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Presidents Message 

December 10, 2017 
 

Dear Friends and Families of the CCCA, 

Once again, the holiday season is upon us.  We have accomplished a lot of good works 

this year! Our Mission of Preserving the History and Honoring the Brotherhood is 

gaining momentum.  We are having great success with sharing our Vision with others 

and attracting new sponsorships to help us reach our established goals.  We are in-

creasing our visibility and expanding our footprint of ser-

vice to those in need by providing financial support and 

volunteering man-hours assisting those in need.  We have logged over 5000 vol-

unteer service hours this year and provided relief-assistance in the form of Casu-

alty Care, Emergent Housing & Living Assistance, Holiday Cheer, and Wellness 

Assistance. You should be very proud of all work being accomplished.  It is our 

sincere hope to be able to share the benefits of these activities with you all in more 

detail in the next few months. We are currently working on two major events for 

the CCCA in 2018. The first will be planned to occur in March and second is be-

ing planned during the month of August 2018. More details will be forthcoming, 

so please stay tuned to our Public Relation posts and updates. 

For most of us, the Holiday season is full of joy and celebration. However, due to 

unforeseen circumstances some of us are still facing challenges.  The CCCA Holi-

day Cheer Campaign is in full effect. Last week the CCCA continued to lead the 

way with another demonstration of love and support to the Active Duty Components and their families.  The 

CCCA has again donated $3000.00, in the form of $50 Commissary Gift Cards, to the major NSW SBT and 

Training Commands. These cards were mailed to the Command Master Chiefs in Holiday Cheer Campaign 

Gift Packages.  The direction provided is simple. Please utilize these funds to directly help those families of 

the NSW SEAL/SWCC Community that need the additional assistance.  Through positive feedback, we 

learned that these Holiday Cheer Cards are used throughout the year to assist emergent needs of the families 

and is greatly appreciated as a positive and valued resource.  

We are still working on our 2017 Year In Review and hope to get it out by the end of the 1st quarter of 2018.   

We thank you for everything you do to support the mission of the CCCA. It is an honor to serve this organi-

zation as your elected President. It has not been easy, but then again anything worth it rarely is. On behalf of 

the CCCA have a very Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday Season. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph John Zemlin 

Joseph John Zemlin, MS 

CWO4, USN (Ret.) 

CCCA President, Board of Directors 

858-444-0679 

Pres@combatantcraftcrewman.org 

mailto:Pres@combatantcraftcrewman.org
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Special warfare forces will be using a new boat in the near future – the SWCL (for special warfare craft, 

light).  The SWCL, known as Seafox, will replace the inventory of LCPL’s (landing craft, personnel, large) 

currently in use by special warfare units.  The first eight boats will be received in the first quarter of Fiscal 

Year 1981, with 12 more scheduled for delivery in FY ’82 and 16 more in FY ’83.  Current plans call for an 

even distribution of the boats to units on the East and West coasts.  The boats are being built by Uniflite 

Company in Bellingham, Washington.  

 

The primary mission of the SWCL is to insert, support and extract Naval special warfare units in support of 

amphibious operations.     
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EQUIPMENT AND FEATURES 

 
EQUIPMENT:  

 

* HF/VHF & UHF radios 

* Surface Search Radar 

* Depth finder 

* Gyro & magnetic compasses 

* IFF 

* Twin 450 SHP diesel engines 

 

FEATURES: 

 

* Aft compartment for 10 “Frogmen” or “SEALS” and their equipment 

* Forward compartment for stowage and electronics equipment 

* Cockpit for coxswain, officer in charge & electronics systems operation 

* Optical Fire Detection System 

* Remote Halon fire fighting system 

* Dark gray finish to lessen night detectability 

* Canopies easily fold facilitating transportability 

* Cockpit seats convert to deeply padded bolsters to support crew during heavy seas 

* Machine gun stands hidden below covers in gunwale so wet suits won’t be torn 

* Tailgate used by frogmen when jumping out back at high speeds 

* Very effective composite rubber and cork non-skid on foredeck 

 

 

CHARACTERISTICS 

 
* 30+  knots in sea state 2 

* 200+  nautical mile endurance 

* Fibre-reinforced plastic hull 

* Hydraulic differential steering 

* 28 VDC power system 

* Low radar, IR, noise detectability 

* 2-foot, 10-inch draft 

* 26,000-lb displacement 

* 36-foot length 

Above: SEAFOXes and Ruben Chato 

Hinojosa Jr.  

