
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 23, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is RED. 

Mask wearing and social distancing is mandatory.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Adagio from Symphony No. 6  C.M. Widor 
  

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   The word has come for us from God: 

  All:   who promises to shelter us under the wings of hope and grace. 

     One:   The word has come to us from Jesus: 

  All:   who encourages us to remember the good news we have received. 

     One:   The word flows to us from the Spirit: 

  All:   who reminds us to place our hope and trust in God. 

     One:   Let us worship the triune God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 15 All Creatures of Our God and King LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

   Holy God, your truth is oftentimes hard to hear. We confess our avoidance, 

       our purposeful distractions, our prideful arrogance that keeps us from 

       hearing and responding to your Word. Although you send us messages and 

       messengers, we dismiss and disregard those who tell us we are wrong. Have 

       mercy upon us, Holy God. Open us to hearing the truth no matter how it is 

       conveyed. 

Silent prayers of personal confession may be offered. 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 
 

Presentation of Bible to Third Graders 



 

 

The Word 
 

New Testament Lesson   2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 (N.T., p. 213) Al Easton 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 84:1–7                                           (O.T., pp. 543)    

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Anthem In Thee, O Lord                 Franz Josef Haydn 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       In Thee, O Lord, have I put my trust.  

       Bow down Thine ear unto me;  

       make haste to deliver me. 

       Be Thou also my guide, O Lord.  

       Draw me out of the net the wicked  

       have thrown to ensnare me, for Thou art my God.  

       Into Thine hands I commend my spirit.  

       Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, Thou God of truth. 

  

Gospel Lesson     Luke 18:9–14 (N.T., p. 81)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 716 God’s Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

Prayers of the People  Karen Brown                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over 

       this box/the QR code to donate online).     

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 
 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

     (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People The congregation partakes of 

their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread and juice are accessed by 

pulling back the plastic wrap.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Music  The Lord’s Prayer Gwyneth Walker 

Carla Fisk, soprano                            

       Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy will be done,  

       on earth as it is in heaven, on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  

       trespass against us 

       Our Father who are in heaven... 

 

       Lord make me an instrument of your peace  

       Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

       Where there is injury, pardon; 

       Where there is anger, peace; 

       Where there is doubt, faith; 

       Where there is emptiness, hope; 

       Where there is darkness, light;  

       Where there is sadness, joy; 

 

       And lead us not into temptation, deliver us from evil, 

       For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Generous God, in this feast, you have made us one with you and with each other.    

       Enflame us with your Spirit, that we may be united in ministry in every place. Send  

       us, in your marvelous light, into the world, ready to serve others and work for peace.   

       We pray in the triune name of God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 697 Take My Life HENDON 

(Soloists and Choir Singing only) 

 
 

Time of Commitment 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Postlude   Intermezzo from Symphony No. 6 C.M. Widor 
    

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall. 
 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 
The Prayer of Confession was written by Rev.Teri McDowell Ott editor of 

the Presbyterian Outlook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team C:  
Jeff Durgee, Richard Gascoyne, Ellen Kemp, Rachel Smith & Roseline Takor 

 

 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: David Hinchen & Kevin Fuscus 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: John Myers 
   

Serving you on October 30 is Usher/Greeter Team D:  

Don Mark, Marilyn Riddle & Phillip Riddle 
 

Serving you today as offering counters: Yousaf Mathias & Laura Schultz 
 

Serving you on October 30 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Diane Cornell & Peg Schalit 
 

Serving you October 30 as Communion Servers: Carol Green & Roger Green 
 

Serving you on October 30 as Audio Visual Specialist: Kevin Fuscus 
 

 

    



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

The third graders receiving a Bible today 

are Caroline Hill, Evangeline Luisi 

and Braedon MacNaughton. 

 

The Adult Education Class continues a look 

at the rise of the Presbyterian Church in 

Scotland. This class, led by Glenn Leupold, 

will use photos taken this summer during the 

Sabbatical. The class will meet in the Rose 

Room (with masks) at 9:15. 

 

The committee organizing Black History 

Month will meet on Sunday, October 30 

after the service in the Rose Room and via 

Zoom, the link is posted the Thursday’s 

eblast. All are invited to attend.  

 

Sabbatical Share So, what did Glenn and 

Miriam do while they were on their 

sabbatical? Set aside an evening in November 

to find out! On Friday, November 18, join us 

for a potluck supper at 6pm. Glenn and 

Miriam will offer a complete account of their 

grand adventure at 7pm. There will be plenty 

of photos of Scotland, France, and several 

locations here in the U.S. as proof of a time 

that brought renewal to your Co-Pastors. 

Learn about the castles, cathedrals, churches, 

Neolithic sites, labyrinths, food, birds, friends 

and family that made their sabbatical a 

wonderful and meaningful experience. Save 

the date now and sign up by contacting 

Jamie (info@firstpresalbany.org or 518-449-

7332) in the church office. There will be a 

zoom link made available for those who 

cannot attend in-person. 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. The 

donation for FPC for October is Bar Soap. All 

items must be new and unopened. Please 

leave donations in the box in Assembly Hall. 

Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-

438-3980.   

 

Miriam Lawrence Leupold will be away this 

week at a conference and will return to the 

church office on Tuesday, November 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for Christian Education each 

Sunday 9:15–10:15 

 

Godly Play Preschool Class  

(3-year-olds thru pre-K)- 2nd floor  

The Upper Rooms  

(Kindergarten thru Grade 5)- 3rd floor  

Adult Education- Rose Room

  

 



 

 

An update about our Prayer Chain:  If you have a prayer concern or a prayer need that you 

would like to have lifted in prayer on a continuing basis, please remember the prayer chain. You 

can email a request to firstpresprayer@yahoo.com or call the church office (518-449-7332) and 

your request will be forwarded. Please note: This is a new email address, with a new facilitator: 

Grace White. Thanks go out to Harriet Seeley for the work she has done heading up this important 

care group at First Pres. 
 

