
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

TWENTY- FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 30, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is RED. 

Mask wearing and social distancing is mandatory.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Chorale on “Ein Feste Burg” Johann Pachelbel 
  

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   Do you seek out the Lord in your day to day living? 

  All:   Sometimes we seek, sometimes we do not. 

     One:   Do you respond to the voice of Christ summoning you? 

  All:   Sometimes in faith we respond, sometimes in fear we  

                pretend to not hear Christ call to us. 

     One:   How do you answer Christ’s call? 

  All:   “Lord, we are not worthy of your presence,  

                we are not worthy of your call to us.” 

     One:   It is easy to forget that the call of God is a call from someone  

                who loves us deeply. 

  All:   May we trust in God’s leading us;  

                may we offer our worship as an act of gratitude. 

     One:   Let us worship the living God. 



 

 

*Hymn No. 49 The God of Abraham Praise LEONI 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

   O Lord our God, you call us to proclaim the gospel, but we remain silent in the  

       presence of evil. You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, but we are  

       content to live in separation. You call us to seek the good of all, but we fail to resist the  

       powers of oppression. You call us to fight pretensions and injustice, but we sit idly by,  

       endangering the lives of people far and near. Forgive us, O Lord. Reconcile us to you  

       by the power of your Spirit, and give us the courage and strength to be reconciled to  

       others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 

Silent prayers of personal confession may be offered. 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 



 

 

The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson   Isaiah 1:10–18 (O.T., pp. 630–631) Diane Cornell 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 32:1–7                                           (O.T., pp. 506–507)    

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Anthem Go Ye Therefore and Teach All Nations                       Carl Schalk 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

Carla Fisk & Nathaniel Finck, soloists 

       Go ye therefore and teach all nations,  

       Baptizing them in the name of the Father,   

       and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  

       teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.   

       And, lo I am with you always, even to the end of the world  

  

Gospel Lesson     Luke 19:1–10 (N.T., p. 82)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Out of Nowhere Glenn D. Leupold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky HERE I AM (SCHUTTE) 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People  Peg Schalit                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over 

       this box/the QR code to donate online).     

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 
 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

     (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         



 

 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People The congregation partakes of 

their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread and juice are accessed by 

pulling back the plastic wrap.  

 

Communion Music  Word Made Flesh att. Thomas Aquinas, alt 

                                                          Fiona McKinney, alto                      Music – Gabriel Faure 

       Word made Flesh, this bread bestowing 

       by his Word his flesh to be, 

       Though our senses fail to see. 

       Wine, his sacred Blood he makes, 

       faith alone, the true heart wakes. 

       Through this Sacrament may we 

       now behold the mystery. 

       Glory let us give, and blessing 

       to the Father and the Son, 

       While eternal ages run; 

       honor, thanks, and praise address 

       Ever too his love confess; 

       Holy Spirit, Father, Son, 

       ever three and ever one, 

       while eternal ages run. 

       Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Generous God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son,  

       Jesus Christ. May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who drink his cup,  

       bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in  

       the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the  

       whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 726 Will You Come and Follow Me KELVINGROVE 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 749 v.2          Come! Live in the Light!                                 WE ARE CALLED 

             (Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

Postlude   Fugue in G Minor “Little” J.S. Bach 
    

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall. 
 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team D:  
Don Mark, Marilyn Riddle & Phillip Riddle 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Yousaf Mathias & Laura Schultz 
 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: Roger Green & Lillie McLaughlin 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Kevin Fuscus 
   

Serving you on November 6 is Usher/Greeter Team E:  

FPC Youth 
 

Serving you on November 6 as offering counters: Leslie Cheu & David Takor 
 

Serving you on November 6 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

FPC Youth & Molly Dowell Baum 
 

Serving you October November 6 Servers: Diane Cornell & John Myers 
 

Serving you on November 6 as Audio Visual Specialist: Dwight Cheu 
 

 

    



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for Christian Education each Sunday 9:15–10:15 

 

Godly Play Preschool Class  

(3-year-olds thru pre-K)- 2nd floor  

The Upper Rooms  

(Kindergarten thru Grade 5)- 3rd floor  

Adult Education- Rose Room 

12:00-2:00 Youth Fellowship  

(1st and 3rd Sundays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Announcements 

Miriam Lawrence Leupold is away at a 

conference and will return to the church office 

on Tuesday, November 1. 
 

The Adult Education Class continues a look 

at the rise of the Presbyterian Church in 

Scotland. This class, led by Glenn Leupold, 

will use photos taken this summer during the 

sabbatical. The class will meet in the Rose 

Room (with masks) at 9:15. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us at a community 

“Trunk or Treat” Today, Sun Oct 30th 12-

2pm, at the parking lot at 249 Lark St 

(between Lancaster and Hudson). This family 

friendly event is a joint collaboration between 

First Pres—especially the youth; Trinity 

Methodist Church (our fellow FOCUS 

Church) and Emmaus Methodist Church.  
 

