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In the previous lesson, we discussed the twelve questions. These questions deal with the 
author, audience, situations, purpose, and central truth. 

In that lesson, we noticed that the audience and occasion are very key to the understanding of 
this book. Within the letter to the Galatians, we are given the problem, but we do not have the 
full background. The goal of this study is to understand the full background. 

What is the problem Paul addresses in the book of Galatians? 

Galatians 1 – Perversion of the Gospel 

Remember, and I will state plainly again that the term gospel is not exclusive to the initial 
belief unto eternal life message. What is the full gospel message? This will be developed 
as time progresses, but we can say for now that the gospel is “the good news message 
for mankind about God’s redemption program.” 

When we review the statement found in Galatians 1:6-9, we must conclude that a 
message of any kind that perverts any part of “the good news message for mankind 
about God’s redemption program” is not the gospel and anyone who perverts the 
gospel… “let him be ἀνάθεμα anathema!” 

The error that I have made in the past is to exclude the initial belief unto eternal life 
message from the Book of Galatians. I do not believe that is the case. The problem that I 
have faced in the past is trying to identify what part of the gospel is discussed at a given 
moment. Rather I now see the term gospel, with a few exceptions, as a broad term. 
Unless the context dictates limiting the scope of the term gospel, then my default is to 
assume that the term is all-encompassing.  

Galatians 3:1-14 – Complete by works? 

The perversion of the gospel is specified in 3:3, “Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 
Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?” The problem in Galatians is that 
believers were being persuaded that grace through faith is insufficient for the believer to 
become complete. 

The basis for this truth is Jesus Christ, His sacrifice, and our introduction into Him. 
Because we are initially reconciled to God by grace through faith, then our completion 
must also be by grace through faith.  

Galatians 3:15-29 – What about the Law? 

In this section, Paul addresses the obvious question about the Law. What is the intent 
and purpose of the Law? Does keeping the Law make a person righteous? The obvious 
answer is no. The Galatians were being persuaded that keeping the Law does make the 
believer complete. One of the main questions is that of circumcision (2:3, 5:2-3, 6:12-13). 

Why were the Jews trying to influence the Gentiles to become circumcised? 
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History of the Jews and Gentiles in the Hebrew Scriptures 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, creation did not start out with people divided into nations and 
ethnicities. 

In Genesis 4-5, we have the pre-flood population. There is the line of Seth, but there is no 
indication of nations, only cities. 

After the flood, we have the beginning of the nations, due to the corruption of being one 
people (Genesis 10-11). In this section, we learn that from one man (Noah) and three sons 
(Shem, Ham, Japheth) multiple nations arise.  

Some of the most recognizable nations are Gomer, Magog, Cush, Mizraim (Egypt), Sheba 
(Queen of Sheba travels to Israel to meet Solomon), Nimrod (the king of Babel), Canaan, 
Sidon, Amram (Amorite), Aram, and Eber (the father of the Hebrews and his people spoke 
Hebrew). 

During the proliferation of people upon the earth after the flood, the events at the tower of 
Babel occurred, the languages became confused, and these nations had their own 
culture and their own language. 

After Babel, some nations became more prominent, some fell into obscurity. None of 
those nations that are developing know YHWH or fear YHWH. Then one man is called to 
be a nation that represents YHWH to the world. Assuming that the Tower of Babel events 
took place during the life of Eber, we can say that Abraham was born about 250 years 
after the nations were divided. God would call out Abraham about 325 years after Babel. 

By the time Isaac was born, 350 years had passed since Babel. This means that the 
nations of Canaan, Egypt, and Amram have fully developed while Abraham has only had 
his child of promise.  

Isaac is the father of Jacob, who has twelve sons who become the tribes of Israel 
(Jacob’s name was changed to Israel). When the sons of Israel were but 70 people they 
moved to Egypt under Joseph about 1722 BC, 520 years after the nations were divided. 
275 years later, Israel left Egypt and YHWH gave them the Law.  

By the time Israel is a nation, the rest of the nations have existed for about 800 years. 

During the giving of the Law, YHWH, through Moses, gave very direct instructions on how to 
deal with other nations and individual people who were from other nations. 

In the Law, there is the term “gēr.” The first time it is found is in Exodus 12:19. During 
Passover, a “gēr” is permitted to eat with Israel, but they must follow the rules of Passover 
and of Israel (Exodus 12:48). A foreigner can join Israel in celebration of Passover as long as 
he and his male household members (family as well as servants) are circumcised. 
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Exodus 22:21-24 – Cruelty to foreigners is prohibited and comes with strict punishment. 
This is repeated in 23:9 

Exodus 23:12 – The foreigner who is working for an Israelite, or who is an indentured 
servant, is prohibited from working on the Sabbath. 

