
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

TWENTY- THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  
Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  
we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  
we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  
First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   
As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

Please wear a mask as there are vulnerable people present. 
 

 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Elegy C. H. Parry 
  

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Minute for Mission                      Cherie Andes, from Bread for the World 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Choral Introit                        God Is Our Refuge                                            W.A. Mozart 

                                               First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       God is our refuge, our refuge and strength, 

       a very present help in trouble. 
 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   Christ chose disciples from among the common folk of the land. 

  All:   He did not choose Pharisees or Sadducees or priests. 

     One:   He knew that those who responded to his call 

  All:   would also possess the courage to bear witness to the coming kingdom. 

     One:   He knew that God would enable ordinary people to do extraordinary things. 

  All:   In times of change and turmoil, God calls us to bear witness to God’s  

                love and truth. 

     One:   God knows we are up to the task, in part, because God is with us and within us. 

      All:   Thanks be to God who empowers us and embraces us. 

     One:   Let us worship the living God. 



 

 

*Hymn No. 403 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty UNSER HERRSCHER 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

   Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what you  

       created us to be. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your  

       ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. By your loving mercy, help us to  

       live in your light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Silent prayers of personal confession may be offered. 

 

*Kyrie Eleison  

 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Gloria Patri  

 
 

The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson   Isaiah 65:17–24 (O.T., p. 696) Jerry Nathan 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 98 Carla Fisk, soprano  

 (Cantor sings the refrain once then followed by the congregation) 

 
 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, the Lord of wonderful deeds. Right hand and holy arm 

brought victory to God. God made the victory known, revealed justice to nations, 

remembered a merciful love loyal to the house of Israel. The ends of the earth have seen 

the victory of our God. (R)  

     Shout to the Lord, you earth, break into song, into praise! Sing praise to God with a 

harp, with a harp and sound of music. With sound of trumpet and horn, shout to the Lord 

our king. (R) 

     Let the sea roar with its creatures, the world and all that live there! Let rivers clap their 

hands, the hills ring out their joy! The Lord our God comes, comes to rule the earth, 

justly to rule the world, to govern the peoples aright. (R) 

                               

  

 



 

 

Anthem O Lord, Increase Our Faith                      Henry Loosemore 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       O Lord, increase our faith, 

       strengthen us and confirm us in thy true faith; 

       endue us with wisdom, charity, chastity and patience, 

       in all our adversity. 

       Sweet Jesu, say Amen.  

  

Gospel Lesson     Luke 21:5–19 (N.T., p. 85)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Do Not Be Terrified Glenn D. Leupold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 71 Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me FIRST SONG 

 
 



 

 

Prayers of the People  David Hinchen                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Ushers will pass the offering plates to each pew. There are also   

       offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan   

       the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it  

       over this box/the QR code to donate online).       

 

Offertory Velociter Exaudi Me Orazio Vecchi 

Carla Fisk, Elizabeth Diaz Sartillo, Fiona McKinney, Megan Gallucci, 

Joshua Gurwitz, Nathaniel Finke, Daniel Hoke, Thomas Monkell, soloists 

       Hear me, O Lord, and soon, for my spirit fades away. 

 

*Doxology (sung in unison) 

 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 
 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

     (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 
 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All Sing:  

 
 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All Sing: 

  
 

One: …All glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

All Sing:    

    
 

 

 



 

 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation will be served at the front of the sanctuary, coming forward by the 

center aisle and returning by the side aisles. Communion is received by taking a piece 

of bread, dipping it into the cup of grape juice, and eating. When served, the people 

may respond by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”  

Communion Variations:  

• There are gluten-free sealed communion elements for anyone who would prefer that 

option. They are in the basket and have “GF” written on them.  

 • If you prefer to receive communion in the pew, you may remain in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving others.  

• If you prefer to receive sealed communion elements instead of tearing off bread and 

dipping, you may come forward and receive one, or you may stay in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle after serving others.  
 

Communion Music  Of the Father’s Love Begotten Michael Larkin 

Carla Fisk, soprano                       

       Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,  

       he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

       of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,  

       evermore and evermore. 
 

       O ye heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; Powers,  

       dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King 

       let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring evermore and evermore. 
 

       Christ to thee with God the Father, and O holy spirit, to thee, hymn and chant and high  

       thanksgiving and unwearied praises bring: honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,  

       evermore and evermore. 

