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Introduction	

Matthew	is	an	evangelical	book	written	to	Israel	about	the	reality	of	Jesus	being	the	Messiah	and	the	
offer	of	the	kingdom	of	God	as	the	culmination	of	the	promises	and	covenants	of	the	Old	Testament.	
Matthew	is	not	written	to	or	about	the	church.	

Matthew	is	a	collection	of	accounts	and	discourses	that	have	been	placed	together	in	categories	with	a	
chronological	arc.	In	Chapter	13,	there	are	some	parables	grouped	together.	However,	there	is	no	
indication	that	the	parables	or	the	lessons	were	only	taught	once.	It	does	appear	that	the	parables	
were	given	after	rejection	as	an	example	of	the	crowd’s	unbelief	and	their	unwillingness	to	come	to	
Jesus	for	an	explanation.		Parables	are	a	story	to	illustrate	specific	truths	about	the	topic	at	hand.	

Parables	in	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	

There	are	several	parables	in	the	Hebrew	Scriptures.	

1. Judges	9:7-15	–	Parable	of	the	trees	-	Israel	keeps	trusting	in	the	wrong	kings	
2. 2	Samuel	12:1-4	–	Poor	man’s	lamb	-	David’s	injustice	
3. Isaiah	5:1-7	–	A	worthless	vineyard	–	God	planted	Judah,	but	it	is	full	of	injustice	and	violence	
4. Ezekiel	17	–	Eagles	and	the	vine	-	The	LORD’s	parable	against	Zedekiah.	This	is	about	Babylon	

uprooting	Judah	
5. Ezekiel	19	–	The	cubs	of	the	lioness/strong	vine	–	Israel	had	every	advantage,	yet	it	was	

wasted,	conquered,	and	defeated.	
6. Ezekiel	24:1-14	–	The	stew	pot	–	Israel	was	filled	with	promise	but	has	become	filthy	and	

useless.	

Parables	in	Matthew	

The	13	main	parables	in	Matthew	all	involve	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	These	parables	reference	the	
restored	kingdom	of	Israel	where	Jesus	will	be	established	as	King	and	will	function	for	1,000	years	
(The	millennial	kingdom)	and	then	will	be	perpetually	King	in	the	age	of	ages.	

These	parables	are	NOT	about	the	church	administration,	NOR	do	they	indicate	any	aspect	of	the	
intermediate	period	where	Israel	will	be	set	aside.		

Literal	(Normative)	Grammatical	Historical	(Cultural)	Method	of	Biblical	Understanding	

1. Singular	referent	–	The	parables	are	often	grouped,	indicating	many	stories	with	one	main	
point		

2. Simplest	is	best	

3. The	interpretation	given	in	Scripture	is	final	

4. The	parable	explains	doctrine;	it	does	not	reveal	a	previously	unknown	doctrine.	
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Parable	1	–	Parable	of	the	Sower	and	the	Soils	

Matthew	13:1-9	–	Observations	–		

1. Jesus	speaking	to	the	crowds	(13:10)	
2. Many	things	in	parables		

a. This	is	one	of	many	
b. There	were	probably	others	that	are	not	recorded	
c. “The	Sower”	is	the	baseline	kingdom	parable	(Mark	4:13)	

3. The	sower	went	out	to	sow	
4. The	sowing	resulted	in	landing	on	four	soils	

a. Beside	the	road	
i. Birds	came	and	ate	
ii. Wasted	seed	

b. Rocky	places	
i. Not	much	soil	
ii. Immediately	sprung	up		
iii. No	deep	soil	for	root	
iv. Sun	scorched	and	withered	the	plant	

c. Thorns	
i. Better	soil	but	already	occupied	
ii. Thorns	choke	out	the	plants	

d. Good	soil	
i. This	is	the	intended	soil	
ii. Production	varies	(100x,	60x,	30x)	

Seed	is	very	inexpensive;	when	you	sow	seed	in	a	field,	you	literally	spread	seed	with	no	regard	for	
where	it	lands.	In	an	agricultural	atmosphere,	the	space	needs	to	be	maximized.	The	efficiency	of	
the	seed	is	not	the	plan.	

If	seeds	land	in	unintended	locations,	it	does	not	matter,	and	the	sower	would	not	be	concerned.	If	
crops	are	yielded,	that	is	where	the	sower	will	dedicate	his	time.	

Matthew	13:18-23	–	The	explanation	of	the	parable	

1. The	seed	is	the	word	of	the	kingdom	
2. The	seed	by	the	road	represents	those	who	do	not	understand	the	word	of	the	kingdom,	and	

what	was	given	was	taken	away	by	the	evil	one.	
3. The	seed	in	the	rocky	places	are	those	who	receive	the	word	of	the	kingdom,	but	they	have	no	

depth,	and	the	joyous	results	are	temporary,	and	they	immediately	fall	away	at	the	first	
instance	of	difficulty	on	account	of	the	word	of	the	kingdom.	



Matthew Chapter 13 – The Parable of Jesus – Part 1 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 – Parable of the Sower and Soils 

Book	of	Matthew	–	058	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 3	

4. The	seed	among	the	thorns	are	those	who	receive	the	word	of	the	kingdom,	but	the	thorns	are	
the	worries	of	the	world,	especially	the	deceitfulness	of	wealth.	This	deceit	chokes	the	word	of	
the	kingdom,	and	it	becomes	unfruitful.	

