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Native Magnolias Shine in Every Season
By Kevin Wilcox
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
March 6 – Board of  Directors 

meeting, Rocky Hill
March 10 – Deadline for April 

newsletter
March 20 – Program meeting, 

Andrew Pighills, “The Stone Walls 
and Stonework of  New England and          
Old England: an Evolution” 

April 3 – Board of  Directors meeting, 
Rocky Hill

April 8 – CHS Educational program: 
“The Unexpected Houseplant,” 
Tovah Martin, Glastonbury        
Riverfront Community Center, 
Glastonbury

As children, my sister and I were 
forced to work long hours, 
sweating under a hot sun, la-

boring in the family vegetable garden. 
Well, it seemed like long hours. Little 
did I know at the time that this work 
would engender a desire to garden as a 
way of  life, or, more specifically, to be a 
nurseryman, someone who propagates, 
grows and sells trees and shrubs. This 
past growing season was my 29th year 
professionally growing plants and my 
third year in business for myself, with 
Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield my 
home away from home. As the years have 
passed, many plant desires have grown in 
me and I’ve developed a love of  Rhodo-
dendron, needled conifers, and various 
flowering plants. Lately, I have begun a 
new plant relationship, one that satisfies 
my need for showy, fragrant flowers, and 
my occasional need for evergreen foliage. 
This new love is with our native species 
of  magnolias.

Native plants! Just saying ‘native 
plants’ brings to mind birds, bees, and 
fragrant afternoons. Native plants satisfy 
many needs or desires of  gardeners. 
They are accustomed to our soils, accli-
mated to the various swings in our cli-
mate, and they provide food and housing 
for our native birds, bees, and animals. 
With native magnolias, we can satisfy 
many aesthetic gardening desires as well.

Taxonomists are debating the number 
of  magnolia species world wide. Some say 
120 while others claim 210 species. One 
thing they do agree upon is how many 
species of  magnolia are native to North 
America, and the answer is seven. These 
seven species have an advantage over the 

Seedpods and shiny evergreen leaves make 
southern magnolia shine in winter. 
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Asian species in that they are more adapt-
able to our soils and climate.  The natives 
vary in form, size, texture and flower size 
and fragrance, allowing a wide range of  
use in garden design.

Bigleaf  Magnolia  
Bears Bold Foliage 
Our native magnolias have many features 
which can be exploited or manipulated to 
enhance new or even mature landscapes.  
Most have large, simple leaves which of-
fer a bold, sometimes coarse look that 
can be contrasted against smaller, more 
delicately textured plants. Because of  
the damage wind can do to large leaf  
magnolias, they evolved to thrive in the 
woodland understory, where they find 
protection from tall forest trees. There-
fore, our big, bold, beautiful large leaf  
magnolias are better suited for older, 
expansive landscapes where towering 
trees can afford them protection from 
wind. Of  the four native species with 
large leaves, bigleaf  magnolia (Magnolia 
macrophylla) has the largest leaves of  all.

Bigleaf  magnolia is an ancient, tropi-
cal looking small tree with leaves reach-
ing up to almost a yard in length, and 
half  as wide. Growing 30-40 feet high 
and wide, this species prefers a lightly 
wooded site away from damaging winds. 
As its branches grow out from the main 
trunk, they appear to be weighed down 
by the size of  the leaves. This coarse, 
open habit allows dappled sunlight to 
spill onto the ground beneath the tree, 
creating an ideal area to plant native wild-
flowers and as the tree matures, to place a 
couple of  Adirondack chairs and a small 
table. The enormous, satiny white flow-
ers begin to open in early June, with the 

floral display lasting three to four weeks. 
As summer transitions to autumn, the 
leaves begin to drop, mostly without any 
change in color, to litter the ground in a 
beautiful, bold patchwork of  green and 
silver. In a landscape, this tree demands 
attention and should be placed where its 
boldness takes center stage. 

Smaller Scaled Sweetbay Magnolia 
Magnolias like leaf  litter, or more im-

Insects make up half  of  all macrobiotic life on 
Earth. Beetles, in all their variety,  constitute 35% 
of  all insects.  

Flies have two wings, all other flying insects 
have four.

Half  of  all known insect species feed on plants. 
Most plant eating insects feed in extremely nar-

row ecological niches, with many species consuming 
only a single type or species of  plant. 

To promote native bee diversity, garden with 
pollen rich plants and provide habitat for nesting.

The insect world is full of  disguises, costumes 
and camouflage. The idea for some insects is to 
make themselves look inedible or unpalatable. The 
red spotted purple caterpillar, for example, looks 
like bird droppings. 

If  your garden is bothered by insects, the worst 
thing you can do is spray broad spectrum pesticides. 
Sometimes the best strategy is just hand picking 
things off.

Michael Singer –  
Insect Drama in Your Garden

meeting  moments Spring into the Garden Symposium
The Connecticut Horticultural Society’s 7th biennial symposium 
was held Feb 1. Here are some of  the numbers that mattered.

Attendees .......................................................................................151 
Income from tickets ........................................................ $10,975.00
Vendors ............................................................................................11 
Income from vendor fees ................................................ $1,110.00
Silent auction items. .......................................................................25
Income from silent auction ............................................. $1,570.00
Narcissus sales .........................................................................$52.00
Total income .................................................................... $13,707.00
Cookies consumed .......................................................................153
Favorite sandwich (chicken salad) ...............................................56 
Payment to speakers ......................................................... $3,076.06
Caterer ................................................................................. $2,433.00
Rentals and tech support ................................................. $1,104.88
Materials .................................................................................$562.55
Total expenses .................................................................... $7,176.49
Evaluation sheets returned ...........................................................55
Net income ......................................................................... $6,530.51

Thanks for Symposium Committee work by Joan Stubenrauch 
(chairperson), Elaine Widmer, Leslie Shields, Ellen Bender,  
Lea Ann Moran, Fran Schoell, and Kris Urbanik..........boundless 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends:

A bunch of  our members—about 200 dis-
count ticket buyers and volunteers—and I got a 
great, early taste of  spring by visiting the “Back-
yard Paradise” themed Connecticut Flower & 
Garden Show in Hartford. Lots of  people told us 
they most enjoy the size and quality of  this show, 
which can be ‘done’ in a day as opposed to larger 
shows with more crowds and in bigger venues. We 
met gardeners from New York, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, and even Pennsylvania.  

As for CHS, it is the first time we did not host 
a landscaped exhibit. Instead we took a spot up-
stairs, right outside the seminar rooms. We thought 
it might be a more promising place to find gardeners and students of  gardening who 
might be more likely to become CHS members. And find we did. Our 56 volunteer 
ambassadors staffed a membership booth brightened by blooming bulbs, where they 
enrolled at least 25 new members. Those who introduced speakers also helped solve 
the lighting and technical challenges that are bound to occur any time 48 speakers 
step to their respective podiums. A heartfelt thank you goes to all our volunteers, 
with special thanks to: Ellen Bender, Diane Erling, Ginny Gingras, Peg Bliss, Keri 
Milne, Elizabeth Morin and Barry Avery, who covered multiple time slots and lent an 
extra helping hand. David Smith monitored the bulb forcing at White Flower Farm, 
for which we are forever grateful.

Don’t forget to plan time to travel with CHS this spring. The calendar is stocked 
with a gardener’s delight of  entertainment and tours. The “always a sell-out” nurs-
ery crawl to the lower Connecticut River Valley is shaping up for Thursday, May 22.  
Hope to see you on the bus! See all the details on page 9.

While nature’s snowy quilt finishes melting away, I’ll be tuning up my tools, taking 
a final inventory of  seeds and wishing you sunny days for mucking out your water 
feature or planting peas. And while you’re at it—don’t forget your sunscreen.

Nancy B

P.S. don’t forget to mention CHS when you shop at White Flower Farm--We are 
‘garden partners,’ which means CHS gets a donation for every dollar our members 
spend there! Just mention this code for any purchase made between now and June 
30: 4S067

Along the Garden Path: West End of Hartford   
Gardens of Avery and Eileen Buel * Mayor Pedro Segarra  

* Governor’s Mansion * Lunch at Town & Country Club * Butler McCook House
Tuesday, June 24, 2014  

13th Annual Nursery Crawl   
Acer Gardens * Lunch at La Vita Gustosa * Ballek’s Garden Center

Thursday, May 22  

ernor’s Mansion where we’ll tour of  
the interior of  the home and the recently 
renovated gardens. At Hartford’s historic 
Town & County Club, where gracious 
hospitality and fine dining are the hall-
marks, we’ll enjoy a buffet luncheon. 
Menu: salad, chicken Chardonnay, spin-
ach stuffed sole, vegetable, potato, des-
sert and coffee. We’ll complete our day at 
the Butler McCook House & Garden 
on Main St in Hartford, home to four 
generations of  a family for almost two 
centuries. Refreshments in the Victorian 
ornamental garden and an opportunity 
to tour the home on your own.

shrubs and trees, you’ll find all sorts of  
accessories-from garden statuary, fire 
pits and fountains to orchid pots, obe-
lisks, and high quality garden tools. The 
owners and staff  are looking forward to 
sharing their knowledge and passion for 
gardening with us. 
Depart: 9:15 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford; 9:30 a.m. 
Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. (next to the State 
Police Union bldg.), East Hartford; 10 a.m. 
Commuter Lot, Exit 21 off of Route 91 (next to 

We begin our day at the gardens 
of  Avery & Eileen Buell on 
North Beacon Street. Their 

property has recently been landscaped 
with a large slate patio, a fish pond 
and new plantings.  We’ll then stop at 
the home of  Mayor Pedro Segarra 
& Charlie Ortiz on Prospect Avenue. 
After acquiring their home they went to 
work on improving the grounds. After 
adding a cobblestone circular driveway, 
a stone terrace, koi pond and waterfall 
water feature, they went to work on the 
gardens. Black-eyed susans, hostas, and 
ferns line the side of  the house. We’ll 
then head down the street to The Gov-

We’ll start the day at Acer Gar-
dens, operated on 18 acres in 
Deep River. Owners Bill and 

Sharon Harris have developed display 
gardens that showcase most of  the plants 
they sell. A special luncheon awaits us 
at La Vita Gustosa in East Haddam, 
an intimate family-owned restaurant 
which sources many of  their ingredients 
from local farms. Then onto Ballek’s 
Garden Center, our final stop for the 
day. In addition to perennials, annuals, 

Depart: 7:45 a.m. Commuter Lot, Exit 
21 off of Route 91 (next to Burger King), 
Cromwell; 8:20 a.m. Park & Ride Lot, 500 
Main St. (next to the State Police Union 
bldg.), East Hartford; 8:45 a.m. Emanuel 
Synagogue, Mohegan Drive, West Hartford. 
Return: 4:45p.m. East Hartford; 5:00 p.m. 
West Hartford; 5:45p.m. Cromwell. Cost: 
Members $80 per person; Nonmembers 
$85 per person based on 40-52 passengers; 
payment due with reservation. No refunds on 
day trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630.

