
 

 

 

 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

November 14, 2021 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, NY 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor   

    The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 
 

Prelude                                Adagio Molto from Organ Sonata No. 3      Alexandre Guilmant 

 

Welcome & Announcements  

 

Ringing of the Bell 

   

*Call to Worship  

 One: Early in the morning, our thoughts turn toward God. 

  All: Our spirits long for God, as a deer longs for water. 

               We cry out for some evidence of God’s presence. 

 One:  God seldom comes as earthquake, wind or fire. 

               Rather, in moments of sheer silence, God is revealed. 

  All:  We come in quiet expectation to this holy place. 

               We approach God, hungering to be fed. 

     One:  All are welcome here as siblings in Christ. 

               Here is a place to find healing and promise.   

  All:  Our hope is in God, who gives us life and identity. 

               Our help is from God, who is in covenant with us. 

 One:  Come, let us worship God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 653                      Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries           MORNING SONG 

                                                                                        (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

       Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

       deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved  

       you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors  

       as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,  

       and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  

       ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Word  

 

Psalm 13                                               (O.T., p. 494–495)                            Richard Gascoyne 

       One: The word of the Lord           

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                                       Out of the Deep from Requiem                                       John Rutter                                                                                                                           

                                                  Andre O’Neil, cello                                  

       Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice. 

       O let thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint. 

 

       If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss? 

       O Lord, who may abide it? 

 

       For there is mercy with thee, therefore shalt thou be feared. 

       I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him; in God’s word is my trust. 

 

       My soil fleeth unto the Lord before the morning watch, 

       I say, before the morning watch. 

 

       O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, 

       and with the Lord is plenteous redemption. 

       And God shall redeem Israel from all its sins. 

 

Psalm 88                                                    (O.T., p. 545)           

       One: The word of the Lord   

        All: Thanks be to God. 
   

Sermon                                        Lament                         Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget us forever? 

How long will you hide your face from us? 

For… 

we cry to you, O God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 777                                   How Long, O Lord                             HOW LONG, O LORD 

                                                                                  (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

Prayers of the People   

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You make   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave. You  

       may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

       hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.107.20/tmb.275.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/qr-code-150x150.png


 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving)  
 

Invitation 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with these spoken responses) 

 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The 

bread is under plastic wrap on the top. The juice is in the cup and reached by pulling 

back the plastic wrap.  
 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

Communion Music  They That Mourn Kirke Mechem 

  Carla Fisk, Fiona McKinney,  

                                              Joshua Gurwitz, Henry Burke, soloists  

       Blessed are they that mourn, they shall have comfort. 

       Refrain thy voice from weeping, I will comfort you. Amen 

 

Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

        Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  

       You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for your service. Help us who  

       have shared Christ’s body and received his cup, to be his faithful disciples so that our  

       daily living may be part of the life in your kingdom, and our love be your love  

       reaching out into the life of the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Sending  
 

*Hymn No. 686                                   God of Our Life                                            SANDON 

                                                                                (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

 



 

 

*Closing Responses (from Psalm 46) 

 One:  God is our stronghold;  

               God will help at the break of day:  

  All:  God will help at the break of day.  

 One:  God is our refuge and strength,  

               ready to help whenever we are in trouble:  

  All:  God will help at the break of day.  

     One:  We will not fear, even if the earth shakes,  

               and the mountains topple into the sea:   

  All:  God will help at the break of day.  

 One:  Come now and look at the works of the Lord,  

               the awesome things the Lord has done on earth:  

      All:  God will help at the break of day.  

 One:  Be still and know that I am God;  

               I will be exalted among the nations;  

               I will be exalted in the earth:  

  All:  God will help at the break of day.  

     One:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   

  All:  The Lord is with us, God is our stronghold;  

               God will help at the break of day. 

 

*Benediction  
  

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.  
  

*Responsive Hymn No. 288               Spirit of the Living God                                         LIVING GOD

                                                           (Only Soloists Singing) 

 
 

 



 

 

Postlude                                                    Choral Song          Samuel Wesley 

 

We ask that everyone leave the building following the ushers instructions. 

Please join us on Willett Street for Fellowship Time, weather permitting. 

