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SPECIAL BOAT SQUADRON OPERATIONS 
 

There are many missions and types of operations with which Squadron craft can be tasked, and it is 
not practical to discuss or train for every conceivable assignment.  Our approach is to fully train all 
crewmen for proficiency on their assigned boat and its systems.  Because Special Boat Unit training 
requirements differ from traditional requirements instruction is provided in the following special warfare 
areas:  
 

  A.  Patrol/Interdiction Operations,  
  B.   Insertion/Extractions, and  
  C.   Ambush/Counter ambush tactics. 
  

All operations are preceded by a Warning Order and a Patrol Order.  These are specialized briefings 
in a standard format developed to ensure everyone has the basic information needed to do the job 
necessary to accomplish the assigned mission.  Don’t leave a briefing with any doubts as to what you 
are expected to do --- ask. 
 
The Warning Order is issued as soon as practical after a mission is assigned.  It is normally given by 
the patrol officer and may include all crewmen or just boat captains, as the situation calls for.  It gener-
ally covers what boats are involved, what the mission is, weapons and equipment needed and the 
schedule for the patrol order.  
 

WARNING ORDER 
 

1. Situation Brief.  
2. Mission. 
3. General Instructions:  

a. General and special organization. 
b. Uniforms and equipment common to all. 
c. Weapons, ammunition and equipment.  
d. Chain of Command.  
e. Time schedule for planning.  
f. Time, place and uniform for patrol order brief  
g. Time and place for inspections and rehearsals.  

4. Specific Instructions: 
a. To subordinate leaders.  
b. To special purpose teams or key men  

 
The Patrol Order is usually provided for all participants and is an in-depth briefing on the situation, 
mission, plan of execution, everything each man must know and do.  It is extremely important that any 
questions be resolved at that time.  
 

PATROL ORDER  
 

1.  Situation (as it affects the patrol).  
a.  Enemy forces:  Weather, terrain, identification, location, activity, strength. 
b.  Friendly forces:  Mission of next higher unit, location and planned actions 

of units on right and left, fire support available for patrol, missions and 
routes of other patrols  

2.  Mission – What the patrol is going to accomplish and the location or area in which 
it is to be done.  

3.  Execution:  
a.  Concept of operation – the overall plan – and missions of elements, 



Page 11 

teams, and individuals in the objective area.  
b. Other missions, not in the objective area, for elements, teams and individuals.                                
 Included are such tasks as navigation, security during movement, and secure
 ty at halts. 
c.  Coordinating instructions: 

     i. Time of departure and return.  
    ii. Primary and alternate routes.  
   iii. Departure and re-entry of friendly areas.  
   iv. Organization for movement.  
    v. Action at danger areas.  
   vi. Actions on enemy contact.  
  vii. Rallying points and actions at rallying points.  
 viii. Actions in objective area.  
   ix. Debriefing. 
    x. Other actions.  
   xi. Rehearsals and inspections.  
                           4. Administration and Logistics: 
                                           a. Rations. 
                                           b. Arms and ammunition.  
                                           c. Uniform and equipment (state which members will carry and use).  
                                           d. Method of handling wounded and prisoners 
                           5. Command Signal:  
                                           a. Signal. 
                                                            i. Signals to be used within the patrol. 
                                                           ii. Communication with higher headquarters – radio call signs, primary    

  and  alternate frequencies, times to report and special code to 
  be used.  

                                                           iii. Challenge the password 
                                           b. Command.  
                                                             i. Chain of command.  
                                                            ii. Locations of leaders at various times – during movement, at danger 

  areas, at the objective.  
 
Patrol/Interdiction.  A patrol is a detachment sent out from a unit to perform an assigned mission and is 
always “tailored” for the mission it is to execute.  Patrols are usually classified according to the nature of the 
mission they have been assigned.  Our two most common types are interdiction and reconnaissance.  
 
Interdiction is the denial of a line of communications to the enemy.  In our case, we deny him the use of a 
waterway, or a road or trail which can be controlled from a waterway.  There are many ways to do this, and 
the method selected will depend on the number and type of forces available, the type and amount of water 
involved, the character of enemy traffic expected, and environmental variables such as weather, civilian 
traffic, light conditions, and so forth.  
 
