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CHS Calendar at a Glance

Sept. 6 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Sept. 10 – October CHS Newsletter  
deadline

Sept. 13 – Program meeting,  Rick 
Darke, The Layered Landscape and the 
New Wild Garden (see page 3, note 
change from third Thursday)

Sept. 21 – Fall plant auction, Vernon 
(see page 11)

Sept. 22 – Education program,  
mushroom foray (see below)

Lespedeza, a Late-summer Garden Pleaser 
by Kevin Wilcox

Gardeners, as a species unto 
themselves, are always 
looking for the next best 

plant they ever saw.  And they must 
have one, or three, for their gar-
dens. As gardeners browse through 
nurseries and garden centers, they 
pick and choose new plants that 
provide better color, different tex-
ture and odd times of  flowering. 
Most die-hard, dirt-under-the-
nails gardeners will keep looking 
through the nurseries even after 
the rush of  spring planting, and 
those who do are richly rewarded, 
for they find bush clovers.

Bush clovers (Lespedeza spp.) are 
members of  the pea family (Fabaceae). 
The multistem shrubs have trifoliate 
leaves that are alternately arranged on 
their stems. Small pea-like flowers are 
produced in great abundance over three 
or four weeks in summer or early fall. 
Bush clovers begin to grow late in spring 
but make up for lost time by growing 
rapidly once they start. They come in 
various shapes and sizes, along with dif-
ferent flower and leaf  colors.

Of  the many species of  bush clovers, 
the two suitable for gardening are Les-
pedeza bicolor and L. thunbergii. Each has 
cultivars that are distinctly different from 
the other and that lend themselves to 
different uses in the garden. The shrub’s 
care and cultural requirements are rela-
tively simple, and once gardeners become 
familiar with the plant, many wonder why 
they overlooked it for so long.

Shrub bush clover
L. bicolor, or shrub bush clover, is native 
to the cold northeastern regions of  Asia. 
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This species grows up to 9 feet high and 
wide in the wild. In most landscapes, 
where space is more readily available, 
these shrubs spread outward equally in 
all directions, forming a fine-textured, 
half-globe-shaped mound. The ¾-inch-
long leaflets on each trifoliate leaf  have 
a shape that ranges from broadly elliptic 
to obovate, or looking somewhat like the 
top portion of  a Valentine’s heart. The 
midrib protrudes beyond the edge of  the 
leaflet, forming a tiny bristle (not sharp). 
The leaves are medium to dark green, 
and lighter green on their undersides. 
The cultivars, or cultivated varieties, of  
L. bicolor that are more readily available in 
Connecticut include the following.

‘Li’l Buddy’ is a small mound-form-
ing shrub that grows 2 feet to 3 feet high 
and 3 feet to 4 feet wide. Flowers are 
purple-pink and begin to open in July. 
This small shrub will flower intermit-
tently for three months.

‘Summer Beauty’ is a taller shrub, 
reaching 5 feet to 6 feet in height and 6 

feet to 7 feet in width, and having 
dainty white and purple flowers. 
This bicolor flower is beautiful 
when viewed up close, yet from 
a distance the color combination 
is lost. The leaves on ‘Summer 
Beauty’ are the largest of  any bush 
clover, up to 4 inches long. The 
foliage alone makes this cultivar 
desirable, with its dark green leaves 
lending a good backdrop for other, 
shorter shrubs in the landscape.

‘Yakushima’ is a ground-cover 
form of  bush clover. This dainty 
shrub grows only 12 inches to 15 
inches high and spreads 3 feet to 4 

feet wide. The small purple-pink flowers 
open sporadically from late June through 
early September.

Thunberg’s bush clover
L. thunbergii, or Thunberg’s bush clover, 
is native to Japan and Korea. In the wild 
these shrubs can grow very large, up 
to 8 feet high or more, and having an 
equal spread. In most landscapes, where 
adequate space is allowed, expect Thun-
berg’s bush clover to grow 6 feet to 7 feet  

Learn With CHS
The CHS Education Committee offers two exciting programs this fall, which are 
open to all. And don’t forget the “Garden Home in All Seasons” symposium in 
November, which the committee is hard at work on (see page 5). Download a 
registration form for the following two programs from www.cthort.org.

Mushroom Foray
Saturday, Sept. 22, 10 a.m.-noon
West Hartford/Farmington Valley area  
(to be determined)

Enjoy a fall foray into the woods to hunt for fungi. 
Marlene Snecinksi of  the Connecticut Mycological 
Society will lead the stroll at a location in West Hartford 
or the Farmington Valley to be determined closer to 
the date. She will discuss how to identify the fungi you 
find and whether a mushroom is edible. Bring a hand 
lens or magnifying glass, notebook and camera if  you 
have them. Fee: CHS members, $10; nonmembers, 
$15. Limit: 30  

Putting the Garden To Bed
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main St.  
Rocky Hill

This presentation by CHS member and garden writer, 
lecturer and coach Colleen Plimpton will include visuals 
of  the tools and equipment used to prepare the garden 
for winter. She will discuss cutting plants back, planting 
bulbs, composting, feeding birds, caring for the lawn 
and other topics. Limit 20. Fee: CHS members, $5; 
nonmembers, $10. Limit: 20 

(continued on page 8)

Lespedeza thunbergii ‘Gibraltar’   (Photo: Kevin Wilcox)
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email event listings to news@cthort.org and include relevant information, a name 
and contact information. Deadline for the October issue is Sept.10.

Tidy Up the Sunken Garden 
Share gardening tips with other Garden 
Gang volunteers as you help maintain the 
Sunken Garden at Hill-Stead Museum 
in Farmington on Wednesdays from 9 
a.m.-noon. Call Lea Anne Moran, 860-
408-9560.

Indoor Cacti & Succulents
On Thursday, Sept. 6, at noon, Matthew 
Opel of  the University of  Connecticut 
introduces the West Hartford Garden 
Club to desert plants that can be grown 
in pots indoors in New England. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Light lunch served; 
guest fee, $10. Reservations required: 
860-521-2439.

Urban Farm Party
The Connecticut chapter of  the North-
east Organic Farming Association (CT 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). The 
office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short distance 
on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

NOFA) holds a block party, including 
farm tour, accordion music and potluck 
meal, at Urban Oaks Organic Farm in 
New Britain Saturday evening, Sept. 15. 
Suggested donation, $7 and a potluck 
meal to share. Email ctnofa@ctnofa.
org or call 203-888-5146. Visit www.
ctnofa.org.

UConn Cornucopia
The 18th annual Cornucopia Fest at 
the University of  Connecticut’s College 
of  Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Route 195 and North Eagleville Road, 
Storrs, is Sunday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Activities include a pet adoption, tour of  
the compost facility, auction and master 
gardeners’ plant-problem diagnosis and 
soil testing. Free admission. Visit www.
cornucopia.uconn.edu/. 

Fall Color in the Garden 
On Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m., An-
drew Brodtman, designer and co-owner 
of  Twombly Nursery in Monroe, speaks 
to the Hardy Plant Society about his 
favorite plants for fall color. Location: 
Solomon Welles House, 220 Hartford 
Ave., Wethersfield. Suggested nonmem-
ber donation, $5. Contact Leslie Shields, 
860-747-8175 or Selchie1@comcast.net. 
Visit www.cthardyplantsociety.org. 

UConn Master Gardener Course
Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2013 Master Gardener program 
offered through the University of  Con-
necticut Cooperative Extension System. 
The 16-week certificate course meets 
once a week, January to April, and com-
bines formal classroom training with 
hands-on experience. The cost is $415; 
partial scholarships are available. Visit 
www.ladybug.uconn.edu. 

Letter from the President
Dear CHS friends:

There just aren’t enough hours in the garden at this 
time of  year: harvesting, weeding or, in my case, still 
planting. As I go about the tasks, I am thinking about 
what to do and what not to do next year. Dear Diary: 
more beans, earlier lettuces, more garlic, give up on 
bell peppers, more fragrant anything for August and 
September, take June lecturer Stephanie Cohen’s les-
sons on “fallscaping” to heart. These are the labors of  
gardening love.

This brings to mind the fact that the 125th anniversary year of  the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society is winding down, and it would be perfect to have you help with 
the labors CHS loves. Could you please “diary” where we’ve gone and “done good,” 
and where we should perhaps blaze new trails in the next 125 years?

A bright path to our future starts with your participation, not simply as the hear-
ing audience at our monthly meetings, but also as a part of  the smaller teams that 
accomplish the planning and execution of  member benefits beyond our monthly 
meeting offerings. I plan to use meeting time and newsletter space to help spark your 
interest in the society’s committees. Some of  our teams need leaders. Spend some of  
your winter “down time” with us.

It is my privilege to serve as your CHS president for the next two years. I will 
need your input to make the society even better at fulfilling its educational mission. 
Join me in our committees. Talk to me, I promise I’ll listen!

In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen.

       Nancy B.

Correction: The cover story of  the Summer CHS Newsletter contained a 
typographical error in its penultimate sentence (an errant “t” added to the end 
of  a word during editing). The sentence on page 6 should have read, “In the 
garden, we should be able to escape perfection, even though we cannot escape 
our personalities.”

It’s Spade and Trowel Time: The Fall Auction is around the Corner   
by Leslie Shields

Wthe first days of  fall (which 
I hope will be cooler than 
summer) comes the CHS 

plant auction.  
Last year, the money raised from the 

auctions and meeting raffles funded three 
scholarships of  $2,000 each to students 
at the University of  Connecticut and two 
scholarships of  $750 each to students at 
Naugatuck Valley Community College. 
We would like to do as well this year.

Achieving our goal will take some 
help from you, in the form of  donating 
plants from your garden or local nursery, 
buying plants at the event and volunteer-
ing. Join the fun on Friday, Sept. 21, at 
the Tolland County Agricultural Center 
(TAC) in Vernon (find directions at www.
cthort.org). Admission is free.

Viewing of  table plants will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., with the sale beginning 
promptly at 7 p.m. The auction will be-
gin at 7:15 p.m. The evening is sure to 
be informative, given the commentary 

of  our auctioneering experts, including 
Kevin Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nursery 
in Bloomfield, John O’Brien of  O’Brien 
Nurserymen in Granby, Adam Wheeler 
of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden 
and special guests.

