
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
9:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  
Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 
   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is YELLOW. 

Mask wearing is mandatory, and we encourage high filtration mask  

which are available at the entrances. 

We also encourage social distancing.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Adagio from Symphony No. 5 C.M. Widor 
  

Welcome & Announcements   

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Choral Introit                    This is the Day Which the Lord Hath Made  Lanson Demming 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       This is the day which the Lord hath made. 

       We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God”.  

                They are corrupt and do abominable deeds. 

  All:   The Lord looks down from heaven on humankind to see if there are  

                any who are wise. 

     One:   God is present in the company of the righteous.  

                Evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, but the Lord is their refuge. 

  All:   We only find our salvation in God. Only in God we can be restored,  

                and we can rejoice and be glad. Let’s praise the Lord for his infinite mercy.  



 

 

*Hymn No. 4 Holy God, We Praise Your Name GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH                                         

 
                                     
*Prayer of Confession  

   Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost  

       sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have  

       offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to  

       have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord,  

       have mercy upon us. Forgive those who confess their faults. Restore those who are  

       penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

       And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life  

       to the glory of your holy name.    

 

*Kyrie Eleison No. 551                       O Lord, Have Mercy                                          LAND OF REST 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

       The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into the world to  

       save sinners. Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. To the God of ages,  

       immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

*Gloria Patri No. 582                                        Glory to God,                               GLORY TO GOD (Vasile) 

     Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Word 
 

New Testament Lesson   1 Timothy 1:12–17 (N.T., p. 208) Lillie McLaughlin 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51:1–11 Fiona McKinney, alto  

 (Cantor sings the refrain once then followed by the congregation) 

 
 

 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving kindness; in your great 

compassion blot out my offenses.  Wash me through and through from my wickedness 

and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 

me.  Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. And so you are 

justified when you speak and upright in your judgment.  Indeed, I have been wicked from 

my birth, a sinner from my mother’s womb. (R) 

  For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand wisdom 

secretly.  Purge me from my sin and I shall be pure; wash me and I shall be clean indeed.  

Make me hear of joy and gladness, and the body you have broken may rejoice.  Hide 

your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from your presence and take not 

your Holy Spirit from me. (R) 

 

Anthem How Good and Pleasant          Michael John Trotta 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       Behold, how good, behold, how wonderful, behold,  

       how pleasant to dwell in harmony, together all as one. 

       From one God made all nations to live on all the earth.  

       In one we move and have our being,  

       we move and have our life, our strength. 

  

Gospel Lesson     Luke 15:1–10 (N.T., p. 78)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Unus pro omnibus, omnes pro uno   Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos 
 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 466 Come and Fill our Hearts CONFITEMINI DOMINO   

 
 

Prayers of the People  Fiona McKinney                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Ushers will pass the offering plates to each pew. There are also   

       offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the     

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over  

      this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Offertory Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether Harold W. Friedel 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; 

       for when humbly, in thy name, 

       two or three are met together, 

       thou art in the midst of them: 

       Alleluia! Alleluia!  

       touch we now thy garment’s hem. 

 

       As the faithful used to gather 

       in the name of Christ to sup, 

       then with thanks to God the father 

       break the bread and bless the cup, 

       Alleluia! Alleluia!  

       so knit thou our friendship up. 



 

 

       All our meals and all our living 

       make as sacraments of thee, 

       that by caring, helping, giving, 

       we may true disciples be. 

       Alleluia! Alleluia!  

       we will serve thee faithfully. 

 

*Doxology (sung in unison) 

 
 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the sung responses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

One: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

All Sing:  

 
 

One: …in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

All Sing: 

  
 

One: …All glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

All Sing:    

 
 

 

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation will be served at the front of the sanctuary, coming forward by the 

center aisle and returning by the side aisles. Communion is received by taking a piece of 

bread, dipping it into the cup of grape juice, and eating. When served, the people may 

respond by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”  

Communion Variations:  



 

 

• There are gluten-free communion wafers individually sealed in plastic envelopes for 

anyone who would prefer that option. They are on the plates beside the pita pieces 

which the server holds.  

 • If you prefer to receive communion in the pew, you may remain in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle at the end.  

• If you prefer to receive sealed communion elements instead of tearing off break and 

dipping, you may come forward and receive one, or you may stay in your seat and 

signal a server when they come down the aisle at the end.  

