticut, 
Inc.’s Gardening Study School, Tuesday, 
September 23 - Thursday, September 25, 
2014. The full course will cost $110; at-
tendance for a single day will be $50; you 
do not need to be a garden club member 

to attend. Classes will be held at The 
Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby. 
For more information or to register, visit 
www.ctgardenclubs.org 

UConn 2014 Master  
Composter Program
Almost 25% of  household waste can be 
recycled through composting. The pur-
pose of  the Master Composter program 
is to educate and train residents about 
the basics of  small scale composting. 
In exchange for the training, volunteers 
will pass their knowledge on to others 
through outreach activities such as talks, 
demonstrations, tabling at events, provid-
ing promotional activities, working with 
schools or community gardens and the 
like. Master Gardener classes will be held 
primarily at the Bartlett Arboretum start-
ing Saturday, October 4th and running 5 
consecutive Saturdays. The cost of  the 
program is $100. The Master Composter 
brochure and registration is available at 
www.ladybug.uconn.edu or call (860) 486-
4274 for more information.

of  the International Plant Propagators’ 
Society or Hort Science and the plant 
is registered with the proper governing 
body. Concurrently the description is 
integrated into the newest version of  the 
Broken Arrow Nursery catalog and the 
plant is made available to our customers.  

Seeing this highly rewarding process 
from start to finish is one of  the most 
satisfying parts of  our profession. Giv-
ing enjoyment to others through plant 
discovery and introduction is both 
tremendously satisfying and a limitless 
source of  motivation to carry on sowing 
seeds, exploring the wilds, and convers-
ing with plant people.  

Adam Wheeler is the Propagation and 
Plant Development Manager at Broken 
Arrow Nursery in Hamden.

Plant Genesis, from page 5      

•  •  •
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allows us to combine or enhance supe-
rior genetic traits of  individual plants 
with greater predictability and regularity. 
The basis of  this approach harkens back 
to the classic work of  Gregor Mendel 
and his discovery of  the basic underlying 
principles of  heredity.  

At the nursery, a large amount of  our 
breeding work relates to the Connecticut 
state flower, Kalmia latifolia (Mountain 
Laurel). Much of  this work has been done 
by nursery owner, Dr. Richard Jaynes, as 
part of  his life-long passion and study of  
the genus. The results of  these efforts 
have led to the introduction of  more than 
25 superior mountain laurel cultivars that 
are decidedly different than those seen in 
the wild. Throughout his career Dr. Jaynes 
has been able to identify superior pedigree 
of  individual mountain laurel plants and 
utilize them as parents in the development 
of  new and unique cultivars. 

sea of  greenery that surrounds us in our 
daily lives. That is, we focus our attention 
on existing plants in the landscape and 
wilds and scan the vegetation for varia-
tion. These variations, or “sports” as we 
term them, arise as genetic “hiccups” in 
the tissues of  plants that lead to atypical 
appearance. Our search for them is not 
unlike a talent agent’s pursuit of  the next 
supermodel, though in our industry, the 
beauty queens can take on many forms 
including variegated leaves (those with 
white and green leaves), gold leaves or 
dwarf/congested growths within the 
canopy. With careful attention and a 
sound understanding of  the plant we’re 
looking at, the existence of  potential new 
plants becomes apparent. The source of  
these “hiccups” is still largely a mystery 
yet we jump for joy each time we stumble 
upon something with promise.     

Each sport, after successful propaga-
tion and proper testing, has the potential 
to become a new, distinct cultivar. Our 
vigilant and constant approach to this 
craft ranges from passively scanning 
our surroundings while out and about 
to slowly and systematically surveying 
a woodland in a grid-like pattern. Once 
discovered, sports are noted, flagged 

Plant Genesis, from page 1      
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A sport is a natural mutation occurring on 
an otherwise normal plant. Every sport has 
the potential to become a new plant of its 
own.                         Photo by Adam Wheeler

and a suitable propagation protocol is 
identified. When necessary, permission is 
obtained from the owner and propagules 
are secured. Resulting plants are inte-
grated into our trials and evaluated for 
uniqueness and landscape functionality. 
A recent Broken Arrow Nursery intro-
duction that was discovered as a sport 
is Rubus cockburnianus ‘Razzle Dazzle’ 
(‘Razzle Dazzle’ Variegated Ghost 
Bramble). This arching shrub was initially 
discovered as a variegated branch sport 
with cream, pink and white leaves on an 
otherwise standard plant. The sport was 
propagated and underwent five years 
of  evaluations before being named and 
introduced as a new and distinct cultivar.   

Get It Through the Grapevine
Quite possibly the most productive and 
enjoyable approach we pull from our 
toolbox of  plant discovery techniques 
relies on our amazingly keen customers 
and a diverse network of  horticultural 
savvy friends that span the globe. More 
often than not, these indispensable folks 
alert us to a unique seedling or sport that 
has arisen in their garden or that has 
crossed their path. Once alerted, we work 
with the discoverer to develop a plan to 
propagate the plant and agree upon a trial 
and evaluation protocol. ‘Sunsplash’ win-
terberry holly (Ilex verticillata ‘Sunsplash’) 
is a successful example of  this process 
come full circle. Our friend and cus-
tomer John Dancher alerted us of  a gold-
splashed sport he discovered in a grove 
of  winterberry holly. We visited the site, 
observed the sport and confirmed its 
potential. In the ensuing months cuttings 
were secured, successfully propagated, 
and the resulting plants were integrated 
into our trials. After several years of  
evaluation the plant was formally named 
and introduced as a wonderfully distinct 
addition to the ornamental display of  this 
noteworthy species.   

Watch and Wait to Determine 
Whether a Plant Is Worthwhile
Though the discovery of  unique seed-
lings or sports is a rewarding pursuit, the 
process of  identifying and naming a new, 

worthy cultivar would not be complete 
without proper trial and evaluation. At 
Broken Arrow Nursery this process is 
fluid in that there is no set timeline or 
duration for the process, nor is there a 
rigorous set of  requirements that each 
and every plant must endure. Rather 
we generally take an informal approach 
in which plants are integrated into our 
display gardens or added into trial rows 
and tested for suitability to our regional 
environment. Data on growth rate, 
form, sun/shade tolerance, pest/disease 
tolerance, stability and general landscape 
functionality is gathered through the 
years. Informal input from customers is 
encouraged in the process through the 
solicitation of  opinions and ornamental 
value of  trial plants on display through-
out the nursery grounds.

 Simultaneously, trial plants are dis-
tributed to a select group of  industry 
experts throughout the country to har-
vest a broader understanding of  a plant’s 
performance and garden merit in other 
regions. In addition, propagation proto-
cols are developed and plants are tested 
for growth and uniformity in a nursery 
production environment. Though our 
system takes a relaxed approach, more 
than 90% of  the prospective new plants 
that enter the trials fail to meet our level 
of  expectations and as a result are not 
introduced as new cultivars. 