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team A: 

Joanne Gascoyne, Richard Gascoyne, David Hannay, Ann Hannay, 

Amy Jenal & Kathie Keck 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Bruce Brynolfson & Owen Gilbo 

 

Serving you on November 21 is Usher/Greeter Team B: 

Susanne Freeman, Kate Pruzek, Bob Stevens,  

Linda Stevens & Alison Stonebly 

 

Serving you on November 21 as Scripture Readers are: 

Carol Bullard 

 

Serving you as offering counters on November 21:   

Yousaf Mathias & Laura Schultz 



 

 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We hope to provide care 

in the near future as guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington 

Park. There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just 

west of Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 
 

 

In-person worship reminder with COVID-19 case numbers going up again locally, it's 

especially important to follow the direction from Session that social distancing be maintained 

during in-person worship. This means maintaining at least a 6-foot distance between people in 

the pews, unless they live in the same household. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Education Schedule 

9:00–9:45 Adult Education via zoom 

9:00–9:45 Virtual Youth Group via zoom 

9:15–9:45 Sunday School for Kindergarten through Grade 5 via zoom 

The zoom links are available in the Thursday eblast(email). 

Contact info@firstpresalbany.org to be added to the eblast list. 

 
 

 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 

mailto:info@firstpresalbany.org


 

 

Announcements 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many thanks to all who filled out a financial pledge card 

for 2022 in worship or sent it to the church. 

If you have not done so, we hope you will do so soon. 

If you didn’t receive a pledge card OR cannot find your card, 

please contact the church office at infor@firstpresalbany.org  

for one you can fill out and  surface mail to the address listed. 

Another option is to go onto our website https://firstpresalbany.org/pledge  

and fill out a pledge card online. 

  

************ 

The Session has called the congregation to meet in-person in the sanctuary and 

virtually on zoom today, at 11:45 following the 10:30 am worship service for the 

purpose of acting on the recommendations of the Nominating Committee. 

-Glenn and Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Moderators of Session 

-Mary Rogers, Clerk of Session 

 

************ 

 

Every year at this time, until last year, we have hosted a sale by Mayan Hands in our 

Assembly Hall. They bring wonderful handcrafted fair-trade crafts and gifts.  Such 

sales are a lifeline for artisans in Guatemala, even more so now that they are facing 

many limitations because of Covid 19 and find it difficult to provide for their families. 

With our purchases we have helped them transcend extreme poverty, gain a voice in 

their communities, protect their environment and continue living within the cultural 

traditions they cherish. Because they are earning a fair return for their work, their 

children can attend school and will have a brighter future. 

Unfortunately, we again can’t have a sale in person this year. In lieu of a holiday sale 

at the church, please consider going their website www.mayanhands.org where you 

can find everything you have seen in previous years and more, and buy gifts for your 

family and loved ones. Through your fair trade purchases you will continue partnering 

with these hardworking and talented women, help them to feed their families and 

bring dignity and hope to their communities. Mayan Hands will ship the items to you 

or to your loved ones. You can include a gift message if you’d like. 

https://firstpresalbany.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb3f284ddc86841cbd7822bec&id=5c13b3f04d&e=d638cc9d28
https://firstpresalbany.org/pledge
https://firstpresalbany.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb3f284ddc86841cbd7822bec&id=1356d659bd&e=d638cc9d28


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                                       Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director 

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                                         Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                     

                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                           Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

Tuesday, 11/16   9:00am   Men’s Bible Study via zoom 

                             7:00pm   Session Meeting 

                              

Wednes., 11/17 10:00am   Women to Women Small Group 

 

 Thurs., 11/18     7:00am   Men’s Bible Study (Rose Room) 

                            7:15pm   Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, 11/21    9:00am   Adult Education via Zoom 

                            9:00am   Youth Group Via Zoom 

                            9:15am   Children’s Education via Zoom 

                            9:15am   Soloist Rehearsal 

                          10:30am   In-Person Worship Service and 

                                           Live Streaming Worship Service on Facebook 

                          11:30am   Willett St Fellowship Time  

                            5:00pm   High School Youth Group 
 

 