Burger King), Cromwell. Return: 4:30 p.m. 
Cromwell; 5:00 p.m. East Hartford, 5:15 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members $72 
per person; Nonmembers $74 per person 
based on 40-52 passengers; payment 
due with reservation. No refunds on day 
trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630. 

Broadway, Here We Come! “Beautiful” Orchestra Seats!   
Stephen Sondheim Theatre * Pre–Show Lunch

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 Matinee  
dancing, and performances you won’t 
soon forget. It’s like going to a musical, 
play and concert all rolled into one! 

Delicious pre-show lunch at DaRo-
sina Ristorante in the Theater District. 
Choose an appetizer, main course and 
dessert that day from a scrumptious 
Italian menu.
Depart: 7:30 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
West Hartford; 7:50 a.m. Commuter Lot, 
500 Main St., East Hartford (note new lo-

In the summer of  1960, a teenage girl 
from Brooklyn walked into a Man-
hattan recording studio and started 

writing the songs that would shape a 
generation. Her name was Carole King. 
“Beautiful” tells King’s story from her 
early days as a Brooklyn teenager strug-
gling to enter the record business to her 
years spent as a chart-topping music leg-
end. This powerful show gives Broadway 
lovers everything they love. Classic songs, 

cation). Return: 7:30 p.m. East Hartford; 
8:00 p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members 
$202 per person; nonmembers $208 per 
person based on 40-50 passengers; pay-
ment due with registration. No refunds on 
day trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS & mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave. (note new address), Bloom-
field, CT 06002. Or call to reserve your seat 
(860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, March 20
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

Bad weather: Visit www.cthort.org, 
call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713 
for a recorded message, or tune in to 
WTIC radio, 1080 AM, or WFSB TV, 
Channel 3, to check the status of the 
meeting.

Andrew Pighills has a puzzling 
occupation. His passion and his 
profession are founded  upon 

the ancient art of  building in stone, 
a practice he likens to solving a giant 
three-dimensional jigsaw puzzle. And as 
a lifelong aficionado of  brainteasers of  
all kinds-from crosswords to jigsaws- he 
is a man in his element when he is work-
ing with stone.

“I’ve always been good at seeing a 
space and finding the stone that fits it,” 
he says.

That talent has come in handy dur-
ing a career devoted to creating artful 
stone walls and structures. Perhaps the 
most archaic of  architectural creations, 
stoneworks are so iconic and beloved, 
particularly in New England, that their 
construction continues to be in demand. 
Andrew’s Atlantic-spanning work-he has 
built stones walls in his native Great Brit-
ain and in his new American homeland-
and the inspiration behind it will be the 
subject of  his March 20 lecture.  

That’s not to say solving stony 
puzzles is easy. The right stone can be 
elusive, and the search for it can be chal-
lenging. “It can be frustrating,” he says. 
“But at the end of  the day you can look 
back and see what you’ve built and realize 
that it’s going to be there for generations. 
It is so rewarding.”

That notion of  permanence has given 
Andrew a reverence for the stone wall’s 
place in history and the landscape. He’s 
partial to New England, where three 
broadly defined styles of  wall are readily 
evident, beginning with what Andrew 
calls a tossed wall, created by farmers 
heaving stones to the edge of  their field; 
to the intermediate wall, in which stones 
are stacked, but rather haphazardly, to the 
more formally finished wall with stones 
stacked neatly, sometimes in courses, and a 
tidy, more or less level top. The latter type 
wall is the norm in the UK, Andrew says, 
where the aesthetic for stone walls was 
standardized in the 18th and 19th century. 

New England’s stone walls are an 
integral part of  colonial history, Andrew 
says, something he tries to emphasize to 
his clients and to those who attend his 
lectures. By sharing his enthusiasm he 
hopes to interest more people in conserv-
ing stone walls for future generations.

His commitment to this traditional 
building art has earned him a devoted 
list of  clients, including the English 
National Trust and the English National 
Parks.  His stone work has been featured 
on BBC television, in The New York 
Times, Martha Stewart Radio, the New 
Haven Register and numerous other 
publications. Andrew is a member of  
the influential Dry Stone Walling Asso-
ciation of  Great Britain, and a founding 
member of  the North American chapter 
of  the DSWA.

Andrew’s personal history with stone 
walls reaches back to his childhood and 
growing up on his father’s farm in the 
Yorkshire Dales--best known to Ameri-
cans as James Herriot country. The fam-
ily farm had sheep and milk cattle, and if  
a stone wall fell down or was damaged 
it had to be repaired before the animals 
could escape. 

“It was through necessity that I got 
into stonework,” he says. “The more I 
did the more I enjoyed it and the bet-
ter I became; I decided to make it my 
profession.”

In addition to being a builder, An-
drew is a gardener and trained in the 
UK with the Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety. Then, after several decades of  wall 

building and garden making in the UK, 
he immigrated to the U.S. in 2001, and 
lived in Brooklyn, where his professional 
adventures included hauling five tons of  
stone through the home of  Steve Bus-
cemi, perhaps better known as Nucky 
Thompson on HBO’s “Boardwalk Em-
pire”, to the actor’s Park Slope backyard 
to build a series of  retaining walls and 
garden border edgings.

Andrew now lives in Killingworth. 
He and his wife Michelle Becker design 
and build residential landscapes in the 
tradition of  the English cottage garden. 
Sometimes that involves building follies, 
whimsical creations such as the architec-
tural ruin of  a Revolutionary War era iron 
foundry he created in the backyard of  a 
Greenwich client.

He is also working on his gardens at 
home, where he owns what he says may 
be the only property in town that did not 
have any stone walls, a situation that, as 
you might guess, Andrew is working to 
remedy.  

The Stone Walls and Stonework of New 
England and Old England: an Evolution  

March 20 —Speaker Andrew Pighills,  
English Gardens & Landscaping

s s s s s s
Gardens of the Brandywine Valley   

Private garden of Jack Staub * Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill * Winterthur  
* Brandywine River Museum * Meet and Greet with the Curator of Plants  

at Longwood Gardens and Behind the Scenes Tour
Wednesday – Friday, June 18-20, 2014  

ture, are furnished with a collection of  
antiques. See the new “Costumes of  the 
Downton Abbey” exhibit, with 40 his-
torically inspired costumes from the TV 
show on display. Then visit the gardens! 
Winterthur’s 1,000 acres encompass roll-
ing hills, streams, meadows, and forests. 
Du Pont developed an appreciation of  
nature as a boy that served as the basis 
for his life’s work in the garden. He se-
lected the choicest plants from around 
the world to enhance the natural setting, 
arranging them in lyrical color combi-
nations and carefully orchestrating a 
succession of  bloom from late January 
to November. The afternoon finds us 
at the Brandywine River Museum with 
an in depth guided tour highlighting 
one of  the largest collections of   three 
generations of  Wyeth artists–N.C., An-
drew, Jamie. Also, a guided tour of  the 
wildflower and native plant gardens that 
surround this renovated 19th century 
Grist Mill on the banks of  the Brandy-
wine River.
Day 3: Morning visit to Hortulus Farm, 
the private garden of  Jack Staub and 
Renny Reynolds. This 100 acre home 