The lucky few that sail through the 
evaluation process are assigned a mar-
ketable and descriptive cultivar name 
that helps portray some of  the unique 
qualities of  the plant.  Selecting a suitable 
name can be as difficult as the rest of  the 
process and as a result we often beg for 
input from customers. Undoubtedly, a 
list of  witty, creative names is obtained. 
As we mull over names, sufficient plants 
are propagated and nursery stock is 
bulked up in anticipation of  a formal 
introduction. A comprehensive, techni-
cal description for the plant is written 
and published in a suitable trade pub-
lication such as American Nurseryman 
Magazine, The Combined Proceedings 

(continued on page 5) (continued on page 6)

Handbuild a Hypertufa Container 
Saturday, October 18, at 11:00 a.m.
Woodward Greenhouses, Chaplin

In this workshop, the first of  a two-part program, we will 
build and plant our own hypertufa containers. Hypertufa 
looks very much like limestone when cured and is far lighter 
than a terra cotta container, and better able to withstand harsh 
winter conditions. Though it may look like stone, hypertufa is 
very porous, so it is an ideal material for containers. Hypertufa 
planters were first popularized by rock gardeners who used 
them to grow alpine plants. But they make good homes for 
all kinds of  plants, from dwarf  conifers to succulents. 

The first program of  our workshop will focus on a morn-
ing of  fun spent creating our own hypertufa containers under 
the guidance of  Jeff  and Karen Woodward of  Woodward 
Greenhouses in Chaplin. They will supply all materials, gloves, 
and molds to make an 8-10" hypertufa container. Once  
complete, you will take your container home to cure for  
the winter.

By spring, the hypertufa container will be ready for use 
as the basis for creating an ever-changing piece of  unique 
garden art for your home and garden. And we will be ready 
for the follow-up workshop, when we can return with our 
containers and plant them with our choice of  a variety of  
plants from the Woodward Greenhouses. 

Educational Programs for Fall 2014

 Check out the Woodward Gardens website to see photos 
of  hypertufa planters at www.woodwardgreenhouses.com

You may attend one or both of  the workshops. Cost of  
the October workshop: $20.00 for CHS members, $25.00 
for nonmembers. Registration will be limited to 20 people. 
To register, call CHS office (860) 529-8713.   

  
Holiday Boxwood Topiary Workshop
First week of  December
Woodland Gardens, Manchester

Learn how to make a tabletop boxwood topiary decoration 
for the holidays in a workshop taught by Becky McRoberts 
and Bea Przysiecki of  the Glastonbury Garden Club. With 
the exception of  the finished container, all materials to com-
plete the project will be supplied. Beginning with a twisted 
twig secured in a plastic container, boxwood clippings are 
shaped, and then decorated with your choice of  ornaments 
and ribbon. You need bring only scissors and clippers. The 
finished ‘topiary’ will be a beautiful addition to your holiday 
decorations, and will last well into the New Year. This work-
shop will be easy, creative, and fun.

The holiday topiary workshop will be held the first week 
of  December at Woodland Gardens in Manchester. Look in 
the October newsletter for the exact date, time, and cost. We 
will be limited to 25 participants.  

 The results of  his efforts have led to 
numerous superior landscape plants that 
are markedly different than those seen in 
the wild. Selections now available repre-
sent a rainbow of  unique flower colors 
and patterns as well as a diversity of  
foliage, form and pest/disease resistance. 
This work is ongoing and will continue 
for years to come.  Recent breakthroughs 
in flower form and the length of  the 
flowering cycle have added some prime 
candidates to the trial process which will 
no doubt lead to superior selections in 
the near future.        

The Magic of  Mutations 
Sport Fishing is a fun and easy pastime 
that we rely on heavily to discover new 
plants. In this endeavor we’re not fishing 
for marlin or bluefish, but rather trying to 
catch natural mutations that arise in the 

pollination by selecting which parents 
will be involved in the seed development 
process. As an example, if  we wanted to 
develop a compact pink summersweet 
clethra, an approach we might take would 
be to utilize Clethra ‘Ruby Spice’ (a pink 
clethra) and Clethra ‘Sixteen Candles’ (a 
compact white clethra) as parents. The 
goal would be to cross pollinate flowers 
of  the parents with hope that one of  
their seedlings (children) would display 
the pink flowers from one parent with 
the compact habit from the other. In 
essence, we act as the bee in what would 
otherwise be a natural tactic.  

When parent plants mate successfully, 
viable seed will develop over the course 
of  the coming growing season. Seed is 
harvested at maturity and seedlings are 
then grown on and evaluated for unique-
ness. This approach has long been a 
hallmark of  new plant development and 
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allows us to combine or enhance supe-
rior genetic traits of  individual plants 
with greater predictability and regularity. 
The basis of  this approach harkens back 
to the classic work of  Gregor Mendel 
and his discovery of  the basic underlying 
principles of  heredity.  

At the nursery, a large amount of  our 
breeding work relates to the Connecticut 
state flower, Kalmia latifolia (Mountain 
Laurel). Much of  this work has been done 
by nursery owner, Dr. Richard Jaynes, as 
part of  his life-long passion and study of  
the genus. The results of  these efforts 
have led to the introduction of  more than 
25 superior mountain laurel cultivars that 
are decidedly different than those seen in 
the wild. Throughout his career Dr. Jaynes 
has been able to identify superior pedigree 
of  individual mountain laurel plants and 
utilize them as parents in the development 
of  new and unique cultivars. 

sea of  greenery that surrounds us in our 
daily lives. That is, we focus our attention 
on existing plants in the landscape and 
wilds and scan the vegetation for varia-
tion. These variations, or “sports” as we 
term them, arise as genetic “hiccups” in 
the tissues of  plants that lead to atypical 
appearance. Our search for them is not 
unlike a talent agent’s pursuit of  the next 
supermodel, though in our industry, the 
beauty queens can take on many forms 
including variegated leaves (those with 
white and green leaves), gold leaves or 
dwarf/congested growths within the 
canopy. With careful attention and a 
sound understanding of  the plant we’re 
looking at, the existence of  potential new 
plants becomes apparent. The source of  
these “hiccups” is still largely a mystery 
yet we jump for joy each time we stumble 
upon something with promise.     

Each sport, after successful propaga-
tion and proper testing, has the potential 
to become a new, distinct cultivar. Our 
vigilant and constant approach to this 
craft ranges from passively scanning 
our surroundings while out and about 
to slowly and systematically surveying 
a woodland in a grid-like pattern. Once 
discovered, sports are noted, flagged 
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the potential to become a new plant of its 
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and a suitable propagation protocol is 
identified. When necessary, permission is 
obtained from the owner and propagules 
are secured. Resulting plants are inte-
grated into our trials and evaluated for 
uniqueness and landscape functionality. 
A recent Broken Arrow Nursery intro-
duction that was discovered as a sport 
is Rubus cockburnianus ‘Razzle Dazzle’ 
(‘Razzle Dazzle’ Variegated Ghost 
Bramble). This arching shrub was initially 
discovered as a variegated branch sport 
with cream, pink and white leaves on an 
otherwise standard plant. The sport was 
propagated and underwent five years 
of  evaluations before being named and 
introduced as a new and distinct cultivar.   