The committee organizing Black 

History Month will meet TODAY, Sunday, 

October 30, after the service in the Rose 

Room and via Zoom, the link is posted in 

Thursday’s eblast. All are invited to attend. 
 

Next Sunday, November 6, we will be 

celebrating All Saints Day. We will have the 

opportunity to give thanks for the lives of 

those who have died – saints in our midst and 

saints far flung – and say their names, ring a 

bell and light a candle. 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. The 

donation for FPC for November is shampoo. 

Salad Dressing is also needed for Christmas 

baskets deadline is 11/21. All items must be 

new and unopened. Please leave donations in 

the box in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call 

Susan Sneeringer at 518-496-4793. 

 

Hands-on at the Northeast Regional Food 

Pantry (Latham) 

Saturday, Nov. 5 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm, up 

to 15 volunteers from around Albany 

Presbytery will sort and organize donations.  -

A great way to learn about this vital resource.  

-A chance to meet mission-minded folks from 

sister churches.  Several spaces still remain.  

To inquire or participate, email Rev. Ted 

Wright: missions@albanypresbytery.org 
 

Finger Labyrinth Walks and Meditations 

occur each Thursday through November 

(except 11/24) at 12:30pm via 

Zoom. Pastor Miriam, 

Certified 

Advanced Labyrinth Facilitato

r, leads each session, and our 

time together is 30 minutes. his time is open 

to all, whether you’ve walked a labyrinth in 

the past or not. Register using the link in the 

weekly eblasts to register and receive the 

zoom link. Please have a 

Finger Labyrinth available - you can 

download a paper version if you don’t have 

your own using a link in the eblast or from 

Jamie in the church office. Join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sabbatical Share So, what did Glenn and Miriam do while they were on their sabbatical? Set aside 

an evening in November to find out! On Friday, November 18, join us for a potluck supper at 

6pm. Glenn and Miriam will offer a complete account of their grand adventure at 7pm. There will 

be plenty of photos of Scotland, France, and several locations here in the U.S. as proof of a time 

that brought renewal to your Co-Pastors. Learn about the castles, cathedrals, churches, Neolithic 

sites, labyrinths, food, birds, friends and family that made their sabbatical a wonderful and 

meaningful experience. Save the date now and sign up by contacting Jamie 

(info@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-7332) in the church office. There will be a zoom link made 

available for those who cannot attend in-person. 

 

 

************

 

An update about the First Pres Prayer Chain:  If you have a prayer concern or a prayer need 

that you would like to have lifted in prayer on a continuing basis, please remember the prayer 

chain. You can email a request to firstpresprayer@yahoo.com or call the church office (518-

449-7332) and your request will be forwarded. Please note: This is a new email address, with a 

new facilitator: Grace White. Thanks go out to Harriet Seeley for the work she has done 

heading up this important care group at First Pres. Information for those who are new or 

visiting: The First Pres prayer chain is a group of people that have committed to pray for the 

needs of others as they arise. These requests for prayer are separate and/or different from the 

“prayers of the people” that are wonderfully available each Sunday in worship. 

 

Another way to describe the prayer chain is to say that it consists of a group of people willing to 

“meet” with God as we mediate between God and humanity to release blessings. We are 

partners with the Almighty when we ask for those blessings according to His will. If you are not 

already a member of the prayer chain and wish to be part of this ministry, please contact Grace 

at firstpresprayer@yahoo.com. 

 

Reminders: 

• The request may remain private if you wish and not be open to the entire 

congregation.  Let us know in your email.   

• All prayers are held in confidence 

• The prayer chain also prays for those mentioned in corporate worship. 

• You will not be contacted by anyone on the Prayer Chain.  Their job is JUST TO 

PRAY!  If you have other needs from the church, contact the church office. 

• Members of the Chain love updates on what they are praying for, so send along if 

possible. 

  



 

 

 

Reformation Sunday: October 30 

40 Years of Belhar 

Forty years ago, the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (DRMC) in South Africa adopted 

Belydenis van Belhar—the Confession of Belhar—in its first reading. Belhar was an outgrowth of 

the DRMC’s effort to grapple with the church’s participation in and defense of apartheid and 

touches prominently on themes of unity, reconciliation, and justice. The DRMC adopted Belhar 

in its final form in 1986.   

Although the Confession of Belhar is inextricably connected to its South African context, its 

message extends far beyond. The PC(USA) describes Belhar as a powerful statement of belief for 

the Christian faith that, in part, bears witness to the gift of unity and the church’s obligation to it. 