When considering a plant donation, 
please be selective. The best-selling 
items are usually hard-to-find and named 
cultivars, and unusual or one-of-a-kind 
plants. Please mark your donations with 
as much information as possible (name, 
color, height, width, bloom time and 
zone). Don’t forget to ask your favorite 
nursery to donate a plant or two. Dona-
tions are tax deductible and receipts are 
available. Please provide a list of  donated 
plants, along with the donor’s name and 
address.  

Drop off  your donations early that 
evening. Plants will be accepted starting 
at 4:30 p.m. If  you would like help get-
ting your plants to the auction, please 
let us know.

Can you help with the auction? From 
4:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m., we need volun-
teers with knowledge of  perennials, 
houseplants, tropicals, shrubs or trees to 
tag donations, runners to deliver plants 
to bidders, and helpers to set up tables 
and chairs and then stow them when the 
event ends.

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call auction co-chairwomen Leslie 
Shields at 860-747-8175 or Fran Schoell 
at 860-342-0376. You can also email 
Leslie at selchie1@comcast.net or Fran 
at franschoell1935@comcast.net.  

Spring Auction Post Script
A gardener at the spring auction asked 
plantswoman Maryanne Gryboski for 
the name of  a plant from a side table. 
The plant had four-petaled, blue-violet 
flowers. At the time, she couldn’t come 
up with the name. She later found the 
identity in a book: Lunaria rediviva, the 
perennial money plant. 
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Save the Date: Cambridge, Mass.        
* Guided tours of Mt. Auburn Cemetery and Lyman Estate  

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 

taurant in Cambridge. Then we are off  
to the Lyman Estate and Greenhouses in 
Waltham, Mass. The Lyman Estate, also 
known as “The Vale,” is one of  the finest 
examples in the United States of  a coun-
try estate that follows the principles of  
18th century English naturalistic design. 
We enjoy a guided tour of  the house as 

well as the four greenhouses, the oldest 
existing greenhouses in the country.

Cost: $80 per member, $83 per non-
member, based on 40-52 travelers. Please 
call Friendship Tours at 860-243-1630 for 
departure times, which were not available 
as of newsletter press time, and to reserve 
space.

What could be nicer than a fall 
day in New England? We 
start our day with a guided 

tour of  Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
Cambridge, Mass., on the Watertown 
line. A beautiful garden cemetery, it is 
recognized as one of  the most significant 
designed landscapes in the country. 

We lunch at the Grafton Street res-

Christmas in Bethlehem (Pa.)   
* Concert of Christmas organ music * Christkindlmarkt

 * Annual holiday dinner * Sunday brunch
Saturday, Dec. 1 – Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012 

After dinner, we tour Bethlehem by 
night. The lights are on and the halls are 
decked. Our guide, costumed in Mora-
vian dress, takes us back in time to see 
the historic district aglow with candles 
and lights.  

Day 2: Our day begins with a brunch amid 
the grandeur of  the elegantly decorated 
1922 Hotel Bethlehem. The menu fea-
tures carving stations, omelettes, waffles, 
entrees, salads, breads, cheeses, fruits and 
desserts. Enjoy a visit from Santa.

We depart for Arts Quest Center to 
view the film “Bethlehem, the Christ-
mas City,” and discover the story of  the 
town’s humble beginnings as a Moravian 
settlement and its rise to prominence 
during the Industrial Revolution. We will 

visit the Christkindlmarkt and explore 
the aisles of  handmade works while lis-
tening to live holiday music and sampling 
delicious food. Bring your Christmas 
shopping list to find some unique gifts.

Enjoy our traditional CHS holiday 
party on our way home as we treasure 
memories of  a special city.

Cost: $359 per twin CHS member 
based on 40-50 passengers; $429 per 
single member; nonmembers add $40. 
Includes: deluxe motorcoach, one night 
hotel, one dinner, one brunch, sightseeing, 
$25 per person donation to CHS. Escorted 
by Lois Isaacson. Deposit: $100 with 
reservation by Sept. 14; final payment due 
by Oct. 19. 

One of  the most beautiful 
traditions in Bethlehem, Pa., 
is that of  placing a single 

lighted candle in every window in town. 
Moravian stars are everywhere, including 
high atop South Mountain. Join CHS 
for our annual holiday weekend getaway, 
this year to the town that has earned the 
nickname Christmas City, U.S.A.

 Day 1:  We arrive at the Central Mora-
vian Church in time for an organ concert 
of  favorite Advent and Christmas music 
featuring organist Rebecca Kleintop 
Owens. We’ll freshen up at our hotel, 
the Hampton Inn, before enjoying at 
Sagra Bistro a traditional turkey dinner 
with all the fixings, followed by dessert 
and coffee or tea. 

For complete information on any CHS trip, including meal choice, contact CHS Travel Chairman Lois Isaacson at Friendship Tours, (860) 243-1630 or 
(860) 236-1143. There are no refunds on the day trips, so please provide a substitute. Make checks payable to CHS, but mail them to: Friendship Tours, 
533 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are handled on a per-trip basis. Friendship Tours will 
negotiate with all suppliers of the trip components to secure the best refund. However, it is possible that there would be no refund depending on timing 
of the cancellation and nature of the components. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. Tickets to theaters/events 
are nonrefundable. Trip Protection Insurance through the National Tour Association Protection Plan is strongly recommended for overnight trips and is 
handled by the individual passenger. As per the application, preexisting conditions and default are covered only if the application is received by the NTA 
Protection Plan, postmarked within 14 days of initial deposit. Please review the NTA Protection Plan brochure carefully for details of coverage and call 
them at (800) 388-1470 if you have any questions.

u u u u u u u u u

CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a 
$10 donation requested from 
nonmembers. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, Sept. 13*

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for 
socializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light 
onto Trout Brook Drive. Proceed 
for six lights to Albany Avenue. 
Turn right on Albany Avenue and 
continue to the next light, Mohegan 
Drive. Turn left on Mohegan Drive. 
Pass two stop signs. Synagogue is 
on the right. 

Forest” (Timber Press, 2002), which 
emphasized the use of  native plants as 
a way to preserve regional landscapes. 
He is an expert in grasses, the subject 
of  several of  his books.

His photography and writing are 
included in two multi-author books 
published in 2011: “The New American 
Landscape: Leading Voices on the Fu-
ture of  Sustainable Gardening” (Timber 
Press, edited by CHS Vice President Tom 
Christopher and reviewed in the Summer 
2011 CHS Newsletter) and “Fallingwa-
ter” (Rizzoli). 

Darke has received many awards, 
including the American Horticultural 
Society’s writing award in 2004 and its 
scientific award in 1998. In 1997, he 
earned a citation from the American 
Association of  Botanical Gardens and 
Arboreta (AABGA). 

His own 1.5-acre garden in rolling 
piedmont near the Delaware border fea-
tures “locally native and adapted plants 
and regional relics.”

In his talk to CHS, Darke says he will 
draw “from an array of  evolving habitats 
and cutting-edge gardens to demonstrate 
how the cultural histories and population 
dynamics of  regional ecologies provide 
an extraordinary basis for conservation-
based design and management.”  

To learn more about Rick Darke, visit www.
rickdarke.com.

The Layered Landscape  
and the New Wild Garden  

Sept. 13* — Speaker Rick Darke, Landenberg, Pa.

When Rick Darke gazes at 
landscapes, he looks for 
ghosts. Ghosts are the pat-

terns in the land and vegetation that 
linger longer than we might imagine 
and reveal things about the ecologi-
cal and cultural history of  a place, 
he says.  

To him, such patterns are partly what 
make a landscape intriguing. “A lot of  
what I’ve known and loved about lo-
cal, happenstance landscapes has to do 
with pattern and framing, nuance and 
distance and mood, …things that imbue 
the landscape with value and wonder and 
have nothing to do with the moment of  
bloom,” he told supporters of  the High 
Line, the elevated park along New York 
City’s West Side, last year. 

Uncovering and making the most of  
such patterns can lead to the creation 
of  “livable landscapes,” he says. “All 
landscapes are layered in space and 
time, and landscapes are most livable 
and conserving when they celebrate the 
dynamic layering of  regional ecologies 
and cultures.”

The blend of  cultural geography, 
horticulture, ecology and art in Darke’s 
design and management of  landscapes 
has earned him widespread acclaim as 
a photographer, author, lecturer and 
consultant. 

He graduated from the University 
of  Delaware with a bachelor’s degree 
in plant science in 1977, and worked at 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., for 20 years. For half  of  that time he 
was curator of  plants, and his expeditions 
took him to Japan, South Africa and the 
Canary Islands, Europe, Latin America, 
and Australia and New Zealand. 

His books include “The Wild Garden: 
Expanded Edition” (Timber Press, 2009) 
and “The American Woodland Garden: 
Capturing the Spirit of  the Deciduous 

*Please note change from usual third Thursday to second Thursday.

Douglas Anderson, West Hartford

Cindy Cantin, Marlborough

Bill & Miki Dickenson, Narragansett, RI

Shelley Durocher, Vernon

Maureen Farmer, New Britain

Cheryl Lawless, Farmington

Rosemary Longo-Nutt, Colchester

Barbara Muhlfelder, Essex

Erica Pagliughi, Glastonbury

Eileen Roark, Cromwell

Ashley Saylor, Middletown

Regina Visconti, Newington

Rosemary Willett, Vernon

 Memberships: 898 
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Joan Stubenrauch
CHS board member 2012-2015

Society
Personalities

My great aunt had a beautiful property 
with a gazebo and cherry tree that I 
always loved—maybe that inspired me. 
I started my gardening education by go-
ing to lectures at Comstock, Ferre on 
Saturday mornings. I joined the Glaston-
bury Garden Club in 1996 and was its 
president from 2002 to 2004. I became 
an advanced master gardener in 2006.