Get It Through the Grapevine
Quite possibly the most productive and 
enjoyable approach we pull from our 
toolbox of  plant discovery techniques 
relies on our amazingly keen customers 
and a diverse network of  horticultural 
savvy friends that span the globe. More 
often than not, these indispensable folks 
alert us to a unique seedling or sport that 
has arisen in their garden or that has 
crossed their path. Once alerted, we work 
with the discoverer to develop a plan to 
propagate the plant and agree upon a trial 
and evaluation protocol. ‘Sunsplash’ win-
terberry holly (Ilex verticillata ‘Sunsplash’) 
is a successful example of  this process 
come full circle. Our friend and cus-
tomer John Dancher alerted us of  a gold-
splashed sport he discovered in a grove 
of  winterberry holly. We visited the site, 
observed the sport and confirmed its 
potential. In the ensuing months cuttings 
were secured, successfully propagated, 
and the resulting plants were integrated 
into our trials. After several years of  
evaluation the plant was formally named 
and introduced as a wonderfully distinct 
addition to the ornamental display of  this 
noteworthy species.   

Watch and Wait to Determine 
Whether a Plant Is Worthwhile
Though the discovery of  unique seed-
lings or sports is a rewarding pursuit, the 
process of  identifying and naming a new, 

worthy cultivar would not be complete 
without proper trial and evaluation. At 
Broken Arrow Nursery this process is 
fluid in that there is no set timeline or 
duration for the process, nor is there a 
rigorous set of  requirements that each 
and every plant must endure. Rather 
we generally take an informal approach 
in which plants are integrated into our 
display gardens or added into trial rows 
and tested for suitability to our regional 
environment. Data on growth rate, 
form, sun/shade tolerance, pest/disease 
tolerance, stability and general landscape 
functionality is gathered through the 
years. Informal input from customers is 
encouraged in the process through the 
solicitation of  opinions and ornamental 
value of  trial plants on display through-
out the nursery grounds.

 Simultaneously, trial plants are dis-
tributed to a select group of  industry 
experts throughout the country to har-
vest a broader understanding of  a plant’s 
performance and garden merit in other 
regions. In addition, propagation proto-
cols are developed and plants are tested 
for growth and uniformity in a nursery 
production environment. Though our 
system takes a relaxed approach, more 
than 90% of  the prospective new plants 
that enter the trials fail to meet our level 
of  expectations and as a result are not 
introduced as new cultivars. 

The lucky few that sail through the 
evaluation process are assigned a mar-
ketable and descriptive cultivar name 
that helps portray some of  the unique 
qualities of  the plant.  Selecting a suitable 
name can be as difficult as the rest of  the 
process and as a result we often beg for 
input from customers. Undoubtedly, a 
list of  witty, creative names is obtained. 
As we mull over names, sufficient plants 
are propagated and nursery stock is 
bulked up in anticipation of  a formal 
introduction. A comprehensive, techni-
cal description for the plant is written 
and published in a suitable trade pub-
lication such as American Nurseryman 
Magazine, The Combined Proceedings 

(continued on page 5) (continued on page 6)

Handbuild a Hypertufa Container 
Saturday, October 18, at 11:00 a.m.
Woodward Greenhouses, Chaplin

In this workshop, the first of  a two-part program, we will 
build and plant our own hypertufa containers. Hypertufa 
looks very much like limestone when cured and is far lighter 
than a terra cotta container, and better able to withstand harsh 
winter conditions. Though it may look like stone, hypertufa is 
very porous, so it is an ideal material for containers. Hypertufa 
planters were first popularized by rock gardeners who used 
them to grow alpine plants. But they make good homes for 
all kinds of  plants, from dwarf  conifers to succulents. 

The first program of  our workshop will focus on a morn-
ing of  fun spent creating our own hypertufa containers under 
the guidance of  Jeff  and Karen Woodward of  Woodward 
Greenhouses in Chaplin. They will supply all materials, gloves, 
and molds to make an 8-10" hypertufa container. Once  
complete, you will take your container home to cure for  
the winter.

By spring, the hypertufa container will be ready for use 
as the basis for creating an ever-changing piece of  unique 
garden art for your home and garden. And we will be ready 
for the follow-up workshop, when we can return with our 
containers and plant them with our choice of  a variety of  
plants from the Woodward Greenhouses. 

Educational Programs for Fall 2014

 Check out the Woodward Gardens website to see photos 
of  hypertufa planters at www.woodwardgreenhouses.com

You may attend one or both of  the workshops. Cost of  
the October workshop: $20.00 for CHS members, $25.00 
for nonmembers. Registration will be limited to 20 people. 
To register, call CHS office (860) 529-8713.   

  
Holiday Boxwood Topiary Workshop
First week of  December
Woodland Gardens, Manchester

Learn how to make a tabletop boxwood topiary decoration 
for the holidays in a workshop taught by Becky McRoberts 
and Bea Przysiecki of  the Glastonbury Garden Club. With 
the exception of  the finished container, all materials to com-
plete the project will be supplied. Beginning with a twisted 
twig secured in a plastic container, boxwood clippings are 
shaped, and then decorated with your choice of  ornaments 
and ribbon. You need bring only scissors and clippers. The 
finished ‘topiary’ will be a beautiful addition to your holiday 
decorations, and will last well into the New Year. This work-
shop will be easy, creative, and fun.

The holiday topiary workshop will be held the first week 
of  December at Woodland Gardens in Manchester. Look in 
the October newsletter for the exact date, time, and cost. We 
will be limited to 25 participants.  

 The results of  his efforts have led to 
numerous superior landscape plants that 
are markedly different than those seen in 
the wild. Selections now available repre-
sent a rainbow of  unique flower colors 
and patterns as well as a diversity of  
foliage, form and pest/disease resistance. 
This work is ongoing and will continue 
for years to come.  Recent breakthroughs 
in flower form and the length of  the 
flowering cycle have added some prime 
candidates to the trial process which will 
no doubt lead to superior selections in 
the near future.        

The Magic of  Mutations 
Sport Fishing is a fun and easy pastime 
that we rely on heavily to discover new 
plants. In this endeavor we’re not fishing 
for marlin or bluefish, but rather trying to 
catch natural mutations that arise in the 

pollination by selecting which parents 
will be involved in the seed development 
process. As an example, if  we wanted to 
develop a compact pink summersweet 
clethra, an approach we might take would 
be to utilize Clethra ‘Ruby Spice’ (a pink 
clethra) and Clethra ‘Sixteen Candles’ (a 
compact white clethra) as parents. The 
goal would be to cross pollinate flowers 
of  the parents with hope that one of  
their seedlings (children) would display 
the pink flowers from one parent with 
the compact habit from the other. In 
essence, we act as the bee in what would 
otherwise be a natural tactic.  

When parent plants mate successfully, 
viable seed will develop over the course 
of  the coming growing season. Seed is 
harvested at maturity and seedlings are 
then grown on and evaluated for unique-
ness. This approach has long been a 
hallmark of  new plant development and 
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, Sept. 18
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

As a little girl playing in the woods 
in upstate New York, Kristin 
Schleiter says she spent a lot of  

time rearranging the plants to make the 
woods look like she thought they should 
look. After stints in corporate publicity 
and marketing, a gig at Oliver’s Nursery 
in Fairfield, and a job as garden editor on 
Martha Stewart’s TV show, she’s back at 
it again. This time she’s got a much more 
public patch of  woodland to work on at 
the new Native Plant garden at the New 
York Botanical Garden.