Our standard operating procedure is to assign two-boat patrol teams with a designated lead boat and cover 
boat. The lead boat concentrates its attention on the assigned mission, boarding and searching, reconnoi-
tering, interdiction, fire support – while the cover boat protects the lead boat from attack by other craft, air-
craft, or shore fire by providing suppressive fire or taking position between the lead boat and the threat.  
The division of responsibility permits each boat to do a better job at its task.  
 
Interdiction methods vary with conditions, but the purpose is to prevent enemy use of a route.  When the 
same route is essential to civilian purposes, as is often the case in situations less than total war such as 
counter-insurgencies, a method often use is random search of all traffic, concentrating on suspicious ves-
sels, but including as many of all types as possible.  Experience has shown that the presence of searching 
vessels hampers enemy planning and logistics even if nothing is found.  It has also revealed that the suspi-
cious behavior may just be fear on the part of innocent boatmen, or the actions of a decoy, and contraband 
can be found on most endeavors.  Our procedure is for the lead boat to call a craft alongside and throw him 
a line, keeping him between you and the nearest bank.  Using a polite but firm manner, establish control of 
all personnel on the boat, placing them all in sight.  Have him secure his engines.  While your gunners pro-



vide cover, have the boat searched thoroughly.  If the searcher must go out of sight, have someone move 
to where they can see him.  If anything must be moved or shifted, have the craft master of the searched 
vessel move it.  Check for lines overboard, false bottom or bulkheads, and contraband in cargo containers.  
New boards or nails should be investigated.  Know what constitutes contraband in your situation.  Be polite 
unless contraband is found – then al hands on that craft are enemy and should be handled accordingly.  
Remove them from their boat, segregate them as much a possible, bind, gag, and blindfold them and clear 
the area quickly.  Tow or destroy their craft as directed.  All craft must be treated as potentially enemy until 
you decide otherwise by searching them.  During the search, the cover boat maneuvers to remain astern 
where he can cover the searched boat and the near bank, taking care not to permit the searched boat to 
get between the lead and cover boat.  Patrol procedures, routes, and time spent in a given area should be 
varied constantly to ensure patterns are not established which endanger you or reduce the effectiveness of 
your efforts.   
 
Another effective interdiction method is the waterborne guardpost.  This can be established against a bank 
or bar or anchored in the stream.  A waterborne guardpost is almost always established at night and is very 
similar in preparation to an ambush.  In fact, a waterborne guardpost often becomes an ambush, but its 
purpose is to observe a possible enemy route, identify traffic and pass the information on for action by oth-
ers.  The phases of a guardpost are:  
 

 1. Preparation 
 2. Transit 
 3. Establishment 
 4. Contact (possibly) 
 5. Extraction 
 

Preparation is critical; all crewmen must be thoroughly briefed, the boat prepared, and primary and alter-
nate sites designated.  Every means possible to reduce boat noise and eliminate loose objects must be 
taken.  Usually only one boat makes up a guardpost, while the cover boat patrols in the general area overt-
ly.   
 
The guardpost is best established by having both boats approach the area side by side, then having the 
cover boat open an engine cover toward the bank while the guardpost boat cuts engines and coasts to po-
sition.  If the guardpost is against the bank, a listening post should be established ashore.  The boat is se-
cured by a line run around a tree and back to the boat, held by the forward gunner.  All hands remain still 
and silent with radios secured.  Observation by starlight scope or radar commences:  If contact is made, 
the guardpost is immediately extracted.  A common method of locating a guardpost, however, is reconnais-
sance by fire so random nearby shooting does not mean contact.   
 
Similar to a guardpost is a drift patrol.  This is a method of using existing currents to carry a silenced boat 
through the patrol area, usually followed at a long interval by the cover boat under power.  Alternatively, the 
cover boat may continue random patrolling to divert attention.  In either case, the drifting boat maintains 
total silence and searches by eye, starlight, and sometimes radar, reporting contacts to the cover boat.   
 
Reconnaissance is observation of an area, its terrain, and the military and civilian activity taking place in 
it.  Basically, it means you are checking out the region to see what is going on, with emphasis depending 
on guidance provided before you enter.  You may be looking for the enemy, checking a channel, taking 
soundings, observing civilian boat patterns – almost anything – but you are observing and reporting specif-
ic data.  Recon patrols often become involved in firefights.  
 