How would you describe your garden-
ing style? 
Eclectic. I follow some norms of  design 
but really just do what I like. CHS mem-
ber and sculptor David Hayes paid me 
the ultimate compliment when he said 
he liked my garden because I do not fol-
low any rules. I have mostly woodland 
gardens, although last October’s storm 
opened up a few areas to sun. I am more 
into texture and leaf  color and form, 
rather than flowers. I like to try new and 
different plants. If  they work, fine, if  not, 
a lesson learned.

What do you like best about your 
garden?
My garden is my oasis. It has many plants 
that have a story behind them. It could 
be a plant that someone gave me or that 
reminds me of  someone for another 
reason, so I can look at a particular plant 
and smile. I can work outside for hours 
and be in my own world.
 
What is your biggest gardening suc-
cess?
I do not feel I have a particular success. My 
garden as a whole is my pride and joy.
 
Which plants do you wish you could 
grow but can’t?
Vegetables, which is a strange answer for 
me because I do not like to cook. How-
ever, I love to eat and would like to have 

fresh tomatoes, peppers and other veg-
etables. I also wish I could grow roses, 
even shrub roses. But with voles and little 
sun, that is not really possible.
   
What gardens do you like most to 
visit and why?  
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., is one of  my favorite places. It is 
beautiful, with so much to see, including 
the conservatory. Unique to Longwood 
is the green curved wall, planted with 
ferns, that surrounds the restroom area, 
making it into something cool and invit-
ing. I have never seen anything like it. 
Chanticleer Gardens in Wayne, Pa., is 
another favorite garden to visit, as is the 
Queen’s Botanical Garden on the island 
of  Grand Cayman.  
 
If  you could be a gardener from the 
past or present who would it be?
I like to deal in the present with garden-
ers who have had an impact on me, like 
David Smith and Nancy DuBrule-Cle-
mente. I admire them, not only for their 
gardening knowledge and skills, but also 
for their outlook on life.

What do you like to do when 
you’re not gardening/working?
Ken and I love to travel. Some out-of-
the-ordinary places we have been to  
include China, Japan, Australia and New 
Zealand, where they have the biggest 
roses I have ever seen. We also like to try 
cuisines from around the world.  

Three Visual Journeys   
by Karla Dalley

The following three books tackle 
different subjects but are united 
by their exceptional photo-

graphs. One book may encourage us 
to rethink the ways we use plants in the 
garden, another may inspire a trip and 
the third, a new or forgotten gardening 
technique.

“Natural Companions:  
The Garden Lover’s Guide to Plant 
Combinations”
Ken Druse; botanical photographs  
by Ellen Hoverkamp
Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 2012 
Hardcover, $40, 256 pages 
Ken Druse says he met botanical pho-
tographer and CHS member Ellen 
Hoverkamp of  West Haven at a garden-
ing symposium several years ago. (Is it 
too much to hope that they met at a CHS 
symposium one February?)  

“I thought it would be great to 
work with her,” Druse told the Chicago 
Tribune. “I wondered, what can we do 
together? And I had wanted to do some-
thing on combinations. I developed a list 
first of  what we could illustrate, and then, 
rather than just talk about combinations, 
present a book on combinations, and fig-
ure a way to illustrate them with Ellen.”

The result, as Garden Design maga-
zine says in its June 2012 issue, is “a 
collection of  garden recipes.” Pick any 
page, Druse invites, and create a garden 
suggested by the plants. “Ellen and I took 
care to put ground cover at the bottom, 
shrubs in the middle, and trees at the top” 
of  the page, he told the magazine.

Photo essays accompany loosely 
matching, short pieces written around a 
theme. One especially successful section 
is the “Form Follows Function” chapter, 
where sections about vines include a 
two-page photo of  wisteria at Magnolia 
Plantation in South Carolina. The chap-
ter on color is also fairly well done. 

It’s hard to find fault with Ken 
Druse’s writing, but it pales in compari-

son to Hoverkamp’s scanner photogra-
phy. The photos of  the plants seem to 
leap off  the page, and the colors are as 
realistic as in life.

As outdoor gardening winds down 
in New England, this book is the perfect 
transition to the slower season of  garden-
planning. It also would make a lovely 
holiday gift. Do not miss out on a great 
collaboration with a fine botanical pho-
tographer, from Connecticut, no less.

  
“High Line: The Inside Story of  
New York City’s Park in the Sky”
Joshua David and Robert Hammond
FSG Originals, 2011
Softcover, $29.95, 340 pages 
Joshua David and Robert Hammond 
take turns telling the story of  the found-
ing of  the High Line, the acclaimed 
elevated park in New York City. They 
started the group Friends of  the High 
Line after meeting at a community event 
in 1999. The collective effort managed 
to convince Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
of  the project’s value shortly after his 
election in 2002, and it took on a life 
of  its own. 

Unless you work in the sort of  busi-
ness where endless meetings are com-
mon, you likely will not find the writing 
in “High Line” to be its strength. It often 
reads like a meeting transcript.

The story is better told through the 
book’s many photographs, which begin 
with the park’s earliest days as a railroad 
and continue through to the comple-
tion of  the first half-mile section of  
park. (The second section opened in 
July 2012).

The book provides a behind-the-
scenes look at what went into making 
the amazing stretch of  meadow, grass 
and forest; the photos show intimate 
details of  the planting, a design contest 
that was held as a fundraiser, the High 
Line tracks before they were developed 
and the finished project, with its lovely 
incorporated seating and lighting.

It is this visual journey that makes 
the book so valuable.

“Bulb Forcing for Beginners and 
the Seriously Smitten”
Art Wolk
AAB Book Publishing Company 
LLC, 2012
Hardcover, $32.95, 255 pages  
Art Wolk’s book has something for 
anyone who loves bulbs. For novices, 
he explains the differences between the 
types of  structures that are loosely re-
ferred to as bulbs, including “true” bulbs, 
corms, rhizomes and tubers. For the 
more advanced gardener, he dissects the 
structure of  the roots, showing where 
the flowers and leaves form so that the 
grower can better understand how to 
place the bulb in a pot or the ground.

For people who simply enjoy having 
a few bulb pots around to dispel winter’s 
gloom, Wolk shares dozens of  years 
worth of  tips gleaned from his hard-won 
experience forcing bulbs for his own 
pleasure and for prestigious events like 
the Philadelphia Flower Show, where he 
once forced all 13 divisions of  narcissus 
into bloom for a display.

His dozens of  tips include addressing 
how to groom the plants after they are 
forced, stake them unobtrusively, tweak 
the blooms so that they all face a single 
direction and place the bulbs in double 
layers in the pot so that they produce a 
better show (this tip applies in particular 
to the minor bulbs like crocus, scilla and 
grape hyacinth).

The text is genuinely funny and a de-
light to read. The photographs are crisp 
and gorgeous, and some close-ups of  
the forced bulb—including a two-page 
spread of  the deep purple ‘Ruby Giant’ 
crocus—are stunning.

The title delivers what the book 
promises, and much more.   

Karla A. Dalley of Farmington is a CHS 
member and reviews books for CHS.

Joan Stubenrauch was born in New 
York City and raised in New Jersey, 
whose nickname, she reminds us, is 

the Garden State. She graduated from 
Southern Connecticut State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in library science 
and worked in the Bloomfield school 
system and later at the Wethersfield Pub-
lic Library. Her passion for gardening 
started after she retired, at an early age. 
She and her husband Ken, who also is a 
CHS member, have lived in Glastonbury 
for 35 years. 

Why and when did you join CHS?
Curiosity! We built a house in 1986, and 
landscaping became an ongoing project, 
so I was trying to learn everything I could 
about gardening. I joined CHS about 15 
years ago.

What roles have you had within 
CHS? 
Besides being a new board member, I’ve 
worked on the flower show exhibit for 10 
years, mainly forcing plants into bloom. I 
volunteered so I could work with Nancy 
DuBrule-Clemente, a CHS member and 
the owner of  Natureworks in Northford. 
I’ve also helped with many CHS plant 
auctions, pulling plants at the University 
of  Connecticut and digging and potting 
plants and bulbs at CHS member David 
Smith’s garden. My garden was part of  
the 2011 CHS Garden Tour, and I’m 
currently working on the symposium 
that CHS is hosting in November with 
the Mark Twain House.

How did you get into gardening?
Growing up with two brothers, I was 
mostly into baseball and basketball 
and still love the Yankees and UConn 
basketball. My dad said that his mother 
was a gardener, but I never knew her. 

J
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high and 6 feet to 8 feet wide. The leaf-
lets on each trifoliate leaf  are 1 inch to 2 
inches long and are narrower than those 
of  L. bicolor. The leaflet tips are always 
pointed, never obovate. The leaves are a 
medium to light green on top, and light 
green on the undersides. The pea-shaped 
flowers are larger than those of  L. bicolor, 
providing a more showy floral display. 
Typically, the flowers appear during the 
last week of  August and last for three to 
four weeks. The following cultivars are 
suitable for Connecticut gardens.

‘Gibraltar’ is the pinnacle of  flow-
ering brilliance. This multistem shrub 
grows up to 7 feet high and 8 feet wide 
and has a graceful, flowing fountain 
form. A mature specimen of  ‘Gibraltar’ 
will produce thousands of  dark purple-
pink flowers during its flowering period 
of  three to four weeks.

‘Pink Fountain’ is shorter and more 
upright than ‘Gibraltar’. Growing only 
5 feet to 6 feet high and 4 feet to 5 feet 
wide, ‘Pink Fountain’ can fit into a land-
scape without overtaking its neighbors. 
The flower color is a pleasant pink and 
combines well with the blue flowers of  
caryopteris.

‘Spilt Milk’ (also ‘Variegata’) is a 
creamy white-and-green-leaf  selection. 
The variegation is irregularly splotched, 
streaked and mottled across the leaves. 
The flowers are purple-pink, contrasting 
nicely with the foliage. Bush clovers are 
known for their late summer flowers, and 
‘Spilt Milk’ helps to extend its season of  
interest by being bright and beautiful 
from late spring through September. 
This cultivar grows 4 feet to 6 feet high 
and 6 feet wide.

‘White Fountain’ is a pure white 
flower selection. It is superior to the 
older cultivar ‘Albiflora’, since its bloom 
color does not tend to revert to purple. 
‘White Fountain’ grows 6 feet to 7 feet 
high and 8 feet to 10 feet wide.  