As NYBG’s Curator of  Outdoor 
Gardens and Herbaceous Collections, 
Kristen takes a big-picture view of  the 
garden’s newest display, the Native Plant 
Garden which opened in May 2013. It’s a 
vista she shares enthusiastically, which she 
will do in September at the CHS monthly 
meeting.  Kristin will impart the Native 
Plant Garden’s mission by showing that it 
is possible to create a beautiful garden us-
ing solely native plants. The idea of  both 
the garden and her talk, Kristin says, is 
to teach people that native plants are not 
messy weeds. “We want to show our visi-
tors that their idea of  a beautiful garden 
can be accomplished with native plants,” 
Kristin says. “I think this garden does it.” 

The New York Botanical Garden’s 
native plant showcase is perhaps uniquely 
suited to show the beauty and utility of  
natives. Culturally speaking, it has every 
kind of  biome from sunny wetland to 
dry shade, with sections of  it set amid 
a woodlands populated with towering 
trees. And one of  the primary goals in the 
Oehme van Sweden-designed garden, she 
says, is simply to be beautiful. 

Kristin would know about beautiful 
gardens. After studying Industrial and 
Labor Relations at Cornell, she went 
to work in various publicity, advertis-
ing and marketing pursuits. When she 
dropped out of  the rat race, those skills 
helped her get a job at Oliver’s Nursery 
in Fairfield, at which point her lifelong 

love of  plants and gardening kicked into 
high gear-she could help them develop 
their catalog and market the nursery, 
and could, in turn, learn from a group 
of  coworkers who, she says, really knew 
their stuff  and liked to teach. Some of  
the nursery’s clients included Martha 
Stewart and some of  the designers and 
gardeners who worked with her. One 
thing led to another, and soon followed 
a stint working for a high-end garden 
designer in Fairfield County and a year 
spent as garden editor on Martha Stew-
arts TV show, “Martha Stewart Living.”

Eventually Kristin, who lives in Fair-
field with her husband and two daughters, 
decided she was less interested in making 
fancy gardens for wealthy clients than she 
was in doing something more meaning-
ful. And so she soon found herself  at the 
New York Botanical Garden, allied with 
its mission to teach and inspire the public.    

It is inspiring indeed to listen to 
Kristin’s rapturous descriptions of  the 
native plant garden. The garden, she 
says, looks lovely from spring, when the 
massive trees rise from a foamy carpet 
of  tiarellas studded with trilliums, lady’s 
slippers, twin leaf  may apples and more, 
to fall, when, Kristin says, “We have fall 
color you wouldn’t believe.”

Even this challenging time of  year, 
late summer, sees the garden in full 

splendor, with a meadow billowing with 
grasses and punctuated by liatris, Joe-
Pye weed, goldenrod, black-eyed susans, 
asters and more, all moving and swaying 
with every breeze. The scene practically 
swarms with birds and pollinators.

One of  the big surprises the garden 
presented was how much life there was 
beyond the plants themselves.

“As soon as we finished the water fea-
ture and put plants in, the next day there 
were dragonflies,” Kristin says. Now 
there are more than you can count, she 
says, and their nymphs are crawling up the 
grasses. Frogs arrived almost immediately, 
as did a great blue heron. Birds can be 
seen daily taking baths in a rill running 
through part of  the garden.   

“I was surprised to see the breadth 
of  wildlife here in the Bronx, just waiting 
for a sanctuary,” she says. “They found it 
here at the garden.”

The other thing found at the garden 
is inspiration, which Kristin will share in 
her talk, which will feature showy native 
plants and design ideas for using them, 
all illustrated in vivid photography by Ivo 
Vermeulen, NYBG’s staff  photographer. 
Join us Thursday, September 18 at 7 p.m. 
and go native.   

A Native Plants Garden for the 21st Century   
Sept 18 - Speaker Kristin Schleiter

New York Botanical Garden

Kristin Schleiter

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the October issue is September 15. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

East Meets West at Broken  
Arrow Nursery
It’s astounding how many native North 
American plant species have close cous-
ins native to Japan. Sunday, September 
28th Broken Arrow Nursery Manager 
Andy Brand and Sales Manager Chris 
Koppel will compare and contrast mem-
bers of  a variety of  plant genera native 
to both countries to determine which 
country might be the undisputed cham-
pion of  the plant world, U.S.A. or Japan. 
Come join in the fun and learn about the 
difference within individual plant genera 
that are shared by these two countries of  
great horticultural prominence. Event, 
which will run from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., at 
the Broken Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken 
Arrow Road, Hamden, Conn.; cost $15; 
registration is required. Visit www.bro-
kenarrownursery.com; or call Broken 
Arrow (203) 288-1026.  

Invasive Plants symposium  
at UCONN
The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working 
Group will host ‘Invasive Plants 2014: 
Where Are We Now?’, a symposium to 
be held at the UConn Student Union in 
Storrs, Conn. on Tuesday, October 7, 
2014 from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. People 
with all levels of  interest and experience 
are invited to attend. The keynote ad-
dress will be given by Dr. Sarah Reichard, 
Professor and Director of  the University 
of  Washington Botanic Gardens, who 
will present, ‘Five-year Target:  A down-
to-earth vision bridging policy, research 
and management’. Additional presen-
tations will include legislative updates 
from the Invasive Plants Council, tips 
for successful invasive plant manage-
ment projects, and alternative plants for 
improving gardens. Research posters, an 
invasive plant identification area and oth-
er educational exhibits will be featured 
throughout the day.  The registration fee 
includes parking and lunch.

Attendees are advised to register early 

as the last symposium had record atten-
dance and sold out with 475 attendees. 
Early registration costs $45; application 
must be postmarked or completed online 
by September 8; regular registration will 
be $55, or, for students, $25 (must bring 
current ID). For full program informa-
tion, and to register visit http://cipwg.
uconn.edu/2014-symposium/

For additional information, please 
contact Donna Ellis at (860) 486-6448; 
donna.ellis@uconn.edu.

Sculpted Daylily Lecture
The Connecticut Daylily Society kicks 
off  its 2014-2015 program series on Sat-
urday, September 13 with a presentation 
by Charmaine Rich of  East Thetford, 
Vermont titled ‘Winter…and the 4th of  
July’. Charmaine is an expert and author 
of  numerous scientific articles on the 
sculpted daylily form and her own hybrid-
izing program focuses on the exciting 
frontier of  sculpted daylilies. Her very 
USDA Hardiness Zone 4B daylilies are 
well suited for Connecticut’s zone 5 or 
milder gardens, and can be viewed on her 
website www.holdnheavendaylilies.com.

Social hour at this free event starts at 
noon. Charmaine Rich’s program will be-
gin at 1:30 p.m. The society’s meeting are 
held at the Avon Senior Center, located at 
the Sycamore Hills Recreation Center, 635 
West Avon Road (Rt. 167) at the junction 
of  Sycamore and Scoville roads. Further 
information and detailed directions can 
be found on the Society’s website, www.
ctdaylily.com/CDS.html or on http://
ctdaylilysociety.wordpress.com.