The keys to effective patrol and interdiction operations are preparation and practice.  Each man must thor-
oughly understand the mission; the boat and its equipment must be completely ready; the crew must learn 
every evolution as a team and do it right in practice before trying to learn under fire.  
 
*In upcoming issues:  Insertion/Extraction; Ambush/Counterambush; Debriefing 
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BOAT HULL 
 Length……………..  31 ft. 11 in.  

 Beam………………. 11 ft. 7 in. 
HEIGHT FROM BASELINE 
 Bridge………………… 7 ft. 10 in.  
 Canopy………………. 9 ft. 9 in. 
 Forward Decking… 4 ft. 6 in. 
 Aft Cockpit………….. 2 ft. 6 in. 
TOTAL FUEL TANK CAPACITY  
 160 gal (2 tanks) 
 

ENGINE DRIVEN BILGE PUMP 
 Capacity…………….. 110 GPM  

 Pump Speed………. 1500 rpm  
 

FUEL STRIPPING PUMP  
 Capacity……………..3 GPM 
 

The Mark II River Patrol Boat  
 

PBR GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 

The PBR is a high-speed, heavily armed, shallow draft patrol boat designed for river and inland water 
operations.  The boat’s relatively wide hull provides maneuverability, stability and shallow draft despite 
the PBR’s heavy load when fully outfitted.  The use of pump propulsion rather than propellers and rud-
ders helps minimize draft.  Fully combat loaded with crew on board, the PBR weighs about 9 tons, but 
draw only two feet of water while stopped and even less at full speed.  Carrying 160 gallons of fuel, the 
PBR has a range of about two hundred miles at about 25 knots.  
 
Radar, radios and versatile weapons mounts make the PBR an exceptionally effective weapons system 
particularly suited to support special and unconventional warfare operations on inland waters.  The en-
gine is AA5 shock mounted and both engine and pump compartments acoustically insulated to minimize 
boat noise above and below water.  With its Mark 56 twin mount forward, Mark 46 MOD I mount aft, and 
the capability of mounting Mark 56 stands on the midships armor shields the PBR can mount a variety of 
combinations of .50 caliber machine guns, M-60 machine guns, the Mark 19 and 20-40 millimeter gre-
nade launcher/machine gun, and the 60 millimeter mortar.   
 

MK II PBR Structural Dimensions And Leading Particulars  
 
 

 
PROPULSION 
 Related Engine Speed…. 2800 rpm 

 Rated Pump Speed…….. 2800 rpm 
 

HORSEPOWER RATED SPEED  
 Engine………………………… 220 HP  

 Pump………………………….. 205 HP 
 

HAND OPERATED BILGE PUMP  
 Capacity……………………… 3 strokes/gal 
 

CRANKCASE PUMP 
 Capacity………………………. 1 GPM  
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SBU 11  
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MK I PBR @ SBU 11 in early 1980s 

SBU 11 at the Golden Gate  

SBU 11 loading 50s 

SBU 11 doing its thing 
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SBU-26 PBR Panama in Jungle River  

Panama 1990s 

SBU XI at Mare Island, California 

SBU 11 PBR  



SBU 22 PBR crash stop....dumping the 
buckets 

SBU 22 PBR MKII and SEALs  

Sad day.  End of an Era. The last PBRs 
MKIIs of SBU-22 leave service 2001.  
They were sent to Venezuela. 
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The PBR is one of the most iconic boats of Naval warfare in the 20th century.  There are many surviving 
examples in museums, as monuments, and some being operational or in the process of becoming oper-
ational.  
 
Here is a listing and a link for some of the organizations that have them:  
 
MK II Hull Number 6894 
New Jersey Naval Museum 
78 River Street, Hackensack, New Jersey 
Open 6 days a week during July and August from 10:00AM to 4:00PM, closed on Wednesdays. Last tour start 
time is 3:30 PM. 
Phone: (201-342-3268). 
http://www.njnm.org/exhibits.html 
 

Mark II   
USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park 
2703 Battleship Parkway 
Mobile, AL 36601-0065 
Email:btunnell@ussalabama.com 
http://www.ussalabama.com 
 
Mark II   
UDT/SEAL Museum 
3300 North State Road A1A 
North Hutchinson Island, FL 
(772) 595-5845 
https://www.navysealmuseum.org 
 

Mark II Hull Number 7215 
Naval Amphibious Base Coronado 
Coronado, CA 
 

Mark I Hull Number 664 
Naval Amphibious Base Little Creek 
Little Creek, VA  
 

Mark II Hull Number 7331 
Operation Black Sheep 
Muskegan, MI 
www.opblacksheep.org 
They are in the process of restoring Hull No. 7331 
 

MK II 
Defenders of America Naval Museum, Inc.  
League City, TX 
Hull Only Not available for viewing 

 
The Naval Historical Center will have a Mk2 PBR on display as part of its US Navy in the Cold War Gallery.   
Link: http://www.navyhistory.org/coldwar_gallery/  Go to right side of the Floorplan. 
 
