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Indoor Seed Starting Made Easy
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Mon., Feb. 6 – Deadline for March 

newsletter

Thurs., Feb. 5 – CHS Board Meeting, 
7 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Wed. Feb. 11 – Education Committee 
Meeting, 7 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Thurs., Feb. 19 – Speaker Kerry 
Mendez presents “Right-Sizing the 
Perennial Garden”

Thurs., Feb 19-22 – CT Flower Show

Mon. March 30 – Nominations due 
for Service Awards & Gustav A. L. 
Mehlquist Award

Many gardeners grew up watch-
ing mother or dad purchasing 
starts of  tomatoes, peppers or 

squash at the nursery or grocery store 
and are intimidated at the thought of  
raising plants indoors starting from seed, 
but it really isn’t hard to do, provided 
basic requirements are met. 

Why grow your own? Mostly, for avid 
gardeners, it’s just fun! But there are 
practical motivations as well.

Some vegetable crops require too 
long a season to be successfully direct-
seeded in the garden. But even in long-
season climates, starting early indoors 
can bring in a crop several weeks earlier.

There are other reasons to start seeds 
indoors. When you start seeds yourself, 
you choose from all the commercially 
available varieties to be found in the seed 
catalogs or online—literally thousands 
of  varieties. You can have plants just 
when you want them, and you know no 

harmful chemicals were used.
Economy is still another factor. 

Gone are the days of  99-cent six-packs 
of  tomato plants. Single plant sales are 
now the norm, often ranging from a 
dollar to as much as three dollars per 
small transplant. Contrast this with seed 
packets containing 25-50 seeds for a 
couple of  dollars or so, and the effort of  
starting your own seeds begins to look 
worthwhile! 

Which kinds to start: Since it’s a fairly 
labor-intensive process, it’s best to limit 
indoor seed starting to the higher yield-
ing plants. It’s also wise to work with 
those types that tolerate transplanting 
most readily, or that could not be grown 
to maturity within your area’s frost-free 
season. The kinds most usually started 
are: tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cu-
cumbers, squash, melons and watermel-
ons, artichokes, cabbage, cauliflower, 

Seedlings, photograph courtesy Agricultural Research Service, USDA

 

January Speaker Karen Bussolini:  
What Photography Can Teach You About Garden Design

meeting  moments 

What compels you to take a photo 
is the same composition of  
elements that makes a garden 

view beautiful, said speaker Karen Bus-
solini at the January meeting. Using a 
slide presentation of  her work in her twin 
passions, gardening and photography, she 
explained her tips for a more beautiful 
landscape using a photographer’s eye. Just 
a few of  her techniques:
• Big picture first—then details.
• Frame your view—limb up or sideways.
• Consider the effects of  light and shadow.
• Look at the composition: lines, diago-

nals, repetition and pattern.
• Foregrounds should be impeccable, in 

pictures and beds.
• Do not ignore the background—your 

eye might but a camera won’t!
Garden photographer Karen Bussolini (far right) signed her books at the Jan. 
meeting.                                                                 Photo by Heather Lockwood

David J. A. Smith, 
Member Emeritus, 
Passed Jan. 2, 2015

It is with great sadness we advise 
you of  the passing of  our beloved 
member emeritus David J. A. Smith 

of  Litchfield, Conn. on January 2, 2015 
at the age of  89. He was predeceased 
by his beloved wife Diana, to whom he 
had been married for 55 years, and he is 
survived by his three sons.

David had been a member of  CHS 
since 1984, serving as president and 
vice president and in many other vol-
unteer capacities. Most notably, he was 
tireless in his devotion to raising funds 
for horticultural scholars and sharing 
his gardening knowledge with novices 
and professionals alike. The third CHS 
annual Horticultural Scholarship was 
designated in David’s honor in 2009. 
He became a member emeritus in 2010.

David was born in Shropshire, Eng-
land in 1925 and raised on the Earl of  
Bradford’s estate, where his father was 
Head Gardener. He enlisted in the Royal 
Air Force in 1943, completed his pilot’s 
training here in the U.S., and proudly 

David J. A. Smith    photo by Steve Silk
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(860) 529-8713

email: connhort@gmail.com
website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Heather M. Lockwood
CHS Director of  Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
30 under 30 ....................................... $30
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business ............................................. $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of  the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of  the CHS Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permis-
sion is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2015

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to 
resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the March issue is February 6. Costs 
given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Getting Your Garden Show Ready
Thursday, Feb. 5, 12 p.m. at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard, 
West Hartford, Conn. The West Hart-
ford Garden Club is sponsoring speaker 
Sheila Wertheimer, landscape histo-
rian, landscape architect and landscape 
consultant to the Florence Griswold 
Museum in Old Lyme and the Webb 
House in Wethersfield. Guest donation 
of  $10.00 includes light lunch, reserva-
tions required. Call (860)561-0724. More 
information can be found at www.west-
hartfordgardenclub.org.
Vegetable Insect and Disease 
Workshops 1
Saturday, Feb. 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Litchfield County Extension Center, 
Torrington, Conn. The topic is “Pest and 
Diseases of  Cucurbits and Brassicas.” 
This is intended for beginning farmers 
but is open to everyone-registration 
required. Agenda, information and reg-
istration can be found at http://www.
extension.uconn.edu/root/feb-veg-
wkshp.php. Program fee is $20. Contact: 
joan.allen@uconn.edu or (860)486-6740. 
Walk-in registration is allowed at both 
workshops if  space allows.
Vegetable Insect and Disease 
Workshops 2
Saturday, Feb. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 

Tolland Agricultural Center, Vernon, 
Conn. The topic is “Pests and Diseases 
of  the Solanaceae and Legumes.” This 
is intended for beginning farmers but is 
open to everyone-registration required. 
Agenda, information and registration 
can be found at http://www.extension.
uconn.edu/root/feb-veg-wkshp.php. 
Program fee is $20. Contact: joan.allen@
uconn.edu or (860)486-6740. Walk-in 
registration is allowed at both workshops 
if  space allows.

History of  the Woodford Pickin’ 
Patch Farm
Monday, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m. at the Apple 
Barn, 60 Old Farms Rd, West Simsbury, 
Conn. The Simsbury Garden Club will 
sponsor speaker Janet Carville of  The 
Woodford Farm. It is Connecticut’s 
10th oldest family farm, being continu-
ously run by members of  the Woodford 
family since 1666. Carville, who is a 
direct descendant of  the Woodford/
Carville families, will tell us how and 
why the Woodford Pickin’ Patch Farm 
was created, beginning with a historical 
movie made in 1945, that is beautifully 
preserved. The meeting is open to the 
public. There is a suggested guest do-
nation of  $5.00 for each program. For 
more information go to simsburygar-
denclub.org.

Historic Garden Week In Virginia  April 21-27, 2015 – 7 days/6 nights

“The King and I” at Lincoln Center, New York City  Weds., April 15, 2015 

walking tour include several homes built 
in the 19th century that have been metic-
ulously restored for 21st century living, 
and the Hunter House, now a Victorian 
museum. This house and garden tour 
includes a demonstration of  Victorian 
style floral arrangements. We will pick up 
our boxed lunches to enjoy as we “hit the 
road” for Richmond! We arrive to check 
in at the Crowne Plaza Richmond, our 
hotel for two nights. Off  to the VMFA 
for a docent-led tour of  the “Van Gogh, 
Manet and Matisse: The Art of  the 
Flower” exhibit. After our tour we will 
have dinner at “Amuse,” the museum’s 
fine dining restaurant.

Day 4: Richmond Garden Tours run along 
the fashionable Cary Street Road cor-
ridor. We will be treated to four and 
a half  acres of  park-like gardens on 
Hillcrest Avenue, the results of  a resto-
ration which began in 1991. Two other 
featured gardens were designed by noted 
landscape architect Charles F. Gillette. 
The gardens at Wilton House Museum 
are also included. They were designed in 
1935 by the landscape architect for the 
Garden Club of  Virginia. Evening free 
to in Richmond.

Day 5: Today we head off  to the Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden. Our guided tour 
will tell us why the Travel Channel lists 

Each spring visitors are wel-
comed to some of  Virginia’s 
most beautiful gardens, homes 

& historic landmarks during “America’s 
Largest Open House.” This event pro-
vides visitors a unique opportunity to 
see unforgettable gardens at the peak 
of  Virginia’s springtime color, as well 
as beautiful houses of  Virginia Garden 
Club members. 

Day 1: Head south via deluxe motor 
coach for sunny Virginia Beach. We’ll 
arrive for two nights on the beach at the 
Oceanfront Inn - our rooms have private 
balconies facing the Atlantic Ocean. And 
a welcome seafood buffet dinner marks 
our arrival. 

Day 2: After breakfast we visit the gar-
dens at Virginia Beach’s cottages. A rail-
road company laid out Virginia Beach’s 
North End, a narrow three-mile strip 
that’s only two blocks wide for much 
of  its length, in the 1880’s and sold lots 
for summer cottages. This tour includes 
several private homes and gardens. We 
will have a buffet lunch at the Princess 
Anne Country Club. After visiting the 
gardens we will return to the hotel to 
freshen up before dinner at a local res-
taurant. B, L, D.

Day 3: Today, after breakfast, off  to the 
Gardens of  Norfolk. Highlights of  this 

this as one of  the “best botanical gardens 
in the US.” Time on own to explore and 
lunch before departing for a guided man-
sion and garden tour of  Gillette designed 
Agecroft Mansion. This 15th century Tu-
dor was originally built in Lancashire, 
England. After it fell into disrepair it 
was auctioned off  to Thomas C. Wil-
liams Jr. who painstakingly dismantled, 
shipped across the Atlantic and rebuilt it. 
Afterwards we depart for our last stop: 
Charlottesville. Check into the Holiday 
Inn University and enjoy dinner on your 
own at the wonderful Pedestrian Walk.