Learn About Gardening with the 
Federated Garden Clubs 
Learn about botany, houseplants, or-
chids, plant propagation and more at the 
Federated Garden Clubs of  Connecticut, 
Inc.’s Gardening Study School, Tuesday, 
September 23 - Thursday, September 25, 
2014. The full course will cost $110; at-
tendance for a single day will be $50; you 
do not need to be a garden club member 

to attend. Classes will be held at The 
Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby. 
For more information or to register, visit 
www.ctgardenclubs.org 

UConn 2014 Master  
Composter Program
Almost 25% of  household waste can be 
recycled through composting. The pur-
pose of  the Master Composter program 
is to educate and train residents about 
the basics of  small scale composting. 
In exchange for the training, volunteers 
will pass their knowledge on to others 
through outreach activities such as talks, 
demonstrations, tabling at events, provid-
ing promotional activities, working with 
schools or community gardens and the 
like. Master Gardener classes will be held 
primarily at the Bartlett Arboretum start-
ing Saturday, October 4th and running 5 
consecutive Saturdays. The cost of  the 
program is $100. The Master Composter 
brochure and registration is available at 
www.ladybug.uconn.edu or call (860) 486-
4274 for more information.

of  the International Plant Propagators’ 
Society or Hort Science and the plant 
is registered with the proper governing 
body. Concurrently the description is 
integrated into the newest version of  the 
Broken Arrow Nursery catalog and the 
plant is made available to our customers.  

Seeing this highly rewarding process 
from start to finish is one of  the most 
satisfying parts of  our profession. Giv-
ing enjoyment to others through plant 
discovery and introduction is both 
tremendously satisfying and a limitless 
source of  motivation to carry on sowing 
seeds, exploring the wilds, and convers-
ing with plant people.  

Adam Wheeler is the Propagation and 
Plant Development Manager at Broken 
Arrow Nursery in Hamden.

Plant Genesis, from page 5      

•  •  •
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends,

I come to you with good tidings of  the year to come 
at CHS—and good reasons to renew your membership 
with us.  

As we embark on this our 128th year, it is important 
to acknowledge that we stand stable and committed to 
encouraging the art and science of  horticulture in our state. 
We have an upstanding reputation and balanced finances. 
We have weathered tough endowment performance years 
without becoming financially irresponsible. Very impor-
tantly, we have kept our promise to the future through 
more than 55 years of  providing scholarship to select students of  horticulture. 

Why has the Connecticut Horticultural Society thrived? Our membership base 
crosses all manner of  gardeners: professional, novice, nurserymen, accomplished 
specialists, certified masters, designers, keepers, travelers, and armchair garden lovers! 
This diversity keeps us vital and able to attract the first rate speakers who highlight 
our monthly programs. Our membership mix gives us access to material for the fund-
raising auctions that support our scholarship program. It gives us a mix of  talented 
volunteers, in and outside of  horticulture, who sit as directors on our board and as 
chairs of  our committees. Across time, we are a frugal, hard working, ‘can do’ bunch 
who share our time and money for the society’s educational mission. Thank you being 
a part of  it. I am humbled by your loyalty and I am honored to have served as your 
president the last two years.   

This year we are sending both electronic and paper reminders for your membership 
renewal. Many of  you let us know you missed having that tactile, printed-on-paper 
reminder about renewing—so here it is. You can renew online (soon, we still working 
on the technology), through a link in the letter treasurer Ken Stubenrauch will send 
to your email, or you can bring your renewal to September’s meeting, or send it to 
the Rocky Hill office with your check. So many choices! 

I’d just like to add that I have always felt the society belongs to us. It will con-
tinue to thrive as long as each of  us gives what we can—especially an hour here and 
there to help lighten the load for our committees. Please make this the year you help 
maintain our organization by volunteering as little as a single evening with us. That 
effort of  yours helps us put resources where absolutely necessary—and keeps us, as 
I always say, “the best gardening bargain in New England.”

Nancy B.

Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

fax: (860) 563-2217
email: connhort@gmail.com

website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Steve Silk
CHS Director of  Communications

74 Prattling Pond Road
Farmington, CT 06032

news@cthort.org

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business & Organization ................ $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the extent 
permitted under Section 170 of  the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code. Reproduction 
of  the CHS Newsletter in whole or part 
without prior permission is prohibited.  
© Copyright 2014

Philadelphia Flower Show  “Lights, Camera, Bloom”
The Barnes Foundation

Sunday, March 1 – Monday, March 2, 2015  
downtown Philadelphia. Welcome dinner 
tonight at the Chart House Restaurant 
overlooking the Delaware River at Penn’s 
Landing. Menu: mixed greens salad, 
entrée choice of  grilled Atlantic salmon, 
Chicken Romano or short ribs, bread, 
beverage and of  course the Chart House 
Famous Mud Pie for dessert. Bon appétit!  

Day 2: Following a hot, deluxe continen-
tal breakfast we’re off  to the fabulous 
Philadelphia Flower Show—“Lights, 
Camera, Bloom.” The magic of  the sil-
ver screen comes to Philadelphia when 
Hollywood is presented in bold, beautiful 
style. Large-scale displays by the world’s 
leading floral and landscape designers 
will tip their hat to beloved cinema scenes 
at America’s largest horticultural event 
which attracts 250,000 guests each year. 
Travel the yellow brick road to the shim-
mering Emerald City. Swing through the 
trees as the heroic Tarzan of  the Apes. 
Splash down the street while “Singin’ in 

Day 1: Depart aboard our deluxe mo-
torcoach as we head off  for our annual 
CHS Philadelphia 

Flower Show trip! Our first stop will be 
the highly anticipated reopened Barnes 

Foundation, established by Albert C. 
Barnes in 1922 to “promote the advance-
ment of  education and the appreciation 
of  the fine arts and horticulture.” It holds 
one of  the finest collections of  Post-
Impressionist and early modern paintings 
with extensive works by Renoir, Cézanne, 
Matisse, and Picasso, as well as American 
masters Charles Demuth, William Glack-
ens, and Maurice Prendergast, old master 
paintings, important examples of  African 
sculpture and Native American ceram-
ics, jewelry and textiles, and more. The 
collection is displayed in 12,000 square 
feet of  exhibition space that replicates 
the scale, proportion, and configuration 
of  the original galleries in Merion, PA. 
Overnight accommodations at the Holi-
day Inn Express Midtown in the heart of  

the Rain.” The garden and floral design-
ers will show that horticultural design is 
itself  a form of  art. This show is sure to 
be amazing!
Cost: Members $389 per person; $449 
per person single. Nonmembers add $50. 
Deposit: $100 per person due with reser-
vation to secure your space—but prior to 
October 15, 2014. Final payment: due 
by January 16, 2015. Includes deluxe mo-
tor coach, one night hotel, tax, baggage, 
dinner, and hot continental breakfast, flower 
show admission, sightseeing per itinerary, 
driver gratuity, and $25 per person donation 
to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson. Depar-
ture location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford (cars may be 
parked here for the duration of trip). Make 
checks payable to: CHS. Mail to: Friendship 
Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT 
06002. Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630. 
Tours can now be booked and paid for 
online, visit http://www.friendshiptours.net 
and click on CHS Tours.

