
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  
Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 
   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is YELLOW. 

Mask wearing is mandatory, and we encourage high filtration mask  

which are available at the entrances. 

We also encourage social distancing.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Voluntary in F Major, Op. 101 C.V. Stanford 
  

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Choral Introit                           Awake My Heart  William Billings 

                                               First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       Awake my heart, arise my tongue, prepare a tuneful voice; 

       In God, the life of all my joys, aloud will I rejoice. 
 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   Through our Lord Jesus Christ, God has called the church into being. 

  All:   God calls all of us to live together so that our witness to the world may be                     

                strengthened. 

     One:   God calls all of us to do those things that build up the church; that edify it. 

  All:   We are called to put the needs of the whole above our own. 

     One:   Our life’s resources need to be focused on the Kingdom of God, 

  All:   because the Kingdom of God is the greatest project ever given to humanity. 

     One:   With hope, let us worship the living God. 



 

 

*Hymn No. 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY                                        

 
                                     
*Prayer of Confession  

   Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide from  

       you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you.  We  

       have turned from our neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have  

       ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the  

       oppressed. In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we  

       may choose your will and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our  

       Savior.     

 

*Kyrie Eleison  

 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

 



 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

*Gloria Patri  

 

 

The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson   Amos 8:4–7 (O.T., p. 856) Youth 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 113 Joshua Gurwitz, tenor  

 (Cantor sings the refrain once then followed by the congregation) 

 
 

            Praise the Lord!  Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord!  Blessed  

      be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore!  (R) 

            From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the Lord is to be praised!  The Lord     

      is high above all nations, God’s glory above the heavens!  (R) 

            Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down upon the  

      heavens and the earth?  (R) 

            God raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit      

      with nobles, with the nobles of God’s people.  God gives the barren woman a home, making  

      her the joyous mother of children.  Praise the Lord!  (R) 



 

 

Anthem Treasures in Heaven          Joseph W. Clokey 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,  

       where moth and rust doth corrupt,  

       and where thieves break through and steal. 

       But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

       for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

       Ask and it shall be given to you; seek and ye shall find; 

       knock and it shall be opened unto you,  

       for everyone that asketh receiveth, and they that seeketh findeth, 

       and to they that knocketh it shall be opened. 

  

Gospel Lesson     Luke 16:1–13 (N.T., p. 79)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon What I Did This Summer    Glenn D. Leupold 
 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 306 Blest Be the Tie That Binds DENNIS   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People  Molly Dowell Baum                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Ushers will pass the offering plates to each pew. There are also   

       offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the     

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over  

      this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Offertory We Have Heard With Our Ears Herbert Howells 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       We have heard with our ears, O God, as it has been told us,  

       what thou hast done in their time of old. 

       How thou hast driven out the heathen with thy hand, and planted them in;  

       how thou hast destroyed the nations, and cast them out. 

       For they got not the land in possession through their own sword,  

       neither was it their own arm that helped them:  

       But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance,  

       because thou hadst favor unto them. 

       Thou art my Lord, O God: send help unto Jacob. 

       Through thee will we overthrow our enemies:  

       and in thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

       For I will not trust in my bow, it is not my sword that shall help me 

       but it is thou hast savest us from our enemies, and puttest them to confusion that hate us. 

       We make boast of our God all day long and will praise thy name for ever. Alleluia. 

 

*Doxology (sung in unison) 

 
 

Prayer of Dedication 



 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the sung responses) 

 

One: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

All Sing:  

 
 

One: …in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

All Sing: 

  
 

One: …All glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

All Sing:    

 
 

 



 

 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation will be served at the front of the sanctuary, coming forward by the 

center aisle and returning by the side aisles. Communion is received by taking a piece of 

bread, dipping it into the cup of grape juice, and eating. When served, the people may 

respond by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”  

Communion Variations:  

 

• There are gluten-free communion wafers individually sealed in plastic envelopes for 

anyone who would prefer that option. They are on the plates beside the pita pieces 

which the server holds.  

 • If you prefer to receive communion in the pew, you may remain in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle at the end.  

• If you prefer to receive sealed communion elements instead of tearing off break and 

dipping, you may come forward and receive one, or you may stay in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle at the end.  

 

Communion Music  Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth Mendelssohn’s Elijah 

 Joshua Gurwitz, tenor                                  

       Then shall the righteous shine forth  

       as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm. 

       Joy on their head shall be for everlasting,  

       and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away for ever. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       Lord God, we give you thanks for feeding us in this sacrament.   Be with us as we live  

       our lives as those who carry you in our hearts and minds.  Be with us as we live as  

       those who have been brought into community.  Be with us as we lead people out from  

       the margins and into your love.  Be with us as we depart with the sweet taste of  

       salvation still on our lips. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 516 For the Bread Which You Have Broken KINGDOM 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 749 v.3        Come! Live in the Light!                                     WE ARE CALLED 

 



 

 

Postlude   Fanfare Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens 
    

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall. 
 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team E:  
Youth of FPC 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Ron Geuther & Owen Gilbo  
 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: Stephanie Ragone & Chas Kite 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Bruce Brynolfson 
   

Serving you on September 25 is Usher/Greeter Team F:  

Diane Cornell, Susan Haney, Lee Helsby, Harriet Seeley & Cynthia Winter 
 

Serving you on September 25 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Ann Hannay & Kate Pruzek 
 

Serving you on September 25 as offering counters: Ann Hannay & Laura Schultz  
 

Serving you September 25 as Communion Servers: Owen Gilbo & Betsy Hadden 
 

Serving you on September 25 as Audio Visual Specialist: John Myers 
 

 

    



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Christian Education each Sunday 9:15–10:15  

Godly Play Preschool Class (3 year olds thru pre-K) 

The Upper Rooms (Kindergarten thru Grade 5) 

Adult Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legacy Giving Lunch and Learn 

All are welcome! 