Care and Culture
Any gardener who has bush clovers in 
the garden will say this: The plants are 
easy to grow. They do not have insect 
pests or disease problems. My experience 

is that deer will taste a young plant, yet 
never do lasting damage to its aesthetic 
beauty. (When it comes to deer dam-
age, everyone has a different experience 
based on a plant’s health, fertilization and 
accessibility to deer.)

When planting bush clovers, choose a 
sunny location. All-day sun, half-day sun 
and bright shade are all acceptable con-
ditions for good growth. Bush clovers 
stay more compact and produce more 
flowers when planted in full sun.

Selecting the right soil type is critical 
to plant health and growth. Bush clovers 
prefer a well-drained soil that is low in 
fertility.  As members of  the pea family, 
they are able, through an association with 
a bacterium, to fix nitrogen for their use 
directly from the soil atmosphere. Do not 
overfertilize with man-made, chemical 
fertilizers. It is better to apply a layer of  
mulch or compost over the root system 
and allow decomposition to feed the 
plants naturally. Bush clovers do not grow 
well in moist soils or in soils rich in organ-
ic material. An organically rich soil causes 
excessive growth, and the plant is likely to 
flop over in heavy summer rains.

Bush clovers are half-hardy shrubs 
or semishrubs that require radical prun-
ing every year. As with grasses, butterfly 
bush and caryopteris, bush clovers 
should be cut back to 6 inches to 8 inches 
high in the fall, as you do your garden 
and leaf  clean up.

So many gardeners are in the hum-
drum quandary of  late summer. What do 
we have to spice up sun- and heat-tired 
gardens? Do we wait and buy mums to 
add interest to the garden? Or do we 
search for bush clovers and try a little 
(little?) zing for the garden?  

I planted a dozen ‘Pink Fountain’ 
shrubs at home and can’t wait for the 
rapture of  their flowers. But now that 
I know more about bush clovers, I will 
have to move my plants away from 
the edge of  the wetlands. This is what 
gardening is about, being excited about 
plants, buying them, planting them, learn-
ing from mistakes, digging and moving 
plants about and hopefully, starting all 
over again with another plant.   

Lespedeza, from page 1      November Symposium:  
‘The Garden Home in All Seasons’ 

There may be no better time than 
the close of  the gardening sea-
son to spend a Saturday learning 

how to extend the garden’s beauty into 
the home and enjoy it, from both indoors 
and out, year round.  

Join CHS on Nov. 17 as the society 
hosts with The Mark Twain House & 
Museum a daylong symposium, “The 
Garden Home in All Seasons,” that 
features
• P. Allen Smith, award-winning gar-

den, lifestyle and food expert; book 
author; and host of  several nation-
ally broadcast television and radio 
programs and a YouTube channel 
(www.pallensmith.com);  

• Tomasz Anisko, curator of  plants 
at Longwood Gardens in Kennett 
Square, Pa., who has traveled the 
world collecting plants (www.long-
woodgardens.org); and 

• Ruth Loiseau, master floral designer 
and owner of  Ruth L. in Suffield, 

Conn., who has worked at White 
House events since the Reagan ad-
ministration (www.ruthl.com).

The symposium, held at the Mark 
Twain House museum center from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., includes craft demonstra-
tions, access to a vendor marketplace, a 
silent auction, station tours of  the Mark 
Twain House and a delicious boxed 
lunch.

Symposium tickets bought before 
Oct. 17 cost $75 for members of  CHS 
or the Mark Twain House and $85 for 
guests. After that date, add $10 to each 
category. Buy tickets from the Mark Twain 
House, 860-280-3130, 351 Farmington 
Ave., Hartford, www.marktwainhouse.
org. Tickets are not being sold through 
the CHS office.

To offer an item for the silent auction, 
please contact Joan Stubenrauch, 860-
633-6076, jkstuben@cox.net. To discuss 
sponsorship, contact Elaine Widmer, 
860-231-0015, eywidmer@sbcglobal.
net.  

Thanks to our Sponsors 
Proceeds from the symposium will 
support CHS educational programs 
and the master gardeners who main-
tain the plants and gardens at the 
Mark Twain House.

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Bush Clover in Garden Design 
Lespedeza are adaptable to all but 
the extremes of  soil pH. This allows 
them to be paired with both acid 
and basic soil-loving plants. Inter-
mix ‘Pink Fountain’ with decidu-
ous azaleas for continual flowering 
from late April to late September, 
or plant with lilacs for spring and 
fall flowers.

The smaller forms, such as 
‘Yakushima’ and ‘Li’l Buddy’, are 
useful for the front border. Plant 
them with spring-flowering bulbs 
for two seasons of  interest. The 
bulbs’ foliage will begin to die back 
just as the bush clovers begin to 
grow. Instead of  using ground cover 
junipers on a hillside, plant ‘Yakushi-
ma’ to hold the soil in place.  

The larger, multistem cultivars 
are perfect for mass plantings or 
as single specimens at the back 
of  the border. ‘Summer Beauty’, 
with its large leaves and stiffly held 
stems, lends itself  to the perennial 
bed, where it can be a bold accent 
or specimen plant. ‘Gibraltar’ and 
‘White Fountain’ are the largest-
growing cultivars. Their form is 
upright and spreading, and their tex-
ture is soft and flowing. Pair them 
with bold-textured shrubs such as 
purple smokebush, doublefile vi-
burnum and ninebark. Underplant 
‘Gibraltar’ with caryopteris and 
‘Goldmound’ spirea for a colorful 
summer display.

If  you have an embankment or 
retaining wall, consider planting the 
larger cultivars near the top edge. 
And mass plant the bush clovers! 
The magnificent display of  tens of  
thousands of  flowers flowing down 
or over a wall is breathtaking.

— Kevin Wilcox 

Friday Cocktail Reception
If  you’d like an extra garden-home infusion, plan to spend an intimate evening 
with symposium speakers P. Allen Smith, Tomasz Anisko and Ruth Loiseau at 
a special cocktail reception on Friday, Nov. 16. The reception will be held from 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the historic Katharine Seymour Day House at the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center (next to the Mark Twain House) in Hartford. Tickets cost 
$40. To buy tickets, visit www.marktwainhouse.org or call 860-280-3130.

36 Commerce St.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
860-430-3000
www.theyardgroup.com

13 Broken Arrow Rd.
Hamden, CT  06518
203-288-1026
www.brokenarrow.com

Feb. 21-24, 2013
Connecticut Convention Center,  
Hartford
860-844-8461
www.ctflowershow.org

533 Cottage Grove Rd.
Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-243-1630 
www.friendshiptours.net

23 Tulip Dr., P.O. Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750 
860-567-0838
www.johnscheepers.com

Kevin Wilcox owns Silver Spring Nursery 
at 696 Cottage Grove Rd. in Bloomfield 
(860-670-3064). He is a member of the 
CHS Board of Directors.

P. Allen Smith Ruth Loiseau Tomasz Anisko
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Better Stones, 200 Tolland St. 
East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414  
www.betterstones.com 

Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet  
133 Hopmeadow St. (Rte. 10) 
Simsbury 06070, (860) 651-8555

Botticello Farms, 209 Hillstown Rd., 
Manchester 06040, (860) 649-2462

Broken Arrow Nursery  
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden 06518  
(203) 288-1026  
www.brokenarrownursery.com

Butler’s Florist & Garden Center  
416 Park Rd., West Hartford 06110  
(860) 561-2148, discount on nonsale  
plants only

Craddock’s Heirloom Gardens  
59 Main St., Newtown 06470  
(203) 241-0301, www.hgllc.us

Cricket Hill Garden 
670 Walnut Hill Rd., Thomaston 06787  
(860) 283-1042, www.treepeony.com, 
discount on non-sale plant material only

Cropley’s Garden Center & 
Landscaping, 1262 Boston Turnpike, 
Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364

Edmondson’s Farm Gift Shop & Florist 
Route 44, Coventry 06238 
(860) 742-6124 (discount does not apply to 
sale items and mums)

Businesses Offering 10 Percent Discount To CHS Members
The following nurseries and garden centers offer a 10 percent discount to CHS members. Please assume your discount applies 
to nonsale items, and please show your membership card before transactions begin.

Gazebo Gardens, 54 Hennequin Rd., 
Columbia 06237, (860) 228-0244

Gotta’s Farm, 661 Glastonbury Turnpike 
Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844

Harken’s Garden Center  
287 Rte. 5, East Windsor 06088 
(860) 528-6806, discount on plants only

Larson’s Garden Center 
26 Covey Rd. 
Burlington 06013, (860) 693-8316  
www.larsonsgardencenter.com

Maple Meadows Greenhouse  
145 Scott Road, Terryville 06786 
(860) 582-7778  

Moscarillo’s 
2600 Albany Ave., West Hartford 06117 
(860) 236-5487, discount on all products

Natureworks, 518 Forest Rd., Northford 
06472, (203) 484-2748  
www.naturework.com

O’Brien Nurserymen, 40 Wells Rd., 
Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163

Paula’s Perennials, 219 N. Quaker 
Lane, West Hartford 06119 
(860) 461-1187

Riverside Nursery & Garden Center  
56 River Rd./Route179 (P.O. Box 435) 
Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285 
www.riversidenursery-ct.com, discount 
applies to plants only

Salem Country Gardens  
380 New London Rd., Salem 06420  
(860) 859-2508, discount on all products

Scott’s Orchard & Nursery  
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681

Stone Post Gardens, 1185 Randolph 
Rd., Middletown 06457 (860) 343-0360

Twombly Nursery, 163 Barn Hill Rd., 
Monroe 06468, (203) 261-2133

The Variegated Foliage Nursery 
245 Westford Rd., Eastford 06242  
(860) 974-3951  

Warner Nursery & Garden Center  
76 Riverside Rd., Simsbury 06070, (860) 
651-0204, discount on plants

Whitham Nursery 
Route 6, Bolton 06043, (860) 643-7802

Woodland Gardens, 168 Woodland St., 
Manchester 06040, (860) 643-8474 
www.woodlandgardensct.com

Woodland Trails Wildflower Nursery 
32 Ashford Rd., Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300

Emerald Ash Borer Alert

A quarantine to prevent wood 
products from leaving New 
Haven County took effect Aug. 