Day 6: Begin with a guided tour of  Jef-
ferson’s Monticello mansion and gardens. 
Afternoon free before our farewell din-
ner. B, D

Day 7: Back home after breakfast. B

Trip space is limited—book early.
COST: $1,389 p.p. twin based on 30 – 35 
persons, $1,729 p.p. single; Non-member 
add $50. Includes: Deluxe motor coach, 
six nights hotel, tax, baggage, four break-
fasts, one buffet lunch, one box lunch, four 
dinners, admissions and sightseeing per 
itinerary, driver gratuity, $50 p.p. dona-
tion to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson. 
Deposit: $500 p.p. due with reservation 
ASAP to secure your space. Trip is limited to 
35 passengers. Final payment: by Febru-
ary 25, 2015. Contact Friendship Tours at 
(860)243-1630 or www.friendshiptours.net

Five-time Tony Award® nomi-
nee Kelli O’Hara and Academy 
Award® nominee Ken Watanabe 

star in a magnificent  new Broadway pro-
duction of  Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
beloved “The King and I.” Tony winner 
Bartlett Sher (South Pacific) directs this 
classic tale of  a British schoolteacher’s 
unexpected relationship with the imperi-
ous King of  Siam.

Featuring a cast of  more than 50, 
choreography based on the original by 

Jerome Robbins, and a score of  treasured 
songs including “Getting to Know You” 
and “Shall We Dance?” in their glorious, 
original orchestrations, Lincoln Center 
Theater’s new staging of  “The King 
and I” invites you to get to know this 
enchanting musical classic.

Enjoy a pre-show luncheon at Bra-
zil Brazil. Advance choice of  Chicken 
Breast with Italian sausage or Pan 
Roasted Salmon with Dijon Glaze or 
Pasta Primavera. 

Cost: CHS members $212 p.p.; non-
members $218 p.p. Trip departs 7:30 a.m. 
from Emmanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan 
Drive, West Hartford, returning 8 p.m. Also 
may depart 8 a.m. at Commuter Lot, 500 
Main Street, East Hartford, returning 7:30 
p.m. To reserve your seats, please call Friend-
ship Tours at (860)243-1630 or go to www.
friendshiptours.net. Make checks payable 
to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship 
Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT  
06002. Payment due at time of reservation. 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a 
substitute.

uuuuuuuuuu

Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m. at the CHS 
Office, Rocky Hill, Conn. This lecture 
will be presented by Kevin Wilcox, an 
expert on Conifers and Woody Orna-
mentals. Pruning can be the difference 
between a jumbled landscape and a 
beautiful one. Come learn how pruning 
is critical to the health and wellbeing of  
any tree or shrub, starting when plants 
are young to ensure a beautiful speci-
men as they grow. There are some very 
specific rules about how to prune and 
each plant, whether conifers, woody 

Pruning: Proper Techniques for a 
Beautiful and Healthy Landscape

ornamentals, or roses, all have different 
requirements when it comes to prun-
ing. There is also a right and wrong time 
of  year to prune, depending on the 
plant. Lecture is limited to 20 people. 
The fee is $15.00 for members and 
$25.00 for non-members. There will 
be a follow-up Pruning Demonstration 
in April, date, time and location to be 
determined. Please sign up through 
the CHS Office at: (860)529-8713 or 
Connecticut Horticultural Society, 2433 
Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT  06067.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and non-members alike, with a $10 
donation requested from non-mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you!

Date: Thursday, February 19, 2015

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford, Conn.

Kerry Ann Mendez, a self-taught 
gardener with over 25 years 
of  experience, is a “passion-

ate perennialist” who enjoys mixing 
humor with practical information. She 
is dedicated to teaching the art of  low-
maintenance perennial gardening and 
landscaping. As a garden consultant, 
designer, writer and lecturer, she focuses 
on time-saving gardening techniques 
and workhorse plant material, as well as 
organic practices.

Mendez has authored 3 books, her 
top-selling first book, “The Ultimate 
Flower Gardener’s Top Ten Lists”, was 
released in 2010; followed by her sec-
ond book, “Top Ten Lists for Beautiful 
Shade Gardens” in 2011. Kerry’s third 
book, and topic for our program Feb. 
19, is “The Right-size Flower Garden—
Exceptional, Low-Maintenance Plants 
and Design Solutions for Aging and 
Time-Pressed Gardeners”, which will be 
released this month. 

Today, the reality of  a “bigger is bet-
ter” garden no longer holds the same 
allure as a “small is beautiful” one, says 
Mendez. We’re busy, we’re aging, and the 
demands of  the garden can feel over-
whelming. What to do? Make smarter use 
of  the space we have and the plants we 
select, she says. In “The Right-size Flower 
Garden”, she shares her successful recipe 
for having a garden we can manage and 
love again...the right-size, low mainte-
nance, drought tolerant garden. The goal 

is ditching 50% of  the work by choosing 
high-value plants and making simple de-
sign changes. She explains which plants 
to switch out, which ones aren’t worth 
the effort, and which tools and practices 
will take the “chore” out of  gardening. 

“Kerry Mendez has over 25 years 
of  professional and personal gardening 
experience with special interest in low-
maintenance gardening. Kerry is a garden 
author and lecturer who incorporates 
humor, abundant excitement, knowledge, 
and above all a passion for low-main-
tenance garden and landscape design,” 
said Dr. Steven Still, Executive Director, 
The Perennial Plant Association; former 
professor of  landscape horticulture, Ohio 
State University. “Kerry is the perfect au-
thor to approach the topic of  right-sizing 
a garden to fit changing lifestyles.”  

In addition to her books, she has 
been in numerous magazines including 
Horticulture, Fine Gardening, Garden Gate 
and Better Homes and Gardens’ Garden Ideas 
and Outdoor Living. As a presenter for 
Horticulture magazine’s webinar series, her 
webinars attract thousands of  gardeners 
from around the country. Her next one 
will be March 26th at 2:00 p.m.

February 19 Speaker
Kerry Ann Mendez Presents:

Right-Sizing Your Perennial Garden

She was awarded the 2014 Gold Med-
al from the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, an honorary medal presented 
to outstanding horticulturalists, plant 
innovators, and those who have made 
significant contributions to the enjoy-
ment and appreciation of  plants and the 
environment.

Mendez is the owner of  Perennially 
Yours, a landscaping company focusing 
on the art of  low-maintenance peren-
nial gardening and the founder of  the 
annual Great Gardens and Landscaping 
Symposiums at the Equinox Resort in 
Vermont. A busy lecturer and teacher, 
she gives over 25 workshops and at least 
60-70 talks yearly.   

In the event of inclement weather on the 
night of a CHS program meeting, tune into 
CBS Radio – WTIC 1080 AM or WFSB TV 
Channel 3, or call the office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.

Kerry Ann Mendez

At our January meeting we 
congratulated and celebrated 
those members who will reach 

a milestone anniversary during 2015. 
The Membership Committee started a 
new tradition at CHS to recognize those 
members who have renewed their mem-
bership without interruption and reached 
a milestone year at 10, 15, 20, 25 30 and 
35 years. We are proud of  our member-
ship and recognize the commitment of  
each individual in our organization.

35 Years
John Gavin Genevra Goodwin

30 Years
Martha Fanelli                  Jackie Jacobs 
Richard Jaynes                 Sara Knight 
Betty Stevens                   Gloria Weiss

25 Years
Thomas Christopher      Barbara David 
Donna Stout 

20 Years
Beth Becker Mary Britcher 
Deborah Gilpin Nancy Rey
Robert & Susan Bauer

15 Years
Sigita Banevicius Patricia Denno 
Joyce Falkin Cheryl Fox 
Ginny Gingras Helen Kuzina 
Jeanne Parker Debbye Rosen
Jan Schermerhorn Rebecca Sisson
Judy Straub
Nancy Brennick & Richard Kuzmak
Joan & Mark Ernst 
Chuck & Debbie Landrey 
Larry & Judy Olsen 

CHS Members Celebrate Milestone Anniversaries

10 Years
Mary Aiello Lorette Archer
Anita Ballek               Constance Clark
Sandra Goralnick       Bonnie Hoskins
Margaret Hoskins     Lois Johnson
Irene Kramer            Jan Nickel
Marie Patrizzo           Carolyn Reed
Carol & Charles Sonne
Joseph & Margaret Verdon
Elaine Widmer & Tom Gruber
Sarah Bailey & Robert Gale
David & Linda Durfee
Melanie & Malcolm Galen

CHS Website-Come See What You are Missing

The new and improved Con-
necticut Horticultural Society’s 
website, cthort.org, is a valuable 

part of  your membership but if  you still 
haven’t explored it yet, here is a brief  
review of  what you need to know to 
navigate the site and reap all the benefits.

Events and articles are frequently 
added to the website, especially news 
that hasn’t reached your mailbox yet, so 
why wait a month to see what everyone 
is up to?

Once you become a member you 
have exclusive access to the “members 
only” area of  cthort.org where you may 
personalize the site to feature your inter-
ests and activities within CHS, including 
a photo for your profile and a short bio 
write-up for your “about me” section if  
you choose. 

If  you have yet to access the “mem-
bers only” section, look for the Join 
Us section in the yellow frame to the 
right side of  the page. Click on Find 
out More. This brings up the Join as a 
Member page where our benefits and 
dues are listed. Click on Register Now. 
This will take you to Register: Select 
a Subscription. Choose the appropri-
ate membership and Click on Sign Up. 
In this next page, Create an Account, 
enter your information. Once you cre-
ate a password, please write down your 
username and password so you can access 
the site again later. Click Sign Up when 
you have completed your Account and 
Profile Details. A Register screen with 
your total amount due appears. If  you 
have not renewed your membership yet 
you can do it right now and pay via PayPal 

following the prompts. 
If  you already are a member then en-

ter the “coupon code” mailed to you with 
your renewal. After you click the “apply 
coupon” button a new message appears 
and tells you that you are registered and 
have full access.

