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Introduction 

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and giving 
them the offer of the kingdom of God, the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

Matthew is neither written to nor about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel. They 
received both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with verification by their use of miracles and powers. 

Chapter 11 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ popularity. Many people and entire towns are prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. But from this point on, His opposition is highlighted, culminating in the 
rejection of Jesus at the cross. 

Matthew 12 is predominantly about the escalating spiral of rejection in the confrontation with the Pharisees.    

Matthew 12:22-32 Review 

There is a plan to destroy Jesus (Matthew 12:14). This is about stopping His message and leadership, and 
stopping Him from challenging their traditions. They fear losing power and influence, and they would do 
anything to keep it.  

The first step in this conspiracy was to discredit Jesus. 

Matthew 12:22-24 

Jesus’ miracle is straightforward. The Pharisees do not try to deny His actions, nor do they demonstrate that 
His teaching was faulty. They could not. So, the plan was to say that Jesus does His miracles by the power 
of Beelzebul. But this accusation was nothing new (Matthew 9:32-34), and Jesus warned His disciples that 
this was the Pharisee’s rebuttal of Himself and them as well (Matthew 10:24-25). The same account is 
captured in Mark 3 and Luke 11. We will come back to this later. But the accusation needs a little 
explanation. The ruler of demons is given as Beelzebul,	“lord	of	the	house,”	and	probably	alludes	to	
“Beelzebub”	(“lord	of	flies,”	or	a	possible	corruption	of	Baal-zebul),	the	local	deity	of	Ekron	(2	Kings	
1:2–3).	The	title	was	appropriately	applied	in	early	Judaism	to	Satan.	

There	is	also	a	possibility	that	this	was	a	name	that	had	been	adapted	from	lord	of	dung.	This	is	
unclear,	but	it	was	a	common	practice	that	enemies	were	given	names	that	were	insulting.	

The	insult	was	not	only	about	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ	but	also	about	the	power	that	was	
attributed	to	His	activity,	namely	the	Holy	Spirit.	

Matthew 12:25-29 

Jesus’	response	is	a	reasonable	one.	The	logic	that	He	uses	is	clear	and	irrefutable.	

1. Any city or kingdom divided cannot stand 
2. How do you determine the power? 
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3. If the power is the Holy Spirit, then what is God doing? What is next on the prophetic calendar? 

Verse 27 – The idea of the Jews having exorcists is known, but their success is not known. It appears that 
Jesus confirms that others do cast out demons. Jesus asks them by what power their sons cast out demons. 
The question is not about their literal sons; the term meant “members of your own group.” 

One possible understanding is that Jesus is not saying that they actually do cast out demons, rather He is 
pointing out that the Pharisees do not question the power of this non-biblical practice. 

Josephus: "I have seen a certain man of my own country, whose name was Eleazar, releasing people that 
were demoniacal, in the presence of Vespasian and his sons and his captains and the whole multitude of 
his soldiers. The manner of the cure was this: He put a ring that had a root of one of those sorts 
mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils of the demoniac, after which he drew out the demon through his 
nostrils; and when the man fell down, immediately he abjured him to return into him no more, still 
making mention of Solomon, and reciting the incantations which he composed. And when Eleazar 
would persuade and demonstrate to the spectators that he had such a power, he set a little way off a cup 
or basin full of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to overturn it, and thereby 
let the spectators know that he had left the man; and when this was done the skill and wisdom of 
Solomon were shown very manifestly." 

Book of Tobit – Separate Document 

So, in the latter part of verse 27, being their judge is not that they will be literally judging them, but 
rather the measure that they have used and its inconsistency will be measured back to them (Matthew 
7:1-2). They will fall under accusation from their fellow Pharisees, and it will be equally unjustified. 

Verse 28 - This is a first-class condition. This assumes that the statement is true for the sake of argument. 
Knowing that it is true that Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God, we can then translate this as “since.” 

The verb has come is “φθανω phthano” and it is in the Aorist Indicative.  

The argument from those who state that this passage demonstrates Kingdom Postponement is that the 
previous verb tenses (not the same word) are in the Perfect tense. Now we have an Aorist Indicative. 
Typically, when you have an Aorist Indicative verb, it indicates something that is in the past. 

The Perfect Tense means an action has been completed but has abiding effects.  

There is difficulty in understanding these verbs in these tenses. 

The kingdom of heaven comes with what event? Jesus coming to earth. The call, then, is that the King is 
here, and therefore, the kingdom of God is coming. Since Jesus is doing an activity that no one else can 
do, and if it is done by the Holy Spirit, then He is the One who brings the kingdom. 

In other words, since Jesus is casting out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit, then He is the 
Messiah. Since He is the Messiah, the kingdom is standing in front of them because He brings the 
kingdom. The only way the kingdom of God is on Earth is if the Messiah is on Earth. 
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Since the Pharisees are not believing that Jesus is working by means of the Holy Spirit, they will not 
enter the kingdom of God. 

There is no indication that the kingdom of God has “passed by” the nation of Israel in this passage. No 
passage states the kingdom is not being offered anymore or is postponed. 

Verse 29 – This is a logical argument that makes sense, except that it is not understood in this context. Who 
is the one who enters? Who is the strong man? 

For the kingdom to come, what needs to happen? Satan needs to be bound (Revelation 20:1-3).  

Satan is the ruler of this world (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2). For the kingdom to come, 
Jesus must first bind Satan, and then Jesus will possess the world.  

Jesus concludes the argument from verse 28 by stating that He is demonstrating power over the 
dominion of Satan by casting out demons. 

Since Jesus is casting out demons, then He has power over Satan, and this demonstrates the kingdom of 
God is right in from of them. 

Matthew 12:30-32 

Verse 30 – He who is not with me is against me. There could be no neutrality. Some may had not really 
come to a decision about Him yet, but Jesus says that no decision was a decision against Him.  

The people needed to understand the severity of whether they were with Him or the Pharisees. The 
expression “and He who does not gather with Me scatters” is a picture of the harvest. The wheat was taken 
to the threshing floor and the grain was gathered into the barn while the chaff was scattered by the wind.  

The ones who gathered with Him would ultimately avoid judgment and be brought into the kingdom, but 
those who did not would be scattered by the judgment and not participate in the kingdom.  

The question remains, did Jesus do miracles by Satan or by the Spirit? Would they follow the Pharisees or 
Jesus? As Pharisees who represent the people, their conclusion has an impact upon the entire people. 

  

 