The Gardens of New York City   
Wave Hill * Brooklyn Botanic Garden * The High Line * New York Botanical Garden   

2 nights at the Millennium Broadway * Optional Broadway Show!
Wednesday, October 17 – Friday, October 19, 2014   

afternoon we tour the High Line, a park 
created from the former raised railway 
and modeled after the “Promenade 
Plantee” in Paris. The High Line will be 
in bloom with fall flowers and plants 
chosen for their hardiness, sustainability, 
textural and color variation, with a focus 
on native species. Evening at leisure, or 
to enjoy an optional Broadway show, 
contact Brenda at Friendship Tours (800) 
243-1630 for pricing and to reserve tick-
ets to the show of  your choice.

Day 3: We embark on a guided tour 
through New York Botanical Garden, 
the largest botanic garden in any city 
in the United States. We will see mag-
nificent chrysanthemums—Kiku in 
Japanese—trained to grow in a mesmer-
izing variety of  shapes and styles, as well 

Day 1: Depart aboard our deluxe mo-
torcoach for our Gardens of  New York 
City weekend getaway! Our first des-
tination will be the lovely Wave Hill, a 
28-acre public garden and cultural center 
overlooking the Hudson River. Enjoy 
the beauty of  its gardens, landscapes, 
and magnificent views on a guided tour 
before lunch on our own at the newly 
renovated Café. We then depart for the 
Millennium Broadway Hotel, in the heart 
of  New York City just steps from Times 
Square and dinner in the theatre district 
at Brazil Brazil Restaurant.

Day 2: This morning enjoy a guided 
tour of  the 52-acre Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, known for its specialty “gardens 
within the Garden”, plant collections, 
and the Steinhardt Conservatory. This 

as some of  Conservatory’s permanent 
collections. Time for lunch on your own 
in the café and a visit to the gift shop 
before heading home.
Cost: Members $895 per person; $1,264 
per person, single. Nonmembers add $50. 
Space is still available, please call or book 
online ASAP. Includes deluxe motorcoach, 
two nights hotel, tax, baggage, one dinner, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver and tour 
director gratuity, $45 per person donation 
to CHS. Departure location: Emanuel 
Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West 
Hartford (cars may be parked here for the 
duration of trip). Make checks payable 
to CHS. Mail to: Friendship Tours, 705 
Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT 06002. 
Questions? Barbara, Friendship Tours (860) 
243-1630 or (800) 243-1630. Tours can 
now be booked and paid for online, visit 
http://www.friendshiptours.net and click 
on CHS Tours.



Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
HARTFORD, CT
PERMIT #2346

      

New Plant Genesis
How New-to-Horticulture Plants Are Discovered, Evaluated, and Brought to Market

by Adam Wheeler
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Mon., Sept. 15 – Deadline for CHS 

Newsletter submissions

Wed., Sept. 17 – Education 
Committee meeting education 
committe meeting, 7 p.m.,  
Rocky Hill

Thurs., Sept. 18 – Program Meeting 
with Kristin Schleiter, 7 p.m.,  
West Hartford 

Thurs., Oct. 3 – Board Meeting, 
7 p.m., Rocky Hill Plant geeks excited (okay, 

obsessed) for new and 
exciting plants drive the 

vision and mission of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery. The pursuit of  
great plants and the opportunity 
to propagate, grow and provide 
them is a true passion. Through 
the years we’ve made the most 
of  a diversity of  techniques to 
acquire and develop a constant 
supply of  these botanical trea-
sures. Each growing season, these 
tricks-of-the-trade allow us to 
offer some of  the world’s best 
plants to garden enthusiasts. Here 
are some of  the strategies, tech-
niques, and efforts we undertake 
to find and develop these rela-
tively new-to-horticulture plants 
and some of  the methods used to 
evaluate these exceptional plants 
and to bring them to market.   

Take Advantage of  Natural Variation
Mother Nature has an amazing knack for developing her 
own special diversity through natural seed development 
and often, it simply takes the keen eyes of  an observer to 
recognize standout or distinct individuals within a class of  
freshly germinated seedlings. The natural variation born out 
of  open pollinated seed germination is a favorite technique 
for discovering new plants. 

In some instances, these unique plants become obvious 
immediately upon their emergence from the soil while oth-
ers show their distinctive qualities years later. Each growing 
season brings new opportunity for evaluation and we are 
constantly on the lookout for unique seedlings that standout 
in our propagation flats, pop up in the display gardens beneath 
established specimens, or cross our path in the wild. 

Once prospects are identified, they are flagged, trans-

Come join the fun at the CHS 
Fall Auction and Plant Sale, 
Friday, September 26, at TAC 

(Tolland County Agriculture Center) 
in Vernon, CT.  

We anticipate both entertainment 
and education from our fabulous 
auctioneers, who will likely include 
Adam Wheeler and Chris Koppel 
from Broken Arrow, John O’Brien 
from O’Brien Nurserymen, and Kevin 
Wilcox from Silver Spring Nursery. 
We are still working on a surprise 
guest. Those nurseries, and others, will 
be bringing top quality and unusual 
plants for us. And our members will 
bring great plants for both the auction 
and the sale tables. The plant table 
viewing will be at 6:30 p.m. with the 
sale beginning promptly at 7 p.m. The 
auction will follow at 7:15 p.m.  

You can help support the auction 
in myriad ways. You can buy plants! 

You can ask your local, favorite 
nursery to contribute, or you can 
bring plants from your own garden. 
Donations are tax deductible and we 
can provide a receipt for their/your 
records (It helps if  you include a list 
of  donated material with the donor’s 
name and address).  

Bringing donations early helps a 
lot. Someone will be at the TAC by 
4:30 p.m. to accept plants and set up. 
If  you need help getting your dona-
tions to the auction, or if  you can 
help in any way, please let us know. 
Starting at 4:30 p.m., we need help 
setting up tables and chairs. We need 
volunteers with knowledge of  peren-
nials, houseplants, tropicals, shrubs, 
and trees to help tag donations from 
4:30 - 6:45 p.m. We need runners to 
deliver plants to bidders, and we can 
use help for about 15 minutes after 
the auction to clean up.  

Check the CHS website to see 
what nurseries need contacting. Best 
to do that in two steps: First, go and 
present the request, then return later 
to actually collect the donated mate-
rial–often the person who will make 
the decisions about donating will not 
be available the first time you visit. 
Email me with any nursery(ies) that 
you will visit. 

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion please call Leslie Shields at (860) 
747-8175. You can also email Leslie 
at selchie1@comcast.net. 

Directions to TAC: The Tolland 
Agricultural Center (TAC) is off  I-84 
in Vernon. Take exit 67. From 84 east-
bound, turn left off  the exit or from 
84 westbound turn right. At first traffic 
light turn right onto Route 30 (Hyde 
Ave.). The Center is on the right just 
past the Rockville bank.

—Leslie Shields

Make a Bid to be Part of the CHS Fall Auction, Friday, September 26

The unique pink color of Pink Satin Beaked Stewartia (Stewartia 
rostrata ‘Pink Satin’) originated as a result of natural seedling 
variation. The chance seedling was discovered in a row of field 
grown nursery stock at Broken Arrow Nursery. 