Congratulations! You are now logged 
in to the Member Only pages.

Once you are signed in, you have 
access to Newsletters (current and 
past), Groups (such as Seed Exchange 
and Shadey Gardeners), Membership, 
Profile, Settings and Activity. Activity 
allows you to note who is logged in or 
has been active recently on the site. Click-
ing on another member’s name will take 
you to their profile page, where you can 
see information they have shared. You 
can also message other members.   
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Seed Starting, from page 7      

healthy seedlings ready to set outdoors at 
the correct time. Some types, like toma-
toes and their relatives, grow relatively 
slowly, and can safely be held over in a 
good indoor environment for a number 
of  weeks. Other types, like all the squash 
and cucumber relatives, grow quickly, and 
only a couple of  weeks may elapse from 
when they are first ready until they are 
overgrown. The chart on the CHS web-
site shows time periods that are typically 
required, under ideal conditions, from sowing 
until the plants are ready to be set outside.

Hardening young transplants: Con-
ditions in the garden will usually be far 

harsher than the near-optimal environ-
ment in which the tender young seedlings 
have grown. If  you simply whisk them 
outdoors, where early spring winds, cold 
nights, and occasional heavy rains may 
stress them, you are certain to experience 
losses. Avoid this by gradually acclimat-
ing the plants to their new environment. 
Begin by setting the plants outdoors for a 
short time, perhaps only an hour or two, 
and then bring them back inside. Do this 
for progressively longer periods of  time 
each day, taking several days to a week 
before you are leaving them out all day and 
overnight. If  the weather should turn cold 

Eddie Lee May, Gardener & Journalist, Passed Dec. 3, 2014

Lee May

Eddie Lee May, CHS member, 
gardener and life-long journalist, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 3 of  can-

cer. He was 73. A memorial service will be 
held early in 2015, date to be announced. 
He is survived by his wife Lyn May, three 
daughters and two stepdaughters.

Lee lived in East Haddam, Conn. from 
2001-2013 before moving back to Mari-
etta, Ga. He is the author of  the books 
“In My Father’s Garden,” a memoir, and 
“Gardening Life,” a collection of  essays 
from his work as a garden columnist for 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC).

A graduate of  the Columbia Univer-
sity Graduate School of  Journalism, he 
won many awards including the National 
Conference of  Christians and Jews’ Gold 
Medal Award and the Robert F. Kennedy 
Journalism Award Grand Prize.

Lee was a news writer and editor at 
the AJC in the 1970s and left for the Los 
Angeles Times in the 1980s. During his ten-
ure with the Times he covered the White 
House during the Reagan administration. 
May moved from Washington to become 

the Times’ Atlanta bureau chief  in 1989.
In 1992 Lee returned to the AJC as 

a food and gardening columnist before 
moving to Connecticut in 2001 to enjoy 
a slower pace, four seasons and more 
green spaces. Lee and his wife returned 
to Marietta in 2013. While in Connecticut 
he was a speaker for CHS, “Life Lessons 
from the South, North and My Father” 

in Nov. 2010. He opened his garden 
for the 2nd Annual Connecticut Hor-
ticultural Society Garden Tour in Oct. 
2011 and he contributed articles such as 
“Magical Mystery Moss Tour” for the 
April 2011 newsletter.

Lee’s neighbor for 10 years, Harry 
Link, said he drew inspiration from Lee 
and eventually became a Master Gar-
dener with Lee’s encouragement. Link 
now plans to build a 125 foot by 40 foot 
public rain garden/memorial garden at 
the East Haddam Senior Center as a 
tribute to his dear friend. 

“He was great guy,” said Link. “A 
gentle and amazing person. He was like 
a father to me.”

Link hopes that the people whose 
lives were touched by Lee will be willing 
help out with materials, labor and plant 
donations which will be placed in the gar-
den and labelled with the donors’ names.

For more information on making 
contributions to the garden, call Harry 
Link at (860)798-8650.  

Keri Milne  
 CHS Board Member

Society
Personalities

Keri Milne lives in Wethersfield, Conn. As 
a professional landscape gardener and the 
owner of  The Perennial Gardener, Keri 
works side-by-side with several of  her 
customers and coaches them throughout 
the year.

Why and when did you first join 
CHS?
I joined CHS about 7 years ago. Friends 
Rose Riley and Christa Sywenkyj brought 
me to a meeting. From that first meet-
ing I knew I could learn so much more 
within my field. I have only missed two 
meetings since joining. Every meeting is 
exciting and encouraging because I am 
always learning something new.

What are your roles within CHS?
Given my previous experience at the 
Boston flower shows with the Stock-
bridge Botanical Gardens from ages 
16-18. I looked forward to working here 
in Connecticut. Volunteers were needed 
for the Flower Show and I was happy to 
lend a hand. That has led me to helping 
with refreshments, the Education Com-
mittee and now I am a new Board of  
Directors member.

How did you get into gardening?
My dad said I have been a gardener since 

I was 6 years old and helped him to plant 
corn in our backyard in Stockbridge, 
Mass. I have always enjoyed working with 
plants. I would always be in the woods 
or fields around our home. My first job 
was at the Stockbridge Botanical Gardens 
when I was hired as summer help at age 
15. I lived there and felt right at home. 
After graduating from the Stockbridge 
School of  Agriculture with an A.S. in 
Floriculture, one of  my jobs was as an 
assistant to the head gardener of  the 
display beds at White Flower Farm.

How would you describe your style 
of  gardening and why?
Uncomplicated, because I enjoy the va-
riety of  plants I can collect. I don’t have 
any particular style. As a horticulturalist, 
with each plant I always think, “I need 
to learn more about you,” then, “Where 
do I put you?” 

What do you like best about your 
own garden?
The variety, texture and foliage. It is such 
a pleasure to watch it change through-
out the seasons. It’s always a work in 
progress.

Who has inspired you?
I have enjoyed the inspiration of  both 

Roy Boutard, the director at Stockbridge 
Botanical Garden, his family, and the late 
David Smith, White Flower Farm, who 
taught me patience and resilience. I al-
ways felt lucky when I started working to 
not get fired. When asked to deadhead all 
the petunias I disbudded them because 
I didn’t know the difference. Roy said, 
“You’ll only make that mistake once...
(and) they’ll all grow back.” Because 
of  both men, I have easily faced and 
overcome many gardening challenges. 
At both places their passion and com-
mitment was so clear, it made me who I 
am today: someone who loves gardening 
and educating my customers. That makes 
me one of  the few people who can say, 
“I have never worked a day in my life.” 

Keri Milne

David Smith, from page 1      

served until the end of  WWII. After the 
war, David pursued a career in horticul-
ture. In 1954, he and Diana came to the 
U.S. as newlyweds by invitation of  the 
owners of  White Flower Farm. Hired 
as a plant propagator, he quickly rose to 
Director of  Horticulture by 1968. He 
officially retired in 1990, but continued 
to give lectures and tours of  gardens, the 
passion of  his life, until his death. David 
was also very active in the Litchfield 
community.

In 1992, David was presented the 
Thomas Roland Medal by the Mas-
sachusetts Horticultural Society for 
exceptional skill in Horticulture; in 1995 
the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award, 
given to a Connecticut resident who has  
significantly benefitted the art of  garden-
ing or made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to horticulture; and the 2010 CHS 
Service Award.

“As many of  you know David suf-

fered over the last year from treatments 
associated with skin cancer. Nonetheless, 
David continued his efforts supporting 
Connecticut Horticultural Society schol-
arships and participating in meetings,” 
said CHS President Nancy Brennick. 
“Together we planted pots for the 2015 
CT Flower and Garden Show and got 
them to the coolers just a month ago. We 
will miss his advice, his stories of  RAF, 
of  gardening, of  royalty, and of  White 
Flower Farm, along with the comfort 
of  his company and guidance to CHS.”

One tribute to David on the CHS 
website beautifully explained his lasting 
legacy.

“David seemed truly immortal to 
many of  us, and in the true spirit of  CHS, 
he certainly is because of  his extensive 
gardening knowledge that he shared with 
all of  us, and also because of  the many 
wonderful plants he shared with us and 
which we bought at the auctions through 

the years,” wrote CHS member Nancy 
Johnson. “I will always cherish with 
fond memories David’s primula ‘Wanda’, 
his lovely astilbes, and the yellow iris 
he said was no longer available in the 
trade. These are the plants that make our 
garden special – a garden full of  many 
memories and plants from many special 
gardeners who have enriched our lives.”

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Connecticut Horticultural Society 
(in honor of  David J. A. Smith) c/o 
CHS, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 
06067-2569. Everyone is invited to post 
their memories of  David on the website, 
cthort.org, under the group “Remember-
ing David Smith.”  

or windy, interrupt the process, resuming 
it when the raw weather has passed.

A week or so into this process, the 
young plants are sufficiently toughened 
and ready for their permanent homes. 
Choosing a mild, fairly still day, nestle 
the plants into their final home and enjoy 
the satisfaction that comes from knowing 
you have nurtured them, and supervised 
their care, from the very beginning.  

Randel A. Agrella has been with Baker 
Creek Heirloom Seed Company since 2005 
overseeing the rare seed production. He 
also runs his own heirloom plant business, 
Abundant Acres Heirloom Nursery.

s s s s s
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broccoli, onions, lettuce, and many herbs 
and ornamentals. Types that are usually 
avoided include beans and peas, spinach, 
carrots, turnips and radishes. 