9, after the emerald ash borer (Agrilus 
planipennis) was found  for the first time 
in Connecticut in mid-July in Prospect 
and three other towns.

The goal of  the quarantine, and the 
suspension of  timber contracts and fire-
wood permits for state land in that area, 
is to slow the spread of  the small beetle 
that poses a threat to the 22 million ash 
trees in the state. Ash trees compose 
about 4 percent of  the state’s hardwood 
forests, according to the Connecticut Ag-
ricultural Experiment Station (CAES).

The insect was first detected in 2002 
in Michigan and has been recorded in 16 
states, including New York. Connecticut 
is the only New England state known to 
be infested. The government has con-
cluded that eradication is an impractical 
goal, and efforts are focused on slowing 
the spread of  the borer. For information 
about its life cycle and control, and tree 
protection, visit www.ct.gov/caes, and 
click on “emerald ash borer,” and then 
on “Guidelines for Preserving Trees in 
the Presence of  the Emerald Ash Borer 
Factsheet.” Visit www.cthort.org, “latest 
news,” for an article about the insect by 
CHS member Lea Anne Moran.  

Notes of Interest
Thanks to Steve Silk
The two-year tenure of  Steve Silk of  
Farmington as president of  the Connect-
icut Horticultural Society has come to an 
end, and Nancy Brennick of  Newington 
moves into the position in September. 
The society thanks Steve for his service 
and leadership. In the president’s letter 
mailed annually to members and posted 
at www.cthort.org, Nancy highlights the 
many benefits of  being a CHS member, 
adding, “My favorite part of  member-
ship is meeting you … the collective you 

… who are novices and pros, beginners 
and retired armchair gardeners … you 
who are teachers and students at once 
… all who make CHS the best gardening 
bargain in the rich fellowship of  horti-
culture we share.”

Thanks from Karen Ellsworth
Karen Ellsworth, the 2012 recipient of  
the CHS Service Award, shares the fol-
lowing note:

“It was indeed a great honor to 
be the recipient of  this year’s service 

award, as there are so many actively 
involved members of  the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society who were equally 
deserving of  such recognition. What a 
special organization to be part of! As 
Travel Chairwoman Lois Isaacson al-
ways says, ‘May it bloom and grow,’ and 
may members new and old continue to 
contribute their time and talents. Thanks 
again for the recognition and to all those 
who have faithfully helped me out over 
the years.”  

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Events for 2012

Tropical Tranquility – Aug. 22
Wonderful Willows – Oct. 13
Hardwood Cuttings – Oct. 25

Wreath Making – Nov. 28 and 29
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may members new and old continue to 
contribute their time and talents. Thanks 
again for the recognition and to all those 
who have faithfully helped me out over 
the years.”  

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Events for 2012

Tropical Tranquility – Aug. 22
Wonderful Willows – Oct. 13
Hardwood Cuttings – Oct. 25

Wreath Making – Nov. 28 and 29
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high and 6 feet to 8 feet wide. The leaf-
lets on each trifoliate leaf  are 1 inch to 2 
inches long and are narrower than those 
of  L. bicolor. The leaflet tips are always 
pointed, never obovate. The leaves are a 
medium to light green on top, and light 
green on the undersides. The pea-shaped 
flowers are larger than those of  L. bicolor, 
providing a more showy floral display. 
Typically, the flowers appear during the 
last week of  August and last for three to 
four weeks. The following cultivars are 
suitable for Connecticut gardens.

‘Gibraltar’ is the pinnacle of  flow-
ering brilliance. This multistem shrub 
grows up to 7 feet high and 8 feet wide 
and has a graceful, flowing fountain 
form. A mature specimen of  ‘Gibraltar’ 
will produce thousands of  dark purple-
pink flowers during its flowering period 
of  three to four weeks.

‘Pink Fountain’ is shorter and more 
upright than ‘Gibraltar’. Growing only 
5 feet to 6 feet high and 4 feet to 5 feet 
wide, ‘Pink Fountain’ can fit into a land-
scape without overtaking its neighbors. 
The flower color is a pleasant pink and 
combines well with the blue flowers of  
caryopteris.

‘Spilt Milk’ (also ‘Variegata’) is a 
creamy white-and-green-leaf  selection. 
The variegation is irregularly splotched, 
streaked and mottled across the leaves. 
The flowers are purple-pink, contrasting 
nicely with the foliage. Bush clovers are 
known for their late summer flowers, and 
‘Spilt Milk’ helps to extend its season of  
interest by being bright and beautiful 
from late spring through September. 
This cultivar grows 4 feet to 6 feet high 
and 6 feet wide.

‘White Fountain’ is a pure white 
flower selection. It is superior to the 
older cultivar ‘Albiflora’, since its bloom 
color does not tend to revert to purple. 
‘White Fountain’ grows 6 feet to 7 feet 
high and 8 feet to 10 feet wide.  

Care and Culture
Any gardener who has bush clovers in 
the garden will say this: The plants are 
easy to grow. They do not have insect 
pests or disease problems. My experience 

is that deer will taste a young plant, yet 
never do lasting damage to its aesthetic 
beauty. (When it comes to deer dam-
age, everyone has a different experience 
based on a plant’s health, fertilization and 
accessibility to deer.)

When planting bush clovers, choose a 
sunny location. All-day sun, half-day sun 
and bright shade are all acceptable con-
ditions for good growth. Bush clovers 
stay more compact and produce more 
flowers when planted in full sun.

Selecting the right soil type is critical 
to plant health and growth. Bush clovers 
prefer a well-drained soil that is low in 
fertility.  As members of  the pea family, 
they are able, through an association with 
a bacterium, to fix nitrogen for their use 
directly from the soil atmosphere. Do not 
overfertilize with man-made, chemical 
fertilizers. It is better to apply a layer of  
mulch or compost over the root system 
and allow decomposition to feed the 
plants naturally. Bush clovers do not grow 
well in moist soils or in soils rich in organ-
ic material. An organically rich soil causes 
excessive growth, and the plant is likely to 
flop over in heavy summer rains.

Bush clovers are half-hardy shrubs 
or semishrubs that require radical prun-
ing every year. As with grasses, butterfly 
bush and caryopteris, bush clovers 
should be cut back to 6 inches to 8 inches 
high in the fall, as you do your garden 
and leaf  clean up.

So many gardeners are in the hum-
drum quandary of  late summer. What do 
we have to spice up sun- and heat-tired 
gardens? Do we wait and buy mums to 
add interest to the garden? Or do we 
search for bush clovers and try a little 
(little?) zing for the garden?  

I planted a dozen ‘Pink Fountain’ 
shrubs at home and can’t wait for the 
rapture of  their flowers. But now that 
I know more about bush clovers, I will 
have to move my plants away from 
the edge of  the wetlands. This is what 
gardening is about, being excited about 
plants, buying them, planting them, learn-
ing from mistakes, digging and moving 
plants about and hopefully, starting all 
over again with another plant.   

Lespedeza, from page 1      November Symposium:  
‘The Garden Home in All Seasons’ 

There may be no better time than 
the close of  the gardening sea-
son to spend a Saturday learning 

how to extend the garden’s beauty into 
the home and enjoy it, from both indoors 
and out, year round.  

Join CHS on Nov. 17 as the society 
hosts with The Mark Twain House & 
Museum a daylong symposium, “The 
Garden Home in All Seasons,” that 
features
• P. Allen Smith, award-winning gar-

den, lifestyle and food expert; book 
author; and host of  several nation-
ally broadcast television and radio 
programs and a YouTube channel 
(www.pallensmith.com);  

• Tomasz Anisko, curator of  plants 
at Longwood Gardens in Kennett 
Square, Pa., who has traveled the 
world collecting plants (www.long-
woodgardens.org); and 

• Ruth Loiseau, master floral designer 
and owner of  Ruth L. in Suffield, 

Conn., who has worked at White 
House events since the Reagan ad-
ministration (www.ruthl.com).

The symposium, held at the Mark 
Twain House museum center from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., includes craft demonstra-
tions, access to a vendor marketplace, a 
silent auction, station tours of  the Mark 
Twain House and a delicious boxed 
lunch.

Symposium tickets bought before 
Oct. 17 cost $75 for members of  CHS 
or the Mark Twain House and $85 for 
guests. After that date, add $10 to each 
category. Buy tickets from the Mark Twain 
House, 860-280-3130, 351 Farmington 
Ave., Hartford, www.marktwainhouse.
org. Tickets are not being sold through 
the CHS office.

To offer an item for the silent auction, 
please contact Joan Stubenrauch, 860-
633-6076, jkstuben@cox.net. To discuss 
sponsorship, contact Elaine Widmer, 
860-231-0015, eywidmer@sbcglobal.
net.  

Thanks to our Sponsors 
Proceeds from the symposium will 
support CHS educational programs 
and the master gardeners who main-
tain the plants and gardens at the 
Mark Twain House.

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Bush Clover in Garden Design 
Lespedeza are adaptable to all but 
the extremes of  soil pH. This allows 
them to be paired with both acid 
and basic soil-loving plants. Inter-
mix ‘Pink Fountain’ with decidu-
ous azaleas for continual flowering 
from late April to late September, 
or plant with lilacs for spring and 
fall flowers.

The smaller forms, such as 
‘Yakushima’ and ‘Li’l Buddy’, are 
useful for the front border. Plant 
them with spring-flowering bulbs 
for two seasons of  interest. The 
bulbs’ foliage will begin to die back 
just as the bush clovers begin to 
grow. Instead of  using ground cover 
junipers on a hillside, plant ‘Yakushi-
ma’ to hold the soil in place.  

The larger, multistem cultivars 
are perfect for mass plantings or 
as single specimens at the back 
of  the border. ‘Summer Beauty’, 
with its large leaves and stiffly held 
stems, lends itself  to the perennial 
bed, where it can be a bold accent 
or specimen plant. ‘Gibraltar’ and 
‘White Fountain’ are the largest-
growing cultivars. Their form is 
upright and spreading, and their tex-
ture is soft and flowing. Pair them 
with bold-textured shrubs such as 
purple smokebush, doublefile vi-
burnum and ninebark. Underplant 
‘Gibraltar’ with caryopteris and 
‘Goldmound’ spirea for a colorful 
summer display.

