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Introduction 

In the greeting, Paul provides a gracious hello, but there is no commendation. Rather, his abrupt 
transition from greeting to admonishment indicates two things. First, there is no greater problem 
in the believer’s life than that of doctrinal error (especially with the gospel). Second, the urgency 
of this correction is of the utmost. Their doctrinal understanding must be corrected, and it must 
be corrected now! 

But Paul also provides a review of some major points of his message.  

In verses 1-5, we have four points of doctrine: 

1. A statement about Paul’s commission and authority (Acts 26:12-18) 
2. Grace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
3. Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
4. The basis of our grace and peace is the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ 

With these doctrines being stated, let us look at the problem in the churches in Galatia. 

Galatians 1:6-9  

Paul presents the problem – they “are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 
grace of Christ, for a different gospel.” 

I am amazed – θαυμάζω thaumazō – to wonder, to marvel. The activity to marvel can either 
be good or bad. The point is that the activity was unexpected to the point that it causes the 
person to stop and question what just happened. 

Quickly – ταχέως tacheōs – This is an adverb of either time (in a short period of time), or in a 
manner (rapidly, suddenly). I think both aspects are in play. They not only left soon after their 
belief, but they also made such a rapid departure from the truth for a lie. 

Deserting – μετατίθημι metatithēmi – To change or alter the stance. The word is defined as 
transpose, transfer, change, to leave one place and stand in another. They left the true 
gospel and stood on another one. 

They are deserting the One who called – this is an articular participle, an adjective, a 
description. The word Him is added because the articular participle is in the masculine. Who 
is “the One who calls?” 

In the Epistles, this articular participle is used nine times (one other time in Galatians 
5:8). Where there is an identification made, it is always God the Father (1Thessalonians 
2:9-12; 1 Peter 1:13-15, 5:10). 

The Father calls you through the message of the gospel.  

A different gospel - εἰς ἕτερος εὐαγγέλιον (eis heteros euangelion) – Two words are used for 
“something other than the one at hand.” 
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ἕτερος heteros is a word that means “distinct from some other item;” “contrasting a 
definite person or thing with another;” “pertaining to being dissimilar in kind or class from 
all other entities.” 

In verse 7, Paul writes, “Which is not another” –ὅς οὐ εἰμί ἄλλος (hos ou eimi allos) 

ἄλλος allos – This indicates another of the same kind (Matthew 13:24,31,33). 

εὐαγγέλιον euangelion – means good news or good message 

In the rest of this section, Paul does not identify what the false message is, only that some 
are distorting the gospel of Christ. 

Distort - μεταστρέφω metastrephō – This is an emphatic turning. In the negative context, 
this indicates a perversion. What are they perverting? The gospel of Christ. 

How specifically are these, some men, distorting (perverting) the gospel? 

1. They are denying the apostleship of Paul 
2. They are persuading the believing Gentiles to behave like Jews (2:13-14) 
3. Specifically, they were trying to have the Gentiles get circumcised and follow the 

Law of Moses (5:2-4) 

How does this pervert the gospel of Christ? Any belief in merit to be justified by God turns 
the grace of God into a mockery. Grace is received once we believe in Jesus. If works 
are mingled in, then grace is nullified. If grace is nullified, then the means of our salvation 
is disregarded, and the promise would be nullified. 

In our introduction, we discussed how the gospel of Jesus Christ is not just about 
initial justification. The entire plan of God for the redemption of man is by grace.  

We looked at the problem in Acts 15 and observed that the believing Jews were 
attempting to have these Gentile believers enter the kingdom with the maximum 
benefit. This purpose may have begun well intended, but they did not realize that they 
were twisting the grace of God that saved them as well. 

To insist that any aspect of our salvation is by works, even after the initial justification, 
means that the entire package is distorted (5:7-9). 

In our culture, we are governed by the philosophy of meritocracy: 

A system, organization, or society in which people are chosen and moved into 
positions of success, power, and influence on the basis of their demonstrated abilities 
and merit. 

Those who do better, those who follow the rules, are rewarded. Those who strive, 
work hard, and apply themselves, gain benefit. This is how the world works, this is 
how family works, this is how sports work, this is how employment works. 
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We take this principle, and we incorrectly apply it to salvation. We are programmed to 
think this is how God works. But His ways are not our ways. We cannot help, we 
cannot strive, we cannot gain, because the cost of justification is too high and the 
payment for sin is too severe (Romans 4:13-16). 

In verse 8, it is important to understand that Paul is speaking in hyperbole. Even if we or an 
angel from heaven – the instruction is that whoever proclaims a gospel contrary to the one 
that has been received is to be accursed.  

Contrary - παρά para – There are a wide variety of usages. In this context, it means that 
it is beyond the word that it modifies (contrary is possibly inferred). But translating this 
formally, it would be “whoever proclaims a gospel beyond the one that has been 
received.” 

In verses 6-7, we have a different gospel and a distortion of the gospel, now in verses 
8-9, we have a gospel that goes beyond the stated message (1 Corinthians 4:6). 
Efforts that move passed the stated clarity of the gospel are an offense to the gospel. 

Taking all this in, we have Paul stating in various ways and with various examples 
that, regardless of the messenger, the gospel that they had received is authoritative, 
complete, absolute, and cannot be (must not) altered.  

The issue is not teacher vs. teacher but truth vs. error - Chet 

Anyone who violates the gospel is to be accursed. 

Accursed - ἀνάθεμα anathema – this is normally thought to mean “to be placed under a 
curse.” According to the etymology, the word is rooted in “tihēmi” and, with the prefix 
“ana,” means to be placed above or before. In Greek, it is “to be devoted to God.” 

It is used of the consecrated offerings laid up in the temple. 
It is used to deliver up to God for judgment. 
In the case of something evil, this means to dedicate to destruction.  
In the Old Testament, this means to come under a ban. People would swear an oath 
that if violated, they put themselves up for judgment by God (Acts 22:12-14). 

This is a command. “ἀνάθεμα ἔστω” – literally “he is to be accursed” (1 Corinthians 
16:22). After the full word studies, the conclusion that I have is that this word means 
“out of my hands and into God’s hands.” In the Old Testament, things under the ban 
were completely destroyed and given into God’s hands. In the New Testament, it is 
typically the life that is turned over to God’s judgment. A transfer of responsibility. 

How is this done in a practical sense? What were the Galatian churches supposed to 
do? There is no mark; there is no taking them to a temple; this is simply letting go and 
placing them into God’s hands. What is God going to do with them? This is up to God. 
What is their and our responsibility? Separate yourselves from them. 


