
GALATIANS CHAPTER 1 
1:1-5 – The Substitutionary Atonement of Jesus Christ 

Galatians 06 Beth Haven Church, KCMO, 2022 1 

Introduction 

In the previous lesson, we introduced the content of the letter by observing that one of the major 
subthemes is Paul’s defense of his apostleship, and he has the true signs of an apostle. 

1. Paul was chosen by Jesus Christ  
2. Paul was trained by Jesus, and the message was taught to Paul by Jesus 
3. Paul had credentials of miracle and wonders 
4. Paul had a separate authority from the elders 
5. Paul has authority 
6. Paul establishes the doctrines of Jesus Christ 

We reviewed Paul’s desire for the Galatian church to have grace and peace from God and 
Jesus. Grace is first realized at the moment one believes; we were saved by grace through faith. 
We also live by grace through faith. Believers have peace with God the moment we believe, but 
we can also experience the peace of God. 

As we have seen so far, even in the simple opening, Paul adds very clear and distinct doctrines. 
But there is one doctrine that stands out in this greeting: the sufficient, sacrificial atonement of 
Jesus Christ through His death and resurrection. 

Read Galatians 1:1-5 

Interestingly, resurrection is mentioned first in verse 1. Jesus is not resurrected in terms of 
being in our hearts, nor is it a spiritual resurrection but a physical, bodily resurrection. Jesus 
was not only resurrected out of the tomb, but he was seen, touched, grasped, and handled. 
He walked with the disciples, ate with them, and spent 40 days with them before ascending 
into heaven (1 Cor 15:3-8; Acts 1:1-3). 

(The Lord Jesus Christ) Who gave Himself for our sins – The grace and peace that is 
realized for all believers are supplied through the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Who gave 

τοῦ δόντος “tou dontos” – “δίδωμι didōmi” describes the activity of giving. “Jesus gave” is 
a well-known concept in Scripture (John 10:28; 1 Cor 1:4). 

This is an articular participle (the one who gave). This is more than what Jesus did; this is 
descriptive (adjective) of Jesus Christ. Being a giver is who He is. 

In this phrase, we are also told what He gave. 

He gave Himself – We know the sacrifice. Jesus was placed on the cross, but Jesus is the 
one who willingly laid down His life (John 10:11, 17-18, 15:13; Eph 5:2; 1Tim 2:6). 

For our sins – The Greek word “ὑπέρ huper” is a preposition that indicates “for one's 
advantage or benefit; one who does a thing for another; this is conceived of as standing or 
bending 'over' the one whom he would shield or defend.” 
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To give it its full meaning, we could translate this, "Who gave Himself on behalf of our 
sins." This is the nature of Jesus Christ's death on the cross. He died as our substitute. 
He has taken our punishment on Himself (Romans 5:6-8). 

Two aspects need to be highlighted – on behalf of (substitution) and our sins 
(atonement). 

Atonement is a system that God established in the Hebrew Scriptures because of the 
rebellion and failure of mankind. The word atonement is the noun form of the word atone.  

In the Hebrew Scriptures, this is the word “kipur.” This word is used over 100 times with 
most of the references indicating appeasement before God, making amends, and atoning 
for sin or offense. Yom Kippur is the day of atonement, a celebration of the provision that 
God had established in the Law. Not only is this an annual activity, but an atoning 
sacrifice was made daily by the priests for the nation, and atonement was also performed 
for particular sins in the Levitical system as needed. 

In Genesis, God told Adam that sin brings death. This is echoed throughout the Law, 
the Psalms, and the Prophets. The death payment was represented in the Law with 
the death and blood of animals (sheep, bulls, goats, birds).  

A sacrificial atonement is when an innocent dies instead of the guilty. However, the 
blood of animals cannot take away sin. They represented something to come. The 
activity does not appease the justice of God; rather it was believing in the reality of the 
Messiah atoning for the sins of His people and the world that satisfied God’s justice 
requirement in the Levitical system.  

David mused about this in Psalm 40:6 – David understood that it was God Himself 
who makes atonement for sin because no son of Adam could make atonement. Why? 
Because no one was innocent. The only way for a man to be innocent was to have 
God Himself come in the form of man. That man was Jesus Christ and He died, the 
innocent for the guilty, to make atonement for all sin for all time (Hebrews 10:11-14). 

In the Greek New Testament, the word used is reconcile. The main word group is 
“καταλλάσσω katallassō” (Romans 5:10; 2Cor 5:18-21; Col 1:19-22, 2:13-14). 

In today’s culture, we have difficulty with this. When we want to reconcile with 
someone, it is performed with payback or contrition. But what happens when an 
offense is so egregious that no matter what the person does, he cannot repay? 

This is how it is with God. Our sin is an offense that cannot be reconciled by us. No 
matter how hard we try to make it up to God, we will fall short. Jesus Christ must 
reconcile us to Himself on our behalf. This is true sacrificial atonement. 

John 1:29 – Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.  
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So that He might rescue us from this present evil age – This explains the purpose (not 
exclusive) of the sacrificial atonement of Jesus Christ.                 

The rescuing is both positional and functional in this life (Ephesians 5:16, 6:13, 16). 

In this context, age is best understood as the world’s system. Satan is the current ruler of 
this world, and without God, we would be condemned with Satan and the rest of his 
dominion. Satan’s dominion and the dominion of the Messianic Kingdom are constantly 
being contrasted. We have been saved from hell and also from Satan’s kingdom, the 
kingdom of darkness and death; also, we have been placed into Christ, into life and light.  

Even though we still live in this world, we are not of it. Even though we still function in this 
world, in God’s perspective, we are already seated with Christ, having been transferred into 
the kingdom of His Son (Col 1:13-14). 

There are so many facets of the redemptive program, so much we acquire from God by 
grace. As we have stated, our salvation is in manifold display in the whole of Scripture. 

Our goal is to continue to identify all that we have by the grace of God so that we fully 
appreciate God and, today and always, recognize and glorify God in all that we say or do. 


