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City Council Meeting 
September 13, 2022 

 
 
Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilmembers Greg Koczur, Mike Esser and Wayne 

Dudley  
 
Absent: Councilmember Rose Hanser 
 
Also Present: Assistant Fire Chief Ethan Gardner, City Attorney Gary Ryder, Attorney Michelle 

Sullivan, Police Chief Cory Hert, City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards and 
Public Works Director Pat Zent  

 
Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  City Clerk/Treasurer Richards completed Roll 
Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilmember Esser moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Koczur seconded the 
motion.  Discussion:  Regarding claim #28643 in the amount of $34,236.97 for anthracite, 
Councilmember Dudley asked if this was more than the bid.  Public Works Director Zent does not 
know what the original bid was.  No comments from the public received.  Motion carried with all in 
favor.  

• Minutes of 8/26/22 Regular Meeting 
• Minutes of 9/6/22 Budget Meeting 
• Claims #28637-28686  $155,251.88 
• Journal Voucher Nos.  2022-03 through 2022-05 

 
Department Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Assistant Fire Chief Gardner, Attorney Ryder, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards and Public Works Director Zent.  
 
Attorney Ryder suggested a committee be formed to discuss ownership and operation responsibility 
of the proposed Business Innovation Center.  Attorney Ryder also completed a written title opinion of 
the city’s sewage lift stations, water plant and wastewater plant for the water and wastewater 
controls project. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
City Officials met today with the Police Bargaining Unit and the City Employees Bargaining Unit.  A 
tentative agreement was reached with the Police Bargaining Unit 
 
Mayor Williams asked the City Council to approve contracting with CDR Architects for architectural 
services for the new Business Innovation Center. 
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Public Comment & Participation:   
Doug Whitney, KLJ Engineering, gave an update on projects they are working on.  The bid submission 
deadline was extended one week on the Water Treatment Plant and Clarifier Building Improvements 
project.  KLJ is working on the ARPA Minimum Allocation Grant for the City of Colstrip along with 
Southeastern Montana Development Corporation.  KLJ has reviewed the raw water transportation 
cost increase submitted by Talen and will have a conference call on Thursday with Mayor Williams to 
discuss their findings.  Councilmember Dudley asked about the status of the Water Feasibility Study.  
Doug does have some concerns regarding this study.  KLJ Engineering has requested a draft of the 
final study findings be submitted to them prior to adoption in October. 
 
Jim Atchison, Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC), presented economic/ 
community development projects and issues that SEMDC feels are significant within their service 
region.  Jim also reported on the successful Energy Open held last month.  Mr. Atchison reviewed the 
options proposed for use of the building, besides providing office space for SEMDC.  An operating 
agreement and a lease agreement need to be developed between SEMDC and the City of Colstrip.  
Jim requested the City Council approve a contract with Collaborative Design Architects for 
architectural services for the Business Innovation Center. 
 
Attorney Michelle Sullivan reported on the status of the power plant litigation in regards to Senate 
Bills 265 and 266.  A stay was issued on this litigation due to Talen’s bankruptcy filing.  The 
bankruptcy court in Texas has sent the case back to the court in Montana.  A decision by the judge is 
expected within the next two weeks.   The power plant owners are going into arbitration.  One of the 
key issues to be discussed is whether the decision to shut down the power plant has to be unanimous 
or a majority decision. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Attorney Sullivan looked into the cost of drug/alcohol rehabilitation.  The City of Colstrip provides 
health insurance to all employees subject to drug and alcohol testing.  This insurance policy does 
have coverage for drug and alcohol counseling and rehabilitation.  After receiving comments from 
MMIA and city officials, Attorney Sullivan suggests a few more edits prior to final approval.  Mayor 
Williams has provided a copy of the revised policy to the employee union representative. 
 
New Business:   
Councilmember Esser moved to approve Resolution No. 2022-R09 assessing unpaid costs for the 
removal of nuisance weeds and grass in the amount of $873.44.  Councilmember Dudley seconded 
the motion. 
Discussion:  None. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilmember Dudley moved to approve Resolution No. 2022-R10, noticing the City of Colstrip’s 
intent to levy special assessments for the collection of solid waste.  Councilmember Koczur seconded 
the motion. 
Discussion:  None. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
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Councilmember Esser moved to approve Resolution No. 2022-R11 assessing delinquent water and 
sewer charges in the amount of $515.40.  Councilmember Koczur seconded the motion. 
Discussion:  Councilmember Kozcur asked if the property that is being assessed is abandoned?  
Clerk/Treasurer Richards confirmed it is. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilmember Dudley moved to authorize Mayor Williams signing the contract with Collaborative 
Design Architects subject to ratification at the next meeting since it was not on the agenda for 
tonight’s meeting. 
Councilmember Esser seconded the motion. 
Discussion:  None. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 8:09 pm. 
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