 

Carrying the Light Forward – Do you care about the long-term vitality of First 

Presbyterian Church? Do you want to learn how to help carry the light of FPC 

forward so that we can continue to teach our young people, reach into our 

communities with caring support, and preach the gospel of Christ for years to come? 

If so, please join us for a fun (really--promise!) “Lunch and Learn” immediately 

following worship on Sunday, September 25, presented by the Legacy Giving 

Subcommittee. We’ll enjoy some great piano music by our own Michael Lister, 

delicious light luncheon fare (with really good brownies for dessert), and a door 

prize raffle with some great prizes. 
 

For the “learn” part of the event, we will hear from the Rev. Rose Niles of the 

Presbyterian Foundation and a couple congregation members who have chosen to 

leave a legacy gift to FPC. This is a short presentation meant as an introduction to 

legacy giving and how it works. It is NOT a high-pressure event, and we expect that 

it will last about 1 hour and 15 minutes. 

And, if you need more tempting, here are the door prizes for the raffle:  

• Two (2) tickets to the Chris Botti concert at The Troy Savings Bank Music 

Hall, 

• A beautiful photographic print created by our own Ray Henrikson,  

• A two-pound chocolate basket from Krause’s, and  

• A $200 gift certificate to Josie’s Table in Stuyvesant Plaza! 
 

Although no RSVP is required, the committee would appreciate it if you could sign 

up on the sign-up sheet in Assembly Hall. That helps us know how many brownies 

to make! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

Looking for some Fellowship Time? Join 

other First Pres members at a safe gathering! 

If you’re interested in hosting 

a porch, patio or deck time at your home, 

please contact the Jamie in the church office 

(518-449-7332 or info@firstpresalbany.org)   

with details. 

 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. 

The donation for FPC for September is 

toothpaste. All items must be new and 

unopened. Please leave donations in the box 

in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan 

Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   

 

Once again, the Wizard’s Wardrobe – our 

free, one-on-one, after school tutoring 

program – is looking for tutors who are 

willing to commit one or two days a week to 

working with an individual student on 

reading, writing and problem-solving skills.  

 

Our second day of training this year will 

be on Sept. 24, from 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM. 
 

• Day one concentrates on how racism 

and poverty affect our students.  

• Day two looks at brain development, 

ACEs, the 5 components of reading, 

writing, and lesson planning.  
 

If interested, please contact Debbie 

Fagans, Program Director, at 518-776-

0664 or edfagans@mac.com. 

 

The Outreach and Mission Committee is 

looking for several individuals to join our 6 

on 6 dialogue team that will be meeting with 

representatives from the Walls Temple 

AME Zion congregation. Meetings will be 

held monthly to foster understanding, 

cooperation, and mutual ministry support. 

For further information, please contact 

Debra or Eric Fagans (edfagans@mac.com). 

Pastor Alphonso Meadows of Walls Temple 

has led worship at First Presbyterian as part 

of our Black History Month observance and 

participated in our Advent Carol sing-alongs 

sponsored by the Adult Fellowship. 

 

On October 3rd at 7pm, The Wizard’s 

Wardrobe will hold its Annual Readers 

Theatre at Cap Rep. The readers this year 

will include Alice Green and Paul Grondahl, 

along with the Children at the Well and 

others. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 

for students. Tickets can be purchased at the 

door or online through the website 

(wizardswardrobe.org), under “Latest 

News.” The theme for presentations this 

year is “Hope for Changing Times.” Casey 

Seiler, Editor of the Times Union, will serve 

as Master of Ceremonies. Our new chief 

operating officer, Diane Brown, will have a 

few words, also.

mailto:edfagans@mac.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, talk to your healthcare 
provider about whether you need to wear a mask and take other 
precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines as able 
• Get tested if you have symptoms 

• Masks required during worship to allow for congregational singing 

• Use of a high filtration mask is recommended (not required) 

• Fellowship with indoor eating allowed 

• Social distancing in the pews encouraged 

• Coming forward for communion allowed (Pastors and officers                                                                     
            remain masked during this time) 

• Communion will be offered for those who prefer to take   
            communion in the pew 

• Masked congregational singing allowed 

• Choir is reduced social distance and mask optional  

• Nursery may be open and mask required for caretakers (pending  
            reopening) 

• Education is mask optional and in person (pending scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be passed 

• May offer some peace/greeting to each other as led by worship  
            leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live is offered 

• HEPA Filtration and Ventilation is always encouraged 

• Outside groups are allowed to meet with optional masking and  
            social distancing  

• Wind instruments allowed; required that the musician take a rapid        
            antigen test prior (FPC will provide)  

• Consider using testing for other high-risk events  
• Encourage outdoor events 

COVID guidelines for 
Worship, Education and Fellowship Times 

The guidelines First Presbyterian Church follows are determined 
by the CDC Community color-coded levels. 

 
Our community is level yellow, 

and here are the guidelines. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

 



 

 

 

 

Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): 

A bold vision and invitation 

 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 

 

Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invitation to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 25:31–46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community 
and the world. 

As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas 
of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor 

To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25. 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Mission 

 

Matthew  25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday, 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

September 18          

 

Tuesday           9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

                         7:00 p.m.   Session Meeting 

 

Wednesday    10:00 a.m.  Women to Women Small Group Meeting 

 

Thursday        7:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

                         6:00 p.m.   Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

                         7:15 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

                      

Next Sunday,  9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

September 25  9:15 a.m. Preschool Education  

                          9:15 a.m. Children’s Education 

                          9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                        10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                        11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

                        11:30 a.m.  Legacy Giving Lunch 

 

       

  

                         

  
  