Day 1: Aboard our deluxe motor coach 
to Longwood Gardens, we will tour the 
renowned former Du Pont estate with 
more than 40 indoor and outdoor gar-
dens, a conservatory, dancing fountains 
and a lovely gift shop. We will meet To-
masz Anisko, the Curator of  Plants and 
recent speaker at CHS, who will guide 
us on a behind the scenes tour of  these 
spectacular gardens. We then continue to 
our home for the next two nights in the 
heart of  downtown West Chester, the 
brand new Hotel Warder with comfort-
able guest rooms, indoor pool and fit-
ness center and within walking distance 
to many shops and restaurants. Dinner 
that night will be at the fabulous Bran-
dywine Prime Restaurant. Our delicious 
meal starts with either a spinach salad or 
French onion soup, followed by a choice 
of  pan seared salmon or Chianti braised 
short ribs, beverage and dessert choice 
of  crème brulee or molten chocolate 
lava cake.                       
Day 2: Morning visit to Winterthur to 
see the exquisite home in which Henry 
Francis du Pont entertained family and 
friends in grand style. The 175 rooms, 
many of  them with historical architec-

and farm tries to respect the integrity 
of  the farm’s historical significance and 
natural landscape, with the occasional 
whimsical or formal statement thrown 
in. We will also have time to visit the 
specialty ‘connoisseur’s nursery’ which 
offers the rare and unusual. After a stop 
for lunch on your own, we make our way 
to the exquisite Linden Hill Gardens de-
signed by landscape craftsman Jerry Fritz 
(presented at our February 2013 CHS 
program meeting). Jerry and his staff  will 
guide us through their display gardens. 
Their retail nursery specializes in rare 
and cutting edge plants. Happy plant 
shopping with a special CHS discount!
COST: Members $439 per person, twin; 
$549 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Deposit: $100 per person 
due with reservation by March 14. Final 
payment: due by April 28. Includes 
deluxe motor coach, two nights lodging, 
tax, baggage, three continental breakfasts, 
one dinner, sightseeing per itinerary, driver 
gratuity, $25 per person donation to CHS, 
escorted by Brett Isaacson. Make checks 
payable to: CHS. Mail to: Friendship Tours, 
705 Bloomfield Ave. (note new address), 
Bloomfield, CT 06002. Questions? Barbara, 
Friendship Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 
243-1630

of  gardeners of  all ages and abilities from 
across the Northeast. Nationally recog-
nized speakers include David L. Culp, 
Thomas Christopher, Deborah Trick-
ett, Adam R. Wheeler and Kerry Ann 
Mendez. How-to, informative lectures 
include: 50 Perennials I Could Not Live 
Without; The Layered Garden: Design 
Lessons for Year Round Beauty; A Back 
Yard Revolution - alternative grasses and 
compatible perennials that provide all the 

Happenings, from page 7      

benefits of  a conventional lawn; Celeb-
rity Pots, an entertaining presentation on 
creating flashy containers that portray 
celebrities like Brad Pitt, Lady Gaga and 
Grace Kelly; Fun with Color: Variegated 
Foliage in the Garden; and Flashy New 
or Underused Perennials for 2014. 

Day-only fees as well as overnight 
symposium packages are available. Reg-
istration includes six dynamic garden 
lectures, Saturday morning coffee and 

refreshments, symposium luncheon 
buffet, handouts, garden gift and door 
prizes. Registration fees start at $98 per 
person and $89 per person for master 
gardeners (before March 1). The entire 
agenda, speaker profiles, lecture descrip-
tions and registration details are at  www.
pyours.com/symposium. For questions, 
call Kerry at (207) 502-7228.
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Magnolia, from page 1      

portantly, deep, rich organic soils which 
come from the decomposition of  leaf  
litter.  The root systems of  magnolias are 
set within the top 12 inches of  the soil.  
This relatively shallow setting of  roots 
makes them susceptible to damage from 
hot, dry summer droughts. The deeper 
the soil and the better able it is to retain 
moisture during the hot summer months 
the better for all the magnolias. If  your 
soil is not so deep, you may want to try 
a smaller leafed species, such as sweetbay 
magnolia (Magnolia virginiana).

Sweetbay magnolia is a small tree 
to 20 feet high and 12-15 feet wide.  
Variations within this species, with some 
plants more tree-like and others more 
shrub-like, and some completely ever-
green while others are semi evergreen, 
allow for versatility in the gardens. This 
species has the largest natural range for 
magnolias in North America, with cold 
hardy varieties growing as far north as 
coastal Maine, and heat tolerant varieties 
growing as far south as the Everglades 
National Park in Florida. Some of  the 
hardier cultivated varieties available 
are ‘Green Shadow’, ‘Henry Hicks’, 
and ‘Moonglow’. All three are hardy to 
USDA Hardiness Zone 5, and remain 
mostly evergreen. Typically found near 
coastal wetlands, sweetbay magnolia will 
handle a moist soil, as well as rich organic 
soils that drain well, and they can grow 
very well in moist, shallow soils in colder 
micro climates. Plant in mixed shrub 
borders or at the corner of  a house near 
a patio, deck, or window so you can enjoy 
the fragrance of  its flowers. The small 
creamy white flowers open sporadically 
during July, perfuming the area with a 
sweet, lemony scent.

Yellowy Cucumbertree Magnolia
Evolutionarily speaking, magnolias are 
ancient plants that were among the 
first to form flowers as we know and 
understand flowers today. The flowers 
evolved before bees existed and thus 
were pollinated by beetles. Because of  
the strength, weight, and clumsiness of  
beetles, magnolias created thicker, stron-

ger flowers that would not be damaged 
by the pollinating beetles. Now, millions 
of  years later, beetles are still the main 
pollinators for magnolias. After the flow-
ers are past, seed pods begin to form. 
The pollinated seed pods are unusual in 
shape, looking more like they congealed 
rather than formed. The narrow, elon-
gated pod has receptacles for the seeds 
which bulge outward as they ripen giving 
the impression of  a lumpy, bumpy cu-
cumber. The largest seed pod is found on 
the appropriately named cucumbertree 
magnolia (Magnolia acuminata).

Cucumbertree magnolia is our big-
gest native magnolia, growing into a 
large shade tree 50-100 feet high and 
50-80 feet wide. This stately tree deserves 
space to grow and stretch without be-
ing confined by competing trees. It has 
somewhat brittle branches and as the 
possibility for breakage in snow storms 
is good, it should not be planted near 
houses. The large, 10-15 inch long leaves 
form a beautiful dark green backdrop 
for the greenish yellow to creamy yellow 
flowers two to  three inches long and 
wide. The flowers open in late May and 
last into June. The fruits consist of  lumps 
of  seeds clustered along a 4-5 inch long 
‘cucumber’. As the seeds ripen the fruit 
turns from green to pinkish to red.  They 
persist for a short period of  time before 
dropping to the ground, where the fleshy 
seed coverings and hard coated seeds are 

eaten by mice, squirrels and chipmunks.  
Cucumbertree magnolia is our most cold 
hardy species, surviving temperatures of  
minus 25 degrees Fahrenheit. Because of  
the hardiness, ability to withstand wind 
damage (if  not the weight of  snow), 
and for having flowers with yellow pig-
ments, Magnolia acuminata was used in 
hybridizing to create cold hardy, true 
yellow flowering magnolias. The first 
cultivar introduced to the nursery trade 
was ‘Elizabeth’. ‘Elizabeth’ has large, 
creamy yellow flowers that emerge just as 
the leaves do in mid to late May.  Newer 
varieties include ‘Ultimate Yellow’, ‘Sun-
sation’, ‘Yellow Bird’, and ‘Sun Spire’. 
All of  the yellow flowered hybrids are 
at least hardy to zone 5. Some are fast 
growing, like ‘Elizabeth’ (20-30’ high 
and wide), some are slow growing, like 
‘Sunsation’ (15’ high and 6-8’ wide), and 
one is tall and narrow: ‘Sun Spire’ (30’ 
high and 6’ wide). A great aspect of  the 
yellow flowering hybrids is that the flow-
ers usually begin to open after the last 
spring frosts, and thus reliably provide 
a beautiful show.

Southern Magnolia Shines in 
Winter 
Everyone considers spring to be the 
season for magnolias, but it is not their 
only season. The bark of  most magno-
lias is silvery gray, and shows off  during 

(continued on page 5)

Oversized foliage of bigleaf magnolia looks tropical and provides vivid contrast with almost any neighbor. 
 Photo by Kevin Wilcox

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the April issue is March 10. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Decorate Your Home for Spring
Tired of  the dull, drab colors of  winter? 
Let Jenna Hinman Keller, floral arranger 
at Riverside Nursery in Canton, show you 
how to add bursts of  color, energetic plant 
textures, flowers and eye-catching décor 
as you transition your home from winter 
to spring. She will be speaking at noon, 
at the March 13 meeting of  the West 
Hartford Garden Club at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard, 
West Hartford. Reservations required 
(860) 521-2439; guest donation $10. 

All Day Grow Day at Natureworks
Natureworks is hosting Grow Day, a fun 
and informative day of  learning with 
a range of  classes offered throughout 
the course of  the day. Topics include 
growing more food, growing fruit, grow 
from seed by direct sowing, growing 
seedlings, growing flowers to benefit 
bees and other pollinators, how to grow 
armloads of  cut flowers, and how to 
grow cool unusual annuals. Register for 
the day and attend as many or as few ses-
sions as you wish. Classes will be taught 
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente or other 
Natureworks staffers. When it’s all over, 
you can stop by Natureworks to make 
any purchases inspired by what you’ve 
learned; the shop is open until 6 p.m. 
Grow Day is 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 29 at the  Zion Episcopal Church, 
326 Notch Hill Rd., North Branford. 
Advance registration is recommended, 
but walk-ins will be accepted. Registra-
tion is $35, provided payment reaches 
Natureworks by March 23. Afterwards, 
price rises to $40. For more information, 
visit  http://naturework.com/gardening-
classes, or call (203) 484-2748. 

Visit UConn’s Ecology & 
Evolutionary Biology Greenhouse
Visit one of  the most diverse plant col-
lections in the northeastern U.S. at the 
UConn Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Greenhouse where drop-in casual tours 
are scheduled for 12:15 p.m. on Friday 
March 21 and April 11. Greenhouse 

Friday’s tours will be led by emeritus 
Botany professor, Dr. Terry Webster. 
Topics and focus will vary. These tours 
are primarily geared toward members 
of  the UConn community, but all are 
welcome. No reservations required. The 
EEB Greenhouse is located on the main 
campus of  the University of  Connecticut 
at Storrs, behind the Biology/Physics 
building; for a map, visit  http://maps.
uconn.edu/map/locations/43. If  you 
have questions, contact: Clinton Morse 
at clinton.morse@uconn.edu. 

