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Introduction	

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and giving 
them the offer of the kingdom of God, the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

Matthew is neither written to nor about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel. They 
received both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with verification by their use of miracles and powers. 

Chapter 11 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ popularity. Many people and entire towns are prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. But from this point on, His opposition is highlighted, culminating in the 
rejection of Jesus at the cross. 

Matthew 12 is predominantly about the escalating spiral of rejection by the leaders of Israel and the 
Pharisees.	There	is	a	strong	contrast	between	those	who	believed	and	followed	Jesus	and	those	who	
did	not;	believers	became	His	family	and	those	who	opposed	Him	received	condemnation.				

Matthew	12:22-32	Review	

There	is	a	plan	to	destroy	Jesus	(Matthew	12:14).	This	is	about	stopping	Jesus	in	His	message,	His	
leadership,	and	challenging	their	traditions.	They	fear	losing	power	and	influence,	and	they	would	do	
anything	to	keep	it.		

The	first	step	in	this	conspiracy	was	to	discredit	Jesus.	The	Pharisees	do	not	deny	the	actions	of	Jesus;	
they	ascribe	His	power	as	being	that	of	Beelzebul	or	Satan.	

The	Pharisees’	accusation	was	an	insult	and	a	slander	against	both	Jesus	and	the	power	behind	the	
activity.	Jesus	does	nothing	of	His	own	power	or	choosing.	The	Father	instructed	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	
Spirit	empowered	Him	to	do	what	the	Father	commanded	Him	to	do.	

Jesus’	response	is	a	reasonable	one.	The	logic	that	He	uses	is	clear	and	irrefutable.	Jesus	makes	the	
point	that	He	is	demonstrating	power	over	the	demons,	showing	that	He	also	has	power	over	Satan.	
For	the	kingdom	to	come	in,	Jesus	must	first	enter	the	kingdom	of	Satan	and	bind	him;	then,	He	can	
take	over	and	establish	the	kingdom.		

In	Matthew	12:30-32,	Jesus	clarifies	the	consequences	of	not	coming	on	His	side	(Joshua	moment).	
The	ones	who	gathered	with	Him	would	ultimately	avoid	judgment	and	be	brought	into	the	kingdom,	
but	those	who	did	not	would	be	scattered	by	the	judgment	and	not	participate	in	the	kingdom.		

They	had	to	decide.	Did	Jesus	do	miracles	by	Satan	or	by	the	Spirit?	Would	they	follow	the	Pharisees	
or	Jesus?	Jesus	is	warning	that	those	who	say	“by	Satan”	will	be	scattered	and	not	allowed	to	enter	the	
kingdom	of	heaven	(as	a	human).	There	is	no	opportunity	for	forgiveness	for	those	who	blaspheme	
the	Holy	Spirit.	
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Matthew	12:33-37	–	Words	

This	passage	is	cross-referenced	to	Matthew	7:15-20.	In	that	passage,	we	demonstrated	that	words	
and	fruit	are	connected	in	Matthew.	The	Pharisees	are	evil;	therefore,	their	only	fruit	is	bad.	The	fruit	
reference	is	not	about	works	but	about	the	message	that	proceeds	from	these	evil	men.		

In	Matthew	7,	the	disciples	(and	the	crowds)	are	warned	about	false	prophets	and	told	how	to	
recognize	them.	Now	speaking	to	the	Pharisees,	Jesus	tells	them	that	they	are	bad	trees,	a	brood	of	
vipers,	and	evil	in	their	existence.		

Jesus	uses	another	example.	The	good	man	brings	out	of	his	good	treasure	what	is	good,	and	the	
evil	man	brings	out	of	his	evil	treasure	what	is	evil.	The	good	man	is	the	one	whose	heart	is	a	good	
treasure.	A	good	treasure	is	good	thoughts,	and	a	good	man	brings	out	of	his	mouth	a	good	speech.		

The	evil	man	is	the	one	whose	heart	is	an	evil	treasure.	An	evil	treasure	is	evil	thoughts,	and	an	
evil	man	brings	out	of	his	mouth	evil	speech.		

Jesus	is	explaining	that	the	Pharisees	were	only	thinking	evil	thoughts,	and	that	resulted	in	evil	
speech	about	God	the	Holy	Spirit.		

Since	they	thought	that	Jesus	had	cast	out	demons	by	Satan,	they	were	evil	men	with	an	evil	
treasure,	and	their	words	would	represent	their	nature	and	thoughts.	

Every	careless	word	–	Careless	is	the	word	“ἀργός	argos,”	the	alpha	negative	of	“ergon”,	and	means	
not	working,	non-functional,	or	lacking	value.	These	careless	words	have	no	substance.	

The	Pharisees,	with	no	evidence	and	no	substance,	had	spoken	against	Jesus	and	the	Holy	
Spirit.	These	are	accusations	that	have	no	value;	they	mean	nothing	and	were	intended	to	
harm.		They	will	account	for	these	words	on	the	day	of	judgment.	