Getting started: Every type of  plant 
has its optimal range of  temperature, 
moisture, soil pH (the relative acidity or 
alkalinity) and light.

Soil is the immediate environment 
the seed will live in, so start with a decent 
seed-starting mix. Be sure it is labeled for 
seed starting, not for potting. All good 
seed starting mixes contain abundant 
organic matter, which holds onto mois-
ture, but which also admits air, which is 
needed by germinating seeds and plant 
roots. All major veggie crops, and most 
ornamentals, grow best with a nearly 
neutral soil pH, and a proprietary mix 
should be in this range. And a good mix 
will have been pasteurized to kill most 
soil-borne pathogens, to slant the odds 
further in your favor.

You can mix your own by thoroughly 
blending two parts peat moss with one 
part mushroom compost. This mix is 
fairly dense, so if  you’re a heavy-handed 
waterer, loosen it up with one half  part 
perlite or coarse building sand (but not 
sand from the seashore!). This mix is 
probably a bit acid, but it works fine for 
most crops. For cabbage, broccoli and 
the other brassicas, sweeten it by sprin-
kling a pinch of  wood ashes on each pot 
or cell. You’ll need to pasteurize a home-
made mix. I put mine in covered metal 
pans in a very low oven. Let the mix heat 
to about 165-180 degrees, checking its 
progress with a meat thermometer. Be 
sure to add abundant moisture, which 
will moisten the often bone-dry peat 
moss as the heat turns the water to steam. 
Let the soil cool, still under cover, to 
minimize re-exposure to airborne spores.

Commercially sold containers or even 
recycled food containers with drainage 
holes are fine for your mix. Newspaper 
or peat pots, which are set into the soil 
when planting the transplants outdoors, 
are another option.

The right temperature is vital for 
starting healthy seedlings. Warm growers 
won’t sprout in cool conditions (or will 
take a long time and sprout erratically) 
and the converse is true for cool growers. 
Refer to the accompanying chart on the 
CHS website for the optimal temperature 
for common crops. Excessive heat is as 
harmful as not enough. Obtain at least an 
inexpensive thermometer so you will re-
ally know the temperature—don’t guess!

The chart shows the optimal tem-
perature for germination. Temps 5-10 
degrees on either side are safe, and the 

waist-height tables. Grow lights are bet-
ter, but more costly. Be sure to follow 
manufacturer’s directions carefully to 
measure light intensity. The chart on the 
CHS website shows the light require-
ments for various types. And remember 
that plants need rest too—don’t run the 
lights 24 hours a day. The plants will be 
healthier if  they have 6-8 hours of  dark-
ness per day.

Putting it all together: Now you are 
ready to undertake the actual seed-starting 
process. If  you’re re-using pots or any re-

cycled con-
t a i n e r s , 
soak them 
in a 10 per 
cent solu-
t i o n  o f  
c h l o r i n e 
bleach for 
15 minutes, 
or scald by 

pouring boiling water over all the surfaces 
to avoid fungal diseases, to which very 
young seedlings are especially susceptible.

Starting with moistened, not sop-
ping-wet, mix to fill your containers. 
Gently firm the soil so that the medium 
will not be very loose—roots have dif-
ficulty gaining a foothold in too-loose 
soil. Leave 1/8 to 1/2 inch below the 
top, depending upon the pot’s size, to 
allow room for water to fill to the top 
of  the container.

Scatter very small seeds like celery or 
parsley on the surface, and sprinkle very 
fine mix over them. For larger seeds, like 
peppers or tomatoes, it may be easier to 
make a shallow indentation, insert the 
seeds, and then fill the hole. It’s usually 
best to cover the seeds to a depth of  no 
more than 5-6 times the seeds’ diameter. 
Firm the soil surface gently, water with 
a fine mist (an ordinary spray bottle will 
do), and place into the sprouting area.

Seed germination is rarely 100 per-
cent, so allow a few more seeds than 
the number of  actual transplants you’re 
planning to grow.

If  germinating seeds dry out too (continued on page 7)(continued on page 6)

1993 recipient Thomas M. Hooten 
credits his grandmother with his start in 
gardening. After graduating from UConn 
in 1995, Hooten attended graduate 
school at Utah State University, receiving 
an M.S. in Plant Science in 1999. Cur-
rently he serves as the County Extension 
Director for Colorado State University. 
He is responsible for Agriculture/Horti-
culture and manages/teaches the County 
Colorado Master Gardener Program. He 
also manages the Research and Demon-
stration Orchard at the Ag Expo Station 
in Yellow Jacket, the only high altitude 
(7,000 foot) R&D orchard in the world.

1996 recipient Sherry Simpson said 
her parents instilled a love for growing at 
an early age—her father with vegetables 
and her mother with flowers. It was her 
experience at Broken Arrow Nursery 
(with Dick Jaynes and Andy Brand), 
however, that influenced Simpson to 
major in horticulture in college. She cur-

rently owns and operates a small organic 
farm in Ashford, Conn. They specialize 
in heirloom varieties of  vegetables, but 
also raise cut flowers and chickens. In 
addition, they have a small maple syrup 
operation, tapping their own trees, and 
they are working with Yale University 
to establish a sugarbush at the Yale-
Myers Forest, which is adjacent to their 
property.

David Mascoli first earned a degree 
at UConn in 1989 in Business and later 
decided to make a career change, earning 
his second degree there in Horticulture. 
Receiving a CHS scholarship in 1998 
was affirmation that he made the right 
decision to leave corporate life, he said. 
Mascoli now owns and operates Davidia 
Horticultural, LLC, focusing mainly on 
garden renovation, maintenance, design 
and installation. He said he truly enjoys 
helping customers understand what is 
happening in their landscape.  

Where are they now?
Catch up with a few of our recipients from the 1990’s

In the continuing celebration of CHS scholarship  
giving that started in October with the 70’s winners  

and the winter newsletter with the 80’s.

55 Years of  Scholarship Giving

     Come join us at the show as CHS 
volunteers introduce speakers and tell 
show goers all about the benefits of  
CHS membership. 

Explore over 300 booths over-
flowing with fresh flowers, plants, 
herbs, bulbs, seeds, gardening books, 
garden equipment and much more. 
View beautiful landscaped gardens 
and select from over 80 hours of  

seminars and demonstrations. All 
seminars are included with your gen-
eral admission ticket.

Discounted show tickets are available 
for sale to members via cash or check at 
CHS Office. Each ticket is $11.00 (regu-
larly priced tickets are $16.00). Tickets 
are available during regular office hours 
(Tue. & Thu. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.) until noon 
on Tue. Feb 17th. 

34th Annual CT Garden & Flower Show Feb. 19-22 
Discount Flower Show Tickets Available  

through Tuesday, Feb. 17 

Nestle the plants into their final home and 
enjoy the satisfaction that comes from knowing 
you have nurtured them, and supervised their 
care, from the very beginning.

much they die, so keep the surface 
uniformly moist, but not waterlogged. 
Mist as often as necessary, or try bottom 
watering, which means standing entire 
containers in water and leaving them 
until the surface is saturated. 

Growing them on: When sprouts ap-
pear, supply sufficient light immediately, 
otherwise the seedlings will misspend 
their precious energy reserves trying to 
reach up toward stronger light. Once all 
the seeds have sprouted, back off  on 
the water and allow the top portion of  
the soil to become dry between water-
ings: a drier surface discourages fungi or 
bacteria from getting a start. Remember, 
waterlogged soil will literally drown most 
types of  plants.

Thinning might be necessary where 
several seeds have been sown in a single 
container. Individual seedlings can be 
pulled out (and often transplanted), as 
long as the remaining plants aren’t dis-
lodged in the process. Gently hold the 
soil down around the plants to be con-
served and, if  these are disturbed, water 
immediately and keep out of  intense light 
or heat for a few hours, to allow them 
time to settle back into the mix.

The seed contains enough nutrients 
to begin the new plant’s growth, and the 
mix, if  it’s rich in organic matter, also 
brings nutrients to the table. But with 
extremely fast-growing types, like the 
squash family, or those that take a long 
time, like tomatoes and their kin, supple-
mental feeding is likely to be necessary. 
We use fish emulsion at weekly intervals, 
but for an animal-free source of  plant 
food there are numerous kelp products 
available. Or steep good mature compost 
in water and feed the rich brown “tea” 
that results. If  the oldest leaves on your 
seedlings begin to yellow, it is likely a 
symptom of  hunger, and food should be 
supplied immediately. Otherwise, growth 
is apt to slow down or cease. The best 
seedlings are those grown steadily, with 
no checks in their development.

Timing: The general objective is to have 

germinating seeds and plants endure oc-
casional swings even farther from these 
ideal numbers. Cool-season plants do fine 
at ordinary room temperatures, but heat-
loving types need higher temps than most 
of  us have in our homes during winter. 
Find a spot near a wood stove or heater 
vent, or a sunny window (where there is 
enough sun, such as in the Southwest). 
To start more than a few seedlings, it’s 
best to have supplemental heat source, or 
you can buy electric heating mats, which 
supply just the right temperature.

Once the seedlings emerge, adequate 
light is crucial. Its lack is a major cause 
of  failure among seed starters. If  light 
is insufficient, the seedling grows tall, 
spindly and weak trying to reach a loca-
tion where more is available.

The young plants need at least 5-6 
hours of  good sunshine per day. But if  
that is not possible in your home, con-
sider using artificial lights over the grow-
ing area. Ordinary fluorescent shop lights 
are economical, and will do, provided the 
lights are suspended just above the tops 
of  the leaves—ceiling-level fixtures don’t 
usually deliver enough light to plants on 
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broccoli, onions, lettuce, and many herbs 
and ornamentals. Types that are usually 
avoided include beans and peas, spinach, 
carrots, turnips and radishes. 