5. The	seed	that	is	on	the	good	soil	is	the	man	who	hears	the	word	of	the	kingdom,	understands	
it,	and	bears	fruit	of	varying	production.	

Observations	of	this	Explanation	

This	is	not	explaining	a	mystery	of	the	kingdom;	it	is	simply	about	the	nature	of	sowing	the	word	
of	the	kingdom	and	the	observable	results	of	giving	of	the	word.		

The	method	of	sowing	is	not	the	cause	for	the	responses.	

The	most	often	asked	question	about	this	parable	and	its	explanation:	

Who	is	saved,	and	who	is	not?		

Jesus’	 explanation	 of	 the	 Parable	 of	 the	 Sower	 highlights	 four	 different	
responses	to	the	gospel.	The	seed	is	“the	word	of	the	kingdom.”	The	hard	ground	
represents	someone	who	is	hardened	by	sin;	he	hears	but	does	not	understand	
the	 Word,	 and	 Satan	 plucks	 the	 message	 away,	 keeping	 the	 heart	 dull	 and	
preventing	the	Word	from	making	an	impression.	The	stony	ground	pictures	a	
man	who	professes	delight	with	the	Word;	however,	his	heart	is	not	changed,	
and	 when	 trouble	 arises,	 his	 so-called	 faith	 quickly	 disappears.	 The	 thorny	
ground	depicts	one	who	seems	to	receive	the	Word,	but	whose	heart	is	full	of	
riches,	pleasures,	and	lusts;	the	things	of	this	world	take	his	time	and	attention	
away	 from	the	Word,	and	he	ends	up	having	no	time	for	 it.	The	good	ground	
portrays	 the	 one	who	 hears,	 understands,	 and	 receives	 the	Word—and	 then	
allows	the	Word	to	accomplish	its	result	in	his	life.	The	man	represented	by	the	
“good	ground”	is	the	only	one	of	the	four	who	is	truly	saved,	because	salvation’s	
proof	is	fruit.	
To	summarize	the	point	of	the	Parable	of	the	Sower:	“A	man’s	reception	of	God’s	
Word	is	determined	by	the	condition	of	his	heart.”	A	secondary	lesson	would	be	
“Salvation	 is	 more	 than	 a	 superficial,	 albeit	 joyful,	 hearing	 of	 the	 gospel.	
Someone	who	is	truly	saved	will	go	on	to	prove	it.”	May	our	faith	and	our	lives	
exemplify	the	"good	soil"	in	the	Parable	of	the	Sower.	

Counter	Argument	–		

The	 Lord	 did	 not	 give	 us	 this	 parable	 to	 cause	 us	 to	 question	 our	 salvation.	
Rather,	 He	 gave	 it	 to	motivate	 us	 to	 strive	 to	 produce	much	 fruit.	When	we	
appear	at	Jesus’	Judgment	Seat	He	will	judge	our	faithfulness	and	fruitfulness	(2	
Corinthians	 5:10).	 If	 we	 have	 overcome	 the	 cares	 of	 the	 world	 and	 the	
deceitfulness	of	riches	and	have	faithfully	served	Him	in	spite	of	persecution,	
then	He	will	say	“Well	done,	good	servant;	because	you	were	faithful	in	a	very	
little,	have	authority	over	five/ten	cities”	(Luke	19:16-19)	and	He	will	give	us	
heavenly	treasure	(Matthew	6:19-21;	1	Corinthians	3:10-15,	9:24-27).	
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However,	if	we	prove	to	be	unfruitful,	while	we	will	suffer	the	loss	of	rewards	
that	we	could	have	had,	we	will	nevertheless	enter	the	kingdom	and	enjoy	our	
Lord	and	His	people	forever.	

In	the	attempt	to	answer	this	question,	they	miss	the	nature	of	the	parable.	The	word	is	not	the	
gospel	of	eternal	life	to	the	world.	The	word	is	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	This	is	not	
about	a	personal	reconciliation	of	an	individual	before	God;	this	is	about	the	people	of	Israel	
and	how	they	respond	to	the	kingdom	proclamation.	

Even	in	the	text,	there	is	no	indication	of	“who	is	saved”	or	“who	is	lost.”	To	do	so	is	to	place	a	
question	upon	the	text	that	is	not	addressed.	To	attempt	to	answer	the	question,	regardless	of	
our	theological	agreement,	is	to	place	words	in	the	text	that	are	not	there.		

What	is	the	lesson?		

The seed is the word, the message. The message of the kingdom. The word was going throughout 
Israel, and there were many who were initially glad to hear it. But as time moves forward, many will 
dismiss the message and eventually reject the Messiah and the message of the kingdom. 

This is a message to the disciples where Jesus makes a few points: 

1. It’s not about the sower but the soil. They cannot control the response, and they should not 
withhold the message based on the expected response. 

2. Satan is working against the kingdom's message 
3. Initial gains do not mean full acceptance in Israel, something they have seen firsthand. 

He who has ears let him hear – those who have believed will be given understanding. 

	