       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Lord God, even when we stray from your fold; even when we enjoy being lost and  

       apart from you; even when you call us by name and we run the other way; even in our  

       disobedience, you set a table for us. Not knowing whether we will come, you prepare a  

       meal for us. You call us to come and eat, and to know you once more.  For your love,  

       and the perfect grace this meal represents, we give you thanks. Amen 

 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 329 God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength WINCHESTER OLD 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 749 v.3     Come! Live in the Light!                                   WE ARE CALLED 

 
 

Postlude   Fanfare William Mathias 
    

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall. 
 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team F:  
Diane Cornell, Susan Haney, Lee Helsby & Harriet Seeley 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Ron Geuther & David Takor 
 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: Carol Bullard & Kendra Smith-Howard 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Kevin Fuscus 
   

Serving you on November 20 is Usher/Greeter Team G:  

Carol Bullard, Kathie Keck, Yousaf Mathias, Amy Robinson & Eric Weinhold 
 

Serving you on November 20 as offering counters: Laura Schultz & Ann Hannay 
 

Serving you on November 20 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Harriet Seeley & Marian Eaton 
 

Serving you October November 20 as Communion Servers: Eric Weinhold & Kevin Fuscus 
 

Serving you on November 20 as Audio Visual Specialist: Bruce Brynolfson 
 

 

    



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for Christian Education each Sunday 9:15–10:15 

 

Godly Play Preschool Class  

(3-year-olds thru pre-K)- 2nd floor  

The Upper Rooms  

(Kindergarten thru Grade 5)- 3rd floor  

Adult Education- Rose Room & via zoom 

12:00-2:00 Youth Fellowship  

(1st and 3rd Sundays) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

Sabbatical Share So, what did Glenn and 

Miriam do while they were on their 

sabbatical? On Friday, November 18, join us 

for a potluck supper at 6 pm. Glenn and 

Miriam will offer a complete account of their 

grand adventure at 7pm. There will be plenty 

of photos of Scotland, France, and several 

locations here in the U.S. as proof of a time 

that brought renewal to your Co-Pastors. 

Learn about the castles, cathedrals, churches, 

Neolithic sites, labyrinths, food, birds, friends 

and family that made their sabbatical a 

wonderful and meaningful experience. Sign 

up now by contacting Jamie (518-449-7332 or 

info@firstpresalbany.org) in the church 

office. There will be a zoom link made 

available for those who cannot attend in-

person. 

 

On Sunday, November 20th, at 9:15 the 

Adult Education Class will explore the ways 

in which our church can be responsive to the 

transgender/gender-expansive community. 

Owen Gilbo will lead our class time and share 

some information to help folks understand 

terminology and issues faced by the 

transgender community, as well as, facilitate a 

discussion related to First Presbyterian's 

support and embrace of the community. 

 

 
 

The Christian life is one lived in community, 

a community which strives to honor Christ's 

command to love God with our individual and 

collective hearts, minds, souls, and strength, 

and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  First 

Presbyterian is such a community.  From 

serving guests at FOCUS breakfasts to 

tutoring youth at the Wizard's Wardrobe and 

advocating for equality, we are a congregation 

that speaks the gospel truth in our community. 

Your financial support enables First 

Presbyterian to continue to be emissaries of 

Jesus Christ in a world which yearns for his 

love.  So far we have received a total of 76 

pledges, including 4 new pledges, for a total 

of $251,000.  With the support of your 

generous gifts, we may continue to be joyful 

servants of the servant God, sharing his love 

in community. If you have not yet submitted 

your pledge, it is not too late!  Pledge cards 

will be available in the rear of the sanctuary 

and may be placed in the offering boxes. 

Thank you! 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. The 

donation for FPC for November is shampoo. 

Salad Dressing is also needed for Christmas 

baskets. The deadline is 11/21. All items 

must be new and unopened. Please leave 

donations in the box in Assembly Hall. 

Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-

496-4793.
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 
 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations 

occur each Thursday through November 

(except 11/24) at 12:30pm via Zoom. Pastor 

Miriam, Certified Advanced Labyrinth 

Facilitator, leads each session, 

and our time together is 30 

minutes. This time is open to all, 

whether you’ve walked a 

labyrinth in the past or not. 

Register using the link in the weekly eblasts to 

register and receive the zoom link. Please 

have a Finger Labyrinth available - you can 

download a paper version if you don’t have 

your own using a link in the eblast or from 

Jamie in the church office. Join us! 

 

 

The Session has called the congregation to 

meet in-person the sanctuary and virtually on 

Sunday, November 20, at 11:45 following the 

10:30 am worship service for the purpose of 

acting on the recommendations of the 

Nominating Committee.  