Getting started: Every type of  plant 
has its optimal range of  temperature, 
moisture, soil pH (the relative acidity or 
alkalinity) and light.

Soil is the immediate environment 
the seed will live in, so start with a decent 
seed-starting mix. Be sure it is labeled for 
seed starting, not for potting. All good 
seed starting mixes contain abundant 
organic matter, which holds onto mois-
ture, but which also admits air, which is 
needed by germinating seeds and plant 
roots. All major veggie crops, and most 
ornamentals, grow best with a nearly 
neutral soil pH, and a proprietary mix 
should be in this range. And a good mix 
will have been pasteurized to kill most 
soil-borne pathogens, to slant the odds 
further in your favor.

You can mix your own by thoroughly 
blending two parts peat moss with one 
part mushroom compost. This mix is 
fairly dense, so if  you’re a heavy-handed 
waterer, loosen it up with one half  part 
perlite or coarse building sand (but not 
sand from the seashore!). This mix is 
probably a bit acid, but it works fine for 
most crops. For cabbage, broccoli and 
the other brassicas, sweeten it by sprin-
kling a pinch of  wood ashes on each pot 
or cell. You’ll need to pasteurize a home-
made mix. I put mine in covered metal 
pans in a very low oven. Let the mix heat 
to about 165-180 degrees, checking its 
progress with a meat thermometer. Be 
sure to add abundant moisture, which 
will moisten the often bone-dry peat 
moss as the heat turns the water to steam. 
Let the soil cool, still under cover, to 
minimize re-exposure to airborne spores.

Commercially sold containers or even 
recycled food containers with drainage 
holes are fine for your mix. Newspaper 
or peat pots, which are set into the soil 
when planting the transplants outdoors, 
are another option.

The right temperature is vital for 
starting healthy seedlings. Warm growers 
won’t sprout in cool conditions (or will 
take a long time and sprout erratically) 
and the converse is true for cool growers. 
Refer to the accompanying chart on the 
CHS website for the optimal temperature 
for common crops. Excessive heat is as 
harmful as not enough. Obtain at least an 
inexpensive thermometer so you will re-
ally know the temperature—don’t guess!

The chart shows the optimal tem-
perature for germination. Temps 5-10 
degrees on either side are safe, and the 

waist-height tables. Grow lights are bet-
ter, but more costly. Be sure to follow 
manufacturer’s directions carefully to 
measure light intensity. The chart on the 
CHS website shows the light require-
ments for various types. And remember 
that plants need rest too—don’t run the 
lights 24 hours a day. The plants will be 
healthier if  they have 6-8 hours of  dark-
ness per day.

Putting it all together: Now you are 
ready to undertake the actual seed-starting 
process. If  you’re re-using pots or any re-

cycled con-
t a i n e r s , 
soak them 
in a 10 per 
cent solu-
t i o n  o f  
c h l o r i n e 
bleach for 
15 minutes, 
or scald by 

pouring boiling water over all the surfaces 
to avoid fungal diseases, to which very 
young seedlings are especially susceptible.

Starting with moistened, not sop-
ping-wet, mix to fill your containers. 
Gently firm the soil so that the medium 
will not be very loose—roots have dif-
ficulty gaining a foothold in too-loose 
soil. Leave 1/8 to 1/2 inch below the 
top, depending upon the pot’s size, to 
allow room for water to fill to the top 
of  the container.

Scatter very small seeds like celery or 
parsley on the surface, and sprinkle very 
fine mix over them. For larger seeds, like 
peppers or tomatoes, it may be easier to 
make a shallow indentation, insert the 
seeds, and then fill the hole. It’s usually 
best to cover the seeds to a depth of  no 
more than 5-6 times the seeds’ diameter. 
Firm the soil surface gently, water with 
a fine mist (an ordinary spray bottle will 
do), and place into the sprouting area.

Seed germination is rarely 100 per-
cent, so allow a few more seeds than 
the number of  actual transplants you’re 
planning to grow.

If  germinating seeds dry out too (continued on page 7)(continued on page 6)

1993 recipient Thomas M. Hooten 
credits his grandmother with his start in 
gardening. After graduating from UConn 
in 1995, Hooten attended graduate 
school at Utah State University, receiving 
an M.S. in Plant Science in 1999. Cur-
rently he serves as the County Extension 
Director for Colorado State University. 
He is responsible for Agriculture/Horti-
culture and manages/teaches the County 
Colorado Master Gardener Program. He 
also manages the Research and Demon-
stration Orchard at the Ag Expo Station 
in Yellow Jacket, the only high altitude 
(7,000 foot) R&D orchard in the world.

1996 recipient Sherry Simpson said 
her parents instilled a love for growing at 
an early age—her father with vegetables 
and her mother with flowers. It was her 
experience at Broken Arrow Nursery 
(with Dick Jaynes and Andy Brand), 
however, that influenced Simpson to 
major in horticulture in college. She cur-

rently owns and operates a small organic 
farm in Ashford, Conn. They specialize 
in heirloom varieties of  vegetables, but 
also raise cut flowers and chickens. In 
addition, they have a small maple syrup 
operation, tapping their own trees, and 
they are working with Yale University 
to establish a sugarbush at the Yale-
Myers Forest, which is adjacent to their 
property.

David Mascoli first earned a degree 
at UConn in 1989 in Business and later 
decided to make a career change, earning 
his second degree there in Horticulture. 
Receiving a CHS scholarship in 1998 
was affirmation that he made the right 
decision to leave corporate life, he said. 
Mascoli now owns and operates Davidia 
Horticultural, LLC, focusing mainly on 
garden renovation, maintenance, design 
and installation. He said he truly enjoys 
helping customers understand what is 
happening in their landscape.  

Where are they now?
Catch up with a few of our recipients from the 1990’s

In the continuing celebration of CHS scholarship  
giving that started in October with the 70’s winners  

and the winter newsletter with the 80’s.

55 Years of  Scholarship Giving

     Come join us at the show as CHS 
volunteers introduce speakers and tell 
show goers all about the benefits of  
CHS membership. 

Explore over 300 booths over-
flowing with fresh flowers, plants, 
herbs, bulbs, seeds, gardening books, 
garden equipment and much more. 
View beautiful landscaped gardens 
and select from over 80 hours of  

seminars and demonstrations. All 
seminars are included with your gen-
eral admission ticket.

Discounted show tickets are available 
for sale to members via cash or check at 
CHS Office. Each ticket is $11.00 (regu-
larly priced tickets are $16.00). Tickets 
are available during regular office hours 
(Tue. & Thu. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.) until noon 
on Tue. Feb 17th. 

34th Annual CT Garden & Flower Show Feb. 19-22 
Discount Flower Show Tickets Available  

through Tuesday, Feb. 17 

Nestle the plants into their final home and 
enjoy the satisfaction that comes from knowing 
you have nurtured them, and supervised their 
care, from the very beginning.

much they die, so keep the surface 
uniformly moist, but not waterlogged. 
Mist as often as necessary, or try bottom 
watering, which means standing entire 
containers in water and leaving them 
until the surface is saturated. 

Growing them on: When sprouts ap-
pear, supply sufficient light immediately, 
otherwise the seedlings will misspend 
their precious energy reserves trying to 
reach up toward stronger light. Once all 
the seeds have sprouted, back off  on 
the water and allow the top portion of  
the soil to become dry between water-
ings: a drier surface discourages fungi or 
bacteria from getting a start. Remember, 
waterlogged soil will literally drown most 
types of  plants.

Thinning might be necessary where 
several seeds have been sown in a single 
container. Individual seedlings can be 
pulled out (and often transplanted), as 
long as the remaining plants aren’t dis-
lodged in the process. Gently hold the 
soil down around the plants to be con-
served and, if  these are disturbed, water 
immediately and keep out of  intense light 
or heat for a few hours, to allow them 
time to settle back into the mix.

The seed contains enough nutrients 
to begin the new plant’s growth, and the 
mix, if  it’s rich in organic matter, also 
brings nutrients to the table. But with 
extremely fast-growing types, like the 
squash family, or those that take a long 
time, like tomatoes and their kin, supple-
mental feeding is likely to be necessary. 
We use fish emulsion at weekly intervals, 
but for an animal-free source of  plant 
food there are numerous kelp products 
available. Or steep good mature compost 
in water and feed the rich brown “tea” 
that results. If  the oldest leaves on your 
seedlings begin to yellow, it is likely a 
symptom of  hunger, and food should be 
supplied immediately. Otherwise, growth 
is apt to slow down or cease. The best 
seedlings are those grown steadily, with 
no checks in their development.

Timing: The general objective is to have 

germinating seeds and plants endure oc-
casional swings even farther from these 
ideal numbers. Cool-season plants do fine 
at ordinary room temperatures, but heat-
loving types need higher temps than most 
of  us have in our homes during winter. 
Find a spot near a wood stove or heater 
vent, or a sunny window (where there is 
enough sun, such as in the Southwest). 
To start more than a few seedlings, it’s 
best to have supplemental heat source, or 
you can buy electric heating mats, which 
supply just the right temperature.

Once the seedlings emerge, adequate 
light is crucial. Its lack is a major cause 
of  failure among seed starters. If  light 
is insufficient, the seedling grows tall, 
spindly and weak trying to reach a loca-
tion where more is available.