 

Communion Music  O Love That Will Not Let Me Go George Matheson 

                                                          Fiona McKinney, alto                                 John Ness Beck 

       O Love that will not let me go, 

       I rest my weary soul in Thee. 

       I give Thee back the life I owe, 

       That in Thine ocean depths its flow 

       May richer, fuller be. 

       O joy that seekest me through pain, 

       I cannot close my heart to Thee; 

       I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

       And feel the promise is not vain, 

       That morn shall tearless be. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

       We give you thanks and praise your name, Good Shepherd, 

       because you insist on searching for us when we get lost. 

       You seek us out like the woman who lost her coin, 

       with intentionality, insistence, and dedication. 

       Help your people to be faithful 

       and to be transformed by your mercy given with love each day. 

       To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever   

       and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 

*Hymn No. 295 Go to the World! SINE NOMINE 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 288             Spirit of the Living God                                      LIVING GOD 

 



 

 

Postlude   Allegro assai vivace from Organ Sonata No. 1 Felix Mendelssohn 
    

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude.  

Please join us for Welcome Home Picnic in the parking lot.  
 

For your convenience and as an aid to your worship experience, large print bulletins, Bibles, 

and hymnals are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

We ask that you return these worship aids to the table at the close of worship.  
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team D:  
David Chapin, Don Mark, Marilyn Riddle & Phillip Riddle 

 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: Kendra Smith-Howard 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Dwight Cheu 
   

Serving you on September 18 is Usher/Greeter Team E:  

Youth 
 

Serving you on September 18 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Youth & Molly Dowell Baum 
 

Serving you on September 18 as offering counters: Ron Geuther & Owen Gilbo  
 

Serving you September 18 as Communion Servers: Stephanie Ragone & Chas Kite 
 

Serving you on September 18 as Audio Visual Specialist: Bruce Brynolfson 
 

 

    



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

We welcome back to our pulpit this 

morning the Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos 

(él/he/him) who serves the Executive 

Director/CEO of the Schenectady 

Community Ministries, a half-century-old 

collaborative of faith communities in the 

greater Schenectady, NY area seeking to 

address the social, financial and political 

injustices that emanate from and perpetuate 

systemic poverty. 
 

Before his call to social NGO/not-for-profit 

leadership, Amaury served as pastor of 

congregations in urban contexts of New 

York and New Jersey. He also served in 

higher theological education as program 

director in the areas of multicultural 

ministry, faith and public life, and Latina/o 

leadership formation, and as staff in regional 

church ministry. His journey in religious 

vocation, community engagement, and 

urban life began in his native Puerto Rico 

(the traditional land of the Borikén Taíno). 
 

Amaury lives in the Capital Region of New 

York State (the traditional land of the 

Mohican people), and is the spouse of First 

Pres member Jeannette, and the parent to 

Aiden Paul and Sebastián Mikel. 
 

Looking for some Fellowship Time? Join 

other First Pres members at a safe gathering! 

If you’re interested in hosting 

a porch, patio or deck time at your home, 

please contact the Jamie in the church office 

(518-449-7332 or info@firstpresalbany.org)   

with details. 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. 

The donation for FPC for September is 

toothpaste. All items must be new and 

unopened. Please leave donations in the box 

in Assembly Hall. Questions?  Call Susan 

Sneeringer at 518-438-3980.   
 

Once again, the Wizard’s Wardrobe – our 

free, one-on-one, after school tutoring 

program – is looking for tutors who are 

willing to commit one or two days a week to 

working with an individual student on 

reading, writing and problem-solving skills.  
 

Our first 2-day training this year will be 

on Sept. 17 & 24, from 9:00 AM – 3:30 

PM. 
 

• Day one concentrates on how racism 

and poverty affect our students.  

• Day two looks at brain development, 

ACEs, the 5 components of reading, 

writing, and lesson planning.  

 

If interested, please contact Debbie 

Fagans, Program Director, at 518-776-

0664 or edfagans@mac.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sicm.us/
https://www.sicm.us/


 

 

Announcements 
 

 

On Monday, September 12, at 12pm we 

are mourning but we will not be silent in our 

grief. Over two years, a million people in the 

US lost their lives to a foreseeable 

pandemic—the impacts of which fell most 

harshly on those already struggling with 

poverty, systemic racism, and the social 

evils of our country. 
 