Gamewarden Association has an operational PBR they display and use for demonstrations on July 4th each year 
at Coronado, CA. For further details check out their website at: http://www.tf116.org/ 
 
Warboats.org is a website run by Brownwater Navy vets with much information and photos on all combat craft 
used in Vietnam. Warboats is sponsored by the Combatant Craft of America. The PBR page is at this link: 
http://warboats.org/ 

Museum of the American GIis a living history museum dedicated to preserving the equipment, uniforms and mem-
ories of all American servicemen and women. The PBR is listed on the Vehicles page.  
http://americangimuseum.org/ 

http://www.njnm.org/exhibits.html
mailto:btunnell@ussalabama.com
http://www.ussalabama.com/
https://www.navysealmuseum.org/home-to-artifacts-from-the-secret-world-of-naval-special-warfare/patrol-boat-riverine-pbr-for-brown-water-naval-operations-in-vietnam
https://www.opblacksheep.org/
http://www.usnavymuseum.org/Ex9_CombatOnRivers.asp
http://www.tf116.org/
http://www.tf116.org/
http://warboats.org/
http://www.warboats.org/pbr.htm
http://americangimuseum.org/
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1 April 1966 TF-116 was establish in Vietnam 
 
The first PBR MKI was evaluated by BSU-1 and turned over to Naval Amphibious School Coronado and 
was soon moved to Mare Island NIOTC Naval Inshore Operations Training Center where the river and 
sloughs was a better training area to replicate the rivers of Vietnam.  It was here the majority of Brown 
Water Navy Sailors deploying Vietnam would receive their course of instruction. 
 
PBRs fell under command of TF-116 Operation Gamewarden  and their primary mission was River Patrol 
and Interdiction,  denying  the Viet Cong's use of the rivers of South Vietnam in the Mekong Delta. They 
also pulled special missions outside their normal duties when needed with Insertion and Extraction of 
LRRPs and SEALs and South Vietnamese Forces. 
 
Spread throughout the Delta, the PBRs were made into 10 Boat River Divisions (RIVDIVs).  It was the 
PBRs who became the experts on Board and Search of Indigenous Craft on the rivers.  Their patrol hours 
were long and often marked with extremely vio-
lent ambushes by the VC.  The valor of the PBRs 
crews is well known for Medal of Honors, Navy 
Crosses, Silver and Bronze Stars and Purple 
Hearts, etc., as well as  Presidential Unit Cita-
tions.  Sadly, they also had the highest casualty 
rate of the Brown Water Navy, and many of the 
PBRs were damaged beyond repair. 
 
 2 Nov 1968 Operation SEALORDS began and 
the same day the directive from COMUSMACV to 
begin its accelerated turnover to the South Viet-
namese (ACTOV) came, which would turn over 
the PBRs and combat missions to the South Viet-
namese Navy.  Over time all the PBRs in Vi-
etnam would be turned over.  Many PBR sailors 
sailed with South Vietnamese crews on PBRs as 
advisors. By 1970 Solid Anchor would be the last 
TF-116 asset. On 1 April 1971 TF-116 passed 
into history. With their part of the river war over 
the PBR sailors returned to the fleet. 
 
In U.S. at Mare Island, NIOTC's fate was being 
debated.  Congress and Fleet Admirals wanted to disband them saying they would never fight another 
river war. It was Naval Special Warfare that stepped in to save what was left of the Brown Water Navy 
Boats and pull them under NSW Command in 1972. At the Pentagon UDT Cmdr Jack Suddeth held the 
SEAL/UDT Billet there. Also former CO of BSU-1, he would be instrumental in saving the NIOTC by bring-
ing them under Naval Special Warfare Command and funding by The Naval Reserve. NIOTC would be-
come Coastal River Division 11 and later Special Boat Unit XI. New CosRIVDIVs would be established at 
Little Creek and New Orleans, and the PBRs and other combatant Craft divided up to commands. 
 
