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                     Albany, New York 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

 



The Gathering 
 

 

Prelude                                 Introit for Epiphany    Maurice Duruflé 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

  

Call to Worship 

       One: The Magi had a dream.  

          All: They dreamed of a Messiah.  

                  They dreamed of just rulers.  

                  They dreamed of a new day for all people. 

         One: The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.  

           All: They journeyed to unknown places.  

                   They followed a star.  

                   They walked for days to get to Jesus.  

          One: So may we be like the Magi,  

           All: May our dreams inspire action.  

                  May we worship the one true God.   

 

Hymn No. 142              ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime                       ANTIOCH 

 
 



Prayer of Confession  

       God, we love to worship you when the stars are bright above us.  

       We love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right.  

       We love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.  

       Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. 

       Now and again, the stars disappear. 

       Our feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely. 

       On these days, forgive us for giving up quickly. 

       Forgive us for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home. 

       We want to be as brave as the Magi. 

       We want to persevere.  

       Guide our feet. Show us the stars. Amen.  

 

Kyrie Eleison No. 577           Lord, Have Mercy    LAND OF REST 

 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

Gloria Patri No. 583          Glory to God                            GLORIA (Taizé) 

 
 

 

 

 



The Word 
 

 

 

Old Testament Lesson                  Isaiah 60:1–6                 Kendra Smith-Howard 

One: The word of the Lord        

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14                           Kate Pruzek 

          One: The word of the Lord 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                       The Glory of the Father                Egil Hovland 

                                 First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       The word was made flesh and dwelled among us. 

       We beheld the glory of the father, full of grace and truth. 

 

       In the beginning was the word, the word was with God. 

       In him was light, and the light was the life of all. 

       He came to his own, and his own received him not. 

 

       The word was made flesh and dwelled among us. 

       We beheld the glory of the father, full of grace and truth. 

        

Gospel Lesson                 Matthew 2:1–12   

One: The gospel of the Lord 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                        Those Who Dream…Persevere                    Glenn D. Leupold 

 

Our Response 
 

 

Anthem                         The Three Kings                            Peter Cornelius 

                                                        Christopher Trombley,  

    First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       1. (Solo) Three kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star: 

       and this the quest of the travellers three, where the new-born king of the Jews may be.  

       Full royal gifts they bear for the king; gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 

       (Chorus) How brightly shines the morning star! 

       with grace and truth from heaven afar 

       our Jesse tree now bloweth.  



       2. (Solo) The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way, 

       and there in worship they bend the knee, as Mary’s child in her lap they see;  

       their royal gifts they show to the king; gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 

       (Chorus) Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 

       for thee, my bridegroom, king divine, 

       my soul with love o’erfloweth. 

 

       3. (Solo) Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem the kings are travelling, travel with them!  

       the star of mercy, the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place.  

       Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; offer thy heart to the infant king.  

 

       (Chorus) Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us, 

       rightly leads us, life bestowing.  

       Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 

 
Communion 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People  

 Prayer after Communion        

 

The Sending 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn No. 152       What Star Is This, with Beams so Bright                            GO TELL IT 

 

 

Benediction 

 

Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.  

 

Postlude           Chorale ‘How Brightly Shines the Morning Star’     Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

 
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938.  
Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://sanctifiedart.org/


Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 

Tithes and offerings can be mailed to the church (362 State St. Albany, NY 12210) 

Or go on line to donate   (https://firstpresalbany.org/donate/) 
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