This	is	directed	to	the	Pharisees,	but	it	also	includes	the	crowds.	Now	that	Jesus	had	refuted	
their	claim,	each	person	would	be	held	accountable	for	what	they	said	in	this	matter.	

The	point	comes	to	full	disclosure	when	Jesus	tells	them	that	by	their	words	condemnation	is	
justified.	Justified	and	condemned	are	not	positional	statements.	If	a	person	said	Jesus	did	the	
miracles	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	they	are	right.	If	they	said	that	Jesus	cast	out	demons	by	Satan,	they	are	
wrong.	This	will	be	fully	exposed	on	the	day	of	judgment.		

The	reason	is	that	the	words	they	are	saying	are	coming	from	their	thoughts,	and	their	words	
are	exposing	what	is	in	the	inner	recesses	of	their	minds.		

Eternal	truth	–	Is	this	a	statement	for	today?	This	is	not	repeated	in	other	any	text.	If	a	person	uses	a	
word	that	has	no	substance,	will	they	be	held	accountable	on	the	day	of	judgment?	Neither	this	phrase	
nor	the	idea	behind	it	is	ever	indicated	again.	This	seems	to	be	a	dividing	line	for	the	audience	in	
Matthew	12.	Is	it	possible	that	we	say	“careless	words?”	Yes,	but	not	in	the	same	scenario	as	is	seen	in	
this	text.	The	question	remains,	who	do	you	say	is	behind	Jesus	casting	out	demons?		
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Matthew	12:38-45	–	Signs	

Next,	certain	scribes	and	Pharisees	came	and	asked	for	a	sign.	This	is	a	different	situation	than	the	
previous	blasphemy	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	but	it	continues	the	theme.	The	Pharisees	are	perpetually	
challenging	Jesus,	trying	to	discredit	Him,	and	Jesus	is	announcing	judgment	upon	the	people	who	are	
actively	opposing	Him.	

Jesus	rebuts	them	by	identifying	the	generation	as	evil	and	adulterous.	This	word	is	“γενεά	genea”	and	
refers	to	a	family,	race,	or	group	of	people	living	at	the	same	time.	We	know	that	there	were	many	
signs	given	to	the	people	and	even	in	the	presence	of	the	Pharisees.		

Within	the	semantic	range	of	the	word,	“γενεά	genea”	can	mean	a	specific	group,	not	necessarily	
an	entire	group	of	people	in	a	certain	age	group.		

I	am	convinced	that	Jesus	is	telling	these	scribes	and	Pharisees	that	they	are	part	of	a	group,	one	
that	is	powerful	and	was	supposed	to	be	shepherds,	and	now	they	are	looking	for	a	sign.	There	
have	been	many	signs	so	far,	but	they	have	rejected	the	testimony	of	those	signs.	They	wanted	a	
sign	directed	toward	them,	to	test	Him	(Mark	8:11).	Jesus	states	that	they	would	not	receive	a	sign	
directed	to	them…	

…except	for	one,	the	sign	of	Jonah.	There	are	many	comments	made	as	to	what	the	sign	of	Jonah	is:	
• Jesus	is	going	through	a	situation	that	He	does	not	want,	and	many	would	run	the	other	

way	(like	Jonah	did).	
• This	is	a	prophecy	about	the	rise	of	the	Gentile	believing	population	(the	Church)	
• The	Church	would	judge	and	rule	Israel,	replace	Israel	as	God’s	people	
• Jerusalem	would	be	destroyed	
• Israel	would	resent	the	believing	Gentiles	(like	Jonah	did)	

Again,	I	wonder	if	they	are	reading	the	same	Bible	I	am.		

Verse	40	–	The	word	for	simply	tells	us	the	sign	of	Jonah	is	the	resurrection.		

The	men	of	Nineveh	and	the	Queen	of	Sheba	will	condemn	(declare	to	be	wrong)	this	group	of	people	
(the	scribes	and	Pharisees)	because	they	believed	at	the	proclamation	of	Jonah	and	Solomon,	yet	they	
reject	something	greater	than	both	Jonah	and	Solomon	that	is	standing	right	in	front	of	them.	

Parabolic	Judgment	–	Jesus	came	to	Israel,	and	now	Israel	is	spiraling	into	rejection.	Again,	I	do	not	
believe	that	Matthew	12	is	a	line	of	demarcation.	Jesus	had	not	yet	confronted	the	high	rulers	of	Israel.	
Their	rejection	would	result	in	judgment	from	God	as	Israel	would	be	set	aside,	confirmed	in	AD	70.		

Verses	43-45	are	predicting	that	something	worse	is	coming	for	the	nation	if	it	continues	in	
rejection.	This	passage	comes	full	circle	to	the	demons	being	cast	out.	Jesus	is	casting	Satan	out	of	
His	domain,	it	returns	to	find	no	strong	man	in	its	place,	then	it	comes	back	in	with	other	stronger	
demons	and	the	situation	is	worse	than	before.	That	is	what	will	happen	to	Israel	because	of	the	
Pharisees.	


