
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 12, 2021 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, NY 
 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor   

    The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 
  

Prelude                                                       Elegy                          George Thalben-Ball 

 

Welcome & Announcements  

   

*Call to Worship  

     One: We are not our own: 

  All: so, neither our will nor our wisdom 

               should get in the way of God’s hopes for us. 

 One:  We are not on our own: 

  All: so, we should not choose what is easiest 

               or the most gratifying way to live. 

     One: We are not our own, we are God’s:  

      All: so, let us choose to live for God, 

               and serve all of God’s children. 

     One:  We are not on our own, 

               as we walk the streets of God’s kingdom: 

      All: so, as far as is possible, we will forget ourselves 

               and follow Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 26                                     Earth and All Stars!                    EARTH AND ALL STARS 

                                                                                    (Only Soloist Singing) 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession  

       Spring of Wisdom, we confess that we have not denied ourselves and followed. We    

       turn our backs on your outstretched hands of grace, and stumble into the arms of  

       the world. We speak poisonous gossip about others, rather than tell of their glory as  

       your child. We fire off words that find no rest until they pierce another's heart.   

       Forgive us, Rock and Redeemer. Give us speech which flows like cool water through  

       another's parched spirit; give us silence with which to witness your wonders; give us  

       words to proclaim Jesus is the Christ, our Lord and our Savior, the One who leads  

       us to life. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

       One: With gentleness, God speaks to us; 

                 with graciousness, God forgives us; 

                 with joy, God embraces us. 

        All:  With our lips, we praise God; 

                 with our words, we thank God; 

                 with our silence, we find God in our hearts.  

                 Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Reaffirmation of Faith  

 

      Questions to Arthur Iyok  

 

      Profession of Faith 

       One: With the whole church, let us confess our faith 

   Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

         All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven  

   and earth. 

        One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

         All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was   

                conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  

                buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose        

  again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  

                of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the  

                dead. 

        One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

         All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

   communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

   of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

      Prayer 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks, Bags, Briefcases and Masks 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Word  

 

Gospel Lesson                             Mark 8:27–38 (N.T., pp. 43–44)                     Roger Green 

       One: The gospel of the Lord           

        All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Psalm 19                   Carol Bullard 

       One: The word of the Lord   

        All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Old Testament Lesson             Proverbs 1:20–33 (O.T., pp. 584–585)           

       One: The word of the Lord   

        All: Thanks be to God. 
   

Sermon                                   Wisdom                      Miriam Lawrence Leupold 

 

Our Response 
 

Anthem                              Because of You                              Shirona (Ki Eleicha)

                                                 Fiona McKinney, alto           arr. Charles D. Osborn 

       I would sing you the sweetest of songs, weave you tapestries of rhyme, because for  

       you my soul yearns. To know your sheltering hand, to grasp your deepest mysteries –  

       in these my soul delights. The moment I speak of your glory, your love overpowers my   

       heart. Your name I shall honor with loving songs. 

 

Prayers of the People   

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You make   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave. You  

       may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or  

       scan the QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and 

      hold it over this box/the QR code to donate online).   

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.107.20/tmb.275.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/qr-code-150x150.png


 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving)  
 

Communion  

  Invitation to the Lord’s Supper  

                  All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship    

                 in the church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of  

                 thanksgiving. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

  Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People    

  Prayer after Communion         

 

The Sending  
 

*Hymn No. 174                      Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom                        MADELEINE 

                                                                                  (Only Soloist Singing) 

 
 

*Benediction  
  

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.  
  



 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 748            Go with Us, Lord                                            TALLIS’ CANON

                       (Only Soloist Singing) 

 
 

Postlude                                                    Allegro in G               C.V. Stanford 

  

 

We ask that everyone leave the building following the ushers instructions. 

Please join us in the parking lot for Fellowship Time, weather permitting. 

 
The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team F: 

Bill Clark, Diane Cornell, Dee Dee Edwards, Susan Haney, 

Lee Helsby, Harriet Seeley & Cynthia Winter 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: Bruce Brynolfson & Leslie Cheu 

 

Serving you on September 19 is Usher/Greeter Team G: 

Carol Bullard, Paloma Luisi, Tony Luisi, 

Yousaf Mathias & Eric Weinhold 

 

Serving you on September 19 as Scripture Readers are: 

Lee Helsby & Owen Gilbo 

 

Serving you as offering counters on September 19:  Jeff Durgee & Ron Geuther 



 

 

We welcome visitors to our worship services. This summer 

we are transitioning back to in-person worship. We continue to 

livestream our service on Facebook. 
 

We welcome children to our worship services. Nursery care 

for children age birth through kindergarten is not currently 

provided. We hope to provide care in the near future as 

guidelines allow.  

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington 

Park. There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just 

west of Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Revised by Session 

November 16, 2004 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

Sunday, 9/12    10:00am   In-Person Worship Service (communion) and 

                                           Live Streaming Worship Service on Facebook 

                          11:00am   Outside Fellowship Time 

 

Monday, 9/13    1:00pm   Covenant Small Group Meeting 

 

Tuesday, 9/14    9:00am   Men’s Bible Study via zoom 

                          11:30am  Clergy Meeting 

 

Wednes., 9/15  10:00am   Woman to Woman Small Group 

 

 
 



 

 

Announcements 
   

 

In-person worship reminder with COVID-19 case numbers going up again locally, it's especially 

important to follow the direction from Session that social distancing be maintained during in-person 

worship. This means maintaining at least a 6-foot distance between people in the pews, unless they live 

in the same household. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Message from the Stewardship Committee 

 

“Come and see what God has done: God is awesome in God’s deeds 

among mortals.  God turned the sea into dry land; they passed through 

the river on foot.  There we rejoiced in God.” 
 

These words from Psalm 66:5–7 recall the parting of the Red Sea and 

Israel’s crossing the River Jordan into the Promised Land (Exodus 

14:21–22, Joshua 4:19–24).  The past year has seen First Presbyterian 

Church and the world experience its own exodus moment.  

 

However, God’s awesome and marvelous deeds continue.  They are made manifest when we feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, and clothe the naked (Matthew 25:34–40).  

For the past year, First Presbyterian Church has come together to support FOCUS Churches of 

Albany, which through the month of July served nearly 3,600 hot meals to our neighbors through the 

FOCUS Breakfast Program and has served nearly 25,700 meals through the FOCUS Food Pantry.  By 

pledging your time, talents, and treasure to the work of First Presbyterian Church we come together to 

rejoice in God and not only give thanks for all of God’s awesome deeds, but to do those deeds on 

earth. 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                                       Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                 Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director 

Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist                                                                   Kevin Goolsby, Custodian 

Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator                                      Carlie D’Annunzio, Financial Administrator                                                                     

Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                   

362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                                                                                                                           Website: firstpresalbany.org 