The young plants need at least 5-6 
hours of  good sunshine per day. But if  
that is not possible in your home, con-
sider using artificial lights over the grow-
ing area. Ordinary fluorescent shop lights 
are economical, and will do, provided the 
lights are suspended just above the tops 
of  the leaves—ceiling-level fixtures don’t 
usually deliver enough light to plants on 
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healthy seedlings ready to set outdoors at 
the correct time. Some types, like toma-
toes and their relatives, grow relatively 
slowly, and can safely be held over in a 
good indoor environment for a number 
of  weeks. Other types, like all the squash 
and cucumber relatives, grow quickly, and 
only a couple of  weeks may elapse from 
when they are first ready until they are 
overgrown. The chart on the CHS web-
site shows time periods that are typically 
required, under ideal conditions, from sowing 
until the plants are ready to be set outside.

Hardening young transplants: Con-
ditions in the garden will usually be far 

harsher than the near-optimal environ-
ment in which the tender young seedlings 
have grown. If  you simply whisk them 
outdoors, where early spring winds, cold 
nights, and occasional heavy rains may 
stress them, you are certain to experience 
losses. Avoid this by gradually acclimat-
ing the plants to their new environment. 
Begin by setting the plants outdoors for a 
short time, perhaps only an hour or two, 
and then bring them back inside. Do this 
for progressively longer periods of  time 
each day, taking several days to a week 
before you are leaving them out all day and 
overnight. If  the weather should turn cold 

Eddie Lee May, Gardener & Journalist, Passed Dec. 3, 2014

Lee May

Eddie Lee May, CHS member, 
gardener and life-long journalist, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 3 of  can-

cer. He was 73. A memorial service will be 
held early in 2015, date to be announced. 
He is survived by his wife Lyn May, three 
daughters and two stepdaughters.

Lee lived in East Haddam, Conn. from 
2001-2013 before moving back to Mari-
etta, Ga. He is the author of  the books 
“In My Father’s Garden,” a memoir, and 
“Gardening Life,” a collection of  essays 
from his work as a garden columnist for 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC).

A graduate of  the Columbia Univer-
sity Graduate School of  Journalism, he 
won many awards including the National 
Conference of  Christians and Jews’ Gold 
Medal Award and the Robert F. Kennedy 
Journalism Award Grand Prize.

Lee was a news writer and editor at 
the AJC in the 1970s and left for the Los 
Angeles Times in the 1980s. During his ten-
ure with the Times he covered the White 
House during the Reagan administration. 
May moved from Washington to become 

the Times’ Atlanta bureau chief  in 1989.
In 1992 Lee returned to the AJC as 

a food and gardening columnist before 
moving to Connecticut in 2001 to enjoy 
a slower pace, four seasons and more 
green spaces. Lee and his wife returned 
to Marietta in 2013. While in Connecticut 
he was a speaker for CHS, “Life Lessons 
from the South, North and My Father” 

in Nov. 2010. He opened his garden 
for the 2nd Annual Connecticut Hor-
ticultural Society Garden Tour in Oct. 
2011 and he contributed articles such as 
“Magical Mystery Moss Tour” for the 
April 2011 newsletter.

Lee’s neighbor for 10 years, Harry 
Link, said he drew inspiration from Lee 
and eventually became a Master Gar-
dener with Lee’s encouragement. Link 
now plans to build a 125 foot by 40 foot 
public rain garden/memorial garden at 
the East Haddam Senior Center as a 
tribute to his dear friend. 

“He was great guy,” said Link. “A 
gentle and amazing person. He was like 
a father to me.”

Link hopes that the people whose 
lives were touched by Lee will be willing 
help out with materials, labor and plant 
donations which will be placed in the gar-
den and labelled with the donors’ names.

For more information on making 
contributions to the garden, call Harry 
Link at (860)798-8650.  

Keri Milne  
 CHS Board Member

Society
Personalities

Keri Milne lives in Wethersfield, Conn. As 
a professional landscape gardener and the 
owner of  The Perennial Gardener, Keri 
works side-by-side with several of  her 
customers and coaches them throughout 
the year.

Why and when did you first join 
CHS?
I joined CHS about 7 years ago. Friends 
Rose Riley and Christa Sywenkyj brought 
me to a meeting. From that first meet-
ing I knew I could learn so much more 
within my field. I have only missed two 
meetings since joining. Every meeting is 
exciting and encouraging because I am 
always learning something new.

What are your roles within CHS?
Given my previous experience at the 
Boston flower shows with the Stock-
bridge Botanical Gardens from ages 
16-18. I looked forward to working here 
in Connecticut. Volunteers were needed 
for the Flower Show and I was happy to 
lend a hand. That has led me to helping 
with refreshments, the Education Com-
mittee and now I am a new Board of  
Directors member.

How did you get into gardening?
My dad said I have been a gardener since 

I was 6 years old and helped him to plant 
corn in our backyard in Stockbridge, 
Mass. I have always enjoyed working with 
plants. I would always be in the woods 
or fields around our home. My first job 
was at the Stockbridge Botanical Gardens 
when I was hired as summer help at age 
15. I lived there and felt right at home. 
After graduating from the Stockbridge 
School of  Agriculture with an A.S. in 
Floriculture, one of  my jobs was as an 
assistant to the head gardener of  the 
display beds at White Flower Farm.

How would you describe your style 
of  gardening and why?
Uncomplicated, because I enjoy the va-
riety of  plants I can collect. I don’t have 
any particular style. As a horticulturalist, 
with each plant I always think, “I need 
to learn more about you,” then, “Where 
do I put you?” 

What do you like best about your 
own garden?
The variety, texture and foliage. It is such 
a pleasure to watch it change through-
out the seasons. It’s always a work in 
progress.

Who has inspired you?
I have enjoyed the inspiration of  both 

Roy Boutard, the director at Stockbridge 
Botanical Garden, his family, and the late 
David Smith, White Flower Farm, who 
taught me patience and resilience. I al-
ways felt lucky when I started working to 
not get fired. When asked to deadhead all 
the petunias I disbudded them because 
I didn’t know the difference. Roy said, 
“You’ll only make that mistake once...
(and) they’ll all grow back.” Because 
of  both men, I have easily faced and 
overcome many gardening challenges. 
At both places their passion and com-
mitment was so clear, it made me who I 
am today: someone who loves gardening 
and educating my customers. That makes 
me one of  the few people who can say, 
“I have never worked a day in my life.” 

Keri Milne

David Smith, from page 1      

served until the end of  WWII. After the 
war, David pursued a career in horticul-
ture. In 1954, he and Diana came to the 
U.S. as newlyweds by invitation of  the 
owners of  White Flower Farm. Hired 
as a plant propagator, he quickly rose to 
Director of  Horticulture by 1968. He 
officially retired in 1990, but continued 
to give lectures and tours of  gardens, the 
passion of  his life, until his death. David 
was also very active in the Litchfield 
community.

In 1992, David was presented the 
Thomas Roland Medal by the Mas-
sachusetts Horticultural Society for 
exceptional skill in Horticulture; in 1995 
the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award, 
given to a Connecticut resident who has  
significantly benefitted the art of  garden-
ing or made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to horticulture; and the 2010 CHS 
Service Award.

“As many of  you know David suf-

fered over the last year from treatments 
associated with skin cancer. Nonetheless, 
David continued his efforts supporting 
Connecticut Horticultural Society schol-
arships and participating in meetings,” 
said CHS President Nancy Brennick. 
“Together we planted pots for the 2015 
CT Flower and Garden Show and got 
them to the coolers just a month ago. We 
will miss his advice, his stories of  RAF, 
of  gardening, of  royalty, and of  White 
Flower Farm, along with the comfort 
of  his company and guidance to CHS.”

One tribute to David on the CHS 
website beautifully explained his lasting 
legacy.

“David seemed truly immortal to 
many of  us, and in the true spirit of  CHS, 
he certainly is because of  his extensive 
gardening knowledge that he shared with 
all of  us, and also because of  the many 
wonderful plants he shared with us and 
which we bought at the auctions through 

the years,” wrote CHS member Nancy 
Johnson. “I will always cherish with 
fond memories David’s primula ‘Wanda’, 
his lovely astilbes, and the yellow iris 
he said was no longer available in the 
trade. These are the plants that make our 
garden special – a garden full of  many 
memories and plants from many special 
gardeners who have enriched our lives.”

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Connecticut Horticultural Society 
(in honor of  David J. A. Smith) c/o 
CHS, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 
06067-2569. Everyone is invited to post 
their memories of  David on the website, 
cthort.org, under the group “Remember-
ing David Smith.”  

or windy, interrupt the process, resuming 
it when the raw weather has passed.

A week or so into this process, the 
young plants are sufficiently toughened 
and ready for their permanent homes. 
Choosing a mild, fairly still day, nestle 
the plants into their final home and enjoy 
the satisfaction that comes from knowing 
you have nurtured them, and supervised 
their care, from the very beginning.  

Randel A. Agrella has been with Baker Creek 
Heirloom Seed Company since 2005 oversee-
ing the rare seed production. He also runs his 
own heirloom plant business, Abundant Acres 
Heirloom Nursery, www.abundantacres.net.

s s s s s



February 2015 CHS Newsletter Page 3Page 8 February 2015 CHS Newsletter

CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and non-members alike, with a $10 
donation requested from non-mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you!

Date: Thursday, February 19, 2015

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford, Conn.

Kerry Ann Mendez, a self-taught 
gardener with over 25 years 
of  experience, is a “passion-

ate perennialist” who enjoys mixing 
humor with practical information. She 
is dedicated to teaching the art of  low-
maintenance perennial gardening and 
landscaping. As a garden consultant, 
designer, writer and lecturer, she focuses 
on time-saving gardening techniques 
and workhorse plant material, as well as 
organic practices.

Mendez has authored 3 books, her 
top-selling first book, “The Ultimate 
Flower Gardener’s Top Ten Lists”, was 
released in 2010; followed by her sec-
ond book, “Top Ten Lists for Beautiful 
Shade Gardens” in 2011. Kerry’s third 
book, and topic for our program Feb. 
19, is “The Right-size Flower Garden—
Exceptional, Low-Maintenance Plants 
and Design Solutions for Aging and 
Time-Pressed Gardeners”, which will be 
released this month. 

