
The Connecticut Hardy Cactus – It Exists! A Guide to Growing Winter Hardy Cacti
By Ken Mosher

Help CHS Honor Horticulture’s Finest
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When most people picture 
where cacti grow, they think 
of  the tall Saguaros growing 

in the heat of  the desert in the American 
southwest. And while it’s true that most 
cacti are adapted to growing in areas 
with limited rainfall, it’s not the case that 
cacti only grow where it’s hot. In fact, the 
Saguaro, native to the Sonoran desert in 
western Arizona and Sonora, Mexico, is 
often subject to freezing temperatures 
in winter. The same is true of  many 
cacti; even though they often grow in 
arid areas, those areas are not necessarily 
warm year round and many cacti spend 
the winter under a cozy blanket of  snow. 

The group of  cacti that tolerate freez-
ing temperatures are often referred to as 
“winter hardy” cacti, and those that we 
can grow here in Connecticut are de-
scribed as “cold, wet, winter hardy cacti.” 

It’s now your opportunity to help 
CHS honor those who have devoted 
so freely their time and talents to the 

betterment of  horticulture, the special 
people whose energy, experience, and 
know-how has benefitted either CHS 
or to the general horticultural industry.

How can you help us honor and 
recognize their efforts? 
 1. Nominate a CHS member for the 

CHS Service Award. This award is 
given to a CHS member in recogni-
tion of  their devotion and service 
“above and beyond” the call of  duty. 
Can you think of  someone who helps 
to make CHS a stronger, better, and 
more vibrant organization? Or some-
one who works behind the scenes 

Go figure. There is even book dedicated 
exclusively to this subject, “Growing 
Winter Hardy Cacti in Cold/Wet Climate 
Conditions” by John Spain. It contains 
a wealth of  information about different 
hardy cacti and how to grow them with 
many specific recommendations for 
which ones do especially well in Con-
necticut. John is a well-known authority 
on winter hardy cacti and a founding 
member of  the Connecticut Cactus & 
Succulent Society (CC&SS).  

Can you really grow cacti outdoors in 
Connecticut? The answer to that ques-
tion is yes, if  you choose the correct 
cacti. There is even a cactus that is native 
to Connecticut, Opuntia humifusa, one 
of  the many cacti with flat pads that 
are known generally as prickly pears. 
Another cactus, Opuntia fragilis, has a 

and the reasons they should be consid-
ered for the award. A secondary letter of  
support is requested from another CHS 
member. Recent CHS Service Award 
recipients include: Bonnie McLachlan 
(2014), Leslie Shields (2013), Karen Ells-
worth (2012), Fran Schoell and Joanne 
Luppi (2011), David Smith (2010). Re-
cent Mehlquist Award recipients include: 
Dennis E. Dodge (2014) (posthumously), 
Tovah Martin (2013), The Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station (2012), 
Nancy DuBrule-Clemente (2011). 

Nomination letters should be for-
warded to Bonnie Penders, CHS Office, 
2433 Main St, Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
or via email Connhort@gmail.com by 
Thursday, April 30.  

tirelessly for the benefit of  CHS?
2. Provide CHS with nominations for 

the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award. 
This award is given to a Connecticut 
plantsman or woman who has had 
an impact on the art of  gardening or 
has made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to horticulture. Do you know 
someone who has made praisewor-
thy efforts to develop new plants or 
to bring new horticultural techniques 
or new design ideas to Connecticut 
residents? If  so, consider nominat-
ing them. 
Nominations for both awards are 

made by active CHS members. To submit 
one, send us a brief  letter including back-
ground information about your candidate 

Opuntia fragilis flowering in the author’s 
Connecticut garden.
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Time to Divide and Donate
We need your divided perennials, excess houseplants, extra over-wintered 

tenderlings and whatever you can spare to have a successful Spring Plant 
Auction & Sale. Your donations – large and small, many or few, rare or not – 
ensure that our fundraising efforts allow us to offer as many CHS Scholarships 
as possible.

Need help getting your plants to us? Call the CHS office at (860)529-8713 
and we will arrange transport!

To donate and for more information, please contact Plant Auction Com-
mittee Chair Leslie Shields at (860)747-8175 or Selchie1@comcast.net. 
Time to Get Out There and Dig, Divide and Donate

Spring Plant Auction & Sale
Friday, May 1, 2015

at the Covenant Congregational Church in West Hartford
4:30 p.m. – Volunteers arrive

5 p.m. – Doors open for donations 
6:30 p.m. – Table plant viewing

7 p.m. – Plant Sale followed by Live Auction

Come join us at our new auction venue at the Covenant Congregational 
Church at 1 Westminster Drive, West Hartford. Take advantage of  bargain 

prices in our sale or bid to win collectible new introductions from our nursery-
men and rare plant divisions from our members’ gardens.

Admission is free, and our auctioneers will include Adam Wheeler, Chris 
Koppel, and Andy Brand of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden, as well as Kevin 
Wilcox of  Bloomfield, and John O’Brien of  O’Brien Nurserymen in Granby.

Remember:
Pot: Do it early, resist the urge to make small divisions, include a label with the 
plant’s common and botanic names (if  possible), and its cultural preferences, 
and write up a plant list with your name and address. The list is essential for a 
receipt for tax purposes.
Ask: Call local nurseries and garden centers for their tax deductible plant do-
nations. Bring a list of  donated plants and the nursery’s name and address so 
we can acknowledge them.
Help: As always, we need volunteers for all sorts of  things. 
Enjoy: Have fun and support a great cause. Proceeds go to the CHS Scholar-
ship Fund which provides three scholarships to the University of  Connecticut 
and two to Naugatuck Valley Community College for students majoring in 
horticulture and plant science. 
Directions: To Covenant Congregational Church: Take the Park Road exit 
from I-84, turn left onto Park Road. Park Road becomes Sedgwick Road. The 
Church is on the corner of  Sedgwick and Westminster.

CHS Nursery 10% Discounts
            Show  your membership card before transaction. Please assume discount applies to non-sale items.

Al’s Landscaping & Garden Center  
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111 
(860) 667-1822, alslandscaping.com

Better Stones 
200 Tolland St., East Hartford 06108 
(860) 289-1414, betterstones.com

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10)  
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555 
simsburygarden.com

Bosco’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1376 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury 06070 
(860) 658-2428, boscosgardencenter.com

Botticello Farms
209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040 
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center 
416 Park Road, West Hartford 06110 
(860) 561-2148, butlerflorestandgarden.com

Cricket Hill Garden / Peony Heaven
670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com

Cropley’s Garden Center & Landscaping
1262 Boston Tpke., Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364, cropleysgardencenter.com

Edmondson’s Farm Gift Shop & Florist 
Route 44, Coventry 06238, (860) 742-6124 
edmundsonsfarm.com

Go Organic LLC
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson  06277 
(860) 935-5235 
http://goorganicllc.com 

Gotta’s Farm 
661 Glastonbury Tpke., Portland 06480 
(860) 342-1844, gottasfarm.com

Harken’s Garden Center
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806, discount on plants only 
harkenslandscapesupply.com

Hop River Nursery 
251 Hop River Road (Rte. 6) 
Bolton 06043, (860) 645-9999 
hoprivernursery.com

Larson’s Garden Center 
26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013 
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com
Moscarillo’s
2600 Albany Ave., West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487, 10% on plant material 
only, moscarillos.com
Natureworks
518 Forest Road, Northford 06472 
(203) 484-2748, naturework.com
NE Seed
10% CHS members:  
Mail order neseed.com 
O’Brien Nurserymen
40 Wells Road, Granby 06035 
(860) 653-0163, obrienhosta.com
Riverside Nursery & Garden Center
56 River Road (Rte. 179), Collinsville 
06022, (860) 693-2285, discount applies to 
plant material only, riversidenursery-ct.com
Scott’s Orchard & Nursery
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681 
scottsorchardandnursery.com

Stone Post Gardens
1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457 
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com
The Garden Barn Nursery & 
Landscaping
228 West St., Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291, discount on non-sale plant 
materials only, gardenbarn.com
The Variegated Foliage Nursery
245 Westford Road, Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951, variegatedfoliage.com
Twombly Nursery
163 Barn Hill Road, Monroe 06468 
(203) 261-2133, twomblynursery.com
Warner Nursery & Garden Center
76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 06070 
(860) 651-0204, warnernursery.com
Woodland Gardens
168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040, 
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com
Woodland Trails Wildflower Nursery
32 Ashford Road, Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300  
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com

the marketplace

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Events through mid 2015
Spring Planting Techniques  April 18th

Mountain Laurel Festival  May 30th-June 7th
Perennial Collector’s Corner  June 13th

Cutting Propagation  June 24th
Dinosaur Plants  July 11th

Hydrangeas  July 28th

View our catalog and event details at:

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements Happenings are listed on a space-
available basis and this month our pages are filled to the brim. To see the Happenings 
for April, please go to the CHS website: www.cthort.org and click on Programs & 
Events. To submit events, email the listing to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the May 
issue is April 6.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and non-members alike, with a $10 
donation requested from non-mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you!
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford, Conn.

Robert Herman has over 30 years 
of  experience as a professional 
horticulturist, as well as having 

taught at the University of  Massachu-
setts, the Graduate Program in Land-
scape Design at Radcliffe College, and 
the International Master of  Landscape 
Architecture program at Anhalt Uni-
versity, in Germany. From 2007-2013, 
Robert was a full-time Horticulture In-
structor at Naugatuck Valley Community 
College (NVCC) in Waterbury, Conn. In 
2010, the American Horticultural Society 
honored Herman with their Teaching 
Award, he was bestowed with the Peren-
nial Plant Association’s Academic Award 
as well as being nominated for the U.S. 
Professors of  the Year Award. 

“Throughout my life, I have enjoyed 
almost parallel careers in both education 
and horticulture. In the field of  horticul-
ture, my background includes employ-
ment in private estates, nurseries in both 
the United States and Europe, a world-
renowned botanical garden and a 450-acre 
city park,” said Herman. “Horticulturally, 
I’ve tried to maintain a balance between 
having in-depth knowledge in one field, 
perennial plants, and a broad background 
of  horticultural subjects, which is essential 
to being an instructor of  horticulture on 
the college level,” he said.

Prior to assuming his position at 
NVCC, he had his own business, Un-
commonplants, which centered on im-
porting and exporting new and unique 
species and cultivars of  perennial plants 
between Europe and North America. His 
position as Director of  Horticulture at 
White Flower Farm in Connecticut was 
preceded by almost seven years as Chief  
Horticulturist for the Countess von Zep-
pelin Perennial Plant Nursery located in 
Germany, one of  the most prestigious 
nurseries in Europe. His life and work 
in Germany broadened his perspectives, 
he said, not only from a horticultural 
standpoint but also from social, cultural 
and political perspectives. 

Additional experience was gained as 
manager of  the gardens and greenhouses 

at the 450-acre Roger Williams Park in 
Providence, Rhode Island as well as a 
partnership in a landscape design firm in 
the same state. He was employed at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, 
Missouri, starting as Assistant Curator of  
the largest Japanese garden in the United 
States. It was an introduction to Japanese 
culture and religion as well as its gardening 
techniques and design, he said.

“I’ve had several motivating goals, 
both personally and professionally, as my 
life has progressed,” said Herman. “First 
of  all, I’ve wanted to communicate the 
importance of  plants in our lives, as well 
as the joys and rewards that can be had 
by working with them. Secondly, I’ve had 
the unique opportunity to live in two dif-
ferent cultures, experiencing them both 
in depth, especially with regards to the 
field of  horticulture. I’ve tried to work 
as a ‘bridge’ between these cultures by 
teaching, lecturing and writing on both 
continents and by creating internships 
that have led to an exchange of  informa-
tion and to new relationships. A final goal 
was to teach on the college level to educate 
knowledgeable, professional horticultur-
ists, who will improve our environment 
with responsible attitudes and methods.

“Although I initially entered the field 
because of  my love for plants, I found 
that the relationships with people who 
have the same interest, or passion, be-

Thursday, April 16, 2015 Speaker Robert Herman Presents:
Garden Design and Plant Selection by Habitat – Making the Most with Your Site 

came just as important.”
CHS is just such a group of  like-

minded people. Herman will be speaking 
on “Garden Design and Plant Selection 
by Habitat – Making the Most with Your 
Site.” Perennial plant gardening success 
is determined by selecting the right plant 
for the right place – according to its na-
tive habitat, he said. Designing and plant-
ing by habitat is a German ecological ap-
proach to combining perennials. Robust, 
low maintenance plants are selected and 
grouped according to their ideal growing 
situation. Herman will provide examples 
of  the various habitats and illustrate 
perennial plant combinations suited to 
each one in his talk April 16.  

In the event of inclement weather on the 
night of a CHS program meeting, tune into 
CBS Radio – WTIC 1080 AM or WFSB TV 
Channel 3, or call the office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.

Robert Herman
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Nutmeg State 
Orchid Soci-
ety President 

Sandy Myhalik and her 
husband, Steve Calde-
ron, will generously 
open their garden and 
orchid collection to 
CHS Saturday, May 30, 
from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. for an Education Committee fundraiser. 
Sandy will give a talk, sharing her tips and enthusiasm for or-
chids. Our private tour is of  her indoor collection and the out-
side grounds followed by wine and cheese on the couple’s deck.

When guests arrive, they pass through a gated fence into 
the front drive, where they will see peony and rhododendron 
gardens that sweep up the hill from the house as well as many 
perennials. Sandy’s gardens include a bountiful variety of  
plants. Her property opens up from the front of  her house 
to a beautiful view of  the gardens. In the rear of  her home 
and from her deck, Sandy has views of  her koi pond, gardens 
and beyond to the Farmington Valley. It is something that is 
rare and to be enjoyed. 

Private Orchid Collection  
& Garden Tour
Saturday, May 30, 2015

Tower Hill Private Talk & Tour Wednesday, May 20, 2015 
Lecture “Beautiful, Underused Garden Plants for the Discerning Gardener” 

Art Exhibit “Art of  the Heirloom” and Guided Gardens Tour

“One afternoon we found our valley view lot on Ely 
Road,” remembers Sandy. “We used to come here often with 
a bottle of  wine, watch the sunset and think how wonderful 
it would be to build a house here. We built our dream house 
and moved in 1994.”

During the long gray winter months Sandy said she missed 
her gardens and longed for flowers, so she started growing 
orchids in a sunny room in her basement. Her collection 
features dozens of  rare and exotic plants, and her specialty, 

855-770-3820 (Toll Free)    860-618-0557 (Fax)    www.DeerNoNo.com

ALL NATURAL   •   NON-TOXIC   •   NON-HAZARDOUS

The longest lasting, most effective  Deer Repellent  money can buy!

Easily and effectively 
protects your gardens, 
shrubs, and plants for 
up to 12 months

Used by home gardeners, 
landscapers, farmers, 
and nurserymen across 
the country for almost 
20 years

Sandy Myhalik’s lovely garden which she will graciously open for a 
private CHS tour May 30.

Join the CHS Education Committee Wednesday, May 20, 
as we travel to Boylston, Mass. to Tower Hill Botanic 
Garden, home of  the Worcester Horticultural Society. 

Enjoy a special presentation by Joann Vieira, Horticulture 
Director at Tower Hill, on “Beautiful, Underused Garden 
Plants for the Discerning Gardener.”

“In this program I share images, cultural requirements and 
sources for great garden plants that deserve wider use in the 
New England garden,” said Vieira. “Some are unusual plants, 
others are plants that have fallen from fashion but deserve a 
resurgence in use. I also tend to focus on plants that provide 
much needed beauty in the off  season, especially winter.”

The day will also include a guided tour of  the Botanic 
Garden, as well as time on your own to explore some of  the 
garden’s features such as The Cottage Garden, The Entry 
Garden, The Lawn Garden, The Limonaia, The Moss Steps, 
The Orangerie, The Secret Garden, The Systematic Garden, 
The Wildlife Refuge Pond, and more!

Tower Hill will also be featuring an exhibit of  original 
art commissioned by the Hudson Valley Seed Library for 
unique seed packs that will be in its catalog. Works include 
watercolor, collage, oil, embroidery and more.

Take a break for lunch on your own in the Twig’s Café or 
pre-order a boxed lunch.
Cost: $99 p.p. CHS members with boxed lunch, $82 without 
lunch, $109 p.p. non-members with boxed lunch, $92 without 
lunch. Includes deluxe motorcoach, admission to Tower Hill, 
presentation, guided tour, tour director, all gratuities, and $10 
donation to CHS Education Committee. Payment due at time of 
reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 
Departs 8 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Dr. West 
Hartford and returns 6 p.m. Or depart from Commuter Lot, 500 
Main St, East Hartford leaving at 8:30 a.m., returning at 5:30 
p.m. To reserve, please call Friendship Tours at (860)243.1630 
or go to www.friendshiptours.net. 

Tower Hill

(continued on page 5)

below grade is at risk of  rotting.
After planting, do NOT water them! 

Cacti should have time for any damaged 
roots to heal over before being watered. 
You can’t control Mother Nature but 
you can resist the urge to break out the 
garden hose. Once a week or so has 
passed it is safe to water, although you 
probably won’t need to. Your cacti will 
appreciate a drink during a dry spell 
but other than that, what falls from the 
sky is enough. They don’t require much 
fertilizer, and over fertilizing can cause 
them to grow so fast that they split open, 
which is rarely fatal but may be unat-
tractive. If  you do feed them then use a 
balanced fertilizer mixed 1/2 to 1/4 of  
the recommended strength. You may 
even want to use a low-nitrogen fertilizer, 
often recognizable by being labelled as 
“bloom booster.”

Cacti growing outdoors in Connecti-
cut aren’t bothered by many insect pests. 
The most common problem is one of  
many fungal infections. Other than lo-

Cacti, from page 6      

cating your plants in full sun and where 
there is good air circulation, there’s not 
a lot you can do to prevent fungal infec-
tions, and they’re even harder to treat. 
The most common fungus problem is 
one that manifests as black spots that get 
larger and spread. The flat padded Opun-
tias are the most susceptible. Although 
fungal infections in cacti are difficult to 
cure, there are several broad spectrum 
fungicides that can be effective, some 
treat the fungus externally and some are 
absorbed through the roots, providing 
systemic action. The only other choice is 
to remove the plant to prevent spreading 
the infection to its neighbors.

Most cacti are very long lived so 
you should be able to enjoy your cold, 
wet, winter hardy cacti for many years 
to come. It’s gratifying to watch a small 
plant grow to maturity and see it flower 
year after year. It’s fascinating to watch 
them shrivel in the fall and plump back 
up in the warm spring weather. I love go-
ing out into the garden every night after 

work to see who’s getting ready to flower 
or who’s putting on lots of  new growth 
or producing new offsets. It’s exciting to 
see a plant that was 2" or 3" tall when 
you bought it has become a large plant 
in a clump of  five or ten in the space 
of  a couple of  years. As a bonus you 
can win bets with people who refuse to 
believe that you can grow cacti outdoors 
in Connecticut.  

Ken Mosher has been a grower of cacti 
and succulents for 30 years and winter 
hardy cacti for 17 years. He is the owner 
of Drago Cactoid and past president of The 
Connecticut Cactus & Succulent Society. 

The Connecticut Cactus & 
Succulent Society’s 32nd 
Annual Cactus & Succulent 
Show & Sale happens April 
11 & 12, 2015. See page 12 
for details.
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Each year CHS gives an award 
to one landscape display at the 
Connecticut Flower & Garden 

Show which exhibits special merit and 
educational value which stimulates an 
interest in horticulture and inspires the 
home gardener through the use of  dis-
tinctive plant material and good design.

The judges this year, Nancy Brennick, 
Kevin Wilcox, John O’Brien, and Ginny 
Gingras, who has organized the judging 
many times and came back to help again 
this year on behalf  of  Elaine Widmer, 
considered 13 landscapes at the show. 
Each is viewed with no identifying names 
in order to ensure fairness.

The winner, for the 3rd year in a row, 
was Pondering Creations of  Terryville, 
Conn., owned by Kevin Rescildo, who 
built the display with one employee. The 
theme was the Spirit of  Spring after a long 
barren winter, revealing a kaleidoscope of  
colors and textures. Along with diverse 
plantings, it featured a floating stone path, 
stream, handcrafted garden structures, 
and artistic stonework. Kevin starting 
preparing in October, including forcing 
plants, a skill he has been developing for 

CHS 2015 Flower Show Award Recipient –  
Pondering Creations
4 years. He also built 
a stone mosaic bench 
under a pergola.

The judges care-
fully consider the va-
riety of  plants but 
also whether or not 
they make sense to-
gether, such as spring 
blooms mixed with 
summer. Plants la-
belled for the viewer’s 
education are also val-
ued, as well as unusual 
plant specimens.

Pondering Cre-
ation’s was deemed to be a good repre-
sentation of  early spring with well-placed 
plants based on their size, said John. The 
differing heights were also pleasing, said 
Kevin. 

“What might be missed is the extraor-
dinary effort it takes to get blooms timed 
for the show. There are literally hundreds 
in this display–from bog plants & hostas 
to rhodedendrons and trees. This is a 
show of  masterful greenhouse work, 
especially in a record cold winter. A cool 

and curvy garden gate was upcycled from 
Bellevue Hospital fencing. The combined 
plants, waterscapes and recycled elements 
have great appeal,” said Nancy.

Pondering Creations LLC is a custom 
landscaping business which specializes in 
stone works, water features and so much 
more. Kevin and his wife, Eliza, also have 
Pondering Creations Farm, a nature-
inspired gift shop which reopens in May 
for the season. For more information go 
to www.ponderingcreations.com.  

Kevin Rescildo of Pondering Creations receives his award from (l-r) 
Keri Milne, Nancy Brennick and Ginny Gingras. This is the 3rd year 
in a row that his landscape was deemed best in show by CHS.

Summer Gardens of Long Island Mon.-Wed., July 27-29, 2015 

on own and some shopping. Next stop, 
Pindar Winery for winetasting. After our 
day of  exploring the gardens, we’ll have 
time to freshen up at the hotel before 
heading to Riverhead to the North Quar-
ter Bison Farm. Ed Tuccio will meet us 
to take a look at his 500 acre bison farm 
and give its history. Then off  to historic 
Tweeds Restaurant & Buffalo Bar. 
Day 3: We begin our day with a hot 
continental breakfast before we depart. 
Today we explore the South Fork–be-
ginning with the Private Garden of  
Marcia Previti in East Hampton. This 
outdoor environment was developed 
over the last twenty years as a series of  
“exterior rooms.” There is a sun garden 
with stone terraces & fountain. Casual 
lawn and plantings with a tree house 
featuring dragon and hawks heads make 
up the east lawn and so much more… 
Our second Private Garden visit is to the 
home of  Arlene Bujese. Small but in-
credible! Situated on a sloping half-acre, 
the landscape comprises four rooms. A 
flower garden bordered by evergreens 
surrounds a goldfish pond in the rear of  
the house. Brick walks weave through-
out. The front property is terraced into 
three levels, each with evergreen back-
drops to create a green environment 
in the winter. Off  to the quaint village 
of  East Hampton, selected by National 
Geographic as one of  “America’s Most 

It’s summer and we’re off  on a fabu-
lous 3-day getaway to enjoy a special 
tour of  the Glorious Gardens of  

Long Island! Here is a brief  overview of  
this wonderful opportunity, which will 
include Old Westbury, Coe Hall, private 
gardens including “Madoo” (Robert 
Dash’s private home garden), a Bison 
Farm visit, and Pindar Winery. (To learn 
about this tour in greater detail please go to www.
friendshiptours.net.)
Day 1: Our first garden experience awaits 
us at Old Westbury Gardens, set on 160 
pastoral acres and considered one of  
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estates in North America. Time on your 
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of  insurance magnate William Robert 
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heiress. One of  the few remaining Gold 
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of  Dennis Schrader & Bill Smith. Set in 
the heart of  the North Fork wine region, 
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looks a seventeen acre beach and wetland 
native preserve. Flows from an 80 foot 
elevation to sea level via numerous paths 
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Beautiful Villages”—majestic old elms, 
green expanses, windmills, and the fa-
mous Town Pond with its 300 year old 
cemetery. Enjoy free time to explore, 
have lunch, lots of  fun shops here. Our 
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Member: $939 p.p. single. Non-member 
add $50. Includes: Deluxe Motorcoach, 
2 night hotel–Hyatt Place East End, hotel 
tax, baggage, 2 dinners, 2 hot continental 
breakfasts, sightseeing per itinerary, driver 
gratuity, $30 p.p. donation to CHS, escorted 
by Brett Isaacson. Deposit: $100 p.p. 
due ASAP with reservation to secure your 
space. Final Payment: by June 1, 2015 
Cancellation Policy: If a passenger can-
cels after deposit and before June 1, 2015 
fee of $75 pp; no refunds if cancelled after 
June 1, 2015 unless a substitute is provided. 
Contact Friendship Tours at (860)243-1630 
or www.friendshiptours.net. 

Coe Hall

phalaenopsis orchids. She particularly 
likes phalaenopsis because they bloom 
in the middle of  winter and the blooms 
last for a long time.

“It wasn’t long before I developed an 
addiction and now I have approximately 
100 plants!” said Sandy. “Then I had 
to become a Master Gardener to keep 
everything we worked so hard on alive. 
Now, I no longer have gray days or a free 
moment! But I love doting on the ‘babies’ 
and they reward me with their exquisite 
flowers and blue ribbons.”

Sandy’s “babies” enjoy a perfectly 
controlled environment with proper 
humidity, timed lighting, heating and fans 
which cater to their every need. 

The outside gardens have also en-
joyed tender loving care. Changing the 

raspberry briar patches into a beautifully 
landscaped property was an incredible 
amount of  work but the “to die for” 
views made it all worthwhile, said Sandy.

“You can tell how hard it was by look-
ing at the before and after pictures. Now, 
we rarely go out to dinner in the summer 
because we love eating on our deck over-
looking the gorgeous Farmington Valley.”

On a sultry summer afternoon you 
can while away the hours with a good 
book and some lemonade in the gazebo 
overlooking the koi pond, waterfall and 
stream. Or you can take a walk in Sandy’s 
favorite part of  the yard, the secret gar-
den. It’s quite large but no one knows 
it’s there. It’s so peaceful and beautiful 
when all the azaleas and rhododendrons 
are in full bloom. It’s a great place to 

meditate and commune with nature while 
the “frog band” serenades from the iris 
garden. And don’t forget to stop to smell 
the roses on the arbor and check out the 
perennial garden to see what’s blooming. 
Along the driveway the peonies are a 
sight to behold! 

“I hope you enjoy your walk through 
the gardens and orchid room,” said 
Sandy.  

Sandy and Steve’s home is located at 89 
Ely Road, Farmington, Conn. This tour is 
very limited: less than 20 tickets left. Early 
sign-up is encouraged. Members $40, non-
members $50. Proceeds to benefit the CHS 
educational mission. Please sign up through 
the CHS Office at: (860)529-8713 or 
email connhort@gmail.com.

Garden Tour, from page 4      
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native range that extends all the way to 
the Arctic Circle! The genus Opuntia 
contains hundreds of  species and can 
have flat stems, round stems (Cylindro-
puntia), short oval-shaped stems, no 
spines, short spines, long spines, a low 
scrambling habit or a tall upright habit, 
and flowers of  nearly every color. A large 
percentage of  the cold, wet, winter hardy 
cacti are Opuntias.

Aside from the Opuntias, there are 
those that have growth forms generally 
described as ball and clumping ball.  Ball 
is a good description because many of  
them stay short and generally spherical, 
although plenty will also grow taller. The 
clumping ones are different only in that 

tions classified as zone 7 and 5. If  you 
buy plants based only on their USDA 
hardiness claims then you’ll find that 
many of  them rot in the spring from our 
wet weather. 

The best time to plant is mid to late 
spring through early summer. You want 
to give your new cacti as much time as 
possible to settle into their new home 
by growing a healthy root system. If  you 
plant them too late then they might get 
heaved out of  the ground by the freeze/
thaw cycles of  our Connecticut winters. 
They also need time to get acclimated be-
fore they prepare themselves for winter, 
which they do by significantly reducing 
their water content. A happy cactus in 
winter may look sad and shriveled, but 
that’s a vital part of  surviving the freez-
ing weather. If  they were to remain fat 
with water the cells could burst when 
the water froze.

Your new cactus friends seem cute 
and cuddly, but if  you look closely you’ll 
suddenly notice they’re covered with 
sharp spines! Additionally, all Opuntias 
have a special surprise nestled alongside 
the spines, short, hair like spines called 
glochids. They come away with the slight-
est touch, are quite painful, and are hard 
to see and remove just to round out their 
pleasant nature. There have been times 
when I got some glochids embedded in 
my gardening gloves or my shirt. The only 
solution was to discard them; there is no 
reliable way to get them out of  clothing 
where they will jab you again and again.

Luckily, there are a number of  ways to 
get your new cacti planted without loud 
and frequent exclamations of  “Ouch!” 
One recommended tool is a pair of  salad 
tongs. I often use a combination of  my 
little gardening shovel in one hand and a 
spoon in the other. Roll up several sheets 
of  newspaper the long way and wrap that 
around the plant. In a pinch you can use 
an unsuspecting neighbor or relative, 
although I’ve found that only seems to 
work once. Only plant the cactus as deep 
as it was in its original pot, or if  you got 
it bare-root you can usually see where 
the soil line was. If  you plant it deeper, 
the part of  the body of  the cactus that’s 

Next, it helps to provide them with 
soil that has excellent drainage. This is 
best accomplished by using a mix of  3/8" 
to 1/4" gravel, rough sand and top soil. If  
you want to include any organic matter it 
should be kept to an absolute minimum. 
The specific mixture may differ depend-
ing on your own exact conditions, but a 
reasonable start would be to use 3 or 4 
parts gravel, 1 part sand and 1 part top 
soil. If  you want to vary from this mix 
then I’d suggest increasing the gravel 
component over the other two. Lastly, 
creating a raised bed will also help drain-
age. You can go simple and just dump 
your mix into a big pile or you can build 
a bed with walls made from any material 

(continued on page 9)
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Budget Actual

(Full Year) Sep - Feb

400 · Membership Dues $28,350 $23,263

415 · Interest/Dividend Income $0 $27

420 · Advertisements $200 $0

425 · Contributions/Donations $500 $313

452 · Transfer from BoA Investment Funds $39,840 $24,988

460 · Scholarship Income $7,900 $5,928

467 · Guest Fees $200 $110

468 · Education $2,000 $1,368

469 · Bulb Sales $500 $1,538

470 · Flower Show $500 $0

490 · Donations from Tours $5,000 $1,332

Total Income $84,990 $58,867

Budget Actual

(Full Year) Sep - Feb

510 · Office $13,590 $7,014

515 · Insurance $2,200 $421

530 · Payroll $16,500 $6,576

544 · Bookkeeping and Accounting $3,250 $139

570 · Web Services $1,300 $1,180

600 · Awards $600 $428

605 · Communications $3,100 $0

610 · Newsletter $22,300 $11,321

615 · Gifts & Donations $100 $0

700 · Scholarship Expenses $9,000 $477

710 · Membership Expenses $800 $11

715 · Education Expenses $1,000 $638

718 · Costs for Bulbs for Sale $500 $1,378

720 · Flower Shows $500 $90

740 · Lectures (including Meeting Hall Rent) $9,200 $5,825

750 · Social Events $300 $83

770 · Symposium Expense (Mark Twain 2016) $750 $750

Total Expense $84,990 $36,331

Net Income $0 $22,536

Balance on February 28, 2015 $32,150

CTHO 01 Capital Expenditures (Giving Tree) $1,016

CTHO 02 CHS Endowment $764,668

CTHO 03 Hoffman (Board Discretion) $5,491

CTHO 04 Lois & Herbert Isaacson Endowed Lecture Fund $26,504

CTHO 05 Scholarship Fund $19,427

Total Investments on February 28, 2015 $817,106

Income

Operating Budget

The Connecticut Horticultural Society
2014-2015 Financial Summary - Actual vs Budget

6 Months - September 2014 through February 2015

Expense

Checking Account at Webster Bank

Investments at U.S. Trust / Bank of America

Treasurer’s Report
September 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015

At the midpoint of  the CHS fiscal year our finances are 
in good shape relative to the budget and the Endowment 
Fund is growing at a nice pace. 

The 4% Spending Policy level of  withdrawal ($27,858 
for this year) from the Endowment to be used in the 
operating budget should allow the Endowment to con-
tinue in perpetuity. However, the Board has authorized 
an additional $11,282 to be withdrawn in order to meet 
this year’s operating budget. The Board has, and con-
tinues to, consider methods of  increasing revenue and 
reducing expense.

In view of  the above, the Finance Committee has 
recommended a small increase in dues for next year, 
which still requires approval by the Board and the general 
membership at the May meeting.

The newsletter is our greatest expense, as it costs 
an additional $9.00 per member per year when mailed. 
Please contact the CHS Office to request the color ver-
sion by email.

 Ken Stubenrauch, Treasurer

Lorraine Bouchard, West Hartford

Linda Buccino, Manchester

Ann Harrington-DiBella, Manchester

Cyndie & Richard Holden, Southbury

Blane Hurie, East Hartford

Justine Leeper, Bethlehem

New Britain Garden Club, Kensington

Laurene Pesce, Torrington

Eloise Plumley, East Berlin

Kim Radda, Newington

Cortney Sannizzaro, Granby

Marilyn Shirley, Tolland

Betty Standish, Wethersfield

Garth Welch, Oxford

Carolyn & Scott Wilcox, West Hartford

Karen Wolkowski, Colchester

the main plant will produce other plants, 
usually at its base, and form a clump 
over time. Sometimes these clumps can 
get quite large. Aside from their general 
shape they vary widely in the length, 
number and color of  spines and the color 
of  their flowers.

I realize that many people don’t 
equate cacti with flowers, but all cacti 
flower and many of  them are spectacular 
either in color, shape, size or all of  the 
above. Many Opuntias, including our 
native, have yellow flowers or yellow 
flowers with red centers, but there are 
species and varieties that have pink, red, 
cream, salmon, bronze and multi-colored 
flowers. One of  my favorites, Opuntia 
phaeacantha ‘Persimmon’ has shockingly 
bright pinkish salmony flowers.

To grow cacti outdoors successfully in 
Connecticut, even those classified as “cold, 
wet, winter hardy,” requires some special 
conditions. The more sun you can provide 
the better. Cacti may survive with less than 
optimal sun exposure, but surviving is dif-
ferent from thriving and they won’t grow 
well and may not flower. My own cactus 
bed gets sun for almost the entire day from 
mid-spring through mid-fall.

you choose. I built a bed that’s about 10” 
or 12" high at the edges and the gravel 
mix is piled a good 10" higher in the 
center. Adding a slope further reduces 
the water retention of  the already fast-
draining gravel mix. I called around to 
sand and gravel companies near me and 
found one that would mix the compo-
nents and deliver them in a dump truck.

A second option, if  you don’t have 
room or the inclination for a whole cac-
tus bed, is to grow them in troughs. Many 
of  us make or purchase “hypertufa” 
troughs. Hypertufa is a very lightweight 
concrete that stands up well outdoors. 
It’s made of  perlite, sphagnum moss and 
Portland cement with fiberglass fibers 
added for strength and stability. Clay pots 
tend to break during the winter and plas-
tic pots become brittle in the sun, which 
is why we often use hypertufa.

You can find references on the In-
ternet for winter hardy cacti, but you 
have to keep “cold, wet” in mind at all 
times. Many cacti are listed as suitable 
for USDA Plant Hardiness Zones 7, 6 
and even 5 (USDA zones range from 
13 to 1, warmest to coldest). Most of  
Connecticut is zone 6 but there are sec-

Most cacti are very long lived so you should be able to enjoy 
your cold, wet, winter hardy cacti for many years to come. It’s 
gratifying to watch a small plant grow to maturity and see it 
flower year after year.
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plant them too late then they might get 
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when I got some glochids embedded in 
my gardening gloves or my shirt. The only 
solution was to discard them; there is no 
reliable way to get them out of  clothing 
where they will jab you again and again.

Luckily, there are a number of  ways to 
get your new cacti planted without loud 
and frequent exclamations of  “Ouch!” 
One recommended tool is a pair of  salad 
tongs. I often use a combination of  my 
little gardening shovel in one hand and a 
spoon in the other. Roll up several sheets 
of  newspaper the long way and wrap that 
around the plant. In a pinch you can use 
an unsuspecting neighbor or relative, 
although I’ve found that only seems to 
work once. Only plant the cactus as deep 
as it was in its original pot, or if  you got 
it bare-root you can usually see where 
the soil line was. If  you plant it deeper, 
the part of  the body of  the cactus that’s 

Next, it helps to provide them with 
soil that has excellent drainage. This is 
best accomplished by using a mix of  3/8" 
to 1/4" gravel, rough sand and top soil. If  
you want to include any organic matter it 
should be kept to an absolute minimum. 
The specific mixture may differ depend-
ing on your own exact conditions, but a 
reasonable start would be to use 3 or 4 
parts gravel, 1 part sand and 1 part top 
soil. If  you want to vary from this mix 
then I’d suggest increasing the gravel 
component over the other two. Lastly, 
creating a raised bed will also help drain-
age. You can go simple and just dump 
your mix into a big pile or you can build 
a bed with walls made from any material 

(continued on page 9)
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Most cacti are very long lived so you should be able to enjoy 
your cold, wet, winter hardy cacti for many years to come. It’s 
gratifying to watch a small plant grow to maturity and see it 
flower year after year.



Page 8 April 2015 CHS Newsletter April 2015 CHS Newsletter Page 5

Each year CHS gives an award 
to one landscape display at the 
Connecticut Flower & Garden 

Show which exhibits special merit and 
educational value which stimulates an 
interest in horticulture and inspires the 
home gardener through the use of  dis-
tinctive plant material and good design.

The judges this year, Nancy Brennick, 
Kevin Wilcox, John O’Brien, and Ginny 
Gingras, who has organized the judging 
many times and came back to help again 
this year on behalf  of  Elaine Widmer, 
considered 13 landscapes at the show. 
Each is viewed with no identifying names 
in order to ensure fairness.

The winner, for the 3rd year in a row, 
was Pondering Creations of  Terryville, 
Conn., owned by Kevin Rescildo, who 
built the display with one employee. The 
theme was the Spirit of  Spring after a long 
barren winter, revealing a kaleidoscope of  
colors and textures. Along with diverse 
plantings, it featured a floating stone path, 
stream, handcrafted garden structures, 
and artistic stonework. Kevin starting 
preparing in October, including forcing 
plants, a skill he has been developing for 

CHS 2015 Flower Show Award Recipient –  
Pondering Creations
4 years. He also built 
a stone mosaic bench 
under a pergola.

The judges care-
fully consider the va-
riety of  plants but 
also whether or not 
they make sense to-
gether, such as spring 
blooms mixed with 
summer. Plants la-
belled for the viewer’s 
education are also val-
ued, as well as unusual 
plant specimens.

Pondering Cre-
ation’s was deemed to be a good repre-
sentation of  early spring with well-placed 
plants based on their size, said John. The 
differing heights were also pleasing, said 
Kevin. 

“What might be missed is the extraor-
dinary effort it takes to get blooms timed 
for the show. There are literally hundreds 
in this display–from bog plants & hostas 
to rhodedendrons and trees. This is a 
show of  masterful greenhouse work, 
especially in a record cold winter. A cool 

and curvy garden gate was upcycled from 
Bellevue Hospital fencing. The combined 
plants, waterscapes and recycled elements 
have great appeal,” said Nancy.

Pondering Creations LLC is a custom 
landscaping business which specializes in 
stone works, water features and so much 
more. Kevin and his wife, Eliza, also have 
Pondering Creations Farm, a nature-
inspired gift shop which reopens in May 
for the season. For more information go 
to www.ponderingcreations.com.  

Kevin Rescildo of Pondering Creations receives his award from (l-r) 
Keri Milne, Nancy Brennick and Ginny Gingras. This is the 3rd year 
in a row that his landscape was deemed best in show by CHS.

Summer Gardens of Long Island Mon.-Wed., July 27-29, 2015 

on own and some shopping. Next stop, 
Pindar Winery for winetasting. After our 
day of  exploring the gardens, we’ll have 
time to freshen up at the hotel before 
heading to Riverhead to the North Quar-
ter Bison Farm. Ed Tuccio will meet us 
to take a look at his 500 acre bison farm 
and give its history. Then off  to historic 
Tweeds Restaurant & Buffalo Bar. 
Day 3: We begin our day with a hot 
continental breakfast before we depart. 
Today we explore the South Fork–be-
ginning with the Private Garden of  
Marcia Previti in East Hampton. This 
outdoor environment was developed 
over the last twenty years as a series of  
“exterior rooms.” There is a sun garden 
with stone terraces & fountain. Casual 
lawn and plantings with a tree house 
featuring dragon and hawks heads make 
up the east lawn and so much more… 
Our second Private Garden visit is to the 
home of  Arlene Bujese. Small but in-
credible! Situated on a sloping half-acre, 
the landscape comprises four rooms. A 
flower garden bordered by evergreens 
surrounds a goldfish pond in the rear of  
the house. Brick walks weave through-
out. The front property is terraced into 
three levels, each with evergreen back-
drops to create a green environment 
in the winter. Off  to the quaint village 
of  East Hampton, selected by National 
Geographic as one of  “America’s Most 

It’s summer and we’re off  on a fabu-
lous 3-day getaway to enjoy a special 
tour of  the Glorious Gardens of  

Long Island! Here is a brief  overview of  
this wonderful opportunity, which will 
include Old Westbury, Coe Hall, private 
gardens including “Madoo” (Robert 
Dash’s private home garden), a Bison 
Farm visit, and Pindar Winery. (To learn 
about this tour in greater detail please go to www.
friendshiptours.net.)
Day 1: Our first garden experience awaits 
us at Old Westbury Gardens, set on 160 
pastoral acres and considered one of  
the most beautiful English style country 
estates in North America. Time on your 
own for lunch at the Café in the Woods 
and enjoy the gift shop & plant shed. 
Next stop will be a docent-led tour of  
Planting Fields-Coe Hall, former home 
of  insurance magnate William Robert 
Coe & Mai Rogers Coe, a Standard Oil 
heiress. One of  the few remaining Gold 
Coast Estates. Over 400 acres of  green-
houses, gardens and woodland plants 
have been landscaped by the Olmstead 
Brothers of  Brookline, MA. We continue 
east toward The Hamptons to spend 2 
nights at The Hyatt Place East End Hotel 
in Riverhead, in the heart of  the North 
& South Forks. Welcome dinner at Jerry 
& The Mermaids. 
Day 2: Today we explore the North 
Shore. First stop is the Private Garden 
of  Dennis Schrader & Bill Smith. Set in 
the heart of  the North Fork wine region, 
this two-plus-acre garden surrounds a 
restored 1840’s farmhouse. There are 
many perennial and mixed shrub bor-
ders throughout the garden. There are 
garden rooms hedged in by hornbeam, 
boxwood, and willow. The house and 
gardens are encircled by fourteen acres 
of  fields with mowed paths for viewing 
native plants and wildlife. Then we are 
off  to the Private Garden of  Arnold and 
Karen Blair. This self-designed, three 
acre Peconic Bay front property over-
looks a seventeen acre beach and wetland 
native preserve. Flows from an 80 foot 
elevation to sea level via numerous paths 
with various landings and overlooks. Off  
to explore Greenport Village for lunch 

Beautiful Villages”—majestic old elms, 
green expanses, windmills, and the fa-
mous Town Pond with its 300 year old 
cemetery. Enjoy free time to explore, 
have lunch, lots of  fun shops here. Our 
final stop will be “Madoo,” the enchant-
ing 2 acre organic Sagaponack garden 
and home of  artist, writer and gardener 
Robert Dash. Over the last forty years, 
Robert Dash established a green, or-
ganic encyclopedia of  gardening on two 
acres of  land in Sagaponack, featuring 
Tudor, High Renaissance, early Greek, 
as well as Oriental garden influences. 
The “Madoo” property includes several 
historic structures scattered around and 
incorporated into the overall landscape 
including the oldest structure, a circa 
1740 barn, Dash’s summer studio. 

Cost: CHS Member: $699 p.p. twin - CHS 
Member: $939 p.p. single. Non-member 
add $50. Includes: Deluxe Motorcoach, 
2 night hotel–Hyatt Place East End, hotel 
tax, baggage, 2 dinners, 2 hot continental 
breakfasts, sightseeing per itinerary, driver 
gratuity, $30 p.p. donation to CHS, escorted 
by Brett Isaacson. Deposit: $100 p.p. 
due ASAP with reservation to secure your 
space. Final Payment: by June 1, 2015 
Cancellation Policy: If a passenger can-
cels after deposit and before June 1, 2015 
fee of $75 pp; no refunds if cancelled after 
June 1, 2015 unless a substitute is provided. 
Contact Friendship Tours at (860)243-1630 
or www.friendshiptours.net. 

Coe Hall

phalaenopsis orchids. She particularly 
likes phalaenopsis because they bloom 
in the middle of  winter and the blooms 
last for a long time.

“It wasn’t long before I developed an 
addiction and now I have approximately 
100 plants!” said Sandy. “Then I had 
to become a Master Gardener to keep 
everything we worked so hard on alive. 
Now, I no longer have gray days or a free 
moment! But I love doting on the ‘babies’ 
and they reward me with their exquisite 
flowers and blue ribbons.”

Sandy’s “babies” enjoy a perfectly 
controlled environment with proper 
humidity, timed lighting, heating and fans 
which cater to their every need. 

The outside gardens have also en-
joyed tender loving care. Changing the 

raspberry briar patches into a beautifully 
landscaped property was an incredible 
amount of  work but the “to die for” 
views made it all worthwhile, said Sandy.

“You can tell how hard it was by look-
ing at the before and after pictures. Now, 
we rarely go out to dinner in the summer 
because we love eating on our deck over-
looking the gorgeous Farmington Valley.”

On a sultry summer afternoon you 
can while away the hours with a good 
book and some lemonade in the gazebo 
overlooking the koi pond, waterfall and 
stream. Or you can take a walk in Sandy’s 
favorite part of  the yard, the secret gar-
den. It’s quite large but no one knows 
it’s there. It’s so peaceful and beautiful 
when all the azaleas and rhododendrons 
are in full bloom. It’s a great place to 

meditate and commune with nature while 
the “frog band” serenades from the iris 
garden. And don’t forget to stop to smell 
the roses on the arbor and check out the 
perennial garden to see what’s blooming. 
Along the driveway the peonies are a 
sight to behold! 

“I hope you enjoy your walk through 
the gardens and orchid room,” said 
Sandy.  

Sandy and Steve’s home is located at 89 
Ely Road, Farmington, Conn. This tour is 
very limited: less than 20 tickets left. Early 
sign-up is encouraged. Members $40, non-
members $50. Proceeds to benefit the CHS 
educational mission. Please sign up through 
the CHS Office at: (860)529-8713 or 
email connhort@gmail.com.

Garden Tour, from page 4      
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Nutmeg State 
Orchid Soci-
ety President 

Sandy Myhalik and her 
husband, Steve Calde-
ron, will generously 
open their garden and 
orchid collection to 
CHS Saturday, May 30, 
from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. for an Education Committee fundraiser. 
Sandy will give a talk, sharing her tips and enthusiasm for or-
chids. Our private tour is of  her indoor collection and the out-
side grounds followed by wine and cheese on the couple’s deck.

When guests arrive, they pass through a gated fence into 
the front drive, where they will see peony and rhododendron 
gardens that sweep up the hill from the house as well as many 
perennials. Sandy’s gardens include a bountiful variety of  
plants. Her property opens up from the front of  her house 
to a beautiful view of  the gardens. In the rear of  her home 
and from her deck, Sandy has views of  her koi pond, gardens 
and beyond to the Farmington Valley. It is something that is 
rare and to be enjoyed. 

Private Orchid Collection  
& Garden Tour
Saturday, May 30, 2015

Tower Hill Private Talk & Tour Wednesday, May 20, 2015 
Lecture “Beautiful, Underused Garden Plants for the Discerning Gardener” 

Art Exhibit “Art of  the Heirloom” and Guided Gardens Tour

“One afternoon we found our valley view lot on Ely 
Road,” remembers Sandy. “We used to come here often with 
a bottle of  wine, watch the sunset and think how wonderful 
it would be to build a house here. We built our dream house 
and moved in 1994.”

During the long gray winter months Sandy said she missed 
her gardens and longed for flowers, so she started growing 
orchids in a sunny room in her basement. Her collection 
features dozens of  rare and exotic plants, and her specialty, 

855-770-3820 (Toll Free)    860-618-0557 (Fax)    www.DeerNoNo.com

ALL NATURAL   •   NON-TOXIC   •   NON-HAZARDOUS

The longest lasting, most effective  Deer Repellent  money can buy!

Easily and effectively 
protects your gardens, 
shrubs, and plants for 
up to 12 months

Used by home gardeners, 
landscapers, farmers, 
and nurserymen across 
the country for almost 
20 years

Sandy Myhalik’s lovely garden which she will graciously open for a 
private CHS tour May 30.

Join the CHS Education Committee Wednesday, May 20, 
as we travel to Boylston, Mass. to Tower Hill Botanic 
Garden, home of  the Worcester Horticultural Society. 

Enjoy a special presentation by Joann Vieira, Horticulture 
Director at Tower Hill, on “Beautiful, Underused Garden 
Plants for the Discerning Gardener.”

“In this program I share images, cultural requirements and 
sources for great garden plants that deserve wider use in the 
New England garden,” said Vieira. “Some are unusual plants, 
others are plants that have fallen from fashion but deserve a 
resurgence in use. I also tend to focus on plants that provide 
much needed beauty in the off  season, especially winter.”

The day will also include a guided tour of  the Botanic 
Garden, as well as time on your own to explore some of  the 
garden’s features such as The Cottage Garden, The Entry 
Garden, The Lawn Garden, The Limonaia, The Moss Steps, 
The Orangerie, The Secret Garden, The Systematic Garden, 
The Wildlife Refuge Pond, and more!

Tower Hill will also be featuring an exhibit of  original 
art commissioned by the Hudson Valley Seed Library for 
unique seed packs that will be in its catalog. Works include 
watercolor, collage, oil, embroidery and more.

Take a break for lunch on your own in the Twig’s Café or 
pre-order a boxed lunch.
Cost: $99 p.p. CHS members with boxed lunch, $82 without 
lunch, $109 p.p. non-members with boxed lunch, $92 without 
lunch. Includes deluxe motorcoach, admission to Tower Hill, 
presentation, guided tour, tour director, all gratuities, and $10 
donation to CHS Education Committee. Payment due at time of 
reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 
Departs 8 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Dr. West 
Hartford and returns 6 p.m. Or depart from Commuter Lot, 500 
Main St, East Hartford leaving at 8:30 a.m., returning at 5:30 
p.m. To reserve, please call Friendship Tours at (860)243.1630 
or go to www.friendshiptours.net. 

Tower Hill

(continued on page 5)

below grade is at risk of  rotting.
After planting, do NOT water them! 

Cacti should have time for any damaged 
roots to heal over before being watered. 
You can’t control Mother Nature but 
you can resist the urge to break out the 
garden hose. Once a week or so has 
passed it is safe to water, although you 
probably won’t need to. Your cacti will 
appreciate a drink during a dry spell 
but other than that, what falls from the 
sky is enough. They don’t require much 
fertilizer, and over fertilizing can cause 
them to grow so fast that they split open, 
which is rarely fatal but may be unat-
tractive. If  you do feed them then use a 
balanced fertilizer mixed 1/2 to 1/4 of  
the recommended strength. You may 
even want to use a low-nitrogen fertilizer, 
often recognizable by being labelled as 
“bloom booster.”

Cacti growing outdoors in Connecti-
cut aren’t bothered by many insect pests. 
The most common problem is one of  
many fungal infections. Other than lo-

Cacti, from page 6      

cating your plants in full sun and where 
there is good air circulation, there’s not 
a lot you can do to prevent fungal infec-
tions, and they’re even harder to treat. 
The most common fungus problem is 
one that manifests as black spots that get 
larger and spread. The flat padded Opun-
tias are the most susceptible. Although 
fungal infections in cacti are difficult to 
cure, there are several broad spectrum 
fungicides that can be effective, some 
treat the fungus externally and some are 
absorbed through the roots, providing 
systemic action. The only other choice is 
to remove the plant to prevent spreading 
the infection to its neighbors.

Most cacti are very long lived so 
you should be able to enjoy your cold, 
wet, winter hardy cacti for many years 
to come. It’s gratifying to watch a small 
plant grow to maturity and see it flower 
year after year. It’s fascinating to watch 
them shrivel in the fall and plump back 
up in the warm spring weather. I love go-
ing out into the garden every night after 

work to see who’s getting ready to flower 
or who’s putting on lots of  new growth 
or producing new offsets. It’s exciting to 
see a plant that was 2" or 3" tall when 
you bought it has become a large plant 
in a clump of  five or ten in the space 
of  a couple of  years. As a bonus you 
can win bets with people who refuse to 
believe that you can grow cacti outdoors 
in Connecticut.  

Ken Mosher has been a grower of cacti 
and succulents for 30 years and winter 
hardy cacti for 17 years. He is the owner 
of Drago Cactoid and past president of The 
Connecticut Cactus & Succulent Society. 

The Connecticut Cactus & 
Succulent Society’s 32nd 
Annual Cactus & Succulent 
Show & Sale happens April 
11 & 12, 2015. See page 12 
for details.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and non-members alike, with a $10 
donation requested from non-mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you!
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford, Conn.

Robert Herman has over 30 years 
of  experience as a professional 
horticulturist, as well as having 

taught at the University of  Massachu-
setts, the Graduate Program in Land-
scape Design at Radcliffe College, and 
the International Master of  Landscape 
Architecture program at Anhalt Uni-
versity, in Germany. From 2007-2013, 
Robert was a full-time Horticulture In-
structor at Naugatuck Valley Community 
College (NVCC) in Waterbury, Conn. In 
2010, the American Horticultural Society 
honored Herman with their Teaching 
Award, he was bestowed with the Peren-
nial Plant Association’s Academic Award 
as well as being nominated for the U.S. 
Professors of  the Year Award. 

“Throughout my life, I have enjoyed 
almost parallel careers in both education 
and horticulture. In the field of  horticul-
ture, my background includes employ-
ment in private estates, nurseries in both 
the United States and Europe, a world-
renowned botanical garden and a 450-acre 
city park,” said Herman. “Horticulturally, 
I’ve tried to maintain a balance between 
having in-depth knowledge in one field, 
perennial plants, and a broad background 
of  horticultural subjects, which is essential 
to being an instructor of  horticulture on 
the college level,” he said.

Prior to assuming his position at 
NVCC, he had his own business, Un-
commonplants, which centered on im-
porting and exporting new and unique 
species and cultivars of  perennial plants 
between Europe and North America. His 
position as Director of  Horticulture at 
White Flower Farm in Connecticut was 
preceded by almost seven years as Chief  
Horticulturist for the Countess von Zep-
pelin Perennial Plant Nursery located in 
Germany, one of  the most prestigious 
nurseries in Europe. His life and work 
in Germany broadened his perspectives, 
he said, not only from a horticultural 
standpoint but also from social, cultural 
and political perspectives. 

Additional experience was gained as 
manager of  the gardens and greenhouses 

at the 450-acre Roger Williams Park in 
Providence, Rhode Island as well as a 
partnership in a landscape design firm in 
the same state. He was employed at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, 
Missouri, starting as Assistant Curator of  
the largest Japanese garden in the United 
States. It was an introduction to Japanese 
culture and religion as well as its gardening 
techniques and design, he said.

“I’ve had several motivating goals, 
both personally and professionally, as my 
life has progressed,” said Herman. “First 
of  all, I’ve wanted to communicate the 
importance of  plants in our lives, as well 
as the joys and rewards that can be had 
by working with them. Secondly, I’ve had 
the unique opportunity to live in two dif-
ferent cultures, experiencing them both 
in depth, especially with regards to the 
field of  horticulture. I’ve tried to work 
as a ‘bridge’ between these cultures by 
teaching, lecturing and writing on both 
continents and by creating internships 
that have led to an exchange of  informa-
tion and to new relationships. A final goal 
was to teach on the college level to educate 
knowledgeable, professional horticultur-
ists, who will improve our environment 
with responsible attitudes and methods.

“Although I initially entered the field 
because of  my love for plants, I found 
that the relationships with people who 
have the same interest, or passion, be-

Thursday, April 19, 2015 Speaker Robert Herman Presents:
Garden Design and Plant Selection by Habitat – Making the Most with Your Site 

came just as important.”
CHS is just such a group of  like-

minded people. Herman will be speaking 
on “Garden Design and Plant Selection 
by Habitat – Making the Most with Your 
Site.” Perennial plant gardening success 
is determined by selecting the right plant 
for the right place – according to its na-
tive habitat, he said. Designing and plant-
ing by habitat is a German ecological ap-
proach to combining perennials. Robust, 
low maintenance plants are selected and 
grouped according to their ideal growing 
situation. Herman will provide examples 
of  the various habitats and illustrate 
perennial plant combinations suited to 
each one in his talk April 16.  

In the event of inclement weather on the 
night of a CHS program meeting, tune into 
CBS Radio – WTIC 1080 AM or WFSB TV 
Channel 3, or call the office at 860-529-
8713 for a recorded message.

Robert Herman

 

Open Garden Days
April 10, 11 & 12 
April 24, 25 & 2 6    

May 1, 2 & 3 

Grower of ChoiCe hostas, Dwarf Conifers & Japanese Maples

Stone PoSt GardenS
Bring Nature’s Beauty Home

www.stonepostgardens.com

1185 Randolph Road
Middletown

860.343.0360
Weekdays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

GARDEN CENTER & GREENHOUSES
GROWING FOR YOU SINCE 1939

the marketplace

Join us for our 26th 
Annual Peony Festival from 

May 1st. to June 21st.

Tree, herbaceous and ‘Itoh’ 
peonies, pawpaws, 

persimmons, Asian pears persimmons, Asian pears 
and elderberries available at 

our nursery this spring.

Cricket Hill 
Garden
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

email: connhort@gmail.com
website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Heather M. Lockwood
CHS Director of  Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
30 under 30 ....................................... $30
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business ............................................. $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of  the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of  the CHS Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permis-
sion is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2015

Time to Divide and Donate
We need your divided perennials, excess houseplants, extra over-wintered 

tenderlings and whatever you can spare to have a successful Spring Plant 
Auction & Sale. Your donations – large and small, many or few, rare or not – 
ensure that our fundraising efforts allow us to offer as many CHS Scholarships 
as possible.

Need help getting your plants to us? Call the CHS office at (860)529-8713 
and we will arrange transport!

To donate and for more information, please contact Plant Auction Com-
mittee Chair Leslie Shields at (860)747-8175 or Selchie1@comcast.net. 
Time to Get Out There and Dig, Divide and Donate

Spring Plant Auction & Sale
Friday, May 1, 2015

at the Covenant Congregational Church in West Hartford
4:30 – Volunteers arrive

5 p.m. – Doors open for donations 
6:30 p.m. – Table plant viewing

7 p.m. – Plant Sale followed by Live Auction

Come join us at our new auction venue at the Covenant Congregational 
Church in West Hartford. Take advantage of  bargain prices in our sale or 

bid to win collectible new introductions from our nurserymen and rare plant 
divisions from our members’ gardens.

Admission is free, and our auctioneers will include Adam Wheeler, Chris 
Koppel, and Andy Brand of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden, as well as Kevin 
Wilcox of  Bloomfield, and John O’Brien of  O’Brien Nurserymen in Granby.

Remember:
Pot: Do it early, resist the urge to make small divisions, include a label with the 
plant’s common and botanic names (if  possible), and its cultural preferences, 
and write up a plant list with your name and address. The list is essential for a 
receipt for tax purposes.
Ask: Call local nurseries and garden centers for their tax deductible plant do-
nations. Bring a list of  donated plants and the nursery’s name and address so 
we can acknowledge them.
Help: As always, we need volunteers for all sorts of  things. 
Enjoy: Have fun and support a great cause. Proceeds go to the CHS Scholar-
ship Fund which provides three scholarships to the University of  Connecticut 
and two to Naugatuck Valley Community College for students majoring in 
horticulture and plant science. 
Directions: To Covenant Congregational Church: Take the Park Road exit 
from I-84, turn left onto Park Road. Park Road becomes Sedgwick Road. The 
Church is on the corner of  Sedgwick and Westminster.

CHS Nursery 10% Discounts
            Show  your membership card before transaction. Please assume discount applies to non-sale items.

Al’s Landscaping & Garden Center  
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111 
(860) 667-1822, alslandscaping.com

Better Stones 
200 Tolland St., East Hartford 06108 
(860) 289-1414, betterstones.com

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10)  
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555 
simsburygarden.com

Bosco’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1376 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury 06070 
(860) 658-2428, boscosgardencenter.com

Botticello Farms
209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040 
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center 
416 Park Road, West Hartford 06110 
(860) 561-2148, butlerflorestandgarden.com

Cricket Hill Garden / Peony Heaven
670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com

Cropley’s Garden Center & Landscaping
1262 Boston Tpke., Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364, cropleysgardencenter.com

Edmondson’s Farm Gift Shop & Florist 
Route 44, Coventry 06238, (860) 742-6124 
edmundsonsfarm.com

Go Organic LLC
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson  06277 
(860) 935-5235 
http://goorganicllc.com 

Gotta’s Farm 
661 Glastonbury Tpke., Portland 06480 
(860) 342-1844, gottasfarm.com

Harken’s Garden Center
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806, discount on plants only 
harkenslandscapesupply.com

Hop River Nursery 
251 Hop River Road (Rte. 6) 
Bolton 06043, (860) 645-9999 
hoprivernursery.com

Larson’s Garden Center 
26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013 
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com
Moscarillo’s
2600 Albany Ave., West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487, 10% on plant material 
only, moscarillos.com
Natureworks
518 Forest Road, Northford 06472 
(203) 484-2748, naturework.com
NE Seed
10% CHS members:  
Mail order neseed.com 
O’Brien Nurserymen
40 Wells Road, Granby 06035 
(860) 653-0163, obrienhosta.com
Riverside Nursery & Garden Center
56 River Road (Rte. 179), Collinsville 
06022, (860) 693-2285, discount applies to 
plant material only, riversidenursery-ct.com
Scott’s Orchard & Nursery
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681 
scottsorchardandnursery.com

Stone Post Gardens
1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457 
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com
The Garden Barn Nursery & 
Landscaping
228 West St., Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291, discount on non-sale plant 
materials only, gardenbarn.com
The Variegated Foliage Nursery
245 Westford Road, Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951, variegatedfoliage.com
Twombly Nursery
163 Barn Hill Road, Monroe 06468 
(203) 261-2133, twomblynursery.com
Warner Nursery & Garden Center
76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 06070 
(860) 651-0204, warnernursery.com
Woodland Gardens
168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040, 
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com
Woodland Trails Wildflower Nursery
32 Ashford Road, Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300  
woodlandtrailsnativeplants.com

the marketplace

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Events through mid 2015
Spring Planting Techniques  April 18th

Mountain Laurel Festival  May 30th-June 7th
Perennial Collector’s Corner  June 13th

Cutting Propagation  June 24th
Dinosaur Plants  July 11th

Hydrangeas  July 28th

View our catalog and event details at:

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements Happenings are listed on a space-
available basis and this month our pages are filled to the brim. To see the Happenings 
for April, please go to the CHS website: www.cthort.org and click on Programs & 
Events. To submit events, email the listing to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the May 
issue is April 6.
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      CHS Calendar at a Glance
Thu., April 2 – CHS Board Meeting, 

7 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Mon., April 6 – Deadline for May 
newsletter

Wed., April 15 – Education 
Committee Meeting, 7 p.m., Rocky 
Hill office

Thu., April 16 – Speaker Robert 
Herman: Garden Design and Plant 
Selection by Habitat – Making the 
Most with Your Site

Thu., April 30 – Award Nominations 
due for Service Awards & Gustav A. 
L. Mehlquist Award

14th Annual Nursery Crawl 
Thursday, May 14, 2015

The weather has warmed and Mother Nature is coming alive…  It’s May 
and the planting season has arrived! What better way to get our gardens 
off  to a great start than to attend the 14th Annual Nursery Crawl. This 

year we have two Rhode Island gems, Blue Moon Farm Perennials & the Farmer’s 
Daughter. Don’t miss a day of  fun, food, new plant discoveries and great shopping 
with friends. We are going to fill our motorcoach with our horticultural bounty!

Are you looking for unusual or underused plants to accent your collection? 
Fulfill your plant “wish list” at Blue Moon Farm Perennials in Wakefield, RI. 
Find reliable stock plants for tough sites that won’t require a lot of  fuss after 
planting, as well as quality container-grown perennials, grasses, ferns, shrubs 
and native plants.

Lunch (included) at Cap’n Jack’s, known for its lobster and pastries.  
Back by popular demand! The Farmer’s Daughter in South Kingstown, RI, 

offers an extensive array of  unusual plants and shrubs. In May, their specialty 
greenhouses burst forth with luscious colors! Known for their friendly, expert 
staff, and unique, professionally designed landscapes, you’re sure to find enough 
plants to fill our motorcoach! 

Cost: $79 p.p. CHS members and $89 p.p. non-members. Payment due at time of 
reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. Departs 7:30 a.m. 
Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford and returns 8 p.m. Departure 
from Commuter Lot, 500 Main St, East Hartford leaves at 8 a.m., returning at 7:30 
p.m. Departure from Mystic (North end of Olde Mistick Village) leaves at 9:15 a.m. 
and returns 6 p.m. To reserve, please call Friendship Tours at (860)243-1630 or go to 
www.friendshiptours.net. 

The Connecticut Cactus 
& Succulent Society’s 
32nd Annual Cactus & 
Succulent Show & Sale

Saturday, April 11 &  
Sunday, April 12, 2015

The show will take place at Naugatuck 
Valley Community College in Water-
bury, Conn. The CCSS is an Affiliate 
of  the Cactus and Succulent Society 
of  America, and sponsors grants to 
students in the Horticulture program at 
NVCC. The sales area will be open to 
the public Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free plants will 
be given to the first 50 families enter-
ing the show on both days. Admission 
is free. There will be a series of  free 
lectures and auctions of  larger plants. 
Directions and details of  the Show and 
Sale are available at www.ctcactusclub.
com for more information. www.ctcac-
tusclub.com.