-Glenn and Miriam Lawrence Leupold, 

Moderators of Session 

-Marian Eaton, Clerk of Session 

 

Interested in finding out more about First 

Pres? Have you been worshiping with us and 

are interested in learning about becoming a 

member? If so, please contact Pastor Miriam 

(mleupold@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-

7332). She will be zooming/meeting with 

interested people, exploring their hopes and 

dreams for where they can serve God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low/Green Medium/Yellow High */Orange 
• Stay up to date with 

COVID-19 vaccines as 

able 

• Get tested if you have 

symptoms 

• If you are at high risk for 

severe illness, talk to your 

healthcare provider about 

whether you need to wear a 

mask and take other 

precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 

vaccines as able  

Get tested if you have 

symptoms 

• Wear a mask indoors in public 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 

vaccines 

• Get tested if you have symptoms 

• Additional precautions may be 

needed for people at high risk for 

severe illness 

• Masks optional during 

worship  

• Fellowship/indoor eating 

allowed  

• Coming forward to 

communion (Pastors and 

officers remain masked 

during this time) 

• Communion will be 

offered for those who 

prefer to take communion 

in the pew  

• Social distancing in the 

pews encouraged 

• Congregational singing 

allowed 

• Choir mask optional and 

not socially distanced  

• Nursery may be open and 

mask optional for 

caretakers (Pending 

reopening) 

• Education is mask optional 

and in person (Pending 

scheduling) 

• Offering plate may be 

passed  

• May offer some 

peace/greeting or to each 

other as led by worship 

leaders;  

• Worship via Facebook 

Live is offered  

• HEPA Filtration and 

Ventilation is always 

encouraged 

• Masks required during worship 

for ages 2 and up 

• Use of a high filtration mask is 

recommended (not required) 

• Fellowship/indoor eating 

allowed  

• Social distancing in the pews 

encouraged 

• Coming forward to communion 

(Pastors and officers remain 

masked during this time) 

• Communion will be offered for 

those who prefer to take 

communion in the pew  

• Masked congregational singing 

allowed 

• Choir is reduced social distance 

and mask optional 

• Nursery may be open and mask 

required for caretakers 

(Pending reopening) 

• Education is mask optional and 

in person (Pending scheduling) 

• Offering plate may be passed  

• May offer some peace/greeting 

or to each other as led by 

worship leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live is 

offered  

• HEPA Filtration and 

Ventilation is always 

encouraged  

 

• Use of high filtration face mask 

required for ages 2 and up 

• Social distancing in the pews will be 

required  

• Choir social distancing is maximum 

allowable; choir members and 

soloist may test the morning of and 

remove their mask for the 

performance; choir rehearsal 

requires masking 

• Offering plate may be passed  

• Coming forward to communion 

(Pastors and officers remain masked 

during this time) 

• Masked congregational singing is 

allowed 

• Social distance peace/ greeting is 

required (no-contact) 

• Nursery may be open and mask 

required for caretakers (Pending 

reopening) 

• Education can be in-person, masks 

required  

• Worship via Facebook Live is 

offered  

• Food fellowship is allowed outdoors 

• Small groups may eat together when 

gathering with recommended social 

distancing 

• Non-core activities, e.g., committee 

meetings, small groups, events open 

to the public besides worship, may 

be mask optional. FPC will offer 

masks and ask for people to follow 

CDC guidance.  

• HEPA Filtration and Ventilation is 

always encouraged 

 

 

 

COVID guidelines for Worship, Education and Fellowship Times  
The guidelines First Presbyterian Church follows are determined  

by the CDC Community color-coded levels. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–472–0449 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday,         11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

Nov. 13             

 

Monday          1:00 p.m.   Covenant Small group 
                         

Tuesday           9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

                         7:00 p.m.   Session Meeting 
                          

Wednesday    10:00 a.m.  Women to Women Small Group 
                          

Thursday         7:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

                       12:30 p.m.   Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                         6:30 p.m.   General Meeting of Capital Region Poor People’s Campaign 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Friday             6:00 p.m.   Potluck & Sabbatical Share 

 

Saturday       10:00 a.m.   Albany Presbytery Meeting 

                                              

Next Sunday,  9:15 a.m.  Preschool Education  

November 20  9:15 a.m.  Children’s Education  

                         9:15 a.m.  Adult Education  

                         9:30 a.m.  Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                       10:30 a.m.  Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                       11:30 a.m.  Congregational Meeting/Fellowship Time 

                       12:00 p.m.  Youth Group 
 

       

  

                         

  
  