https://www.facebook.com/RubenChatoHinojosa?fref=gs&dti=179891968884138&hc_location=group_dialog
https://www.facebook.com/RubenChatoHinojosa?fref=gs&dti=179891968884138&hc_location=group_dialog
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SEAFOX FIRSTS 
 

THE FIRST CRAFT: 

 

* To be approved for service use 

* Ever designed & proven to be air transportable 

* To use the new General Motors 92 series engines 

* Program having maximum operational availability planned throughout its development & pro-

duction including: 

* Use of high reliability equipment 

* High accessibility for maintenance 

* Utilization of deployment spares in transportable conex box 

* Extreme ruggedness of total design 

* Program to have developed and approved documentation:  Project Master Plan, NDCP, TEMP, 

ILSP, Procurement Plan, System Safety Program Plan 

 

 

THE FIRST CRAFT WITH:  

 

* USN application of the newest DOD standard secure voice system 

* Surface Navy application of AN/APX-100 IFF system developed for aircraft application 

* DOD production installation of AN/URC-94 compact HF/VHF transceiver 

* Tunneled propellers 

* Kevlar laminates 

* Twin disc 510 A slant output gear box 

* Coordinated laboratory and at-sea test of the propulsion system to prove reliability 

* True bearing modification to the standard LN 66 radar 

* Speed compensator input to the MK27 gyro compass 

* Transporter (trailer) suitable for launching, road transportation, air shipment and deck loading 

* Aircraft circuit breakers, manifold gauges and console structure to reduce space, weight and 

improve reliability 

* Windshield washer system 
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The AN/PRC-77 
 

 

The AN/PRC-77 consists of a receiver-transmitter, and minor components. The receiver-transmitter case is 

secured by four captive screws.  The battery box is attached to the receiver-transmitter case by two clamps.  

The complete unit, when assembled, is watertight.  All controls are located on the top panel.   A battery plug 

projects from the receiver-transmitter and mates with the connector of the battery. 

 

Minor components include a cotton duck harness by which the radio can be strapped to the operator’s back, a 

short antenna for general short range service, a six section 

long antenna for maximum range, an antenna support for 

each type of antenna, a handset consisting of a micro-

phone and receiver for transmitting and receiving signals, 

and a cotton duck back which is sectionalized into several 

pockets which are used to store the two antennas, the an-

tenna supports, and the handset. 

 

The AN/PRC-77 operates at low power and on very high 

frequencies; therefore, the location of the equipment 

greatly affects its operating range.  Normally, a line-of-

sight range can be expected.  For example, if the other station can be seen, satisfactory operation is probable.  

Any intervening objects of good size may hamper or prevent contact with other stations. 

 

Valleys, densely wooded areas, and low 

places are poor sites.  Location on a hilltop, 

a tower, or on the water’s surface with an-

other waterborne station will assist in in-

creasing the operating distance.  If possible 

avoid locations near a source of electrical 

interference, such as a power or telephone 

line, radar sets, or field hospitals, etc. 
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THE 40 MM MACHINE GUN MK-20 MOD-0 

 
The MK-20 machine gun is a lightweight, automatic, 

low velocity, reciprocating, barrel operated, 40mm 

weapon with an entirely mechanical operation.  The 

weapon consists essentially of a rifled barrel with a 

spring that drives the barrel rearward to fire, an index 

mechanism that moves the ammunition into firing po-

sition and ejects the spent cartridge cases, a cam 

mechanism that moves a firing pin forward to fire, 

and a reckoning mechanism that sets and locks the 

various parts of the weapon into position for the next 

cycle.  An ammo feed chute, attached to the left side 

of the receiver, guides ammunition from an ammo 

box into an opening at the center of the weapon.  

 

GENERAL DATA: 

 

 Rate of fire:  250 rounds per minute 

 Maximum range:  375 yards 

 Maximum effective range:  350 yards 

 Muzzle velocity:  250 FPS 

 Mode of fire:  automatic 

 Weight:  26 lbs.  