The Tall and Short Of  It Highlight 
UConn Garden Conference 
UConn’s “2014 Garden Conference” 
features an exciting lineup of  top na-
tional speakers and local experts on 
various aspects of  garden design, main-
tenance, and plant selection.  This all-day 
conference offers valuable educational 
opportunities for gardeners of  all levels, 
from the casual gardener to the Ad-
vanced Master Gardener.  The speakers 
featured at the conference will include 
keynote speakers Nancy DuBrule-
Clemente, owner of  Natureworks, an 
organic garden center, landscape design, 
installation and maintenance service 
in Northford, and Stephanie Cohen, 
Horticultural Consultant and author 
from Collegeville, Pa. who will present 
a combined presentation.  Nancy will 
discuss tall, statuesque, specimen plants; 
Stephanie will cover compact, vertically 
challenged perennials. Other speakers 
include Kelly Gill, of  the Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation, who will 
address “Conserving Pollinating Insects 
with Pollinator Friendly Gardening”; 
Mark Weathington, of  the JC Raulston 
Arboretum at North Carolina State Uni-
versity, will discuss plants for problem 
spots; Jonathan Lehrer, Assistant Profes-
sor at Farmingdale State College (SUNY) 
on Long Island, N.Y. will present a talk 
entitled, “Useful Native Woody Plants 
for Connecticut”; and Amy Ziffer, of  A 
Shady Lady Garden Design in Sherman, 
who will speak on gardening in the shade.

The conference will be held Friday, 
March 21 at the University of  Con-
necticut, Lewis B. Rome Commons in 
Storrs. Program and registration infor-
mation, including online registration, is 
available at www.2014garden.uconn.edu. 
Pre-registration is $90 per person if  post-
marked on or before March 14th; after-
wards, cost rises $10 per person by mail 
or for walk-ins. Registration is limited 
and nonrefundable.  Please make checks 
payable to the University of  Connecti-
cut and send to Joan Allen, University 
of  Connecticut, Department of  Plant 
Science and Landscape Architecture, 
1376 Storrs Road, Unit 4067, Storrs, CT 
06269-4067. For more information, visit 
www.2014garden.uconn.edu or call or 
email Joan Allen (860) 486-6740;  joan.
allen@uconn.edu

African Violet Show and Sale
The Windsor African Violet Society’s 
Annual Judged Show and Sale will be 
held Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In addition to the 
judged show there will be design displays 
that will include cut flower arrangements, 
underwater arrangements, terrariums, 
and dish gardens all using African vio-
lets.  An education table will provide free 
information on cultivating and propa-
gating African violets. A wide variety 
of  other gesneriads will be on display. 
Plants from Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 
of  Dolgeville, N.Y. will be for sale, as 
well as cut and rooted leaves. The show 
will be held at Grace Episcopal Church, 
311 Broad St., Windsor. Free admission. 
For directions or more information, visit: 
http://windsorafricanviolets.org or call 
(860) 242-0162.

Great Gardens and Landscaping 
Symposium 
The 11th annual Great Gardens and 
Landscaping Symposium takes place 
Friday & Saturday, April 4 and 5, 2014 at 
the world-class Equinox Resort in Man-
chester, Vt.  The event attracts hundreds 

(continued on page 8)
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winter when contrasted against dark ev-
ergreen background. Winter also brings 
out the beauty of  the large, plump and 
fuzzy flower buds. Most of  our native 
magnolias have fuzzy flower buds and 
when situated near a driveway or walking 
path, their delicate and fuzzy forms are 
easily seen and appreciated. Possibly the 
best looking magnolia in winter is the 
evergreen southern magnolia (Magnolia 
grandiflora).

As the name implies, southern mag-
nolia is normally found growing in the 
southeastern United States, from North 
Carolina to northern Florida and west 
to Texas and Arkansas. Its leaves are 
dark green and so glossy they look hand 
polished. The undersides of  the leaves 
vary in color, from light green to brown. 
The brown is caused by short, hairlike 

growth called indumentum, which some 
people claim helps to increase the plant’s 
cold hardiness though no scientific proof  
exists. Usually found growing in warmer 
climates, there are natural selections 
from higher altitudes that are cold hardy 
for Connecticut, with ‘Edith Bogue’ and 
‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ most commonly 
found for sale. ‘Edith Bogue’ has lustrous, 
dark green leaves on a tree reaching 30 
feet high and half  as wide. It is more open 
branched than the species and less likely 
to be damaged by heavy wet snows. It is 
considered the most cold hardy selection 
of  the species, surviving at least minus 
15 degrees Fahrenheit.  ‘Bracken’s Brown 
Beauty’ is named for the exceptional dark 
brown indumentum on the underside of  
its leaves. Some claim ‘Bracken’s Brown 
Beauty’ is just as hardy as ‘Edith Bogue’, 

with specimens in Hartland that testify 
to this notion.  ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ 
grows 30-50 feet high and 18-24 feet wide. 
Being evergreen, Magnolia grandiflora is 
best planted where it can receive some 
afternoon shade to help prevent sun 
burnt leaves in spring.  If  possible, try to 
plant this near your house. The six-inch 
wide, creamy white, cup-shaped flowers 
open sporadically during the month of  
June and are incredibly fragrant! We may 
dream about the fragrance of  lilacs, or 
the heady perfume of  daphne, but none 
of  those flowers compare with the scent 
of  southern magnolia. If  that fragrance 
could be made into a perfume, I would 
wear it!  

Kevin Wilcox is the founder and owner of 
Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield.

Magnolia, from page 4       

An Educational Evening with Tovah Martin

Okay, so back in the day a spider 
plant spilling out of  macrame 
hanger was the pinnacle of  

houseplant perfection. But no more. 
Now, houseplants have panache. Think 
fuzzy kangaroo paws, kaleidoscopic 
heucheras, beguiling begonias, and sci-fi 
succulents. For the indoor gardener, it’s 
a whole new world. 

Learn all about it from Tovah Martin, 
the endlessly enthusiastic household horti-
culturist who has literally written the book 
on the subject. The Connecticut gardener 
and prolific writer’s “The Unexpected 
Houseplant: 220 Extraordinary Choices 
for Every Spot in Your Home (Timber 
Press, $22.95) was published in 2012. 

Tovah will be sharing her enthusiasm, 
her plant lust, and her hard won experi-
ence at a CHS educational presentation 
during which she’ll discuss the best 
plants to grow indoors at home and how 
to determine which of  those exotic spec-

Save the Date for 
a Native Plant 

Propagation Lecture 
and Tour

Kim Kelly, former Master Gardener 
Coordinator for Windham County, will 
provide an overview of  the native plant 
propagation program at the Goodwin 
Forest and Conservation Center, in 
Hampton. She will also discuss how 
to incorporate native plants into your 
gardens, highlighting what she consid-
ers best of  the best, and lead a tour of  
the Richard Haley Native Plant Wildlife 
Arboretum. Details for the event are 
still being finalized but the date is set 
for Saturday, May 31, 2014. Look in the 
next issue of  the newsletter for more 
information. 

imens will thrive in the conditions you 
are able to provide them, how to plant 
them, where to keep them and how to 
display them artistically. She’ll also share 
ideas on maintaining plants, with tips and 
tricks about watering, feeding, grooming, 
pruning, and trouble-shooting. 

Tovah’s unexpected houseplant lec-
ture will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 at 
the Glastonbury Riverfront Community 
Center in Glastonbury. Books will be 
available for purchase; Tovah will sign 
them after the program. Cost is $25 for 
CHS members; $35 for nonmembers. 
To register or for more information, 
call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713 or 
email connhort@gmail.com. Send check 
payable to CHS with a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to: Connecticut 
Horticultural Society, 2433 Main Street, 
Rocky Hill, CT  06067. Confirmation and 
directions to the event will follow your 
registration.   o

Help CHS Honor Horticulture’s Finest

What’s New in Gardening This Year?

It’s now your opportunity to help 
CHS honor those who have devoted 
so freely their time and talents to the 

betterment of  horticulture, the special 
people whose energy, experience, and 
know-how has benefited either CHS or 
to the general horticultural industry. How 
can you help us honor and recognize 
their efforts?

Nominate a CHS member for the 
CHS Service Award. This award is given 
to a CHS member in recognition of  their 
devotion and service ‘above and beyond’ 
the call of  duty. Can you think of  some-
one who helps to make CHS a stronger, 
better, and more vibrant organization? 
Or someone who works behind the 

The best gardens are those that are 
constantly evolving and chang-
ing, along with their creators. 

Every year, there are new plants to try, 
new design ideas to employ, and new 
techniques to learn or contemplate. Gar-
dening may not be trendy, but there are 
always new trends developing. The Gar-
den Media Group of  Philadelphia keeps 
a close eye on those new directions.

This year, they note more interest 
in food plants and in more decorative, 
tidy yards, as well as greater focus on 
helping bees thrive, more tree planting 
and an increased emphasis on simple 
but elegant planting designs. Their re-
port indicates consumers are spending 
more leisure time outdoors and are not 
only “decorating” their homes, but their 
gardens as well.

They’ve identified a dozen trends for 
the coming season: 

1. Explosion of  Edibles: Edibles 
are going to the next level, with foodies 
growing everything from quinoa to dan-
delions. The surge in vegetable growing 
is probably part of  a longer term cultural 
shift than a passing trend. 

2. Ground Up: Using food scraps 
to create compost is the new recycling 
trend.

3. Gardens in a Glass: People are 
using garden-grown super foods such as 

blueberries and raspberries to craft cock-
tails and smoothies. People are growing 
hops for home-brewing, and grapes for 
home-made wine. “Fermentation gar-
dens are the new chickens,” says Rebecca 
Reed of  Southern Living magazine.

4. Styling the Yard: From handsome 
throw pillows and weatherproof  rugs to 
decorative insect traps, sculptural water-
ing gizmos and imaginative bird houses, 
people are giving their yards a personal 
stamp.