If  you have an embankment or 
retaining wall, consider planting the 
larger cultivars near the top edge. 
And mass plant the bush clovers! 
The magnificent display of  tens of  
thousands of  flowers flowing down 
or over a wall is breathtaking.

— Kevin Wilcox 

Friday Cocktail Reception
If  you’d like an extra garden-home infusion, plan to spend an intimate evening 
with symposium speakers P. Allen Smith, Tomasz Anisko and Ruth Loiseau at 
a special cocktail reception on Friday, Nov. 16. The reception will be held from 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the historic Katharine Seymour Day House at the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center (next to the Mark Twain House) in Hartford. Tickets cost 
$40. To buy tickets, visit www.marktwainhouse.org or call 860-280-3130.

36 Commerce St.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
860-430-3000
www.theyardgroup.com

13 Broken Arrow Rd.
Hamden, CT  06518
203-288-1026
www.brokenarrow.com

Feb. 21-24, 2013
Connecticut Convention Center,  
Hartford
860-844-8461
www.ctflowershow.org

533 Cottage Grove Rd.
Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-243-1630 
www.friendshiptours.net

23 Tulip Dr., P.O. Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750 
860-567-0838
www.johnscheepers.com

Kevin Wilcox owns Silver Spring Nursery 
at 696 Cottage Grove Rd. in Bloomfield 
(860-670-3064). He is a member of the 
CHS Board of Directors.

P. Allen Smith Ruth Loiseau Tomasz Anisko
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Joan Stubenrauch
CHS board member 2012-2015

Society
Personalities

My great aunt had a beautiful property 
with a gazebo and cherry tree that I 
always loved—maybe that inspired me. 
I started my gardening education by go-
ing to lectures at Comstock, Ferre on 
Saturday mornings. I joined the Glaston-
bury Garden Club in 1996 and was its 
president from 2002 to 2004. I became 
an advanced master gardener in 2006.

How would you describe your garden-
ing style? 
Eclectic. I follow some norms of  design 
but really just do what I like. CHS mem-
ber and sculptor David Hayes paid me 
the ultimate compliment when he said 
he liked my garden because I do not fol-
low any rules. I have mostly woodland 
gardens, although last October’s storm 
opened up a few areas to sun. I am more 
into texture and leaf  color and form, 
rather than flowers. I like to try new and 
different plants. If  they work, fine, if  not, 
a lesson learned.

What do you like best about your 
garden?
My garden is my oasis. It has many plants 
that have a story behind them. It could 
be a plant that someone gave me or that 
reminds me of  someone for another 
reason, so I can look at a particular plant 
and smile. I can work outside for hours 
and be in my own world.
 
What is your biggest gardening suc-
cess?
I do not feel I have a particular success. My 
garden as a whole is my pride and joy.
 
Which plants do you wish you could 
grow but can’t?
Vegetables, which is a strange answer for 
me because I do not like to cook. How-
ever, I love to eat and would like to have 

fresh tomatoes, peppers and other veg-
etables. I also wish I could grow roses, 
even shrub roses. But with voles and little 
sun, that is not really possible.
   
What gardens do you like most to 
visit and why?  
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., is one of  my favorite places. It is 
beautiful, with so much to see, including 
the conservatory. Unique to Longwood 
is the green curved wall, planted with 
ferns, that surrounds the restroom area, 
making it into something cool and invit-
ing. I have never seen anything like it. 
Chanticleer Gardens in Wayne, Pa., is 
another favorite garden to visit, as is the 
Queen’s Botanical Garden on the island 
of  Grand Cayman.  
 
If  you could be a gardener from the 
past or present who would it be?
I like to deal in the present with garden-
ers who have had an impact on me, like 
David Smith and Nancy DuBrule-Cle-
mente. I admire them, not only for their 
gardening knowledge and skills, but also 
for their outlook on life.

What do you like to do when 
you’re not gardening/working?
Ken and I love to travel. Some out-of-
the-ordinary places we have been to  
include China, Japan, Australia and New 
Zealand, where they have the biggest 
roses I have ever seen. We also like to try 
cuisines from around the world.  

Three Visual Journeys   
by Karla Dalley

The following three books tackle 
different subjects but are united 
by their exceptional photo-

graphs. One book may encourage us 
to rethink the ways we use plants in the 
garden, another may inspire a trip and 
the third, a new or forgotten gardening 
technique.

“Natural Companions:  
The Garden Lover’s Guide to Plant 
Combinations”
Ken Druse; botanical photographs  
by Ellen Hoverkamp
Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 2012 
Hardcover, $40, 256 pages 
Ken Druse says he met botanical pho-
tographer and CHS member Ellen 
Hoverkamp of  West Haven at a garden-
ing symposium several years ago. (Is it 
too much to hope that they met at a CHS 
symposium one February?)  

“I thought it would be great to 
work with her,” Druse told the Chicago 
Tribune. “I wondered, what can we do 
together? And I had wanted to do some-
thing on combinations. I developed a list 
first of  what we could illustrate, and then, 
rather than just talk about combinations, 
present a book on combinations, and fig-
ure a way to illustrate them with Ellen.”

The result, as Garden Design maga-
zine says in its June 2012 issue, is “a 
collection of  garden recipes.” Pick any 
page, Druse invites, and create a garden 
suggested by the plants. “Ellen and I took 
care to put ground cover at the bottom, 
shrubs in the middle, and trees at the top” 
of  the page, he told the magazine.

Photo essays accompany loosely 
matching, short pieces written around a 
theme. One especially successful section 
is the “Form Follows Function” chapter, 
where sections about vines include a 
two-page photo of  wisteria at Magnolia 
Plantation in South Carolina. The chap-
ter on color is also fairly well done. 

It’s hard to find fault with Ken 
Druse’s writing, but it pales in compari-

son to Hoverkamp’s scanner photogra-
phy. The photos of  the plants seem to 
leap off  the page, and the colors are as 
realistic as in life.

As outdoor gardening winds down 
in New England, this book is the perfect 
transition to the slower season of  garden-
planning. It also would make a lovely 
holiday gift. Do not miss out on a great 
collaboration with a fine botanical pho-
tographer, from Connecticut, no less.

  
“High Line: The Inside Story of  
New York City’s Park in the Sky”
Joshua David and Robert Hammond
FSG Originals, 2011
Softcover, $29.95, 340 pages 
Joshua David and Robert Hammond 
take turns telling the story of  the found-
ing of  the High Line, the acclaimed 
elevated park in New York City. They 
started the group Friends of  the High 
Line after meeting at a community event 
in 1999. The collective effort managed 
to convince Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
of  the project’s value shortly after his 
election in 2002, and it took on a life 
of  its own. 

Unless you work in the sort of  busi-
ness where endless meetings are com-
mon, you likely will not find the writing 
in “High Line” to be its strength. It often 
reads like a meeting transcript.

The story is better told through the 
book’s many photographs, which begin 
with the park’s earliest days as a railroad 
and continue through to the comple-
tion of  the first half-mile section of  
park. (The second section opened in 
July 2012).

The book provides a behind-the-
scenes look at what went into making 
the amazing stretch of  meadow, grass 
and forest; the photos show intimate 
details of  the planting, a design contest 
that was held as a fundraiser, the High 
Line tracks before they were developed 
and the finished project, with its lovely 
incorporated seating and lighting.

It is this visual journey that makes 
the book so valuable.

“Bulb Forcing for Beginners and 
the Seriously Smitten”
Art Wolk
AAB Book Publishing Company 
LLC, 2012
Hardcover, $32.95, 255 pages  
Art Wolk’s book has something for 
anyone who loves bulbs. For novices, 
he explains the differences between the 
types of  structures that are loosely re-
ferred to as bulbs, including “true” bulbs, 
corms, rhizomes and tubers. For the 
more advanced gardener, he dissects the 
structure of  the roots, showing where 
the flowers and leaves form so that the 
grower can better understand how to 
place the bulb in a pot or the ground.

For people who simply enjoy having 
a few bulb pots around to dispel winter’s 
gloom, Wolk shares dozens of  years 
worth of  tips gleaned from his hard-won 
experience forcing bulbs for his own 
pleasure and for prestigious events like 
the Philadelphia Flower Show, where he 
once forced all 13 divisions of  narcissus 
into bloom for a display.

His dozens of  tips include addressing 
how to groom the plants after they are 
forced, stake them unobtrusively, tweak 
the blooms so that they all face a single 
direction and place the bulbs in double 
layers in the pot so that they produce a 
better show (this tip applies in particular 
to the minor bulbs like crocus, scilla and 
grape hyacinth).

The text is genuinely funny and a de-
light to read. The photographs are crisp 
and gorgeous, and some close-ups of  
the forced bulb—including a two-page 
spread of  the deep purple ‘Ruby Giant’ 
crocus—are stunning.

The title delivers what the book 
promises, and much more.   

Karla A. Dalley of Farmington is a CHS 
member and reviews books for CHS.

Joan Stubenrauch was born in New 
York City and raised in New Jersey, 
whose nickname, she reminds us, is 

the Garden State. She graduated from 
Southern Connecticut State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in library science 
and worked in the Bloomfield school 
system and later at the Wethersfield Pub-
lic Library. Her passion for gardening 
started after she retired, at an early age. 
She and her husband Ken, who also is a 
CHS member, have lived in Glastonbury 
for 35 years. 

Why and when did you join CHS?
Curiosity! We built a house in 1986, and 
landscaping became an ongoing project, 
so I was trying to learn everything I could 
about gardening. I joined CHS about 15 
years ago.

What roles have you had within 
CHS? 
Besides being a new board member, I’ve 
worked on the flower show exhibit for 10 
years, mainly forcing plants into bloom. I 
volunteered so I could work with Nancy 
DuBrule-Clemente, a CHS member and 
the owner of  Natureworks in Northford. 
I’ve also helped with many CHS plant 
auctions, pulling plants at the University 
of  Connecticut and digging and potting 
plants and bulbs at CHS member David 
Smith’s garden. My garden was part of  
the 2011 CHS Garden Tour, and I’m 
currently working on the symposium 
that CHS is hosting in November with 
the Mark Twain House.