 Length:  31.15 inches 

 Action:  blow-back operated 

 Ammunition:  24 round belts (HE) low velocity 

 Feed:  left to right 

 

The Mark 20 mounts on the Mark 16 stand found aft on the PBR and the 

Mini-ATC.  It can also be piggy-back mounted on the .50 with an 

adapter.  The technical manual for the 40mm Machine Gun (Grenade) 

Mark 20 MOD-0 is NAVORD OP 3602, which should be on your boat 

when the Mark 20 is carried.  
\ 
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We had a small get together at Mike Rowinsky's last night in Florida 

DBG's. Nothing big but it's a start!!!! Thank you for opening your home 

to us, Mike, and it was very nice meeting Victor Enriquez and seeing 

Jack Birge again. We'll have to do it again soon!!!!!— with Mike Rowin-

sky. 

One of CCCA’s founders Master Chief Jim Gray is given this work of 

art in recognition of his years of dedication and drive to our Association. 

https://www.facebook.com/mike.rowinsky?fref=gs&dti=179891968884138&hc_location=group_dialog
https://www.facebook.com/jack.birge?fref=gs&dti=179891968884138&hc_location=group_dialog
https://www.facebook.com/mike.rowinsky?viewer_id=100000156403776
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I was asked by my Brothers if I would share my story on building 

guitars.  

 

PTSD: I never thought much about it concerning me. Sure, there 

have been sleepless nights, nightmares, anxiety when in densely 

populated areas, excessive levels of feeling uncomfortable when in 

groups of people that I don’t know. It’s always something I just 

dealt with and became my norm.  

 

Inner peace: As I continue to grow older and reflect back on life, 

I realize that unconsciously I’ve been on a search to find that 

happy place for quite some time. Been married a few times. I 

drank a lot. I got myself in a bit of trouble a time or two. It’s all 

part of life’s lessons, right? Or is it?  

 

Back in the late 70’s, while in high school, I managed to get in four 

years of wood-shop. This program was typically a two-year gig, but 

apparently, my teacher saw some potential in me and invited me to 

be a teacher’s aide for two years, giving me an opportunity to de-

velop and refine some skills with wood. I made a few things that I 

entered into the county fair, scored a couple of ribbons higher than 

the dreaded green “participant” ribbons. Then I put my chisels on 

ice for what would become 20 years of a Navy career.  

 

As I approached retirement, I knew I wanted to revisit making saw-

dust. Piece by piece I started to acquire some tools and machinery 

slowly. I recalled my fondness with the lathe in shop class, so I 

made some pens, pencils, bowls and the like. That was fun, but it 

wasn’t satisfying. I grew into making jewelry boxes, which lead 

me to make humidors for cigars. Then I made a few tables, both 

coffee and end tables and a din-

ing table for a prominent doctor in Del Mar. All were enjoyable projects, 

but I felt there was something still missing  

 

Like many teens, I dabbled around with the electric guitar in younger 

years. I never took lessons, just made a lot of noise. Now that I was re-

tired, I thought that maybe I should pick up the guitar again. I learned how 

to play a few songs. I bought an inexpensive electric guitar and amp and 

some books and discovered a good bit of instructional material was start-

ing to surface on the internet and so were "how to videos" for modifying 

your guitar. I found parts suppliers were also popping up online, by the 

hundreds. The internet is where I learned about my deep-rooted obsessive-

compulsive disorder or OCD gene. It quickly was becoming out of con-

trol. Fortunately, I was able to recognize what was happening and in a mo-

ment of clarity I said “self, not only can’t you afford that 1959 Gibson Les 

TOM LYONS – GUITAR STORY 

Figure 1.Tom Lyons 

Figure 2 Tom Lyons| Finishing 

Figure 3 Tom Lyons | Guitar 



Paul Jr., you can’t play for crap!” What to do. Back in shop class I had built a Flying V guitar body, took the 

neck and guts from an old Tiesco guitar and made a playable noise maker. I told myself, "I can do this." I can 

make that 1959 Gibson Les Paul Jr., and for a lot less.  

 

Away I went, building my first full guitar, neck and all. It played nicely. It was comfortable, well balanced. 

And it didn’t look like a first guitar build. I was, and still am, very proud of that guitar. I posted a few pictures 

of it on Facebook to share with my friends.  Quickly after that post, the question came in a message “are you 

making those for people “? Well, I hadn’t thought about that, but I suppose I can. So, I did. I made a guitar for 

someone. Then another, and still another. While building these guitars for people I discovered that elusive 

peaceful place within me. I found that my desire to obsess over details was entirely at home right here, build-

ing a guitar. I had previously acknowledged that there was a need for me to create, but that requirement wasn’t 

getting fulfilled with the other items that I had been 

building.  