 NSW Commands with PBR's would be CRD's 11, 24, and 22 from 1972-1978.  In 1983 HPU in Panama 
would revive PBRs.  In 1978 the UNIT names changed again to Special Boat Units. SBU XI Mare Island, 
SBU-22 New Orleans, and later Stennis MS .  SBU-26 Panama all used PBRS until the disestablishment 
of the Units.  In 2002, Special Boat Team 22 would be the premier NSW River Mission SBT. The PBRs 
LONG SERVICE is venerated by both Gamewarden sailors, AND the DBGs of NSW. PBS can still be 
found serving in some countries such as Thailand and Columbia. 
 
The PBR indeed was a successful boat design. 
 



Small Craft Insignia 
 

The Small Craft Insignia (or Small Craft Pin) is a U.S. Navy military award first created in the 1970s, after the 
close of the Vietnam War.  It was created to give recognition to the specially trained naval personnel who 
comprised the inshore boat units and river assault commands. 
 
The Small Craft Pin is issued in two grades, officers (gold) and enlisted (silver), and the metal pin consists of 
a small craft circumscribed by an anchor flukes on the sides and bottom and a three star pennant on top.  
The three stars represent the three main areas of U.S. Navy Riverine operations in Vietnam; OPERATION 
GAME WARDEN (Task Force 116), OPERATION MARKET TIME (Task Force 115), and OPERATION 
SEALORDS (Task Force 117).  Read more about Operation Game Warden (Task Force 116) on page  19. 

 
  

MILPERSMAN 1200-030 

SMALL CRAFT INSIGNIA  

 

 
 

1. Qualifications as a Result of Service in the Republic of Vietnam under Combat   
 

2.     a.  Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) (N86) authorized the Small Craft Insignia for junior officers and senior petty 
officers who had served as officer in charge (OIC) of Riverine or Coastal Craft, under combat conditions, in the Re-
public of Vietnam.   
 

       b.  Personnel who served for a minimum of 6 months as OIC, patrol officer (commissioned or enlisted), river sec-
tion leader, boat officer, or petty officer in charge (POIC) of the following craft are eligible to wear the insignia:  

 

Responsible Office 

  
CNO (N861) 

  
Phone:               

DSN  
COM 
 FAX 

  

222-4610 
(703) 692-4610  
222-4640 

References (a) NAVPERS 15665I, U. S. Navy Uniform Regulations 

  

Officers Enlisted 



 
  
    c.  U.S. Navy personnel who served as advisors to the Vietnamese Navy personnel in an “in-charge” position, and 
officers and enlisted whose units were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy before they had acquired the requisite 6 
months eligibility as stated above, are authorized to wear the insignia provided the total operational time and advisory 
time on the craft equal 6 or more months.  
 
 
2.  Eligible Units.  Those personnel who meet the criteria described above, and served with the following units, were 
established as being authorized the Small Craft Insignia:  
 

 
 
 
 

Patrol Boat River (PBR) 

Patrol Boat Fast (PCF) 

Strike Assault Boats (STABS) 

Seal Support Craft (HSSC, MSSC, LSSC) 

Minesweeping Craft 

Harbor Defense Craft 

Logistic Support Craft (LCU, LCM, YFU) 

River Assault Craft 

RIVFLOT ONE (RAS 9, 11, 13, 15) 

COSRON ONE 

RIVPATFLOT FIVE 
Naval Special Warfare Group, Vietnam 

MIDIV 112 and 113 

NSA DANANG and SAIGON 

Inshore Undersea Warfare Group One 

Naval Advisory Group, RVN 



 
  
3. Eligibility Requirements Established after 1 October 1984.  Members who served in an OIC or POIC billet for a 

minimum of 6 months, and have completed the appropriate Personnel Qualification Standard (PQS) in one of the 
following platforms or units are authorized by CNO to wear the Small Craft Insignia:  
 

     a.  Eligible platforms:  
 

 
 
 
     b. Eligible units:  
 

 
 

     c.  Personnel who qualified prior to 1 July 1992 while assigned to a Yard Patrol (YP) or Craft of Opportunity (COOP) 
Trainer craft are authorized to continue to wear the insignia.  
 