How did you get into gardening?
Growing up with two brothers, I was 
mostly into baseball and basketball 
and still love the Yankees and UConn 
basketball. My dad said that his mother 
was a gardener, but I never knew her. 

J
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Save the Date: Cambridge, Mass.        
* Guided tours of Mt. Auburn Cemetery and Lyman Estate  

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 

taurant in Cambridge. Then we are off  
to the Lyman Estate and Greenhouses in 
Waltham, Mass. The Lyman Estate, also 
known as “The Vale,” is one of  the finest 
examples in the United States of  a coun-
try estate that follows the principles of  
18th century English naturalistic design. 
We enjoy a guided tour of  the house as 

well as the four greenhouses, the oldest 
existing greenhouses in the country.

Cost: $80 per member, $83 per non-
member, based on 40-52 travelers. Please 
call Friendship Tours at 860-243-1630 for 
departure times, which were not available 
as of newsletter press time, and to reserve 
space.

What could be nicer than a fall 
day in New England? We 
start our day with a guided 

tour of  Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
Cambridge, Mass., on the Watertown 
line. A beautiful garden cemetery, it is 
recognized as one of  the most significant 
designed landscapes in the country. 

We lunch at the Grafton Street res-

Christmas in Bethlehem (Pa.)   
* Concert of Christmas organ music * Christkindlmarkt

 * Annual holiday dinner * Sunday brunch
Saturday, Dec. 1 – Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012 

After dinner, we tour Bethlehem by 
night. The lights are on and the halls are 
decked. Our guide, costumed in Mora-
vian dress, takes us back in time to see 
the historic district aglow with candles 
and lights.  

Day 2: Our day begins with a brunch amid 
the grandeur of  the elegantly decorated 
1922 Hotel Bethlehem. The menu fea-
tures carving stations, omelettes, waffles, 
entrees, salads, breads, cheeses, fruits and 
desserts. Enjoy a visit from Santa.

We depart for Arts Quest Center to 
view the film “Bethlehem, the Christ-
mas City,” and discover the story of  the 
town’s humble beginnings as a Moravian 
settlement and its rise to prominence 
during the Industrial Revolution. We will 

visit the Christkindlmarkt and explore 
the aisles of  handmade works while lis-
tening to live holiday music and sampling 
delicious food. Bring your Christmas 
shopping list to find some unique gifts.

Enjoy our traditional CHS holiday 
party on our way home as we treasure 
memories of  a special city.

Cost: $359 per twin CHS member 
based on 40-50 passengers; $429 per 
single member; nonmembers add $40. 
Includes: deluxe motorcoach, one night 
hotel, one dinner, one brunch, sightseeing, 
$25 per person donation to CHS. Escorted 
by Lois Isaacson. Deposit: $100 with 
reservation by Sept. 14; final payment due 
by Oct. 19. 

One of  the most beautiful 
traditions in Bethlehem, Pa., 
is that of  placing a single 

lighted candle in every window in town. 
Moravian stars are everywhere, including 
high atop South Mountain. Join CHS 
for our annual holiday weekend getaway, 
this year to the town that has earned the 
nickname Christmas City, U.S.A.

 Day 1:  We arrive at the Central Mora-
vian Church in time for an organ concert 
of  favorite Advent and Christmas music 
featuring organist Rebecca Kleintop 
Owens. We’ll freshen up at our hotel, 
the Hampton Inn, before enjoying at 
Sagra Bistro a traditional turkey dinner 
with all the fixings, followed by dessert 
and coffee or tea. 

For complete information on any CHS trip, including meal choice, contact CHS Travel Chairman Lois Isaacson at Friendship Tours, (860) 243-1630 or 
(860) 236-1143. There are no refunds on the day trips, so please provide a substitute. Make checks payable to CHS, but mail them to: Friendship Tours, 
533 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are handled on a per-trip basis. Friendship Tours will 
negotiate with all suppliers of the trip components to secure the best refund. However, it is possible that there would be no refund depending on timing 
of the cancellation and nature of the components. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. Tickets to theaters/events 
are nonrefundable. Trip Protection Insurance through the National Tour Association Protection Plan is strongly recommended for overnight trips and is 
handled by the individual passenger. As per the application, preexisting conditions and default are covered only if the application is received by the NTA 
Protection Plan, postmarked within 14 days of initial deposit. Please review the NTA Protection Plan brochure carefully for details of coverage and call 
them at (800) 388-1470 if you have any questions.

u u u u u u u u u

CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a 
$10 donation requested from 
nonmembers. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, Sept. 13*

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for 
socializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light 
onto Trout Brook Drive. Proceed 
for six lights to Albany Avenue. 
Turn right on Albany Avenue and 
continue to the next light, Mohegan 
Drive. Turn left on Mohegan Drive. 
Pass two stop signs. Synagogue is 
on the right. 

Forest” (Timber Press, 2002), which 
emphasized the use of  native plants as 
a way to preserve regional landscapes. 
He is an expert in grasses, the subject 
of  several of  his books.

His photography and writing are 
included in two multi-author books 
published in 2011: “The New American 
Landscape: Leading Voices on the Fu-
ture of  Sustainable Gardening” (Timber 
Press, edited by CHS Vice President Tom 
Christopher and reviewed in the Summer 
2011 CHS Newsletter) and “Fallingwa-
ter” (Rizzoli). 

Darke has received many awards, 
including the American Horticultural 
Society’s writing award in 2004 and its 
scientific award in 1998. In 1997, he 
earned a citation from the American 
Association of  Botanical Gardens and 
Arboreta (AABGA). 

His own 1.5-acre garden in rolling 
piedmont near the Delaware border fea-
tures “locally native and adapted plants 
and regional relics.”

In his talk to CHS, Darke says he will 
draw “from an array of  evolving habitats 
and cutting-edge gardens to demonstrate 
how the cultural histories and population 
dynamics of  regional ecologies provide 
an extraordinary basis for conservation-
based design and management.”  

To learn more about Rick Darke, visit www.
rickdarke.com.

The Layered Landscape  
and the New Wild Garden  

Sept. 13* — Speaker Rick Darke, Landenberg, Pa.

When Rick Darke gazes at 
landscapes, he looks for 
ghosts. Ghosts are the pat-

terns in the land and vegetation that 
linger longer than we might imagine 
and reveal things about the ecologi-
cal and cultural history of  a place, 
he says.  

To him, such patterns are partly what 
make a landscape intriguing. “A lot of  
what I’ve known and loved about lo-
cal, happenstance landscapes has to do 
with pattern and framing, nuance and 
distance and mood, …things that imbue 
the landscape with value and wonder and 
have nothing to do with the moment of  
bloom,” he told supporters of  the High 
Line, the elevated park along New York 
City’s West Side, last year. 

Uncovering and making the most of  
such patterns can lead to the creation 
of  “livable landscapes,” he says. “All 
landscapes are layered in space and 
time, and landscapes are most livable 
and conserving when they celebrate the 
dynamic layering of  regional ecologies 
and cultures.”

The blend of  cultural geography, 
horticulture, ecology and art in Darke’s 
design and management of  landscapes 
has earned him widespread acclaim as 
a photographer, author, lecturer and 
consultant. 

He graduated from the University 
of  Delaware with a bachelor’s degree 
in plant science in 1977, and worked at 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., for 20 years. For half  of  that time he 
was curator of  plants, and his expeditions 
took him to Japan, South Africa and the 
Canary Islands, Europe, Latin America, 
and Australia and New Zealand. 

His books include “The Wild Garden: 
Expanded Edition” (Timber Press, 2009) 
and “The American Woodland Garden: 
Capturing the Spirit of  the Deciduous 

*Please note change from usual third Thursday to second Thursday.

Douglas Anderson, West Hartford

Cindy Cantin, Marlborough

Bill & Miki Dickenson, Narragansett, RI

Shelley Durocher, Vernon

Maureen Farmer, New Britain

Cheryl Lawless, Farmington

Rosemary Longo-Nutt, Colchester

Barbara Muhlfelder, Essex

Erica Pagliughi, Glastonbury

Eileen Roark, Cromwell

Ashley Saylor, Middletown

Regina Visconti, Newington

Rosemary Willett, Vernon

 Memberships: 898 
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email event listings to news@cthort.org and include relevant information, a name 
and contact information. Deadline for the October issue is Sept.10.

Tidy Up the Sunken Garden 
Share gardening tips with other Garden 
Gang volunteers as you help maintain the 
Sunken Garden at Hill-Stead Museum 
in Farmington on Wednesdays from 9 
a.m.-noon. Call Lea Anne Moran, 860-
408-9560.

Indoor Cacti & Succulents
On Thursday, Sept. 6, at noon, Matthew 
Opel of  the University of  Connecticut 
introduces the West Hartford Garden 
Club to desert plants that can be grown 
in pots indoors in New England. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Light lunch served; 
guest fee, $10. Reservations required: 
860-521-2439.

Urban Farm Party
The Connecticut chapter of  the North-
east Organic Farming Association (CT 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). The 
office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short distance 
on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

NOFA) holds a block party, including 
farm tour, accordion music and potluck 
meal, at Urban Oaks Organic Farm in 
New Britain Saturday evening, Sept. 15. 
Suggested donation, $7 and a potluck 
meal to share. Email ctnofa@ctnofa.
org or call 203-888-5146. Visit www.
ctnofa.org.

UConn Cornucopia
The 18th annual Cornucopia Fest at 
the University of  Connecticut’s College 
of  Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Route 195 and North Eagleville Road, 
Storrs, is Sunday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Activities include a pet adoption, tour of  
the compost facility, auction and master 
gardeners’ plant-problem diagnosis and 
soil testing. Free admission. Visit www.
cornucopia.uconn.edu/. 

Fall Color in the Garden 
On Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m., An-
drew Brodtman, designer and co-owner 
of  Twombly Nursery in Monroe, speaks 
to the Hardy Plant Society about his 
favorite plants for fall color. Location: 
Solomon Welles House, 220 Hartford 
Ave., Wethersfield. Suggested nonmem-
ber donation, $5. Contact Leslie Shields, 
860-747-8175 or Selchie1@comcast.net. 
Visit www.cthardyplantsociety.org. 