 

That first guitar started in 2011.  Ten years after I retired 

from the Navy. In 2013, a friend who builds amplifiers 

suggested that I build a guitar and he would get it in front 

of professional players, so I did. I spent a day at a guitar 

show quietly in the background waiting, watching and 

listening. Some very talented players made crazy good 

music on a guitar that I built. Some had positive com-

ments; some said nothing. But everyone who picked it up 

was impressed with the fact that it was only my fifth gui-

tar that I had built. It was a significant moment for me 

and validated my craftsmanship skills.  

 

I continue to build guitars for folks. I’ve expanded into 

making acoustic guitars in addition to electrics. Each step 

in the process requires my undivided attention as well as the constant focus on what lies three, five, or ten 

steps ahead of what I’m doing at this moment. The time spent in my shop working on my creations can make 

"Time" lose its meaning. 10 hours on a Saturday: gone in the blink of an eye. Nothing else matters in the world 

while I’m in my creative zone. I am free, and it is a beautiful sanctuary. 

 

The nightmares are still there, but there is a further distance between them. Sleepless nights are still there. But 

now, I’m just excited to get back into the shop to continue creating. My wife doesn’t care for all the hours that 

I spend in my workshop. She does see what it provides for me, and on occasion after a particularly stressful 

day at my real job, she will suggest that I go out to the shop for a bit. It probably reduces the tension in the 

house. Women are good at sensing such things.  

 

Some guys fish, some golf. Some run or jog long distances to find that place where the peace within them 

hides, and the outside world ceases to exist, even if only for a few minutes.  

 

I recommend you find your place. The journey along the way can be almost as fulfilling.  

 

Tom Lyons is the CCCA Membership Coordinator. He served at SBU-XI from 1985 to 1988 and CSBR-1 

from 1992 to 1998. Tom is the managing member and sole creator at Tom Lyons Guitars, LLC. His work is 

available to be seen at www.tomlyonsguitars.com. 

TOM LYONS – GUITAR STORY 
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Figure 4Tom Lyons | Woodworking 
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Amazon Smile donates to your favor-

ite charity. Pick CCCA and support 

the Naval Special Warfare Combatant 

Craft operators old and new this Holi-

day season and year round.   

Name The Newsletter Contest 

 
It’s time to name this publication.  The winner will get a one-year membership 

free. (Board members and CCCA officers not eligible).  Winner will be an-

nounced at the February Board meeting.  One entry per person, please.  In the 

event of multiple submissions of the same name, the winner will be chosen by 

random drawing. Submit entries to shipstore@combatantcraftcrewman.org.   
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Hats are just 10.00 each 

Cards are 11.99 each 

or  

2 for 19.64  

(The year it all began) 

New Year New Product! 

CCCA Jolly Roger Bandana 

21"X 21" 100% Cotton 

Black , Navy, Olive, 

Brown,Tan 

8.99 ea Plus S&H 
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Nylon Single Reverse 

CCCA Logo  

Flag 3' X 5'  and 

Nylon Single Reverse 

CCCA Jolly Roger Flag 

3' X 5' 

$79 Ea Plus S&H 

CCCA Veterans  

Appreciation T-Shirts:  

$15.00 

New items on Ship Store  



Special Thanks  
To Our  

Sponsors 
 

(click on the logo to visit their site) 

Oceanview Marine Services, LLC 
2330 Shelter Island Dr. 
San Diego, Ca. 92106 

619-523-4378 

Www.tomlyonsguitars.com 

619-471-5007 
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http://www.lakesidecopy.com/
http://www.veteranmuseum.org/
https://sdmaritime.org/
http://solar-up.com/
pabstblueribbon.com
http://www.usmi.co/
http://viejasbandofkumeyaay.org/
http://www.jamulindianvillage.com/
http://www.oceanviewmarine.com/Home_Page.html
tel:619-523-4378
http://www.tomlyonsguitars.com/
tel:619-471-5007
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/
http://www.bnsbrewinganddistilling.com/
http://sealfamilyfoundation.org/
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