Leviticus 16:29 – On certain holidays, no one is allowed to work, including a “gēr.” 

Leviticus 17-20, 22, 24 – The “gēr” is required to keep all the purity, idolatry, and 
sacrificial laws or be either put to death or removed from the nation. 

Numbers 15:14-16 – One law for both the Israelite and the “gēr” for offerings and 
sacrifices. 

Numbers 15:27-31 – The “gēr” is commanded to make sin offerings or be cut off from 
Israel. 

Numbers 35:15 – The cities of refuge are for both the Israelite as well as the “gēr.” 

What can we conclude? The “gēr” is a person who identifies with Israel, who has been 
circumcised, and who follows the Law of Moses. 

Is it true that God planned, since Israel’s inception, that a foreigner can partake with 
Israel? Yes! They are not inheritors, but they can be numbered with Israel and partake 
with Israel. In Joshua 8, the “gēr”, as well as the Israelite, are presented before the Lord 
to give offerings to YHWH for their conquest at Ai. 

Ezekiel 47 is a prophetic vision about the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel (Reunified). It 
speaks about the new water source from the temple in Jerusalem (47:1-12) and the land 
redefined (47:13-23). The “gēr” who have been faithful to Israel (who give sons) are to have 
an inheritance in the Land.  

The difference between “gēr” and other foreigners. 

Exodus 12:43-49 – No foreigner may eat of it – this is the term “nēkār” which indicates a 
person from another country who has a different god (Deuteronomy 31:16 – gods of a 
“nēkār”). The problem in Ezra (Ezra 10:2, 10-11) is that some of the people who came 
back with Ezra married women who did not submit to YHWH but kept their own gods. 

A sojourner…shall not eat of it – this is “tôšāb” – this is a resident alien, one who lives 
among the Israelites and subjects themselves to the law of Israel but is not circumcised. 
They come under the protection of Israel but cannot participate in the worship of YHWH. 
It does not appear that they believe that YHWH is God. 

The only foreigner who is permitted to participate with Israel in the worship of YHWH and 
who will have an inheritance of the land in the Millennial Kingdom will be those who, under 
the administration of Israel, will submit fully to the Law and be circumcised (gēr). 
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History of the Jew and Gentiles in the Pharisaical System 

During the intertestamental period, some became “gēr” in Israel, even among the Romans. 
Males were instructed to be circumcised and come under the religious jurisdiction of the 
Jews. 

The only prohibition of marrying a Jewess to a foreigner was to those who were not “gēr.” 
The “gēr” were welcomed into the nation of Israel but were not descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. Neither they nor their sons were official heirs. The Pharisees did not hold 
to this regulation but instead began to prohibit any intermarrying, even to the “gēr.” 

During this time, some believed in YHWH and respected the Law but did not become 
circumcised and did not observe the ceremonial laws or the sacrificial system. These 
became known as “yir'e Adonai” (ρηβόμενοι τὸυ Θεόυ, God-fearers) 

Gentile Believers in YHWH through Jesus Christ 

In the Greek Scriptures, the “gēr” is “προσήλυτος prosēlutos.” 

Jesus condemns the Pharisees because they did not have the truth of God, yet traveled 
around trying to make someone “gēr,” but made him twice the son of hell instead 
(Matthew 23:15). 

Acts 2:10 – “gēr” were part of those who came to Jerusalem for the annual festivals. 

Acts 6:3-6 – Among the first servants to the congregation were seven men. One of them 
was Nicolas, who was a “gēr.” 

God-fearers are also mentioned. 

Acts 10:2, 13:15-16, 26, 16:14, 18:7 

Acts 11:1-3, 17-18 – This is a record of the first Gentile believer. Cornelius, a God-fearer, 
was not circumcised but was confirmed to have received the Holy Spirit. It seems that 
since he was a God-fearer, no other expectation was placed on him. 

Acts 15:1-5 – What changed? Evidently, the Pharisees were influencing Jewish believers 
to require Gentile believers to submit to the Law by becoming “gēr,” despite the Peter’s 
previous testimony with Cornelius.  

This perversion is the heart of the problem in the letter to the churches in Galatia. 

In the next lesson, we will continue our study of the historical background by discussing what 
the believing Jews meant when they said, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 