UConn Master Gardener Course
Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2013 Master Gardener program 
offered through the University of  Con-
necticut Cooperative Extension System. 
The 16-week certificate course meets 
once a week, January to April, and com-
bines formal classroom training with 
hands-on experience. The cost is $415; 
partial scholarships are available. Visit 
www.ladybug.uconn.edu. 

Letter from the President
Dear CHS friends:

There just aren’t enough hours in the garden at this 
time of  year: harvesting, weeding or, in my case, still 
planting. As I go about the tasks, I am thinking about 
what to do and what not to do next year. Dear Diary: 
more beans, earlier lettuces, more garlic, give up on 
bell peppers, more fragrant anything for August and 
September, take June lecturer Stephanie Cohen’s les-
sons on “fallscaping” to heart. These are the labors of  
gardening love.

This brings to mind the fact that the 125th anniversary year of  the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society is winding down, and it would be perfect to have you help with 
the labors CHS loves. Could you please “diary” where we’ve gone and “done good,” 
and where we should perhaps blaze new trails in the next 125 years?

A bright path to our future starts with your participation, not simply as the hear-
ing audience at our monthly meetings, but also as a part of  the smaller teams that 
accomplish the planning and execution of  member benefits beyond our monthly 
meeting offerings. I plan to use meeting time and newsletter space to help spark your 
interest in the society’s committees. Some of  our teams need leaders. Spend some of  
your winter “down time” with us.

It is my privilege to serve as your CHS president for the next two years. I will 
need your input to make the society even better at fulfilling its educational mission. 
Join me in our committees. Talk to me, I promise I’ll listen!

In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen.

       Nancy B.

Correction: The cover story of  the Summer CHS Newsletter contained a 
typographical error in its penultimate sentence (an errant “t” added to the end 
of  a word during editing). The sentence on page 6 should have read, “In the 
garden, we should be able to escape perfection, even though we cannot escape 
our personalities.”

It’s Spade and Trowel Time: The Fall Auction is around the Corner   
by Leslie Shields

Wthe first days of  fall (which 
I hope will be cooler than 
summer) comes the CHS 

plant auction.  
Last year, the money raised from the 

auctions and meeting raffles funded three 
scholarships of  $2,000 each to students 
at the University of  Connecticut and two 
scholarships of  $750 each to students at 
Naugatuck Valley Community College. 
We would like to do as well this year.

Achieving our goal will take some 
help from you, in the form of  donating 
plants from your garden or local nursery, 
buying plants at the event and volunteer-
ing. Join the fun on Friday, Sept. 21, at 
the Tolland County Agricultural Center 
(TAC) in Vernon (find directions at www.
cthort.org). Admission is free.

Viewing of  table plants will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., with the sale beginning 
promptly at 7 p.m. The auction will be-
gin at 7:15 p.m. The evening is sure to 
be informative, given the commentary 

of  our auctioneering experts, including 
Kevin Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nursery 
in Bloomfield, John O’Brien of  O’Brien 
Nurserymen in Granby, Adam Wheeler 
of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden 
and special guests.

When considering a plant donation, 
please be selective. The best-selling 
items are usually hard-to-find and named 
cultivars, and unusual or one-of-a-kind 
plants. Please mark your donations with 
as much information as possible (name, 
color, height, width, bloom time and 
zone). Don’t forget to ask your favorite 
nursery to donate a plant or two. Dona-
tions are tax deductible and receipts are 
available. Please provide a list of  donated 
plants, along with the donor’s name and 
address.  

Drop off  your donations early that 
evening. Plants will be accepted starting 
at 4:30 p.m. If  you would like help get-
ting your plants to the auction, please 
let us know.

Can you help with the auction? From 
4:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m., we need volun-
teers with knowledge of  perennials, 
houseplants, tropicals, shrubs or trees to 
tag donations, runners to deliver plants 
to bidders, and helpers to set up tables 
and chairs and then stow them when the 
event ends.

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call auction co-chairwomen Leslie 
Shields at 860-747-8175 or Fran Schoell 
at 860-342-0376. You can also email 
Leslie at selchie1@comcast.net or Fran 
at franschoell1935@comcast.net.  

Spring Auction Post Script
A gardener at the spring auction asked 
plantswoman Maryanne Gryboski for 
the name of  a plant from a side table. 
The plant had four-petaled, blue-violet 
flowers. At the time, she couldn’t come 
up with the name. She later found the 
identity in a book: Lunaria rediviva, the 
perennial money plant. 
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CHS Calendar at a Glance

Sept. 6 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Sept. 10 – October CHS Newsletter  
deadline

Sept. 13 – Program meeting,  Rick 
Darke, The Layered Landscape and the 
New Wild Garden (see page 3, note 
change from third Thursday)

Sept. 21 – Fall plant auction, Vernon 
(see page 11)

Sept. 22 – Education program,  
mushroom foray (see below)

Lespedeza, a Late-summer Garden Pleaser 
by Kevin Wilcox

Gardeners, as a species unto 
themselves, are always 
looking for the next best 

plant they ever saw.  And they must 
have one, or three, for their gar-
dens. As gardeners browse through 
nurseries and garden centers, they 
pick and choose new plants that 
provide better color, different tex-
ture and odd times of  flowering. 
Most die-hard, dirt-under-the-
nails gardeners will keep looking 
through the nurseries even after 
the rush of  spring planting, and 
those who do are richly rewarded, 
for they find bush clovers.

Bush clovers (Lespedeza spp.) are 
members of  the pea family (Fabaceae). 
The multistem shrubs have trifoliate 
leaves that are alternately arranged on 
their stems. Small pea-like flowers are 
produced in great abundance over three 
or four weeks in summer or early fall. 
Bush clovers begin to grow late in spring 
but make up for lost time by growing 
rapidly once they start. They come in 
various shapes and sizes, along with dif-
ferent flower and leaf  colors.

Of  the many species of  bush clovers, 
the two suitable for gardening are Les-
pedeza bicolor and L. thunbergii. Each has 
cultivars that are distinctly different from 
the other and that lend themselves to 
different uses in the garden. The shrub’s 
care and cultural requirements are rela-
tively simple, and once gardeners become 
familiar with the plant, many wonder why 
they overlooked it for so long.

Shrub bush clover
L. bicolor, or shrub bush clover, is native 
to the cold northeastern regions of  Asia. 

Celebrating 125 Years

In This Issue
Speaker program Page 3

Society personalities    Page 4

Garden-home symposium        Page 5

Fall Marketplace      Pages 6-7

Book reviews      Page 9

Traveling with CHS      Page 10

Fall plant auction   Page 11

This species grows up to 9 feet high and 
wide in the wild. In most landscapes, 
where space is more readily available, 
these shrubs spread outward equally in 
all directions, forming a fine-textured, 
half-globe-shaped mound. The ¾-inch-
long leaflets on each trifoliate leaf  have 
a shape that ranges from broadly elliptic 
to obovate, or looking somewhat like the 
top portion of  a Valentine’s heart. The 
midrib protrudes beyond the edge of  the 
leaflet, forming a tiny bristle (not sharp). 
The leaves are medium to dark green, 
and lighter green on their undersides. 
The cultivars, or cultivated varieties, of  
L. bicolor that are more readily available in 
Connecticut include the following.

‘Li’l Buddy’ is a small mound-form-
ing shrub that grows 2 feet to 3 feet high 
and 3 feet to 4 feet wide. Flowers are 
purple-pink and begin to open in July. 
This small shrub will flower intermit-
tently for three months.

‘Summer Beauty’ is a taller shrub, 
reaching 5 feet to 6 feet in height and 6 

feet to 7 feet in width, and having 
dainty white and purple flowers. 
This bicolor flower is beautiful 
when viewed up close, yet from 
a distance the color combination 
is lost. The leaves on ‘Summer 
Beauty’ are the largest of  any bush 
clover, up to 4 inches long. The 
foliage alone makes this cultivar 
desirable, with its dark green leaves 
lending a good backdrop for other, 
shorter shrubs in the landscape.

‘Yakushima’ is a ground-cover 
form of  bush clover. This dainty 
shrub grows only 12 inches to 15 
inches high and spreads 3 feet to 4 

feet wide. The small purple-pink flowers 
open sporadically from late June through 
early September.

Thunberg’s bush clover
L. thunbergii, or Thunberg’s bush clover, 
is native to Japan and Korea. In the wild 
these shrubs can grow very large, up 
to 8 feet high or more, and having an 
equal spread. In most landscapes, where 
adequate space is allowed, expect Thun-
berg’s bush clover to grow 6 feet to 7 feet  

Learn With CHS
The CHS Education Committee offers two exciting programs this fall, which are 
open to all. And don’t forget the “Garden Home in All Seasons” symposium in 
November, which the committee is hard at work on (see page 5). Download a 
registration form for the following two programs from www.cthort.org.

Mushroom Foray
Saturday, Sept. 22, 10 a.m.-noon
West Hartford/Farmington Valley area  
(to be determined)

Enjoy a fall foray into the woods to hunt for fungi. 
Marlene Snecinksi of  the Connecticut Mycological 
Society will lead the stroll at a location in West Hartford 
or the Farmington Valley to be determined closer to 
the date. She will discuss how to identify the fungi you 
find and whether a mushroom is edible. Bring a hand 
lens or magnifying glass, notebook and camera if  you 
have them. Fee: CHS members, $10; nonmembers, 
$15. Limit: 30  

Putting the Garden To Bed
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main St.  
Rocky Hill

This presentation by CHS member and garden writer, 
lecturer and coach Colleen Plimpton will include visuals 
of  the tools and equipment used to prepare the garden 
for winter. She will discuss cutting plants back, planting 
bulbs, composting, feeding birds, caring for the lawn 
and other topics. Limit 20. Fee: CHS members, $5; 
nonmembers, $10. Limit: 20 

(continued on page 8)

Lespedeza thunbergii ‘Gibraltar’   (Photo: Kevin Wilcox)
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