Information for those who are new or visiting: The First Pres prayer chain is a group of people that 

have committed to pray for the needs of others as they arise. These requests for prayer are separate 

and/or different from the “prayers of the people” that are wonderfully available each Sunday. 
 

Another way to describe the prayer chain is to say that it consists of a group of people willing to 

“meet” with God as we mediate between God and humanity to release blessings. We are partners 

with the Almighty when we ask for those blessings according to His will. If you are not already a 

member of the prayer chain and wish to join, please contact Grace at firstpresprayer@yahoo.com. 
 

Reminders: 

• The request may remain private if you wish and not be open to the entire congregation.  Let 

us know in your email.   

• All prayers are held in confidence 

• The prayer chain also prays for those mentioned in corporate worship. 

• You will not be contacted by anyone on the Prayer Chain.  Their job is JUST TO PRAY!  If 

you have other needs from the church, contact the church office. 

• Members of the Chain love updates on what they are praying for, so send along if possible. 

************ 

Where’s the coffee and refreshments on Sunday morning? 
 

Fellowship Time after worship on Sunday mornings is an important time in the life of the church, 

especially after we have been disconnected because of COVID. A few changes have occurred over 

the past two years that affect that Fellowship Time: 

1) The flocks no longer exist (see April eblasts) so the deacons and their flocks 

are no longer responsible for Sunday morning Fellowship Time. Instead, the 

Deacon Hospitality Team is responsible for recruiting people to help with 

Fellowship Time (see summer eblasts). 

2) We no longer have a custodian who makes coffee on Sunday mornings (see 

eblasts since mid-March). 

With that in mind, the Deacon Hospitality Team is looking for volunteers who would like to be on 

two-person teams. Those two-persons teams would rotate responsibility for Fellowship Time so 

that no one is doing this more than 5 times a year (unless of course, you want to). 

 

Interested in helping with our hospitality ministry in this way? Want to find out more? Please 

contact Hospitality Team Coordinator Deacon David Hinchen (call or text 518- 489-1854 or email 

ds.hinchen@verizon.net) to sign up! 

mailto:firstpresprayer@yahoo.com
mailto:firstpresprayer@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Low Medium High * 
• Stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• If you are at high risk for 
severe illness, talk to your 
healthcare provider about 
whether you need to wear a 
mask and take other 
precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 
vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Wear a mask indoors in 
public 

• Stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines as able 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Additional precautions may 
be needed for people at high 
risk for severe illness 

 

• Masks optional during 
worship 

• Fellowship with indoor 
eating allowed 

• Coming forward for 
communion allowed (Pastors 
and officers remain masked 
during this time) 

• Communion will be 
offered for those who prefer 
to take communion in the 
pew 

• Congregational singing 
allowed 

• Choir mask optional and 
not socially distanced 

• Nursery may be open and 
mask optional for caretakers 
(pending reopening) 

• Education is mask optional 
and in person (pending 
scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be 
passed 

• May offer some 
peace/greeting to each other 
as led by worship leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live 
is offered 

• HEPA Filtration and 
Ventilation is always 
encouraged 

• Masks required during 
worship to allow for 
congregational singing 

• Use of a high filtration mask is 
recommended (not required) 

• Fellowship with indoor eating 
allowed 

• Social distancing in the pews 
encouraged 

• Coming forward for 
communion allowed (Pastors 
and officers remain masked 
during this time) 

• Communion will be offered 
for those who prefer to take 
communion in the pew 

• Masked congregational 
singing allowed 

• Choir is reduced social 
distance and mask optional  

• Nursery may be open and 
mask required for caretakers 
(pending reopening) 

• Education is mask optional 
and in person (pending 
scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be passed 

• May offer some 
peace/greeting to each other as 
led by worship leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live is 
offered 

• HEPA Filtration and 
Ventilation is always encouraged 

• Use of high filtration face 
mask required for all and 
provided by FPC to any as 
need 

• Social distancing in the 
pews required 

• Choir social distancing is 
maximum allowable 

• Coming forward for 
communion is not allowed 

• Fellowship with indoor 
eating is not allowed 

• Masked congregational 
singing is not allowed 

• Nursery is not open 

• Education can be in-person 

• Offering plates are in the 
back 

• Worship via Facebook Live 
is offered 

 
 
 
*High may mean adjusting or 
restricting further based on the 
emergence of new variants of 
concern that behave differently 
than anticipated by the CDC 

COVID guidelines for Worship, Education and Fellowship Times  
The guidelines First Presbyterian Church follows are determined  

by the CDC Community color-coded levels. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html#anchor_47145


 

 

 

 

Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): 

A bold vision and invitation 

 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 

 

Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invitation to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 25:31–46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community 
and the world. 

As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas 
of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor 

To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25. 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Mission 

 

Matthew  25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–472–0449 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday,         11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

Oct. 23            
 

Monday            1:00 p.m.   Covenant Small Group 

 

Tuesday           9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

                         6:30 p.m.   FOCUS Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday       7:00 p.m.  Dads’ Small Group 

                           8:15 p.m.  Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 

                          

Thursday         7:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

                                              

Next Sunday,  9:15 a.m.  Preschool Education  

October 30      9:15 a.m.  Children’s Education  

                         9:15 a.m.  Adult Education  

                         9:30 a.m.  Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                       10:30 a.m.  Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                       11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

                       11:45 a.m.  Black History Month Meeting 
                        12:00 p.m.  Halloween Trunk or Treat 

 

       

  

                         

  
  