NOTE:  All “grandfather” periods for previous qualification have expired.  No further “grandfather” qualification requests 
will be considered.  
 
4.  Wearing Small Craft Insignia.  The Small Craft Insignia shall be worn as authorized in reference (a).  

Logistical Support Craft (LCU, LCM) 

Seaborne Powered Target Craft (SEPTAR) (QST-33/35) 

MKV Special Operations Craft (SOC) 

Patrol Boat (PB, PBM, PBR, PCF) 

Strike Assault Boat (STAB) 

Special Warfare Craft (SWCL) 

Armored Troop Carrier (ATC) 

Surface Effect Craft (AGEH, LCAC, PCH, PGH, SES) 

High Speed Boat (HSB) 

Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB) permanently assigned to support SEAL Team operations or Helicop-
ter Mine Countermeasures Squadrons or High Speed Maneuverable Seaborne Target (HSMST) oper-
ations 

Small Waterplane Area Twin Hull (SWATH) (MHS-1) assigned to support EOD Mobile Units 

Inshore Boat Unit Patrol Boat (IBU PB) and Inshore Boat Unit Patrol Rib (IBU PR) 

Modified Glacier Bay Catamaran submarine escorts and Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB) submarine 
escorts 

Special Operation Craft-Riverine (SOC-R) permanently assigned to support SEAL Team operations 

Harbor Security (HS) Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats (RHIB) 

Naval Boat Police Harbor Security Boats (HSB) attached to Naval Region Southwest 

Naval Coastal Warfare Groups (NCWG) 

Naval Coastal Warfare Squadrons (NCWS) 

NCW Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare (MIUW) Units 

Inshore Boat Units (IBU) 

Harbor Defense Command Units (HDCU) 

Mobile Security Squadrons (MSS) and Detachments 
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The original Game Warden TF-116 consisted of the following units: 

Support Ships (1966) 

·  USS BELLE GROVE (LSD-2) 
·  USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19) 
·  USS TORTUGA (LSD-26) 
·  USS FLOYD COUNTY (LST-762) 

Support Ships 1967-1968  
◊  4 specially modified Landing Ship Tank (LST) 
    ·  USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST-786) 
    ·  USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST-821) 
    ·  USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST-821) 
    ·  USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-846) 
    ·  20 Landing Craft (LCVP) 
    ·  8 UH-1B Huey Helicopters  
    ·  120 specially designed River Patrol Boats (PBRs) 
◊  River Patrol Force (PBR) 
     ·  River Division 51 Can Tho / Binh Thuy 
     ·  River Division 52 Sa Dec (later Vinh Long) 
     ·  River Division 53 My Tho 
     ·  River Division 54 Nha Be 
     ·  River Division 55 DaNang  
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Four LSTs were specially configured as mobile PBR bases. The original Operation Game War-
den LSTs were: USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST-786), USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST-821), USS 
HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST-838) and USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-846).  Specialized LST 
modifications included: 
  

·  A day and night landing area for UH-1 helicopters. 
·  Refuel and rearm facilities for the gunships were provided. 
·  Four boat booms for mooring up to 16 PBRs alongside the ship. 
·  A cargo boom to lift PBRs out of the water repairs aboard ship. 
·  Repair shops to do engine, pump, hull, and repairs on PBRs. 
·  Fresh water distillation was improved for the increased manning. 
·  Upgraded radio, navigation, and electronic equipment installed. 

The LSTs provided important supply and maintenance facilities for the PBRs (and other small 
boats).  Many of these services were unavailable at shore bases. After the modifications, the 
LSTs had so much new equipment stuffed into their hulls that living conditions for crews were se-
riously overcrowded.  
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PBR Forces Medal of Honor Recipients 

BM1 James E. Williams 
 
SN David G. Ouellet 

PBR Forces Navy Cross Recipients 
 

*RM2 Terrence J. Freund 
 
SM1 Chester B. Smith 
 
**BM1 James E. Williams 
 
*GMG2 Patrick O. Ford 
 
MN1 Cecil H. Martin 
 
BM1 Warren Westphal 
 
*BMC Quincy H. Truett 

GMG3 David R. Larsen 
 
SN Gregory O. Hampton 
 
SN Timothy D. Alspaugh 
 
BMC George Adjukovich 
 
GMGC Robert O. Porter 
 
FN William E. Havenga, Jr. 
 