Today, the reality of  a “bigger is bet-
ter” garden no longer holds the same 
allure as a “small is beautiful” one, says 
Mendez. We’re busy, we’re aging, and the 
demands of  the garden can feel over-
whelming. What to do? Make smarter use 
of  the space we have and the plants we 
select, she says. In “The Right-size Flower 
Garden”, she shares her successful recipe 
for having a garden we can manage and 
love again...the right-size, low mainte-
nance, drought tolerant garden. The goal 

is ditching 50% of  the work by choosing 
high-value plants and making simple de-
sign changes. She explains which plants 
to switch out, which ones aren’t worth 
the effort, and which tools and practices 
will take the “chore” out of  gardening. 

“Kerry Mendez has over 25 years 
of  professional and personal gardening 
experience with special interest in low-
maintenance gardening. Kerry is a garden 
author and lecturer who incorporates 
humor, abundant excitement, knowledge, 
and above all a passion for low-main-
tenance garden and landscape design,” 
said Dr. Steven Still, Executive Director, 
The Perennial Plant Association; former 
professor of  landscape horticulture, Ohio 
State University. “Kerry is the perfect au-
thor to approach the topic of  right-sizing 
a garden to fit changing lifestyles.”  

In addition to her books, she has 
been in numerous magazines including 
Horticulture, Fine Gardening, Garden Gate 
and Better Homes and Gardens’ Garden Ideas 
and Outdoor Living. As a presenter for 
Horticulture magazine’s webinar series, her 
webinars attract thousands of  gardeners 
from around the country. Her next one 
will be March 26th at 2:00 p.m.

February 19 Speaker
Kerry Ann Mendez Presents:

Right-Sizing Your Perennial Garden

She was awarded the 2014 Gold Med-
al from the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, an honorary medal presented 
to outstanding horticulturalists, plant 
innovators, and those who have made 
significant contributions to the enjoy-
ment and appreciation of  plants and the 
environment.

Mendez is the owner of  Perennially 
Yours, a landscaping company focusing 
on the art of  low-maintenance peren-
nial gardening and the founder of  the 
annual Great Gardens and Landscaping 
Symposiums at the Equinox Resort in 
Vermont. A busy lecturer and teacher, 
she gives over 25 workshops and at least 
60-70 talks yearly.   

In the event of inclement weather on the 
night of a CHS program meeting, tune into 
CBS Radio – WTIC 1080 AM or WFSB TV 
Channel 3, or call the office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.

Kerry Ann Mendez

At our January meeting we 
congratulated and celebrated 
those members who will reach 

a milestone anniversary during 2015. 
The Membership Committee started a 
new tradition at CHS to recognize those 
members who have renewed their mem-
bership without interruption and reached 
a milestone year at 10, 15, 20, 25 30 and 
35 years. We are proud of  our member-
ship and recognize the commitment of  
each individual in our organization.

35 Years
John Gavin Genevra Goodwin

30 Years
Martha Fanelli                  Jackie Jacobs 
Richard Jaynes                 Sara Knight 
Betty Stevens                   Gloria Weiss

25 Years
Thomas Christopher      Barbara David 
Donna Stout 

20 Years
Beth Becker Mary Britcher 
Deborah Gilpin Nancy Rey
Robert & Susan Bauer

15 Years
Sigita Banevicius Patricia Denno 
Joyce Falkin Cheryl Fox 
Ginny Gingras Helen Kuzina 
Jeanne Parker Debbye Rosen
Jan Schermerhorn Rebecca Sisson
Judy Straub
Nancy Brennick & Richard Kuzmak
Joan & Mark Ernst 
Chuck & Debbie Landrey 
Larry & Judy Olsen 

CHS Members Celebrate Milestone Anniversaries

10 Years
Mary Aiello Lorette Archer
Anita Ballek               Constance Clark
Sandra Goralnick       Bonnie Hoskins
Margaret Hoskins     Lois Johnson
Irene Kramer            Jan Nickel
Marie Patrizzo           Carolyn Reed
Carol & Charles Sonne
Joseph & Margaret Verdon
Elaine Widmer & Tom Gruber
Sarah Bailey & Robert Gale
David & Linda Durfee
Melanie & Malcolm Galen

CHS Website-Come See What You are Missing

The new and improved Con-
necticut Horticultural Society’s 
website, cthort.org, is a valuable 

part of  your membership but if  you still 
haven’t explored it yet, here is a brief  
review of  what you need to know to 
navigate the site and reap all the benefits.

Events and articles are frequently 
added to the website, especially news 
that hasn’t reached your mailbox yet, so 
why wait a month to see what everyone 
is up to?

Once you become a member you 
have exclusive access to the “members 
only” area of  cthort.org where you may 
personalize the site to feature your inter-
ests and activities within CHS, including 
a photo for your profile and a short bio 
write-up for your “about me” section if  
you choose. 

If  you have yet to access the “mem-
bers only” section, look for the Join 
Us section in the yellow frame to the 
right side of  the page. Click on Find 
out More. This brings up the Join as a 
Member page where our benefits and 
dues are listed. Click on Register Now. 
This will take you to Register: Select 
a Subscription. Choose the appropri-
ate membership and Click on Sign Up. 
In this next page, Create an Account, 
enter your information. Once you cre-
ate a password, please write down your 
username and password so you can access 
the site again later. Click Sign Up when 
you have completed your Account and 
Profile Details. A Register screen with 
your total amount due appears. If  you 
have not renewed your membership yet 
you can do it right now and pay via PayPal 

following the prompts. 
If  you already are a member then en-

ter the “coupon code” mailed to you with 
your renewal. After you click the “apply 
coupon” button a new message appears 
and tells you that you are registered and 
have full access.

Congratulations! You are now logged 
in to the Member Only pages.

Once you are signed in, you have 
access to Newsletters (current and 
past), Groups (such as Seed Exchange 
and Shadey Gardeners), Membership, 
Profile, Settings and Activity. Activity 
allows you to note who is logged in or 
has been active recently on the site. Click-
ing on another member’s name will take 
you to their profile page, where you can 
see information they have shared. You 
can also message other members.   
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

email: connhort@gmail.com
website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Heather M. Lockwood
CHS Director of  Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
30 under 30 ....................................... $30
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business ............................................. $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of  the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of  the CHS Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permis-
sion is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2015

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to 
resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the March issue is February 6. Costs 
given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Getting Your Garden Show Ready
Thursday, Feb. 5, 12 p.m. at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard, 
West Hartford, Conn. The West Hart-
ford Garden Club is sponsoring speaker 
Sheila Wertheimer, landscape histo-
rian, landscape architect and landscape 
consultant to the Florence Griswold 
Museum in Old Lyme and the Webb 
House in Wethersfield. Guest donation 
of  $10.00 includes light lunch, reserva-
tions required. Call (860)561-0724. More 
information can be found at www.west-
hartfordgardenclub.org.
Vegetable Insect and Disease 
Workshops 1
Saturday, Feb. 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Litchfield County Extension Center, 
Torrington, Conn. The topic is “Pest and 
Diseases of  Cucurbits and Brassicas.” 
This is intended for beginning farmers 
but is open to everyone-registration 
required. Agenda, information and reg-
istration can be found at http://www.
extension.uconn.edu/root/feb-veg-
wkshp.php. Program fee is $20. Contact: 
joan.allen@uconn.edu or (860)486-6740. 
Walk-in registration is allowed at both 
workshops if  space allows.
Vegetable Insect and Disease 
Workshops 2
Saturday, Feb. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 

Tolland Agricultural Center, Vernon, 
Conn. The topic is “Pests and Diseases 
of  the Solanaceae and Legumes.” This 
is intended for beginning farmers but is 
open to everyone-registration required. 
Agenda, information and registration 
can be found at http://www.extension.
uconn.edu/root/feb-veg-wkshp.php. 
Program fee is $20. Contact: joan.allen@
uconn.edu or (860)486-6740. Walk-in 
registration is allowed at both workshops 
if  space allows.

History of  the Woodford Pickin’ 
Patch Farm
Monday, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m. at the Apple 
Barn, 60 Old Farms Rd, West Simsbury, 
Conn. The Simsbury Garden Club will 
sponsor speaker Janet Carville of  The 
Woodford Farm. It is Connecticut’s 
10th oldest family farm, being continu-
ously run by members of  the Woodford 
family since 1666. Carville, who is a 
direct descendant of  the Woodford/
Carville families, will tell us how and 
why the Woodford Pickin’ Patch Farm 
was created, beginning with a historical 
movie made in 1945, that is beautifully 
preserved. The meeting is open to the 
public. There is a suggested guest do-
nation of  $5.00 for each program. For 
more information go to simsburygar-
denclub.org.

Historic Garden Week In Virginia  April 21-27, 2015 – 7 days/6 nights

“The King and I” at Lincoln Center, New York City  Weds., April 15, 2015 

walking tour include several homes built 
in the 19th century that have been metic-
ulously restored for 21st century living, 
and the Hunter House, now a Victorian 
museum. This house and garden tour 
includes a demonstration of  Victorian 
style floral arrangements. We will pick up 
our boxed lunches to enjoy as we “hit the 
road” for Richmond! We arrive to check 
in at the Crowne Plaza Richmond, our 
hotel for two nights. Off  to the VMFA 
for a docent-led tour of  the “Van Gogh, 
Manet and Matisse: The Art of  the 
Flower” exhibit. After our tour we will 
have dinner at “Amuse,” the museum’s 
fine dining restaurant.