Photo by Adam Wheeler

planted, and eventually integrated 
into our evaluation trials so we 
can further assess their merit. 
Stewartia rostrata ‘Pink Satin’ (Pink 
Satin Beaked Stewartia) is a good 
example of  this process come 
to fruition.  This soft, shell-pink 
flowering selection of  this typi-
cally white flowering specimen 
tree was discovered at the nursery 
as a chance seedling in a row of  
field grown nursery stock. The 
original plant was more than 
eight feet tall when it first flow-
ered and revealed its unique floral 
qualities. Continued evaluation 
and propagation for five years 
following the initial discovery 
allowed us to develop a propaga-
tion protocol and to gain a better 
understanding of  its growth, 
uniqueness and market potential. 
It took 12 years after that first 
seed’s germination for the plant 

to be formally named and introduced as a new selection.    

Control Parentage to Breed Your Own
Another approach we often utilize takes the variation inherent 
in seedlings a step further by integrating classical breeding 
techniques into the process. In this procedure we control 



The gifted gardeners, designers, 
and plantspeople who deliver 
educational and entertaining 

slide-illustrated lectures highlight our 
monthly meetings. All of  these speakers 
are people with outstanding expertise in 
some aspect of  horticulture and all have 
special insights to impart.

This year’s roster:

Kristin Schleiter, “A Native Plants 
Garden for the 21st Century”
Thursday, September 18
In 2013, the New York Botanical Garden 
inaugurated a spectacular, 3.5 acre new 
Native Plant Garden that dazzles the 
visitor with plantings of  100,000 native 
trees, wildflowers, ferns, and grasses. Its 
four-season drifts of  color and texture 
showcase not only the individual beauty 
of  our North American native plant 
species, they demonstrate—in expertly 
composed borders and beds—the lead-
ing role these plants can take in the culti-
vated landscape. Furnished with recycled 
materials—even the water that fills the 
230-foot-long pool and waterfall is col-
lected storm water naturally filtered by 
aquatic plantings—this garden is a testa-
ment to sustainability as well as beauty.

Lee Reich, “Pomona’s Secrets: 
Unusual, Easy-to-grow Fruits for 
Northeast Gardens”  
The Lois and Herbert Isaacson Endowed 
Lecture, First Annual
Thursday, October 23  
(4th Thursday of  the Month)
In a reprise of  his most popular pro-
gram, Lee Reich will offer tastings of  
cold-hardy, delectable, pest-free fruits 
harvested from his own garden, while 
offering his expert insights about how 
to make your own landscape equally 
fruitful.  Meet the pawpaw, the medlar, 
Nanking cherry, and persimmon, and a 
fruitbowl full of  other treats easily grown 
in Connecticut gardens. 

Kristine Boys, “Creating  
a Native Lawn”  
Thursday, November 20
Over the last 6 years, Kristine Boys of  
Cornell University’s Mundy Wildflower 
Garden has been harvesting seeds from 

the wild to create a biodiverse, sustain-
able lawn of  native grasses and wildflow-
ers that nurtures pollinators and wildlife 
while pleasing the eye with bloom. Best 
of  all, it flourishes with only one or 
two mowings a year. Kristine Boys is 
making history within the ecologically 
oriented gardening community with her 
development of  a revolutionary model 
of  flowering, native turf; she brings to 
us cutting edge research from one of  
our foremost horticultural institutions.

Karen Bussolini,  “What Photogra-
phy Can Teach You About Garden 
Design: Framing Views, Working 
with Textures, and More” 
Thursday, January 15
We all use our cameras to save memories 
of  others’ gardens—but we can benefit 
as much or more by turning a photo-
graphic eye to our own horticultural cre-
ations. Renowned garden photographer 
Karen Bussolini explains how the cam-
era’s impartial eye can help us compose 
and frame views, while teaching us about 
aesthetic elements such as mass, light, 
textures and point of  view. A commit-
ment to seeing well is essential to creat-
ing compelling photographic images, of  
course, but it can be just as fundamental 
to creating compelling gardens.

Kerry Mendez, “The Right-Size 
Flower Garden: Simplify Your 
Outdoor Space with Smart Design 
Solutions and Plant Choices”  
Thursday, February 19
As Americans grow ever busier, and all 
of  us grow older, we look for ways to 
reduce our gardening chores without 
sacrificing beauty and diversity.  Peren-
nials expert Kerry Mendez shares her 
new guide to tried and true plants she has 
found to provide the maximum impact 
for minimal input. 

Louis Bauer, “Edible Ornamentals: 
Enhance the Garden Using Plants 
That Taste as Good as They Look”   
Thursday, March 19
Louis Bauer is a horticulturist whose 
work as the head of  various public 
gardens has made him a leader in his 
field; he is doing things at Wave Hill to 

CHS Calendar of Speakers for 2014-15 Programs
enhance its reputation as the country’s 
best public garden. The 28-acre Bronx 
beauty, one of  the most exciting and in-
novative public gardens in America, has 
long been famous for the striking and 
imaginative ways in which edible crops 
are integrated into its elegant ornamental 
displays. Louis Bauer, who began his 
career as a gardener at Wave Hill and 
recently returned as its Horticultural 
Director, will discuss eclectic techniques 
he helped to pioneer with the legendary 
Marco Polo Stufano.

Robert Herman, “Garden Design 
and Plant Selection by Habitat: 
Making the Most of  Your Site”    
Thursday, April 16
For generations Americans have looked 
to England for horticultural inspiration; 
Robert Herman urges us to broaden our 
view to include the revolutionary—and 
ravishing—style of  perennial plant  
design coming out of  continental  
Europe. Designing and planting by 
habitat in the continental style combines 
robust, low maintenance plants ideally 
suited to each growing situation; the 
result is enhanced sustainability as well 
as a more natural aesthetic. Concrete ex-
amples of  different habitats and specific 
plant combinations suited to each will 
be provided.

Jan Johnsen, “Serenity by  
Design: Creating a Relaxing  
Outdoor Space” 
Thursday, May 21
We all crave a serene haven outdoors 
where we can simply relax and enjoy 
the moment, asserts landscape designer 
Jan Johnsen, and in this talk the award 
winning speaker, writer, television and 
radio host details how to transform this 
desire into reality.  This lushly illustrated 
seminar shares intriguing ideas for cre-
ating simplicity, sanctuary and delight 
in a garden, and explores ways you can 
use the ‘power of  place’, the layout of  
your garden, the cardinal directions, and 
color to create a landscape that elevates 
your mood and increases your sense  
of  well-being. 

Landscape Robert Adzema—
“Designing the Light: Using Sun 
Dials and a Sense of  Place to 
Understand the Play of  Sunlight in 
Your Garden” 
Thursday, June 18
Sculptor and plein air landscape painter 
Robert Adzema has spent a lifetime 
pursuing the beauty of  sunlight. For his 

Businesses Offering 10 Percent Discount To CHS Members
Please show your membership card before transactions begin.

Please assume your  
discount applies to non-sale 
plant material items.

