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Introduction	

Matthew	is	an	evangelical	book	written	to	Israel	about	the	reality	of	Jesus	being	the	Messiah	and	the	
offer	of	the	kingdom	of	God	as	the	culmination	of	the	promises	and	covenants	of	the	Old	Testament.	
Matthew	is	not	to	the	church	nor	about	the	church.	

Matthew	is	a	collection	of	accounts	and	discourses	that	have	been	placed	together	in	categories	with	a	
chronological	arc.	In	Chapter	13,	there	are	some	of	the	parables	grouped	together.	However,	there	is	
no	indication	that	the	parables	or	the	lessons	were	only	taught	once.	It	does	appear	that	Jesus	used	
parables	after	times	He	was	rejected	as	an	example	of	the	crowd’s	unbelief	and	their	unwillingness	to	
come	to	Him	for	an	explanation.	Parables	are	stories	that	illustrate	specific	truths	about	a.	

Parables	in	Matthew	

The	13	main	parables	in	Matthew	all	involve	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	These	parables	reference	the	
restored	kingdom	of	Israel	where	Jesus	will	be	established	as	King	and	will	function	for	1,000	years	
(The	Millennial	Kingdom)	and	then	will	be	perpetually	King	in	the	age	of	ages.		

These	parables	are	NOT	about	the	church	administration,	NOR	do	they	indicate	any	aspect	of	the	
intermediate	period	where	Israel	will	be	set	aside.		

Literal	(Normative)	Grammatical	Historical	(Cultural)	Method	of	Biblical	Understanding	

1. Singular	referent	–	The	parables	are	often	grouped,	indicating	many	stories	with	one	main	point		
2. Simplest	is	best	
3. The	interpretation	given	in	Scripture	is	final	
4. A	parable	explains	doctrine;	it	does	not	reveal	a	previously	unknown	doctrine.	

Parable	2	–	Wheat	and	the	Tares	–	Matthew	13:24-30,36-43	

Matthew	13:24-30	–	Observations	–		
1. Jesus	is	still	speaking	to	the	crowds	(13:36)	
2. Another	parable		

a. ἄλλος	allos	–	another	of	the	same	kind.	This	parable	will	be	in	the	same	vein	as	the	
previous	parable.		

b. This	is	also	understood	from	the	introduction	of	this	parable	and	the	explanation	of	the	
sower	(19).	

c. This	also	keeps	in	line	with	the	agricultural	imagery	
3. The	kingdom	of	heaven	–	The	church	is	not	in	view;	this	is	about	the	planning	and	harvesting	

of	the	kingdom.		
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4. Compared	-	ὁμοιόω	homoioō	(hom-oy-ah'-ōh)	
a. This	verb	can	mean	to	be	made	like	another	(Hebrews	2:17)	
b. But	most	of	the	time,	it	is	used	with	the	idea	of	comparing	one	thing	or	person	with	

another	thing	or	person.	
c. The	root	word	is	-	ὅμοιος	homoios	(hom'-oy-ahs)	–	similar,	like,	resembling	

i. With	all	the	cognates,	this	word	group	is	used	169	times	in	the	New	Testament	(27	
in	Matthew).	

ii. From	this	point	in	Matthew,	the	root	word	is	used	and	is	normally	translated	as	
“like.”	

iii. In	Matthew	13:31-52,	this	word	is	used	six	times,	and	some	form	of	this	word	is	
used	in	almost	every	single	parable.		

iv. This	observation	reaffirms	our	interpretative	system.	The	parables	are	not	the	
reality;	they	are	pictures	or	illustrations	that	help	to	understand	the	reality	
(doctrine).	

5. Compared	to	a	situation.	The	situation	is	that	a	man	sows	good	seeds	of	wheat,	but	the	enemy	
sows	tares	in	the	same	field.	Then	comes	the	question	of	what	to	do	about	it.	

6. Wheat	and	tares	–	It	is	with	an	evil	intention	that	the	enemy	sows	in	the	same	field	something	
similar	to	wheat,	and	it	is	nearly	indistinguishable	until	it	is	too	late.	

7. The	problem	–	you	cannot	uproot	the	tares	because	it	will	take	up	the	wheat	with	it.	
8. The	solution	–	Let	them	grow	together	until	the	harvest,	then	harvest	the	tares	first	and	throw	

them	into	the	fire.	Then	gather	the	wheat	and	bring	it	into	the	barn.	
Matthew	13:36-43	–	The	explanation	of	the	parable	

In	this	explanation,	the	components	are	identified	

1. The	man	who	sows	the	good	seed	is	the	Son	of	Man		
2. The	field	is	the	world	
3. The	good	seed,	wheat	seed,	represents	the	sons	of	the	kingdom	
4. The	tares	are	the	sons	of	the	evil	one	
5. The	enemy	is	the	devil	
6. The	harvest	is	the	end	of	the	age	
7. The	reapers	are	the	angels	
8. The	sons	of	the	evil	one	will	be	gathered	and	thrown	into	the	furnace	of	fire	
9. The	sons	of	the	kingdom	will	be	unencumbered	and	shine	like	the	sun	in	the	kingdom.	

Observations	of	this	Explanation	

This explanation, as we explained, is only given to His disciples. At the time of Jesus, this 
understanding was not widespread until after His resurrection and ascension.  
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Since this parable is about the kingdom of heaven, the message is about the kingdom of heaven. 
There is no indication that the seed is the gospel of eternal life. It is inappropriate to take this parable 
to refer to the general nature of believers and unbelievers in the church administration. 

The gospel of the kingdom was intended for Israel. The message must go out to the world because of 
all the scattered Jews in the world.   

The sons of the kingdom is always about Israel and identifies either the recipients of the gospel of the 
kingdom or the intended recipients of that message. This never refers to Gentiles. 

Within the believing remnant of Israel, there are also false recipients of the message. These are false 
prophets and false brethren among the remnant that are hard to distinguish. 

God will not uproot the sons of the evil one until the end of the age. Then, Jesus will destroy the 
false remnant, and the sons of the kingdom will enter into His kingdom and shine like the sun. 

The sons of the evil one are described as stumbling blocks, and they are those who commit 
lawlessness. 

1. A stumbling block is a word that means one who intends to cause others to sin or attempt to 
prevent the will of God (Matthew 18:6-7). 

2. Commit lawlessness means “the ones who do the not-law.” This is the description of the king 
who does what he pleases, the unconstrained one. The sons of the evil one attempt to cause 
the remnant of Israel to put aside grace for unconstrained activity. 

The end of the age is an interesting phrase and has caused a lot of confusion. Is this the end of the 
church age, the end of the kingdom age, the end of the age of Satan? 

Daniel 12:1-13 – Jesus quotes Daniel 12:3 

The difficulty with this passage and the parables is that there is no indication of the church 
administration in these texts. The age that is in question is the time of the man before the Millennial 
Kingdom.  

With Jesus referring to this passage, He’s talking about preparing for the kingdom of heaven, 
especially during the time of Daniel’s 70th week, also known as the Time of Jacob’s Trouble or the 
Great Tribulation.  

At the end of that time, the population of Israel will be separated into wheat and tares. The tares are 
unbelieving sons of Satan and will be destroyed (of those who are left). And the wheat will enter into 
the glorious kingdom. 

Is there a principle to be found? 

In these parables, I resist the inclination to pull other dispensation into it. Yes, there will be the sons 
of Satan with the sons of God in this administration, but the conclusion is not the same. At the end of 
the millennial kingdom, the Great White Throne Judgment is not in this same manner. 

This understanding will be further expanded in Matthew 24. 