Day 4: Richmond Garden Tours run along 
the fashionable Cary Street Road cor-
ridor. We will be treated to four and 
a half  acres of  park-like gardens on 
Hillcrest Avenue, the results of  a resto-
ration which began in 1991. Two other 
featured gardens were designed by noted 
landscape architect Charles F. Gillette. 
The gardens at Wilton House Museum 
are also included. They were designed in 
1935 by the landscape architect for the 
Garden Club of  Virginia. Evening free 
to in Richmond.

Day 5: Today we head off  to the Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden. Our guided tour 
will tell us why the Travel Channel lists 

Each spring visitors are wel-
comed to some of  Virginia’s 
most beautiful gardens, homes 

& historic landmarks during “America’s 
Largest Open House.” This event pro-
vides visitors a unique opportunity to 
see unforgettable gardens at the peak 
of  Virginia’s springtime color, as well 
as beautiful houses of  Virginia Garden 
Club members. 

Day 1: Head south via deluxe motor 
coach for sunny Virginia Beach. We’ll 
arrive for two nights on the beach at the 
Oceanfront Inn - our rooms have private 
balconies facing the Atlantic Ocean. And 
a welcome seafood buffet dinner marks 
our arrival. 

Day 2: After breakfast we visit the gar-
dens at Virginia Beach’s cottages. A rail-
road company laid out Virginia Beach’s 
North End, a narrow three-mile strip 
that’s only two blocks wide for much 
of  its length, in the 1880’s and sold lots 
for summer cottages. This tour includes 
several private homes and gardens. We 
will have a buffet lunch at the Princess 
Anne Country Club. After visiting the 
gardens we will return to the hotel to 
freshen up before dinner at a local res-
taurant. B, L, D.

Day 3: Today, after breakfast, off  to the 
Gardens of  Norfolk. Highlights of  this 

this as one of  the “best botanical gardens 
in the US.” Time on own to explore and 
lunch before departing for a guided man-
sion and garden tour of  Gillette designed 
Agecroft Mansion. This 15th century Tu-
dor was originally built in Lancashire, 
England. After it fell into disrepair it 
was auctioned off  to Thomas C. Wil-
liams Jr. who painstakingly dismantled, 
shipped across the Atlantic and rebuilt it. 
Afterwards we depart for our last stop: 
Charlottesville. Check into the Holiday 
Inn University and enjoy dinner on your 
own at the wonderful Pedestrian Walk.

Day 6: Begin with a guided tour of  Jef-
ferson’s Monticello mansion and gardens. 
Afternoon free before our farewell din-
ner. B, D

Day 7: Back home after breakfast. B

Trip space is limited—book early.
COST: $1,389 p.p. twin based on 30 – 35 
persons, $1,729 p.p. single; Non-member 
add $50. Includes: Deluxe motor coach, 
six nights hotel, tax, baggage, four break-
fasts, one buffet lunch, one box lunch, four 
dinners, admissions and sightseeing per 
itinerary, driver gratuity, $50 p.p. dona-
tion to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson. 
Deposit: $500 p.p. due with reservation 
ASAP to secure your space. Trip is limited to 
35 passengers. Final payment: by Febru-
ary 25, 2015. Contact Friendship Tours at 
(860)243-1630 or www.friendshiptours.net

Five-time Tony Award® nomi-
nee Kelli O’Hara and Academy 
Award® nominee Ken Watanabe 

star in a magnificent  new Broadway pro-
duction of  Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
beloved “The King and I.” Tony winner 
Bartlett Sher (South Pacific) directs this 
classic tale of  a British schoolteacher’s 
unexpected relationship with the imperi-
ous King of  Siam.

Featuring a cast of  more than 50, 
choreography based on the original by 

Jerome Robbins, and a score of  treasured 
songs including “Getting to Know You” 
and “Shall We Dance?” in their glorious, 
original orchestrations, Lincoln Center 
Theater’s new staging of  “The King 
and I” invites you to get to know this 
enchanting musical classic.

Enjoy a pre-show luncheon at Bra-
zil Brazil. Advance choice of  Chicken 
Breast with Italian sausage or Pan 
Roasted Salmon with Dijon Glaze or 
Pasta Primavera. 

Cost: CHS members $212 p.p.; non-
members $218 p.p. Trip departs 7:30 a.m. 
from Emmanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan 
Drive, West Hartford, returning 8 p.m. Also 
may depart 8 a.m. at Commuter Lot, 500 
Main Street, East Hartford, returning 7:30 
p.m. To reserve your seats, please call Friend-
ship Tours at (860)243-1630 or go to www.
friendshiptours.net. Make checks payable 
to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship 
Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT  
06002. Payment due at time of reservation. 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a 
substitute.

uuuuuuuuuu

Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m. at the CHS 
Office, Rocky Hill, Conn. This lecture 
will be presented by Kevin Wilcox, an 
expert on Conifers and Woody Orna-
mentals. Pruning can be the difference 
between a jumbled landscape and a 
beautiful one. Come learn how pruning 
is critical to the health and wellbeing of  
any tree or shrub, starting when plants 
are young to ensure a beautiful speci-
men as they grow. There are some very 
specific rules about how to prune and 
each plant, whether conifers, woody 

Pruning: Proper Techniques for a 
Beautiful and Healthy Landscape

ornamentals, or roses, all have different 
requirements when it comes to prun-
ing. There is also a right and wrong time 
of  year to prune, depending on the 
plant. Lecture is limited to 20 people. 
The fee is $15.00 for members and 
$25.00 for non-members. There will 
be a follow-up Pruning Demonstration 
in April, date, time and location to be 
determined. Please sign up through 
the CHS Office at: (860)529-8713 or 
Connecticut Horticultural Society, 2433 
Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT  06067.
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Indoor Seed Starting Made Easy
by Randel A. Agrella

(continued on page 5)
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Mon., Feb. 6 – Deadline for March 

newsletter

Thurs., Feb. 5 – CHS Board Meeting, 
7 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Wed. Feb. 11 – Education Committee 
Meeting, 7 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Thurs., Feb. 19 – Speaker Kerry 
Mendez presents “Right-Sizing the 
Perennial Garden”

Thurs., Feb 19-22 – CT Flower Show

Mon. March 30 – Nominations due 
for Service Awards & Gustav A. L. 
Mehlquist Award

Many gardeners grew up watch-
ing mother or dad purchasing 
starts of  tomatoes, peppers or 

squash at the nursery or grocery store 
and are intimidated at the thought of  
raising plants indoors starting from seed, 
but it really isn’t hard to do, provided 
basic requirements are met. 

Why grow your own? Mostly, for avid 
gardeners, it’s just fun! But there are 
practical motivations as well.

Some vegetable crops require too 
long a season to be successfully direct-
seeded in the garden. But even in long-
season climates, starting early indoors 
can bring in a crop several weeks earlier.

There are other reasons to start seeds 
indoors. When you start seeds yourself, 
you choose from all the commercially 
available varieties to be found in the seed 
catalogs or online—literally thousands 
of  varieties. You can have plants just 
when you want them, and you know no 

harmful chemicals were used.
Economy is still another factor. 

Gone are the days of  99-cent six-packs 
of  tomato plants. Single plant sales are 
now the norm, often ranging from a 
dollar to as much as three dollars per 
small transplant. Contrast this with seed 
packets containing 25-50 seeds for a 
couple of  dollars or so, and the effort of  
starting your own seeds begins to look 
worthwhile! 

Which kinds to start: Since it’s a fairly 
labor-intensive process, it’s best to limit 
indoor seed starting to the higher yield-
ing plants. It’s also wise to work with 
those types that tolerate transplanting 
most readily, or that could not be grown 
to maturity within your area’s frost-free 
season. The kinds most usually started 
are: tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cu-
cumbers, squash, melons and watermel-
ons, artichokes, cabbage, cauliflower, 

Seedlings, photograph courtesy Agricultural Research Service, USDA

 

January Speaker Karen Bussolini:  
What Photography Can Teach You About Garden Design

meeting  moments 

What compels you to take a photo 
is the same composition of  
elements that makes a garden 

view beautiful, said speaker Karen Bus-
solini at the January meeting. Using a 
slide presentation of  her work in her twin 
passions, gardening and photography, she 
explained her tips for a more beautiful 
landscape using a photographer’s eye. Just 
a few of  her techniques:
• Big picture first—then details.
• Frame your view—limb up or sideways.
• Consider the effects of  light and shadow.
• Look at the composition: lines, diago-

nals, repetition and pattern.
• Foregrounds should be impeccable, in 

pictures and beds.
• Do not ignore the background—your 

eye might but a camera won’t!
Garden photographer Karen Bussolini (far right) signed her books at the Jan. 
meeting.                                                                 Photo by Heather Lockwood

David J. A. Smith, 
Member Emeritus, 
Passed Jan. 2, 2015

It is with great sadness we advise 
you of  the passing of  our beloved 
member emeritus David J. A. Smith 

of  Litchfield, Conn. on January 2, 2015 
at the age of  89. He was predeceased 
by his beloved wife Diana, to whom he 
had been married for 55 years, and he is 
survived by his three sons.

David had been a member of  CHS 
since 1984, serving as president and 
vice president and in many other vol-
unteer capacities. Most notably, he was 
tireless in his devotion to raising funds 
for horticultural scholars and sharing 
his gardening knowledge with novices 
and professionals alike. The third CHS 
annual Horticultural Scholarship was 
designated in David’s honor in 2009. 
He became a member emeritus in 2010.

David was born in Shropshire, Eng-
land in 1925 and raised on the Earl of  
Bradford’s estate, where his father was 
Head Gardener. He enlisted in the Royal 
Air Force in 1943, completed his pilot’s 
training here in the U.S., and proudly 

David J. A. Smith    photo by Steve Silk