Better Stones
200 Tolland St. 
East Hartford 06108 
(860) 289-1414, betterstones.com     

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10) 
Weatogue 06089 
(860) 651-8555

Bosco’s Garden Center  
& Landscaping
1376 Hopmeadow St. 
Simsbury 06070  
(860) 658-2428

Botticello Farms
209 Hillstown Road 
Manchester 06040 
(860) 649-2462

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Road 
Hamden 06518  
(203) 288-1026

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center 
416 Park Road 
West Hartford 06110  
(860) 561-2148 

Cricket Hill Garden/Peony Heaven
670 Walnut Hill Road 
Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042

Cropley’s Garden Center  
& Landscaping 
1262 Boston Turnpike 
Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364

Edmondson’s Farm  
Gift Shop & Florist
Route 44, Coventry 06238 
(860) 742-6124

Gotta’s Farm
661 Glastonbury Turnpike 
Portland 06480 
(860) 342-1844  
(discount on plants only)

Harken’s Garden Center
287 Route 5 
East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806 
(discount on plants only)

Hop River Nursery
251 Hop River Road (Rte. 6) 
Bolton 06043 
(860) 645-9999

Larson’s Garden Center
26 Covey Road 
Burlington 06013 
(860) 675-0510

Moscarillo’s
2600 Albany Ave. 
West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487  
10% on plant material only

Natureworks
518 Forest Road 
Northford 06472 
(203) 484-2748 
http://naturework.com/

O’Brien Nurserymen
40 Wells Road 
Granby 06035 
(860) 653-0163

Riverside Nursery  
& Garden Center
56 River Road (Rte. 179) 
(P.O. Box 435) 
Collinsville 06022 
(860) 693-2285 
www.riversidenursery-ct.com

(continued on next page)

Speakers, from previous page     

Scott’s Orchard & Nursery
1838 New London Tpke. 
Glastonbury 06033 
(860) 633-8681

Stone Post Gardens
1185 Randolph Road 
Middletown 06457 
(860) 343-0360

The Garden Barn Nursery  
& Landscaping
228 West St. 
Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291 

The Variegated Foliage Nursery
245 Westford Road 
Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951

Twombly Nursery
163 Barn Hill Road 
Monroe 06468  
(203) 261-2133

Warner Nursery & Garden Center
76 Riverside Road 
Simsbury 06070  
(860) 651-0204

Woodland Gardens
168 Woodland St. 
Manchester 06040 
(860) 643-8474 
www.woodlandgardensct.com

Woodland Trails  
Wildflower Nursery 
32 Ashford Road 
Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300

sun-specific sculptures, he combines 
astronomical expertise with aesthetic 
vision to create monumental one-of-
a-kind, site specific sundials that serve 
not only to mark the time but also to 
connect their place on the earth with the 
alignment of  the sun and stars overhead. 
For gardeners, he offers a profound 

understanding of  sunlight and exposure 
far advanced beyond the customary 
horticultural “sunny” vs. “shade”;  learn 
how to read what the sun will be doing 
in the different areas of  your landscape 
every hour of  every day and throughout 
the seasons.  

–Tom Christopher
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It’s Time to Renew Your Membership  
in the Connecticut Horticultural Society

Dear Gardening Friends,
It is with great hope that you are enjoying summer 
days visiting with nature that I come to you with 

good tidings of  the upcoming year at CHS—and with great 
reasons to renew your membership with us.  

As we embark on this our 128th year, it is important to 
acknowledge that we stand stable and committed to encourag-
ing the art and science of  horticulture in our state. We have 
an upstanding reputation and balanced finances. We have 
weathered tough endowment performance years without 
becoming financially irresponsible. Very importantly, we have 
kept our promise to the future through more than 55 years of  
providing scholarships to selected students of  horticulture. 

Why has the Connecticut Horticultural Society thrived as 
others have not? Our membership base includes all manners 
of  gardeners: professional, novice, nurserymen, accomplished 
specialists, certified masters, designers, keepers, travelers, and 
armchair garden lovers! It is this diversity that keeps us vital 
and able to connect with the first rate speakers who highlight 
our monthly programs. It is this mix that gives us access to 
material for the fundraising auctions that support our scholar-
ship program. Volunteers in and out of  horticulture, who sit as 
directors on our board and as chairs of  our committees who 
have consistently cared for the well being of  the society. It is 
because, across time, we are a frugal, hard working, ‘can do’ 
bunch who share our time and money to further the society’s 
educational mission. Thank you for being a part of  it. Whether 
you are a first year member like Theresa Mroczkowski or 30 
year members like the Adams family, the society benefits today 
from the fellowship and efforts of  all its members over these 

• 9 Monthly meetings with national, regional, local 
gardening specialists

• Member discount on education workshops, 
symposiums, and special CHS events

• 10 Newsletters full of  the latest gardening advice

• Reduced travel pricing for local, national, and 
international tours

• 10% discount at selected nurseries

• Advance email notification of  all CHS events

• Opportunities to socialize and network with other 
horticultural enthusiasts

• Free access to CHS library

• Horticulture magazine subscription at 67% cost 
savings

128 years. I am humbled by your loyalty and I am honored to 
have served as your president the last two years.   

This year we are sending both electronic and paper remind-
ers for your membership renewal. Many of  you let us know 
you missed having that tactile (paper) reminder to renew—so 
here it is. You can renew online (soon, we are still working 
on the technology) through a link in the letter treasurer Ken 
Stubenrauch sends to your email, or you can bring your re-
newal to September’s meeting, or send it to the Rocky Hill 
office with your check. So many choices! 

To reinforce your decision to ‘re-up’, I asked various direc-
tors and chairs to weigh in on the programs and events that 
make your membership such a value and to preview upcom-
ing offerings. Mentions of  some of  our upcoming events are 
included in the newsletter.

I’d just like to add that I have always felt the society belongs 
to us. It will continue to thrive as long as each of  us gives what 
we can—especially an hour here and there to help lighten the 
load for our committees. Please make this the year you help 
maintain our organization by volunteering as little as a single 
evening with us. That effort of  yours helps us put resources 
where absolutely necessary—and keeps us what I have always 
said CHS is: “the best gardening bargain in New England.”

I wish you a fruitful harvest and look forward to seeing you 
in September. In the meantime—don’t forget the sunscreen.

Nancy B.

Sustain and Enhance  
Your Support of  CHS:

Your donation above basic dues make 
our educational offerings stronger—
Please choose to make additional con-
tributions at a higher level. Those who 
join as a Dream Designer ($500); Plant 
Expert, ($250); or Garden Builder ($125) 
will receive:
• All Basic Membership Benefits
• A dinner ticket to a CHS pre-meeting 

supper with our speaker
• Two $10 member discount tickets to 

Education Workshops
• Reusable CHS garden tote

CHS is 128 years old
We have 800-plus members

Please select your membership level:

	 n Individual ................................................ $45 n Senior Individual (65+) ........................... $40

	 n Family .................................................... $65 n Senior Family (65+) ................................ $60

	 n 30 under 30 ........................................... $30 n	Student (full-time with valid ID)............FREE

 n Business ................................................ $70 

 n Sustaining:   n $500 Dream Designer    n $250 Plant Expert    n $125 Garden Builder

Memberships Run From September 1, 2014 to August 31, 2015

 I am interested in helping with (select all that apply):

	 n Plant Auctions n Education n Symposium

	 n Awards/Scholarships n Membership n Office

	 n Flower Show n Hospitality - Meetings n Library

 n Newsletter/Publicity n Meeting Greeter n Planned Giving

Please return your membership form and dues check to  
the CHS office or pay online at www.cthort.org

Your membership includes:




