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Review 

In the greeting, Paul emphatically states that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ. He states that 
apostleship does not originate from man; he was not commissioned by man. He also states 
that men were the instruments that give the God-appointed position of being an apostle. 

In verses 11-12, Paul then adds that he did not make up the message, and there were no 
human contributors to the content of his message. 

Paul was not taught by men. If Paul had been taught by men, then others would come 
claiming to be from the apostles, they would have been on equal levels of authority. But 
Paul’s message was directly given by revelation of Jesus Christ. 

The claim made in Galatians 1:11-12 is not given without evidence. In Galatians 1:13-2:21, 
Paul gives evidence by way of his testimony that his message is from Jesus Christ with no 
human intervention. 

Galatians 1:13-14 

This passage correlates with Acts 22:1-3. In Acts 22:25-28, Paul also discloses that he was 
born a Roman citizen. 

Before that time, many Jews lived in Rome. We know this because, in 139 BC, all Jews who 
were not Italian citizens were ordered out of Rome. Notice that there are only a few 
generations between that decree and Paul being born in Tarsus. Tarsus was a Roman 
colony in Cilicia. To advance Rome, a location was not simply conquered by war; rather, 
Roman cities were set up in the conquered territory to influence culture.   

Some Roman citizens (@200) would populate a city to rule as magistrates and help 
change the culture. Persons who volunteered for this would be given rights, land, and 
money.   

In 67 BC, Tarsus was made a Roman colony, and a university was established (In 41 BC 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra met in Tarsus). We do not know when, but it can be safely 
determined that Paul’s ancestral line was part of the early Roman colonization of Tarsus.  
Being that Paul was from one of these colonies and born a citizen, it was a claim to 
aristocracy and position. 

Paul being born a Roman citizen does not mean he had to give up his religious identity.  
Under Julius Caesar, Judaism was recognized as a legal religion and tolerated as long as it 
did not interfere with Roman culture.   

Paul states that he was born in Tarsus but raised in Jerusalem under the tutelage of 
Gamaliel. Gamaliel was, for all intents and purposes, the Dean of Education for the 
Sanhedrin’s school of theology. Since Paul was sent to Jerusalem and educated under 
one of the most respected Jews in Judea, he was blessed with wealth and prestige. Paul 
was both a Roman aristocrat and a Jewish Pharisee.  
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Paul also states that he persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 

Acts 7:58-8:3, 22:4-5 

The respect Paul had as a young Pharisee is understood in Acts 22:4-5. Paul took the 
role of a persecutor of men and women who proclaimed the Way. The punishment of 
imprisonment and death could only be granted by the elders and only the elders who 
were the most powerful in the Sanhedrin.   

Paul was granted letters and approvals from the Chief Priests and the Council to go to 
Damascus. Why was Damascus a target? Damascus had a high population of Jews, and 
it was known that believers fled to Damascus after the stoning of Stephen. Damascus 
was outside the Roman Empire, loosely ruled by the King of Arabia. Therefore, Paul had 
the freedom to persecute and imprison without interference. The letters he received 
would have given Paul authority to perform his task over the Jewish authorities in 
Damascus.  But God…. 

Galatians 1:15-16 

Acts 22:6-16 (Acts 9:1-19) 

Paul was knocked to the ground and blinded by a light from heaven, so much so that he had 
to be led into Damascus and, for three days, sat and neither ate nor drank. 

A devout man named Ananias came and spoke to Paul, telling him to receive sight, 
submit to Jesus, call upon His name, and identify himself with Jesus, preparing for the 
work for which God had set him apart.  

The text does not say that he was water baptized. This was the laying on of hands, 
healing, and filling with the Holy Spirit; this all indicates a baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Galatians 1:16-17 

Acts 9:19 – Between verse 19a and 19b there is a span of time. Paul was strengthened and 
went away to Arabia.  

Acts 9:20-22 - After some time, Paul went back to Damascus and spent time with the 
disciples and was preaching in Damascus in the synagogues, proving that Jesus is the 
Christ. 

Acts 9:23-25 – This section accounts for Paul’s escape from Damascus, and in verse 26, 
Paul finally goes to Jerusalem. 

In Galatians 1:15-6, we have a phrase that needs to be discussed. The NASB translates this 
as “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me 
through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles.” 
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This is a very good transition. The phrases “who set apart” and “called though His grace” 
are articular participles describing God. In that description, we also see that Paul was the 
recipient of the character of God.  

The basic sentence is, “God was pleased to reveal His Son in me.” The description of 
God also gives us information about what God did with Paul. 

Set apart - ἀφορίζω aphorizō – This word means to mark off by boundaries, to divide, 
sever. When used figuratively, we usually translate this appoint. Paul is stating that God 
had a purpose for him from conception; this is the reason why he was born. 

Was his purpose to be called by His grace? No! This is another description of God. The 
appointment was to reveal the Son by means of Paul’s life to the Gentiles. 

1Corinthians 9:16 – Paul was born for this purpose; he is under compulsion; he was 
pressed into service (the pressure of a violent tempest). Woe to Paul if he does not 
preach the gospel. It would have been a Jonah-type situation had Paul not done what 
he was appointed to do. 

This is different from being a volunteer. This is also different from anything that we 
have as a responsibility. We have certain commands and expectations; we may 
choose to serve and participate with the gospel, but no one since the apostles has 
had this commission placed on them.  

This statement also serves as a testimony to Paul’s apostleship. He did not choose to 
be an apostle; he did not volunteer; Paul’s whole life was purposed for him by God.  

This is not something we experience today. 

How long was it from being blinded by Jesus to going up to Jerusalem? Three years. 
What was happening during this time? Revelation of Jesus, preaching of Jesus, and the 
beginnings of persecution that Paul would experience.  

Conclusion 

Paul distinguishes himself from all other known apostles by attributing the origins of his 
ministry to a divine revelation.  

Paul distinguishes himself from other leaders by denying that he received the message as 
they had, through human means.  

The gospel was not given to Paul by Ananias. Jesus Himself revealed the message. In 
Damascus, Paul proclaims the truth effectively to Jews demonstrating that Jesus is the 
Christ. God uses Paul’s history, education, and zeal for the advantage of the gospel and 
turned an enemy of the church into a proponent of the Truth. 