5. It’s All About Bees: Bees are at 
the forefront of  environmentally aware 
consumers’ minds, inspiring them to 
plant native, pollen-rich flowers, trees 
and veggies to provide pollinators with 
food and safe shelter.

6. Global Gardening: People are 
growing the world in their gardens, mix-
ing cultures and at the same time embrac-
ing what is local to their own region.

7. Simple Elegance: Think a single 
color flower in an elegant container.

8. Fractured Up: Neat clean lines are 
out as explosions of  color in geometric 
shapes like triangles, circles, and squares 
dominate design.

9. Young Men Get Down and 
Dirty: Men 18-34 are spending $100 
more than the average gardener. They are 
grilling, growing their own hops for beer, 
and taking the kids out to play in the dirt.

10. Plants on the Brain: Growing 
recognition that indoor plants remove 
toxins from the air to make us smarter, 
more productive and less stressed. They 
are showing up in offices, schools and 
hospitals across the country.

11. Fingertip Gardens: Garden-
ers go high tech with mobile apps and 
technology which they use for everything 
from identifying plants to sharing ideas.

12. Tree-mendous Reversal: Los-
ing more than four million urban trees a 
year, North Americans are being asked to 
plant trees. There are many environmen-
tal, economical, and emotional benefits 
of  trees. Plant a tree and be part of  this 
growing trend.

For those who really want to be 
trendy, the color of  the year, as pro-
claimed by the color mavens of  Pantone, 
is a harmonious melange of  purple, pink, 
and fuchsia called Radiant Orchid, which 
they say is “captivating, magical and 
enchanting...encourages creativity and 
originality...its rosy undertones emanate 
great joy, love and health.”

A few older trends still gathering 
steam include backyard chickens; reusing 
and repurposing old building materials; 
using containers to add interest; and 
increased demand for plants that boast 
low maintenance, extended bloom, vivid 
color or dwarf  forms.  

scenes tirelessly for the benefit of  CHS?  
1.  Provide CHS with nominations 

for the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award.  
This award is given to a CT plantsman 
or woman who has had an impact on 
the art of  gardening or has made an 
extraordinary contribution to horticul-
ture. Do you know someone who has 
made praiseworthy efforts to develop 
new plants or to bring new horticul-
tural techniques or new design ideas to 
CT residents, if  so, consider nominat-
ing them. material?

2.  Nominations for both awards 
are made by active CHS members. To 
submit one, send us a brief  letter in-
cluding background information about 

your candidate and the reasons they 
should be considered for the award. A 
secondary letter of  support is request-
ed from another CHS member.

Recent CHS Service Award re-
cipients include:  Leslie Shields (2013), 
Karen Ellsworth (2012), Fran Schoell and 
Joanne Luppi (2011), David Smith (2010).

Recent Mehlquist Award recipients 
include: Tovah Martin (2013), The Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
(2012), Nancy DuBrule-Clemente (2011).

Nomination letters should be 
forwarded to Bonnie Penders, CHS 
Office, 2433 Main St, Rocky Hill, CT 
06067 or via email Connhort@gmail.
com by April 30.    
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winter when contrasted against dark ev-
ergreen background. Winter also brings 
out the beauty of  the large, plump and 
fuzzy flower buds. Most of  our native 
magnolias have fuzzy flower buds and 
when situated near a driveway or walking 
path, their delicate and fuzzy forms are 
easily seen and appreciated. Possibly the 
best looking magnolia in winter is the 
evergreen southern magnolia (Magnolia 
grandiflora).

As the name implies, southern mag-
nolia is normally found growing in the 
southeastern United States, from North 
Carolina to northern Florida and west 
to Texas and Arkansas. Its leaves are 
dark green and so glossy they look hand 
polished. The undersides of  the leaves 
vary in color, from light green to brown. 
The brown is caused by short, hairlike 

growth called indumentum, which some 
people claim helps to increase the plant’s 
cold hardiness though no scientific proof  
exists. Usually found growing in warmer 
climates, there are natural selections 
from higher altitudes that are cold hardy 
for Connecticut, with ‘Edith Bogue’ and 
‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ most commonly 
found for sale. ‘Edith Bogue’ has lustrous, 
dark green leaves on a tree reaching 30 
feet high and half  as wide. It is more open 
branched than the species and less likely 
to be damaged by heavy wet snows. It is 
considered the most cold hardy selection 
of  the species, surviving at least minus 
15 degrees Fahrenheit.  ‘Bracken’s Brown 
Beauty’ is named for the exceptional dark 
brown indumentum on the underside of  
its leaves. Some claim ‘Bracken’s Brown 
Beauty’ is just as hardy as ‘Edith Bogue’, 

with specimens in Hartland that testify 
to this notion.  ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ 
grows 30-50 feet high and 18-24 feet wide. 
Being evergreen, Magnolia grandiflora is 
best planted where it can receive some 
afternoon shade to help prevent sun 
burnt leaves in spring.  If  possible, try to 
plant this near your house. The six-inch 
wide, creamy white, cup-shaped flowers 
open sporadically during the month of  
June and are incredibly fragrant! We may 
dream about the fragrance of  lilacs, or 
the heady perfume of  daphne, but none 
of  those flowers compare with the scent 
of  southern magnolia. If  that fragrance 
could be made into a perfume, I would 
wear it!  

Kevin Wilcox is the founder and owner of 
Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield.
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they say is “captivating, magical and 
enchanting...encourages creativity and 
originality...its rosy undertones emanate 
great joy, love and health.”

A few older trends still gathering 
steam include backyard chickens; reusing 
and repurposing old building materials; 
using containers to add interest; and 
increased demand for plants that boast 
low maintenance, extended bloom, vivid 
color or dwarf  forms.  

scenes tirelessly for the benefit of  CHS?  
1.  Provide CHS with nominations 

for the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award.  
This award is given to a CT plantsman 
or woman who has had an impact on 
the art of  gardening or has made an 
extraordinary contribution to horticul-
ture. Do you know someone who has 
made praiseworthy efforts to develop 
new plants or to bring new horticul-
tural techniques or new design ideas to 
CT residents, if  so, consider nominat-
ing them. material?

2.  Nominations for both awards 
are made by active CHS members. To 
submit one, send us a brief  letter in-
cluding background information about 

your candidate and the reasons they 
should be considered for the award. A 
secondary letter of  support is request-
ed from another CHS member.

Recent CHS Service Award re-
cipients include:  Leslie Shields (2013), 
Karen Ellsworth (2012), Fran Schoell and 
Joanne Luppi (2011), David Smith (2010).

Recent Mehlquist Award recipients 
include: Tovah Martin (2013), The Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
(2012), Nancy DuBrule-Clemente (2011).

Nomination letters should be 
forwarded to Bonnie Penders, CHS 
Office, 2433 Main St, Rocky Hill, CT 
06067 or via email Connhort@gmail.
com by April 30.    
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Magnolia, from page 1      

portantly, deep, rich organic soils which 
come from the decomposition of  leaf  
litter.  The root systems of  magnolias are 
set within the top 12 inches of  the soil.  
This relatively shallow setting of  roots 
makes them susceptible to damage from 
hot, dry summer droughts. The deeper 
the soil and the better able it is to retain 
moisture during the hot summer months 
the better for all the magnolias. If  your 
soil is not so deep, you may want to try 
a smaller leafed species, such as sweetbay 
magnolia (Magnolia virginiana).

Sweetbay magnolia is a small tree 
to 20 feet high and 12-15 feet wide.  
Variations within this species, with some 
plants more tree-like and others more 
shrub-like, and some completely ever-
green while others are semi evergreen, 
allow for versatility in the gardens. This 
species has the largest natural range for 
magnolias in North America, with cold 
hardy varieties growing as far north as 
coastal Maine, and heat tolerant varieties 
growing as far south as the Everglades 
National Park in Florida. Some of  the 
hardier cultivated varieties available 
are ‘Green Shadow’, ‘Henry Hicks’, 
and ‘Moonglow’. All three are hardy to 
USDA Hardiness Zone 5, and remain 
mostly evergreen. Typically found near 
coastal wetlands, sweetbay magnolia will 
handle a moist soil, as well as rich organic 
soils that drain well, and they can grow 
very well in moist, shallow soils in colder 
micro climates. Plant in mixed shrub 
borders or at the corner of  a house near 
a patio, deck, or window so you can enjoy 
the fragrance of  its flowers. The small 
creamy white flowers open sporadically 
during July, perfuming the area with a 
sweet, lemony scent.

Yellowy Cucumbertree Magnolia
Evolutionarily speaking, magnolias are 
ancient plants that were among the 
first to form flowers as we know and 
understand flowers today. The flowers 
evolved before bees existed and thus 
were pollinated by beetles. Because of  
the strength, weight, and clumsiness of  
beetles, magnolias created thicker, stron-

ger flowers that would not be damaged 
by the pollinating beetles. Now, millions 
of  years later, beetles are still the main 
pollinators for magnolias. After the flow-
ers are past, seed pods begin to form. 
The pollinated seed pods are unusual in 
shape, looking more like they congealed 
rather than formed. The narrow, elon-
gated pod has receptacles for the seeds 
which bulge outward as they ripen giving 
the impression of  a lumpy, bumpy cu-
cumber. The largest seed pod is found on 
the appropriately named cucumbertree 
magnolia (Magnolia acuminata).

Cucumbertree magnolia is our big-
gest native magnolia, growing into a 
large shade tree 50-100 feet high and 
50-80 feet wide. This stately tree deserves 
space to grow and stretch without be-
ing confined by competing trees. It has 
somewhat brittle branches and as the 
possibility for breakage in snow storms 
is good, it should not be planted near 
houses. The large, 10-15 inch long leaves 
form a beautiful dark green backdrop 
for the greenish yellow to creamy yellow 
flowers two to  three inches long and 
wide. The flowers open in late May and 
last into June. The fruits consist of  lumps 
of  seeds clustered along a 4-5 inch long 
‘cucumber’. As the seeds ripen the fruit 
turns from green to pinkish to red.  They 
persist for a short period of  time before 
dropping to the ground, where the fleshy 
seed coverings and hard coated seeds are 

eaten by mice, squirrels and chipmunks.  
Cucumbertree magnolia is our most cold 
hardy species, surviving temperatures of  
minus 25 degrees Fahrenheit. Because of  
the hardiness, ability to withstand wind 
damage (if  not the weight of  snow), 
and for having flowers with yellow pig-
ments, Magnolia acuminata was used in 
hybridizing to create cold hardy, true 
yellow flowering magnolias. The first 
cultivar introduced to the nursery trade 
was ‘Elizabeth’. ‘Elizabeth’ has large, 
creamy yellow flowers that emerge just as 
the leaves do in mid to late May.  Newer 
varieties include ‘Ultimate Yellow’, ‘Sun-
sation’, ‘Yellow Bird’, and ‘Sun Spire’. 
All of  the yellow flowered hybrids are 
at least hardy to zone 5. Some are fast 
growing, like ‘Elizabeth’ (20-30’ high 
and wide), some are slow growing, like 
‘Sunsation’ (15’ high and 6-8’ wide), and 
one is tall and narrow: ‘Sun Spire’ (30’ 
high and 6’ wide). A great aspect of  the 
yellow flowering hybrids is that the flow-
ers usually begin to open after the last 
spring frosts, and thus reliably provide 
a beautiful show.

Southern Magnolia Shines in 
Winter 
Everyone considers spring to be the 
season for magnolias, but it is not their 
only season. The bark of  most magno-
lias is silvery gray, and shows off  during 

(continued on page 5)

Oversized foliage of bigleaf magnolia looks tropical and provides vivid contrast with almost any neighbor. 
 Photo by Kevin Wilcox

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the April issue is March 10. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Decorate Your Home for Spring
Tired of  the dull, drab colors of  winter? 
Let Jenna Hinman Keller, floral arranger 
at Riverside Nursery in Canton, show you 
how to add bursts of  color, energetic plant 
textures, flowers and eye-catching décor 
as you transition your home from winter 
to spring. She will be speaking at noon, 
at the March 13 meeting of  the West 
Hartford Garden Club at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard, 
West Hartford. Reservations required 
(860) 521-2439; guest donation $10. 

All Day Grow Day at Natureworks
Natureworks is hosting Grow Day, a fun 
and informative day of  learning with 
a range of  classes offered throughout 
the course of  the day. Topics include 
growing more food, growing fruit, grow 
from seed by direct sowing, growing 
seedlings, growing flowers to benefit 
bees and other pollinators, how to grow 
armloads of  cut flowers, and how to 
grow cool unusual annuals. Register for 
the day and attend as many or as few ses-
sions as you wish. Classes will be taught 
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente or other 
Natureworks staffers. When it’s all over, 
you can stop by Natureworks to make 
any purchases inspired by what you’ve 
learned; the shop is open until 6 p.m. 
Grow Day is 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 29 at the  Zion Episcopal Church, 
326 Notch Hill Rd., North Branford. 
Advance registration is recommended, 
but walk-ins will be accepted. Registra-
tion is $35, provided payment reaches 
Natureworks by March 23. Afterwards, 
price rises to $40. For more information, 
visit  http://naturework.com/gardening-
classes, or call (203) 484-2748. 

Visit UConn’s Ecology & 
Evolutionary Biology Greenhouse
Visit one of  the most diverse plant col-
lections in the northeastern U.S. at the 
UConn Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Greenhouse where drop-in casual tours 
are scheduled for 12:15 p.m. on Friday 
March 21 and April 11. Greenhouse 

Friday’s tours will be led by emeritus 
Botany professor, Dr. Terry Webster. 
Topics and focus will vary. These tours 
are primarily geared toward members 
of  the UConn community, but all are 
welcome. No reservations required. The 
EEB Greenhouse is located on the main 
campus of  the University of  Connecticut 
at Storrs, behind the Biology/Physics 
building; for a map, visit  http://maps.
uconn.edu/map/locations/43. If  you 
have questions, contact: Clinton Morse 
at clinton.morse@uconn.edu. 

The Tall and Short Of  It Highlight 
UConn Garden Conference 
UConn’s “2014 Garden Conference” 
features an exciting lineup of  top na-
tional speakers and local experts on 
various aspects of  garden design, main-
tenance, and plant selection.  This all-day 
conference offers valuable educational 
opportunities for gardeners of  all levels, 
from the casual gardener to the Ad-
vanced Master Gardener.  The speakers 
featured at the conference will include 
keynote speakers Nancy DuBrule-
Clemente, owner of  Natureworks, an 
organic garden center, landscape design, 
installation and maintenance service 
in Northford, and Stephanie Cohen, 
Horticultural Consultant and author 
from Collegeville, Pa. who will present 
a combined presentation.  Nancy will 
discuss tall, statuesque, specimen plants; 
Stephanie will cover compact, vertically 
challenged perennials. Other speakers 
include Kelly Gill, of  the Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation, who will 
address “Conserving Pollinating Insects 
with Pollinator Friendly Gardening”; 
Mark Weathington, of  the JC Raulston 
Arboretum at North Carolina State Uni-
versity, will discuss plants for problem 
spots; Jonathan Lehrer, Assistant Profes-
sor at Farmingdale State College (SUNY) 
on Long Island, N.Y. will present a talk 
entitled, “Useful Native Woody Plants 
for Connecticut”; and Amy Ziffer, of  A 
Shady Lady Garden Design in Sherman, 
who will speak on gardening in the shade.

The conference will be held Friday, 
March 21 at the University of  Con-
necticut, Lewis B. Rome Commons in 
Storrs. Program and registration infor-
mation, including online registration, is 
available at www.2014garden.uconn.edu. 
Pre-registration is $90 per person if  post-
marked on or before March 14th; after-
wards, cost rises $10 per person by mail 
or for walk-ins. Registration is limited 
and nonrefundable.  Please make checks 
payable to the University of  Connecti-
cut and send to Joan Allen, University 
of  Connecticut, Department of  Plant 
Science and Landscape Architecture, 
1376 Storrs Road, Unit 4067, Storrs, CT 
06269-4067. For more information, visit 
www.2014garden.uconn.edu or call or 
email Joan Allen (860) 486-6740;  joan.
allen@uconn.edu

African Violet Show and Sale
The Windsor African Violet Society’s 
Annual Judged Show and Sale will be 
held Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In addition to the 
judged show there will be design displays 
that will include cut flower arrangements, 
underwater arrangements, terrariums, 
and dish gardens all using African vio-
lets.  An education table will provide free 
information on cultivating and propa-
gating African violets. A wide variety 
of  other gesneriads will be on display. 
Plants from Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 
of  Dolgeville, N.Y. will be for sale, as 
well as cut and rooted leaves. The show 
will be held at Grace Episcopal Church, 
311 Broad St., Windsor. Free admission. 
For directions or more information, visit: 
http://windsorafricanviolets.org or call 
(860) 242-0162.

Great Gardens and Landscaping 
Symposium 
The 11th annual Great Gardens and 
Landscaping Symposium takes place 
Friday & Saturday, April 4 and 5, 2014 at 
the world-class Equinox Resort in Man-
chester, Vt.  The event attracts hundreds 

(continued on page 8)
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, March 20
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

Bad weather: Visit www.cthort.org, 
call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713 
for a recorded message, or tune in to 
WTIC radio, 1080 AM, or WFSB TV, 
Channel 3, to check the status of the 
meeting.

Andrew Pighills has a puzzling 
occupation. His passion and his 
profession are founded  upon 

the ancient art of  building in stone, 
a practice he likens to solving a giant 
three-dimensional jigsaw puzzle. And as 
a lifelong aficionado of  brainteasers of  
all kinds-from crosswords to jigsaws- he 
is a man in his element when he is work-
ing with stone.

“I’ve always been good at seeing a 
space and finding the stone that fits it,” 
he says.

That talent has come in handy dur-
ing a career devoted to creating artful 
stone walls and structures. Perhaps the 
most archaic of  architectural creations, 
stoneworks are so iconic and beloved, 
particularly in New England, that their 
construction continues to be in demand. 
Andrew’s Atlantic-spanning work-he has 
built stones walls in his native Great Brit-
ain and in his new American homeland-
and the inspiration behind it will be the 
subject of  his March 20 lecture.  

That’s not to say solving stony 
puzzles is easy. The right stone can be 
elusive, and the search for it can be chal-
lenging. “It can be frustrating,” he says. 
“But at the end of  the day you can look 
back and see what you’ve built and realize 
that it’s going to be there for generations. 
It is so rewarding.”

That notion of  permanence has given 
Andrew a reverence for the stone wall’s 
place in history and the landscape. He’s 
partial to New England, where three 
broadly defined styles of  wall are readily 
evident, beginning with what Andrew 
calls a tossed wall, created by farmers 
heaving stones to the edge of  their field; 
to the intermediate wall, in which stones 
are stacked, but rather haphazardly, to the 
more formally finished wall with stones 
stacked neatly, sometimes in courses, and a 
tidy, more or less level top. The latter type 
wall is the norm in the UK, Andrew says, 
where the aesthetic for stone walls was 
standardized in the 18th and 19th century. 

New England’s stone walls are an 
integral part of  colonial history, Andrew 
says, something he tries to emphasize to 
his clients and to those who attend his 
lectures. By sharing his enthusiasm he 
hopes to interest more people in conserv-
ing stone walls for future generations.

His commitment to this traditional 
building art has earned him a devoted 
list of  clients, including the English 
National Trust and the English National 
Parks.  His stone work has been featured 
on BBC television, in The New York 
Times, Martha Stewart Radio, the New 
Haven Register and numerous other 
publications. Andrew is a member of  
the influential Dry Stone Walling Asso-
ciation of  Great Britain, and a founding 
member of  the North American chapter 
of  the DSWA.

Andrew’s personal history with stone 
walls reaches back to his childhood and 
growing up on his father’s farm in the 
Yorkshire Dales--best known to Ameri-
cans as James Herriot country. The fam-
ily farm had sheep and milk cattle, and if  
a stone wall fell down or was damaged 
it had to be repaired before the animals 
could escape. 

“It was through necessity that I got 
into stonework,” he says. “The more I 
did the more I enjoyed it and the bet-
ter I became; I decided to make it my 
profession.”

In addition to being a builder, An-
drew is a gardener and trained in the 
UK with the Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety. Then, after several decades of  wall 

building and garden making in the UK, 
he immigrated to the U.S. in 2001, and 
lived in Brooklyn, where his professional 
adventures included hauling five tons of  
stone through the home of  Steve Bus-
cemi, perhaps better known as Nucky 
Thompson on HBO’s “Boardwalk Em-
pire”, to the actor’s Park Slope backyard 
to build a series of  retaining walls and 
garden border edgings.

Andrew now lives in Killingworth. 
He and his wife Michelle Becker design 
and build residential landscapes in the 
tradition of  the English cottage garden. 
Sometimes that involves building follies, 
whimsical creations such as the architec-
tural ruin of  a Revolutionary War era iron 
foundry he created in the backyard of  a 
Greenwich client.

He is also working on his gardens at 
home, where he owns what he says may 
be the only property in town that did not 
have any stone walls, a situation that, as 
you might guess, Andrew is working to 
remedy.  

The Stone Walls and Stonework of New 
England and Old England: an Evolution  

March 20 —Speaker Andrew Pighills,  
English Gardens & Landscaping

s s s s s s
Gardens of the Brandywine Valley   

Private garden of Jack Staub * Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill * Winterthur  
* Brandywine River Museum * Meet and Greet with the Curator of Plants  

at Longwood Gardens and Behind the Scenes Tour
Wednesday – Friday, June 18-20, 2014  

ture, are furnished with a collection of  
antiques. See the new “Costumes of  the 
Downton Abbey” exhibit, with 40 his-
torically inspired costumes from the TV 
show on display. Then visit the gardens! 
Winterthur’s 1,000 acres encompass roll-
ing hills, streams, meadows, and forests. 
Du Pont developed an appreciation of  
nature as a boy that served as the basis 
for his life’s work in the garden. He se-
lected the choicest plants from around 
the world to enhance the natural setting, 
arranging them in lyrical color combi-
nations and carefully orchestrating a 
succession of  bloom from late January 
to November. The afternoon finds us 
at the Brandywine River Museum with 
an in depth guided tour highlighting 
one of  the largest collections of   three 
generations of  Wyeth artists–N.C., An-
drew, Jamie. Also, a guided tour of  the 
wildflower and native plant gardens that 
surround this renovated 19th century 
Grist Mill on the banks of  the Brandy-
wine River.
Day 3: Morning visit to Hortulus Farm, 
the private garden of  Jack Staub and 
Renny Reynolds. This 100 acre home 

Day 1: Aboard our deluxe motor coach 
to Longwood Gardens, we will tour the 
renowned former Du Pont estate with 
more than 40 indoor and outdoor gar-
dens, a conservatory, dancing fountains 
and a lovely gift shop. We will meet To-
masz Anisko, the Curator of  Plants and 
recent speaker at CHS, who will guide 
us on a behind the scenes tour of  these 
spectacular gardens. We then continue to 
our home for the next two nights in the 
heart of  downtown West Chester, the 
brand new Hotel Warder with comfort-
able guest rooms, indoor pool and fit-
ness center and within walking distance 
to many shops and restaurants. Dinner 
that night will be at the fabulous Bran-
dywine Prime Restaurant. Our delicious 
meal starts with either a spinach salad or 
French onion soup, followed by a choice 
of  pan seared salmon or Chianti braised 
short ribs, beverage and dessert choice 
of  crème brulee or molten chocolate 
lava cake.                       
Day 2: Morning visit to Winterthur to 
see the exquisite home in which Henry 
Francis du Pont entertained family and 
friends in grand style. The 175 rooms, 
many of  them with historical architec-

and farm tries to respect the integrity 
of  the farm’s historical significance and 
natural landscape, with the occasional 
whimsical or formal statement thrown 
in. We will also have time to visit the 
specialty ‘connoisseur’s nursery’ which 
offers the rare and unusual. After a stop 
for lunch on your own, we make our way 
to the exquisite Linden Hill Gardens de-
signed by landscape craftsman Jerry Fritz 
(presented at our February 2013 CHS 
program meeting). Jerry and his staff  will 
guide us through their display gardens. 
Their retail nursery specializes in rare 
and cutting edge plants. Happy plant 
shopping with a special CHS discount!
COST: Members $439 per person, twin; 
$549 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Deposit: $100 per person 
due with reservation by March 14. Final 
payment: due by April 28. Includes 
deluxe motor coach, two nights lodging, 
tax, baggage, three continental breakfasts, 
one dinner, sightseeing per itinerary, driver 
gratuity, $25 per person donation to CHS, 
escorted by Brett Isaacson. Make checks 
payable to: CHS. Mail to: Friendship Tours, 
705 Bloomfield Ave. (note new address), 
Bloomfield, CT 06002. Questions? Barbara, 
Friendship Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 
243-1630

of  gardeners of  all ages and abilities from 
across the Northeast. Nationally recog-
nized speakers include David L. Culp, 
Thomas Christopher, Deborah Trick-
ett, Adam R. Wheeler and Kerry Ann 
Mendez. How-to, informative lectures 
include: 50 Perennials I Could Not Live 
Without; The Layered Garden: Design 
Lessons for Year Round Beauty; A Back 
Yard Revolution - alternative grasses and 
compatible perennials that provide all the 

Happenings, from page 7      

benefits of  a conventional lawn; Celeb-
rity Pots, an entertaining presentation on 
creating flashy containers that portray 
celebrities like Brad Pitt, Lady Gaga and 
Grace Kelly; Fun with Color: Variegated 
Foliage in the Garden; and Flashy New 
or Underused Perennials for 2014. 

Day-only fees as well as overnight 
symposium packages are available. Reg-
istration includes six dynamic garden 
lectures, Saturday morning coffee and 

refreshments, symposium luncheon 
buffet, handouts, garden gift and door 
prizes. Registration fees start at $98 per 
person and $89 per person for master 
gardeners (before March 1). The entire 
agenda, speaker profiles, lecture descrip-
tions and registration details are at  www.
pyours.com/symposium. For questions, 
call Kerry at (207) 502-7228.
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends:

A bunch of  our members—about 200 dis-
count ticket buyers and volunteers—and I got a 
great, early taste of  spring by visiting the “Back-
yard Paradise” themed Connecticut Flower & 
Garden Show in Hartford. Lots of  people told us 
they most enjoy the size and quality of  this show, 
which can be ‘done’ in a day as opposed to larger 
shows with more crowds and in bigger venues. We 
met gardeners from New York, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, and even Pennsylvania.  

As for CHS, it is the first time we did not host 
a landscaped exhibit. Instead we took a spot up-
stairs, right outside the seminar rooms. We thought 
it might be a more promising place to find gardeners and students of  gardening who 
might be more likely to become CHS members. And find we did. Our 56 volunteer 
ambassadors staffed a membership booth brightened by blooming bulbs, where they 
enrolled at least 25 new members. Those who introduced speakers also helped solve 
the lighting and technical challenges that are bound to occur any time 48 speakers 
step to their respective podiums. A heartfelt thank you goes to all our volunteers, 
with special thanks to: Ellen Bender, Diane Erling, Ginny Gingras, Peg Bliss, Keri 
Milne, Elizabeth Morin and Barry Avery, who covered multiple time slots and lent an 
extra helping hand. David Smith monitored the bulb forcing at White Flower Farm, 
for which we are forever grateful.

Don’t forget to plan time to travel with CHS this spring. The calendar is stocked 
with a gardener’s delight of  entertainment and tours. The “always a sell-out” nurs-
ery crawl to the lower Connecticut River Valley is shaping up for Thursday, May 22.  
Hope to see you on the bus! See all the details on page 9.

While nature’s snowy quilt finishes melting away, I’ll be tuning up my tools, taking 
a final inventory of  seeds and wishing you sunny days for mucking out your water 
feature or planting peas. And while you’re at it—don’t forget your sunscreen.

Nancy B

P.S. don’t forget to mention CHS when you shop at White Flower Farm--We are 
‘garden partners,’ which means CHS gets a donation for every dollar our members 
spend there! Just mention this code for any purchase made between now and June 
30: 4S067

Along the Garden Path: West End of Hartford   
Gardens of Avery and Eileen Buel * Mayor Pedro Segarra  

* Governor’s Mansion * Lunch at Town & Country Club * Butler McCook House
Tuesday, June 24, 2014  

13th Annual Nursery Crawl   
Acer Gardens * Lunch at La Vita Gustosa * Ballek’s Garden Center

Thursday, May 22  

ernor’s Mansion where we’ll tour of  
the interior of  the home and the recently 
renovated gardens. At Hartford’s historic 
Town & County Club, where gracious 
hospitality and fine dining are the hall-
marks, we’ll enjoy a buffet luncheon. 
Menu: salad, chicken Chardonnay, spin-
ach stuffed sole, vegetable, potato, des-
sert and coffee. We’ll complete our day at 
the Butler McCook House & Garden 
on Main St in Hartford, home to four 
generations of  a family for almost two 
centuries. Refreshments in the Victorian 
ornamental garden and an opportunity 
to tour the home on your own.

shrubs and trees, you’ll find all sorts of  
accessories-from garden statuary, fire 
pits and fountains to orchid pots, obe-
lisks, and high quality garden tools. The 
owners and staff  are looking forward to 
sharing their knowledge and passion for 
gardening with us. 
Depart: 9:15 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford; 9:30 a.m. 
Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. (next to the State 
Police Union bldg.), East Hartford; 10 a.m. 
Commuter Lot, Exit 21 off of Route 91 (next to 

We begin our day at the gardens 
of  Avery & Eileen Buell on 
North Beacon Street. Their 

property has recently been landscaped 
with a large slate patio, a fish pond 
and new plantings.  We’ll then stop at 
the home of  Mayor Pedro Segarra 
& Charlie Ortiz on Prospect Avenue. 
After acquiring their home they went to 
work on improving the grounds. After 
adding a cobblestone circular driveway, 
a stone terrace, koi pond and waterfall 
water feature, they went to work on the 
gardens. Black-eyed susans, hostas, and 
ferns line the side of  the house. We’ll 
then head down the street to The Gov-

We’ll start the day at Acer Gar-
dens, operated on 18 acres in 
Deep River. Owners Bill and 

Sharon Harris have developed display 
gardens that showcase most of  the plants 
they sell. A special luncheon awaits us 
at La Vita Gustosa in East Haddam, 
an intimate family-owned restaurant 
which sources many of  their ingredients 
from local farms. Then onto Ballek’s 
Garden Center, our final stop for the 
day. In addition to perennials, annuals, 

Depart: 7:45 a.m. Commuter Lot, Exit 
21 off of Route 91 (next to Burger King), 
Cromwell; 8:20 a.m. Park & Ride Lot, 500 
Main St. (next to the State Police Union 
bldg.), East Hartford; 8:45 a.m. Emanuel 
Synagogue, Mohegan Drive, West Hartford. 
Return: 4:45p.m. East Hartford; 5:00 p.m. 
West Hartford; 5:45p.m. Cromwell. Cost: 
Members $80 per person; Nonmembers 
$85 per person based on 40-52 passengers; 
payment due with reservation. No refunds on 
day trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630.

Burger King), Cromwell. Return: 4:30 p.m. 
Cromwell; 5:00 p.m. East Hartford, 5:15 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members $72 
per person; Nonmembers $74 per person 
based on 40-52 passengers; payment 
due with reservation. No refunds on day 
trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630. 

Broadway, Here We Come! “Beautiful” Orchestra Seats!   
Stephen Sondheim Theatre * Pre–Show Lunch

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 Matinee  
dancing, and performances you won’t 
soon forget. It’s like going to a musical, 
play and concert all rolled into one! 

Delicious pre-show lunch at DaRo-
sina Ristorante in the Theater District. 
Choose an appetizer, main course and 
dessert that day from a scrumptious 
Italian menu.
Depart: 7:30 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
West Hartford; 7:50 a.m. Commuter Lot, 
500 Main St., East Hartford (note new lo-

In the summer of  1960, a teenage girl 
from Brooklyn walked into a Man-
hattan recording studio and started 

writing the songs that would shape a 
generation. Her name was Carole King. 
“Beautiful” tells King’s story from her 
early days as a Brooklyn teenager strug-
gling to enter the record business to her 
years spent as a chart-topping music leg-
end. This powerful show gives Broadway 
lovers everything they love. Classic songs, 

cation). Return: 7:30 p.m. East Hartford; 
8:00 p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members 
$202 per person; nonmembers $208 per 
person based on 40-50 passengers; pay-
ment due with registration. No refunds on 
day trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS & mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave. (note new address), Bloom-
field, CT 06002. Or call to reserve your seat 
(860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630.
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Native Magnolias Shine in Every Season
By Kevin Wilcox
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
March 6 – Board of  Directors 

meeting, Rocky Hill
March 10 – Deadline for April 

newsletter
March 20 – Program meeting, 

Andrew Pighills, “The Stone Walls 
and Stonework of  New England and          
Old England: an Evolution” 

April 3 – Board of  Directors meeting, 
Rocky Hill

April 8 – CHS Educational program: 
“The Unexpected Houseplant,” 
Tovah Martin, Glastonbury        
Riverfront Community Center, 
Glastonbury

As children, my sister and I were 
forced to work long hours, 
sweating under a hot sun, la-

boring in the family vegetable garden. 
Well, it seemed like long hours. Little 
did I know at the time that this work 
would engender a desire to garden as a 
way of  life, or, more specifically, to be a 
nurseryman, someone who propagates, 
grows and sells trees and shrubs. This 
past growing season was my 29th year 
professionally growing plants and my 
third year in business for myself, with 
Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield my 
home away from home. As the years have 
passed, many plant desires have grown in 
me and I’ve developed a love of  Rhodo-
dendron, needled conifers, and various 
flowering plants. Lately, I have begun a 
new plant relationship, one that satisfies 
my need for showy, fragrant flowers, and 
my occasional need for evergreen foliage. 
This new love is with our native species 
of  magnolias.

Native plants! Just saying ‘native 
plants’ brings to mind birds, bees, and 
fragrant afternoons. Native plants satisfy 
many needs or desires of  gardeners. 
They are accustomed to our soils, accli-
mated to the various swings in our cli-
mate, and they provide food and housing 
for our native birds, bees, and animals. 
With native magnolias, we can satisfy 
many aesthetic gardening desires as well.

Taxonomists are debating the number 
of  magnolia species world wide. Some say 
120 while others claim 210 species. One 
thing they do agree upon is how many 
species of  magnolia are native to North 
America, and the answer is seven. These 
seven species have an advantage over the 

Seedpods and shiny evergreen leaves make 
southern magnolia shine in winter. 

Photo by Kevin Wilcox

Asian species in that they are more adapt-
able to our soils and climate.  The natives 
vary in form, size, texture and flower size 
and fragrance, allowing a wide range of  
use in garden design.

Bigleaf  Magnolia  
Bears Bold Foliage 
Our native magnolias have many features 
which can be exploited or manipulated to 
enhance new or even mature landscapes.  
Most have large, simple leaves which of-
fer a bold, sometimes coarse look that 
can be contrasted against smaller, more 
delicately textured plants. Because of  
the damage wind can do to large leaf  
magnolias, they evolved to thrive in the 
woodland understory, where they find 
protection from tall forest trees. There-
fore, our big, bold, beautiful large leaf  
magnolias are better suited for older, 
expansive landscapes where towering 
trees can afford them protection from 
wind. Of  the four native species with 
large leaves, bigleaf  magnolia (Magnolia 
macrophylla) has the largest leaves of  all.

Bigleaf  magnolia is an ancient, tropi-
cal looking small tree with leaves reach-
ing up to almost a yard in length, and 
half  as wide. Growing 30-40 feet high 
and wide, this species prefers a lightly 
wooded site away from damaging winds. 
As its branches grow out from the main 
trunk, they appear to be weighed down 
by the size of  the leaves. This coarse, 
open habit allows dappled sunlight to 
spill onto the ground beneath the tree, 
creating an ideal area to plant native wild-
flowers and as the tree matures, to place a 
couple of  Adirondack chairs and a small 
table. The enormous, satiny white flow-
ers begin to open in early June, with the 

floral display lasting three to four weeks. 
As summer transitions to autumn, the 
leaves begin to drop, mostly without any 
change in color, to litter the ground in a 
beautiful, bold patchwork of  green and 
silver. In a landscape, this tree demands 
attention and should be placed where its 
boldness takes center stage. 

Smaller Scaled Sweetbay Magnolia 
Magnolias like leaf  litter, or more im-

Insects make up half  of  all macrobiotic life on 
Earth. Beetles, in all their variety,  constitute 35% 
of  all insects.  

Flies have two wings, all other flying insects 
have four.

Half  of  all known insect species feed on plants. 
Most plant eating insects feed in extremely nar-

row ecological niches, with many species consuming 
only a single type or species of  plant. 

To promote native bee diversity, garden with 
pollen rich plants and provide habitat for nesting.

The insect world is full of  disguises, costumes 
and camouflage. The idea for some insects is to 
make themselves look inedible or unpalatable. The 
red spotted purple caterpillar, for example, looks 
like bird droppings. 

If  your garden is bothered by insects, the worst 
thing you can do is spray broad spectrum pesticides. 
Sometimes the best strategy is just hand picking 
things off.

Michael Singer –  
Insect Drama in Your Garden

meeting  moments Spring into the Garden Symposium
The Connecticut Horticultural Society’s 7th biennial symposium 
was held Feb 1. Here are some of  the numbers that mattered.

Attendees .......................................................................................151 
Income from tickets ........................................................ $10,975.00
Vendors ............................................................................................11 
Income from vendor fees ................................................ $1,110.00
Silent auction items. .......................................................................25
Income from silent auction ............................................. $1,570.00
Narcissus sales .........................................................................$52.00
Total income .................................................................... $13,707.00
Cookies consumed .......................................................................153
Favorite sandwich (chicken salad) ...............................................56 
Payment to speakers ......................................................... $3,076.06
Caterer ................................................................................. $2,433.00
Rentals and tech support ................................................. $1,104.88
Materials .................................................................................$562.55
Total expenses .................................................................... $7,176.49
Evaluation sheets returned ...........................................................55
Net income ......................................................................... $6,530.51

Thanks for Symposium Committee work by Joan Stubenrauch 
(chairperson), Elaine Widmer, Leslie Shields, Ellen Bender,  
Lea Ann Moran, Fran Schoell, and Kris Urbanik..........boundless 