SN3 Michael L. Gates 

* Posthumous Awards 
 
** Died on October 13, 1999 
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Boatguys Helping Boatguys on the Bay 
By 

Phil G. Garn 
  
Last week, my old teammate from Special Boat Unit -13, Tom 
Folkesson, said he had a rush at work and was down a few employ-
ees at his company, Oceanview Marine Services, in San Diego, so 
he needed some help. I volunteered to give him a hand with some 
towing work. Part of what Tom’s company does is move boats 
around San Diego from marinas and anchorages to yards and back. 
Most of us, have done a little of this shuttling during our careers in 
the Units and the Teams, and some have even done this under fire. I 
was a little apprehensive at first, as I hadn’t been doing a lot of line 
handling recently, much less maneuvering single engines. 
  
It is surprising how quickly a lot of seamanship just comes back to 
you. Tom was very patient and explained in detail all the evolutions 
well in advance. The towing was a lot more delicate than in our days, as Tom 
is dealing with expensive yachts and even the derelicts are looking for a pay-
day if you put so much as a scuff, not a scratch, a scuff on them and they are 
not green or gray-mostly white. One of the tows, I think we could have extri-
cated had it been a Sea Fox, PBR, PCF, PB, Mini or even PTF blocked in by 
some Mike boats but the boat was buried behind some of those not so pris-
tine scows, people call yachts. Tom called the customer and the marina to 
reschedule the tow once the offenders had moved their boats. Another sur-
prisingly aspect was how lubberly a lot of the lines and boats were kept, just 
enough to tie off and not an inch more. 
  
Tom also warned me about “the boatnicks” and to keep a close eye on them 
as well especially when under tow. Sure enough a young lady on a jet ski 

just stopped right in front of us and 
pulled out her iPad in a waterproof 
bag and started looking something 
up, likely directions, as we were mov-
ing about 4 to 6 knots, oblivious to our approach. Most of our work 
on the “Ursa M” was very slow, in contrast to a CCM that we saw 
rooster tailing out of the bay, 
likely on a beeline to San 
Clemente Island. 
  
At the end of the two days, I was 
really impressed but not sur-
prised with Tom’s boat handling, 

as we had worked together on several Sea Fox crews and the Tactical 
Operations Crew, and he had added another thirty years in the Marine 
industry. It was also a lot of work, the towing was by no means the most 
physically demanding of the many tasks he and his employees do, im-
agine buffing out a 300 foot yacht. It was great to get out on the water, 
help out an old comrade and learn a thing or two. It was also a lot of 
work.   
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CARE PACKAGES 

Welcome and Thank You  to our newest sponsor. 

https://www.volvopenta.us/ 

https://www.volvopenta.us/
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Bowling with Boatguys 
By 

Phil G. Garn 
 

On April 21, 2018 several generations of Boatguys, family, and friends gathered at the Viejas Bowl 
for fun and fundraising in Alpine, California. The spacious venue and good food was generously 
sponsored by the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians at the lanes on the reservation. We also hon-
ored some of our own with original artwork by Ruben “Chato” Hinijosa and Jim Gray, as well as 
auctioned off more original artwork by Ruben, Jim and Chris Jansen, a book by Naval Special 
Warfare combat interpreter “Johnny Walker” and gifts generously donated by members and spon-
sors including DGB Pat Shima, Gortex and Spyderco. 
 
Months in the making with a lot of behind the scenes planning and coordination with the CCCA 
Board, especially Ruben, our PR Director, Treasurer Mike Sigsworth and President Joe Zemlin. 
We received a lot of help from the gracious staff at Viejas Bowl as well as Boatguy families, partic-
ularly the Zemlins, Sigsworths and Redmonds who manned the Ship’s Store and event tables as 
well as helped with set up and tear down. 
 
We had a wide variety of attendees from Vietnam combat vets, Jim Gray, Denny Brown and Dail 
“Doc” Kyle through the present DBG’s as well as friends from VFW, the Viejas Tribal Council, 
Screen Actors Guild and Naval Special Warfare and children, especially Sam Sigsworth, who 
seemed to be having a pretty good time. Though, there seemed to be a lot more talking among 
the old comrades than bowling. Mike Sigsworth and Bob Doyle, teammates from SBU-13, learned 
that they were both on the USS New Jersey together providing naval gunfire support of the Coast 
of Lebanon on the same deployment! It was a great time to re-unite with old teammates and chat 
with Boatguys from other generations, the boats were different but the spirit is the same. 
 
The board was able to honor the hard work and service of Mike Sigsworth, a plank owner, Ships 
Storemaster and CCCA Treasurer with an original painting of Mike’s Navy and boat service by Ru-
ben.  We were also able to surprise Ruben who has been doing a tremendous job with public rela-
tions and fundraising with an original painting by founder and first President Jim Gray. You may 
have seen some of Jim’s artwork at Special Boat Unit 13, Special Boat Unit/Team 12 or the 
School House.  Keeping these artworks a surprise for the honorees was quite a challenge, as the 
board is very tight and we were quietly gathering photos and history from teammates and family 
for the artists.  Sometimes opsec works. 
 
Our silent auction was a huge bonus for CCCA thanks to donations from talented Boatguys and 
sponsors. We were able to raise approximately $2,300, which we have already applied to casualty 
assistance and other charitable work. 
 
On the following pages are some photos from the event. 
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Mark Weiler and Matt Schillingburg Bob Doyle and Bill Redmond 

Dail Kyle and Jim Gray  

Chris Kuhns and his wife  
Roberta 

Marty Alvillar and Phil Garn Sam Sigsworth 
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Left:  Johnny Walker’s 
friend and Bill Red-
mond 

Below Left:  Joe Z.  
 
Below Right:   
Barb Sigsworth 

Far Left:  Maria, Ruben and Matt 
 
Left:  Bill and Liza Redmond 
 
Below:  Mark Jansen and Jazzy 
Zemlin 

 
 
Far Left:  Councilman Adrian 
Brown and his wife Fawn 
 
Left:  Joe Z.  
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Above:  Jim and Ruben 
 
 
 
Right:  Shike Zemlin and 
Liza Redmond 

 
 
 

Below:  Bob, Mike, Tom F., 
Phil, and Joe  

Above:  Shike Zemlin   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below:  Mark W.  

Jim, Dail, and Matt 
Bob, Mike, Ruben, Tom F., Phil and Joe  



Page 36 

Top Left:  Dennis Brown and wife 
 
Top Center:  Mike, Sam and Barb 
Sigsworth 
 
Top Right:  Johnny Walker, Maria 
Rossing and Joe Z.  
 
Center Left:  Mark Weiler and Bill 
Redmond 
 
Center Right:  Councilman Adrian 
Brown, Ruben and Matt 
 
Bottom Left:  Dennis Brown and 
Jim Gray 
 
Bottom Right:  Tom F., Carl 
Smith, Bob Doyle, Jim G. and 
Dale Kyle 

Left:  Mark Weiler 
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Hats are just 10.00 each 

Cards are 11.99 each 
or  

2 for 19.64  
(The year it all began) 

New Year New Product! 
CCCA Jolly Roger Bandana 

21"X 21" 100% Cotton 
Black , Navy, Olive, 

Brown,Tan 
8.99 ea Plus S&H 
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Nylon Single Reverse 
CCCA Logo  
Flag 3' X 5'  and 
Nylon Single Reverse 
CCCA Jolly Roger Flag 
3' X 5' 
$79 Ea Plus S&H 

CCCA Veterans  
Appreciation T-Shirts:  
$15.00 

New items on Ship Store  







Special Thanks  
To Our  

Sponsors 
 

(click on the logo to visit their site) 

Oceanview Marine Services, LLC 
2330 Shelter Island Dr. 
San Diego, Ca. 92106 
619-523-4378 

Www.tomlyonsguitars.com 
619-471-5007 
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http://www.lakesidecopy.com/
http://www.veteranmuseum.org/
https://sdmaritime.org/
pabstblueribbon.com
http://www.usmi.co/
http://viejasbandofkumeyaay.org/
http://www.jamulindianvillage.com/
http://www.oceanviewmarine.com/Home_Page.html
tel:619-523-4378
http://www.tomlyonsguitars.com/
tel:619-471-5007
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/
http://www.bnsbrewinganddistilling.com/
http://sealfamilyfoundation.org/
http://vigor.net/
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In our next issue we will have a “Mailbag” section.   
We welcome your comments, please send them to reg5@combatantcraftcrewman.org 