How many lives could have been saved if 

politicians had not blocked universal 

healthcare from becoming a reality? How 

many family members would still be with us 

if our policy guaranteed access to housing 

and dignified work that kept people safe? 
 

At the June 18th Moral Assembly, Rev. Dr. 

William Barber II called on marchers to stop 

this “policy murder”, this state violence 

stemming from the abandonment of the 

poor. 
 

In this spirit, the New York Poor People’s 

Campaign is organizing Moral Monday: A 

Memorial and Call to Action in Albany on 

Monday, September 12 at noon. This event 

is part of the Nonviolent Medicaid Army 

Week of Action. 
  

The first hour will be the memorial and call 

to action, with time after to break bread and 

talk with our fellow mourners. We are 

calling on faith leaders and faith 

communities in particular to lift their 

prophetic voices with us but all are 

welcome to attend. 
 

 

By registering to attend, you’ll receive email 

updates and an opportunity to let the 

planners know if there is a person you'd like 

to memorialize during the event. 

Please see Thursday’s eblast for link. 

 

The Outreach and Mission Committee is 

looking for several individuals to join our 6 

on 6 dialogue team that will be meeting with 

representatives from the Walls Temple 

AME Zion congregation. Meetings will be 

held monthly to foster understanding, 

cooperation, and mutual ministry support. 

For further information, please contact 

Debra or Eric Fagans (edfagans@mac.com). 

Pastor Alphonso Meadows of Walls Temple 

has led worship at First Presbyterian as part 

of our Black History Month observance and 

participated in our Advent Carol sing-alongs 

sponsored by the Adult Fellowship. 

 

On October 3rd at 7pm, The Wizard’s 

Wardrobe will hold its Annual Readers 

Theatre at Cap Rep. The readers this year 

will include Alice Green and Paul Grondahl, 

along with the Children at the Well and 

others. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 

for students. Tickets can be purchased at the 

door or online through the website 

(https://wizardswardrobe.org), under "Latest 

News.” The theme for presentations this 

year is “Hope for Changing Times.” Casey 

Seiler, Editor of the Times Union, will serve 

as Master of Ceremonies. Our new chief 

operating officer, Diane Brown, will have a 

few words, also



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, talk to your healthcare 
provider about whether you need to wear a mask and take other 
precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines as able 
• Get tested if you have symptoms 

• Masks required during worship to allow for congregational singing 

• Use of a high filtration mask is recommended (not required) 

• Fellowship with indoor eating allowed 

• Social distancing in the pews encouraged 

• Coming forward for communion allowed (Pastors and officers                                                                     
            remain masked during this time) 

• Communion will be offered for those who prefer to take   
            communion in the pew 

• Masked congregational singing allowed 

• Choir is reduced social distance and mask optional  

• Nursery may be open and mask required for caretakers (pending  
            reopening) 

• Education is mask optional and in person (pending scheduling) 

• Offering plates may be passed 

• May offer some peace/greeting to each other as led by worship  
            leaders 

• Worship via Facebook Live is offered 

• HEPA Filtration and Ventilation is always encouraged 

• Outside groups are allowed to meet with optional masking and  
            social distancing  

• Wind instruments allowed; required that the musician take a rapid        
            antigen test prior (FPC will provide)  

• Consider using testing for other high-risk events  
• Encourage outdoor events 

COVID guidelines for 
Worship, Education and Fellowship Times 

The guidelines First Presbyterian Church follows are determined 
by the CDC Community color-coded levels. 

 
Our community is level yellow, 

and here are the guidelines. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Welcome Home Picnic 

September 11          

 

Monday         12:00 p.m.   Moral Monday 

                         1:00 p.m.   Covenant Group 

 

Tuesday           9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

                         6:30 p.m.   Anti-Racism Task Force 

 

Thursday        6:00 p.m.   Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

                         6:30 p.m.   General Meeting of Capital Region Poor People’s Campaign 

                         7:15 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

                      

Next Sunday,  9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

September 18  9:15 a.m. Preschool Education  

                          9:15 a.m. Children’s Education 

                          9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                        10:30 a.m. Worship Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                        11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

 

       

  

                         

  
  