Interest in Belhar grew internationally around 2006, including among reformed traditions in the 

United States, where the PC(USA) established 

the Special Committee on the Confession of 

Belhar. On the recommendation of this Special 

Committee, the 222nd General Assembly (2016) 

approved the inclusion of Belhar in the Book of 

Confessions because of the clarity of its witness 

and its capacity to serve as a model for the 

PC(USA) to “speak and act with similar clarity at 

a time when it faces division, racism, and 

injustice.” 

The Confession of Belhar is a unique voice 

among the predominantly European and North 

American confessions. It elevates the witness of 

Reformed Christians living under different 

circumstances and serves, even now, as a 

springboard to discuss its key themes of unity, 

reconciliation, and justice within a wide range of 

current issues. 

For more Reformation Sunday resources,  

visit www.history.pcusa.org/rs 

Belhar Confession: https://www.pcusa. 

org/site_media/media/uploads/ 

theologyandworship/pdfs/belhar.pdf 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Low Medium High * 
• Stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• If you are at high risk for 
severe illness, talk to your 
healthcare provider about 
whether you need to wear a 
mask and take other 
precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 
vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Wear a mask indoors in 
public 

• Stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Additional precautions may 
be needed for people at high 
risk for severe illness 

 

• Masks optional during 
worship 

• Fellowship with indoor 
eating allowed 

• Coming forward for 
communion allowed (Pastors 
and officers remain masked 
during this time) 

• Communion will be 
offered for those who prefer 
to take communion in the 
pew 

• Congregational singing 
allowed 

• Choir mask optional and 
not socially distanced 

• Nursery may be open and 
mask optional for caretakers 
(pending reopening) 

• Education is mask optional 
and in person (pending 
scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be 
passed 

• May offer some 
peace/greeting to each other 
as led by worship leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live 
is offered 

• HEPA Filtration and 
Ventilation is always 
encouraged 

• Masks required during 
worship to allow for 
congregational singing 

• Use of a high filtration mask is 
recommended (not required) 

• Fellowship with indoor eating 
allowed 

• Social distancing in the pews 
encouraged 

• Coming forward for 
communion allowed (Pastors 
and officers remain masked 
during this time) 

• Communion will be offered 
for those who prefer to take 
communion in the pew 

• Masked congregational 
singing allowed 

• Choir is reduced social 
distance and mask optional  

• Nursery may be open and 
mask required for caretakers 
(pending reopening) 

• Education is mask optional 
and in person (pending 
scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be passed 

• May offer some 
peace/greeting to each other as 
led by worship leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live is 
offered 

• HEPA Filtration and 
Ventilation is always encouraged 

• Use of high filtration face 
mask required for all and 
provided by FPC to any as 
need 

• Social distancing in the 
pews required 

• Choir social distancing is 
maximum allowable 

• Coming forward for 
communion is not allowed 

• Fellowship with indoor 
eating is not allowed 

• Masked congregational 
singing is not allowed 

• Nursery is not open 

• Education can be in-person 

• Offering plates are in the 
back 

• Worship via Facebook Live 
is offered 

 
 
 
*High may mean adjusting or 
restricting further based on the 
emergence of new variants of 
concern that behave differently 
than anticipated by the CDC 

COVID guidelines for Worship, Education and Fellowship Times  
The guidelines First Presbyterian Church follows are determined  

by the CDC Community color-coded levels. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145


 

 

 

 

Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): 

A bold vision and invitation 

 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 

 

Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invitation to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 25:31–46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community 
and the world. 

As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas 
of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor 

To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25. 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Mission 

 

Matthew  25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–472–0449 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday,         11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

Oct. 30           11:45 a.m.  Black History Month Meeting 

                       12:00 p.m.  Halloween Trunk or Treat 
 

Tuesday           9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

                       12:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting via Zoom 

                         5:30 p.m.   Outreach & Mission Committee Meeting 

                         5:30 p.m.   Property Committee Meeting 

                         5:30 p.m.   Worship Committee Meeting 

                         6:30 p.m.   Membership Committee Meeting 

                         7:30 p.m.   Christian Education Committee Meeting 

                         7:30 p.m.   Social Justice & Peacemaking Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday       5:00 p.m.  Finance Committee Meeting 

                           7:30 p.m.  Special Session Meeting 
                          

Thursday         7:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

                       12:30 p.m.   Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation 

                         7:00 p.m.   Administration Committee Meeting 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

                                              

Next Sunday,  9:15 a.m.  Preschool Education  

November 6    9:15 a.m.  Children’s Education  

                         9:15 a.m.  Adult Education  

                         9:30 a.m.  Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                       10:30 a.m.  Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                       11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

                       12:00 p.m.  Youth Group 
 

       

  

                         

  
  


